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PEEFAOE. 



M\ i'UiirosK in writing this book is so fully explained 
in the book itself that a Preface is uimecessary. 
1 visited the West India Islands in order to increase 
my acquaintance with the condition of the British 
Colonies. I have related what 1 saw and what I 
heard, with the general impressions which I was led 
to form. 

In . few instanceo, wfaen ophuom were conveyed 
to me which were important in themselves, but which 

it might be undesirable to assign to the persons 
from whom I heard them, I have altered initials 
and disguised localities and circumstances. 

The illustrations are irom sketches of my own, 
which, except so far as they are tolerably like 
the scenes which they represent, are without value. 
They have been made producible by the skill and 
care of the engravei', Mr. Pearson, to whom my 
wannest thanks are due. 

J, A. F. 

Omblow Oabdims: Nowmber 16, 1887. 
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The Colonial Exhibition luis cdine luid gone. Delef^aten 
from our great aeU-governed Hependencies hftve met and 
floiURilted together, and haTefdetenmiied apon a oommon 



floane of aetion to Imperial defence. The Brituh laoe 
dispersed over the norld haire celebrated the Jubilee ot the 

with an enthusiaHm evidently intended to bear a 
special and peculiar meaning. The people of these islandn 
and their sons uid brothers and friends and kinsfolk in 
Canada^ in Australia^ and in New Zealand have deolaied 
with a general voice, searoely distmrbed by a discord, thaP 
they are fellow-subjects of a single sovereign, that they are 
united in feeling, united in ITn-alty, united in interest, and 
that they wish and mean to preserve unbroken the ijitegrity 
of the Bxiiiah Empire. Ihia^ is the answer which the 
tanocnMy has giTen to tba'adyooates of ihe dootrina of 
separation. The deshre to mnon while it lasts is its own 
realisation. As long an we have no wish to part we shall 
not part, and the wish can never rise if win n there is occa- 
fiion we can meet and deliberate together with the same 
tegtfd to eaoh other's weltoe whieh baa been shown in 
the late oosfsnniBe in LaDdon. 

Emits inodk at human toeaight, and nolliing is est- 
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2 THE E^'GLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

turn but the onforefleen. Consdiiitioiial govemmfiQt and 

an ill dependent executive were conferred upon our larger 
colonies, with the express and scarctly veiled intention 
that at the earlieet moment they were to relieve the 
mother eoontrj of responflibility for them. They were 
regarded as fiedgeUngs who are fad only the parent 
birds tin their feathers are grown, and are then expected 
to shift for themselves, ^hey were provided with Hie 
full plumagtj of parliamentary institutions on the home 
pattern and model, and the expectation of experienced 
politimaaa was that they wonld eaeh at the earliest 
moment go off on the^ sqmiate aooonnts, and would hid 
^ OS a friendly farewell. The irony of late has tamed to 
folly the wisdom of the wise. The wise themselves, the 
same political party which were most anxious twenty years 
ago to see the colonies independent, and contrived oonetitu- 
tioiiB for them which they conceited mnst inevitably lead 
to separation, appeal now to the effect of those very 
<;on5titutions in drawing the Empire closer together, as 
a reason why a similar method should be iiiuiiLiIiately 
adopted to heai the differences between Great Britain and 
Ireland. New converts to any belief, political or theologioal» 
are pvoverbially sealons, and perhaps in ttiis instance they 
are over-hasty. It does not follow that because people 

of the same race and character are drawn together l)y 
equahty and hberty, people of different races and different 
characters, who have quarrelled for centuries, will be 
similarly attracted to one another. Yet so for as our own 
colonies are concerned it is dear tiiat the abandonment by 
the mother country of all pretence to interfere in their 
internal management has removed the only cans^ \\hich 
could poBsibly have created a desu'e for mdependcnce. 
We cannot, even if we wish it ourselves, shake off con- 
nections who cost OS nothing and themselves refuse to be 
difided* Politidans may qaanel; the democxaeieB have 
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refosed to quarrel ; and the result of the ivide extennon of 

the sufl&rage throughout the Empii'e has heon to show that 
being one the British people everywhere intend to remain 
one. With the same blood, the same langnage, the same? 
faalatsy the some tmditumsyt&ey do not mean to be shattered 
I mtb diBhonomed fragmentsr^AU of ns, wherever we are» 
^ can best manage our own^affiilrs within our own limits ; 
yet local spheres of self-management can revolve round a 
common centre while there is ceutripetal power sufficient 
to hold them; and so long as England ' to herself is true ' ^ 
and eontmiies worthy of her ancient reputation, there are 
no eaoses working \'i8ibly above the politieal horizon which 
: are Hkely to induce our self-<^overned colonies to take wing 
and leave us. The strain will come with the next great / 
war. During peace these colonies have only experienced 
the advantage of union within s. They will then have to 
share oar dangers, and may ait why they are to be involved 
in qnarrelfl which are not of their own making. How 
they will act then only experience can tell ; and that there 
is any doubt about it is a sufficient answer to those rapid 
statesmen idio would rush at once into the apphcation of 
tiie same principle to countries whose continuance with us 
Is vital to our own safety, whomwe cannot part with though 
they were to demand it at the cannon's mouth. 

But the result of the ex])eriment is an enconragement 
as iiac as it has gone to those who woul<l extend self- 
govemment through the whole ol our colonial system* ^ 
It seans to lead as a direct road into the 'ImperiaP 
Federation' which has &scuiated the general imagina- 
tion. It removes friction. We reheve ourselves of re- 
sponsibihtieg. If federation 15 to come about at all as a 
definite and effective organisation, the spontaneous action 
ol the different members of^e Empire in a position in 
wfaleh Ibey are free to stay" vvith us or to leave us aa tiiey 
please, appears the readiest apd perhi^ the only means hy 
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which it can be brought to pass. So plausible is the theory^ 

so oln iously rv^hi would it be were the problem as simple 
and the population of all our colonies as hoiaogeneous as 
in Australia, that one cannot wonder at the ambition of 
politioianB to win themselveB a name and achieve a great 
lesnlt by the immediate adoption of it. Great reeolta 
generally imply effort and saerifiee. Here efibrt is un- 
necessary and sacrifice is not demanded. Everybody is 
to have what he wibheB, and the eii'ect Ib to come about 
of itself. When we think of India, when we think of 
Ireland, pnidenee tells ns to hesitate. Steps once taken 
in this direction cannot be nndone, eyen if fonnd to lead to 
the wrong place. But undoubtedly, wherever it is possible 
the principle of self-government ought to be applied in our 
colonic s and will be applied, and the danger now is that it 
^ill be tried in haste in countries either as yet nnripe for 
li| or from the nature of things unfit for it. The libertieB 
which we grant freely to those whom we trust and who do 
not require to be restrained, we bring into disrepute if we 
concede them as readily to perverbity or disaffection or to 
those who, like most Asiatics, do not desire liberty, and 
pfosper best when they are led and guided. , 

In this complex empire of ours the problem presents 
itself in many shapes, and each must be studied and dealt 
witli according to its character. There is the broad distinc- 
tion between colonies and comjnered countries. Colonists 
[lure part of ourselves. Foreigners attached by force to 
our dominioDB may submit to be ruled by us, but will 
not always consent to rule themsel^ in accordance with 
our views or interests, or remain attached to us if we 
enable them to leave li- when they please. The Crown, 
therefore, as in India, rules directly by the police and 
[tiie army. And there are colonies which are neither one 
nor the otiier, where our own people have been settled and 
have been granted the land in possession with flie control of 
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uwnbovdiiuiAe popiilatiog« thenuelyes daiming politicid"' 
IkrivflegM wbleh had to be refdsed to the rest. This was 

the position of Irt laiul, iuid tTu' result of meddling theoreti- 
l^lly with it ought to have taught us caution. Again, 
there are eok>iiies like the^West Indies, eitlu r occupied 
origiiiaUy by onrflelm, as 'BarbadoeSy or taken by force 
from Franoe or 8pam, whmTthe maaa of the population 
were dayes who have been since made free, but where the 
extent to which the coloured people can be admitted to 
I share in the administration ^is^still an unsettled question. , 
xo throw ooontriee so variously circumatanccd under an 
jdentieal layatem would be awild experiment. Whether we 
ought to try each an experiment at all, or even wish to try 
, }t and prepare the way forjt, depends perhaps on whether 
we have determined that under all circumstances the reten-\ 
iion of them under our ownBag is indispeneable to our safety.^ 
I had visited onr great Taoific colonies. Circumstances 
Jfi^ me afterwardB to attend more partienlarly to the West 
I Indiee. They were the earlS^, and once the moet prised, 
of all our distant possessions. They had been won by the 
mofet desperate Btruggles, and had been the scuie of our 
greatest naval glories, in tEe recent discussion on the 
pooaibilify of an arganised'colonial federation, various 
aehemee came imder my noticC'in every one of which the 
miion of the West Indian Islands onder a free parliamentary 
constitution was regarded as a necessary preliminary. I wa.'i 
reminded of a couvtrsation wliich I had held seventeen 
years ago with a high colonial official specially connected 
with the West Indian department, in which the federation 
of the islands onder such a (fSSstitntion was q^ken of as 
a measure already detenmnecTon, though with a view to an 
end exactly the opposite of'^at wliich was now desired.' 
^1 The colonies universally werethen regarded in such quarters 
^ as a burden upon oor resoorces, of which we were to relieve 
\ [onnehroi at the earlieet moment.* They were no longer of 
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(raliie to ns ; the whole world had become our market ; and 
whether they were nominally attached to the Empire, or were 

iiidtix-ndent, or joined themselves to some other power, was 
of no commercial momentjo us. It was felt, however, that 
as long as any tie remained, we should be obliged to defend 
them in time of war ; while they, in consequence of their 
conneetion, would be liableto attack. The sooner, therefore^ 
the connection was ended, the better for them and for us. 

By the constitutions wliicli luul been conferred upon 
them, Australia and Canada, New Zealand and the Cape, 
were assumed to be practically gone. The same measures 
were to be taken with the^West Indies. They were not 
prosperous. They formed no outlet for British emigration* 
The white population was diminishing; they were dis- 
satisfied ; they lay close ^o the ^eat American i epuiiHc, 
to which geographically they moro properly belonged* 
Bepresentative asaembli^ under the Crown had failed to 
prodaoe the content ezpeeted from them or to give an 
impulse to industry. iSe free negroee could not long be 
excluded from the fi'ancliise. The black and white races 
had not amalgamated and were not inclining to amalga- 
^mate. The then recent Gordon riots had been followed by 
the suicide of the old Jamaican constitution. The goyem- 
ment of Jamaica had been^ flung back upon the Crown, and 
the Crown was impatient of the addition to its obligations. 
The olljcial of whom I^eak informed me that a decision 
had been irrevocably taken. The troops were to be with- 
drawn from the islandSj^and Jamaica, Trinidad, and the 
English AntiUeB were toJ)e masters of their own destiny, 
either to form into free, commonitiee like the Spanish 
American republics, or join the United States, or to do 
what they pleased, witlTjlhe sole understanding that we 
were to haye no more responsi^alitiost/ 

I do not know how far the scheme was matured. To 
an outside speolator it seemed too hasaidons to have been 
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MrioQsly meditiiled* Yet I was told thai it had not been 
m ed it ate d onlj bnt positiyely ^ermined upon, and that 
furtlier discussion of a settled question would be fruiti^ 

and uefcdlbfitdy irritatingj / 

Politicians with a iavoarite scheme are naturally aan* 
gnine. It aeemed to me tfiat in a Weat Indian Fedexation 
^ blaek race would neeemril j be admitted to tiieir (all 
rights as citizens. Their numbers enormously jireponderated, 
and tlie kte scenes in Jamalca'were Bij^ais that the two colours 
would not bknd into one, that there might be, and e% en 
ineritably wonld be, iHifliitfnB between them which would 
I lead to aetkme lifaSA we could not tolerate. The white 
reeideiits and the negroes had not been drawn together by 
the abolition of slavery, but'werc further apart than ever. 
The whitt «, if by superior inteiiigeuce they could gain the 
ri^pper hand, would notTc' allowed to keep it. As little 
would th^aobmit to bended by a raoe whom they deapiaed; 
and I thoQi^t it quite certain that something would happen 
wfaieh would compel tiie'Sritifih Goyemment to interfere 
again, whether we Uked it or not. Lil)erty in Hayti had 
been followed by a massacre of the Jb'rench iuhabitantfl» 
and the French settlers had done no worse than we had done 
to deserve the ill will of their slaves. Fortunately opinion 
changed in Eniijand before the experiment could be tried. 
The colonial policy of the doctrinaire statesmen was no 
sooner nnder^iood than it was univerBally cundt mned, and 
they could not press proposals on the West Indies which 
the West Indians showed so Uttle readiness to meet. 

So things drifled oo, remgjining to appearance as th^ 
wore. The troons were not recalled. A minor eolifiBdemi* 
tion was formed in the Leeward Antilles. The Windward 
group was placed under Barbadoes, and islands which 
belore had governors of thelFown passed under subordinate 
•dministrmtoni. Local eounptls eontinaed undar TanoiiB 
ModStionSitlie pt^nlaretoment being cantioua^ and silentily 
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intFodooed. The blacks setUed into a oooditioii of easy- 
going peasant proprietors. Bnt io far as Uie white or English 

interest was concerned, two causes whicii undermined West 
I'Sodian prosperity continued to operate. So long as sugar 
I maintained its price the planters with the help of cooUe 
I labour were able to but the beetroot bounties 

I eame to ent from under t^i the industry in whidh they 
' had placed their main dependence ; the reports were oon- 
) tinnally darker of distress'^nd rapidly approaching ruin. 
I Petitions for protection were not or could not be granted. 

They were losing heart— tCe worst loss of aU ; while the 
I Home Qovemment, no longer with a view to separation^ 
l^^t with the hope that i^might produee the same effeet 
which it had produced elsewhere, were still looking to 
their old remedy of the exte^Dsion of the principle of self- 
government. One serious step was taken very recently 
towards the re-establishmenTof a constitution in Jamaaea* 
It was assumed that it had fiSled before because the Uaoka 
were not properly represen^. The council was again 
1 made partially elective, aiid_^the black vote was admitted 
1 on the widest basis. A power was retained by the Crown 
of increasing in case of necessity the nominated official 
members to a number w£idi would counterbalance the 
I eketed members; but the" power had not been acted on 
and was not perhaps designed to continue, and a reetless 
hope was said to have revived among the negroes that the 
day was not far oil when Jamaica would be as Hayti and 
they would hare the island^ to themselves^ 

To a person like myseld^to whom the preservation of 
the British Empire appeared to be the only public cause in 
which just now it was po^ible to feel concern, the problem 

was extremely interesting. had no prejudice agjiiiist seii- 

govemment. I had seenjlie Australian colonies growing 
under it in health and strength with a rapidify which 
zivalM the ptogms of thT American Union itself. I bad 
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^iNwrvBd in fikmlli Africa ibatjhe wnliiBioiui and perpleu- 

ties there diminished exactly in proportion as the Home 
Guvernment ceased to interiere. T cnnld not hope that as 
an outsider X ooold see my way through di&oulties wh ere 
pnetiBed ejw vere at a lo ST B at it was dear tiiat the J 
Weet IiidieB ware snffiwing, be the oauae what it might* I 
learnt that a party had risen there at last whieh waa 
actually in faMjur of a union with America, and I wished 
to find an answer to a question which I had long asked 
myeeU to no purpose. My o lS^ iend Mr. Motley was once^ 
■peaking to me of the probable aceeesion of Canada to the 
Amwriflan republic. I askedlum if he was sure that Canada 
would like it. * Like it ? * h e rep lied. * Would I like the ^ 
house of Bai'ing to take me into partnership ? ' To be a 
partner in the British Empireappeared to me to be at least 
jw great a thing as to be a state nnder the stars and 
afanpea. What was it tharCanada, what was it tiiat aiyp 
other eolony, would gain by exohangmg British dtisenship 
for American citizenship? did America oflor to 

those wiju joined her which wu refused to give or neglected to 
give ? Was it that Great Britain did not take her colonies^ 
into partnership at all ? waslT'that while in the United 
Slates tiie Uood dreolatedjreely hxm the heart to the 
coetremiliee, so that ^if one^m^her snifered all the bodyl 
suffered with it,' our colonies were simply (as they used 
to be called) ' plantations/ offshoots from the old stock set 
dowTi as circumstances ha^^ctated in yarioos parts of the 
globe, hut vitally detaohed and left to grow or to wither 
aeeording to their own inhere nt strc 1 1 ^^UlZ ^ 

At one time the West Indian colonies had been more to 
us than such casual seeHTinp;^. ITiey had been regarded 
as precious jewels, which hundreds of thousands of English 
lives had been sacriilesd tojear from Franee and Bpain. 
The Carihbeaii Sea was the cradle of the Naval Empire of 
0mt Biliwn, Ihsfe DiaCTaiid Bawkins kitercepted the 
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golden Btream whioli flowed from FaDAnift Into the ezeheqner 
at Madrid, and ftinuahed FhOip with the means to eany 
on hk war with the Reformation. The Pope had oUumed 

to be lord of the new world as well as of the old. and had 
declared that Spaniards, and only Spaniards, should own 
territory or carry on trade there within the tropics. The 
seamen of England took np the challenge and replied with 
cannon shot. It was not the Crown, it was not the Govern- 
ment, which fought that battle: it was the people of 
England, who fought it with their own hands and their 
own resources. Adventurers, buccaneers, corsairs, priva* 
teers, call them by what name we will, stand as extra- 
ozdinary hnt eharacteristio fignres on the stage of history^ 
disowned or acknowledged ' by their soyereign as soited 
^ diplomatic convenience. The outlawed pirate of one year 
was promoted the next to l)e a governoi and his country 'h 
representative. In those waters the men were formed and 
trained who drove the Armada through the Channel into 
wreck and min. In those waters, in the centuries whioh 
followed, France and Eng^d fought for the ocean empire,, 
and En<^land won it— won it on the day when her own 
politicians' hearts had failed them, and all the powers of 
the world had combined to humiliate her, and Bodney 
shattered the Freoflh fleet, mad Gibraltar, and avenged 
^ptek Town. If ever the naval exploits of this country are 
done into an epic poem — and since the Hiad there has been 
no subject better fitted for such treatment or better deserv- 
j ing it — the West Indies will be the scene of the most 

^^^-^^^fl^l^flB^H^ For £n|^d to allow them to drift awaj 
from her becanse they have no immediate marketable 
value, would be a sign that she had lost the feelings with 

which pi-eat nations always treasure the heroic traditions of 
their fathers. When thobe traditions come to he rej^arded 
as something which concerns them no longer, their great- 
no. i. idn«d, on the xmnJj 
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CHAPIEB n. y ^ -» 

In the train for Southampton — Morning papeib — Tlye new ' Locksley Uall ' — 
Past and present— The * Moselle '— Heavy ^^f^Uier— The petrel -The 



Tnlartweek in Deoember, wfaen ilie 7«ar 1886 was waning 
to ils eloM, I left Waterloo "S^/in to join a West Indkn 

mail steamer at Southiiniptou^/ The air was frosty ; the fog 
lay thick over city and river; the Houses of Parliament 
themselves were scarcely visible as I drove aeroBs West- 
ininatar Bridge in the heavy' Licmdon vaponr— a syaiM of 
tibe ekmd whieh was hanging over the immediate politioal 
fiitiire. The morning papers were occupied with Lord 
Tennyson's new ' Locksley ^all* and Mr. Gladstone's 
remarks up<m it. I had reacTneither ; but from the critn 
eiamB it afipeared that Lor^^ennyaon fancied himself to 
have seen a change pass over En|^d mee bis bc^hood, 
and a change which was jaot to his mind. The fruit vTJ 
the new ideas which were then rising from the gronnd had 
ripened, nm\ the tabte was ^agreeable to him. The day 
which had followed that _^iignst sunrise ' had not been 
'■^piit' at ail; ind «iiie berakiM bdd Im of 
had proved to have lomefhmg of brass npon it. The ' nse^ 
and wont* England, the £ unkind out of which had risen 
the men who had won her ^jn^t position for her, was losing 
its old characteristics. Things which in his eager youth! 
Lord Tennyson had doBpised he saw now that he had been 
I niirtakcn in ds6|nBing; and t ETne w notioQS whieh were to 
\ xvoialBe the world were not remaking it in » shape that 
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I pleased him. Like Qoetiie, perhaps he ftlt that he was 
I stumbling over the roots of the tree ivhich he had helped 

to plant. 

The contiast in Mr. Gladstone's article was certainly 
remarkable. Lord Tennyson saw in institutions which 
were passing away the deeay of what in its time had been 
great and noble, and Hejraw little rising in the place of 
them which humanly could be called improvement. To Mr. 
Gladstone these revolutionary years had been years of the 
sweeping ofit of long intd^ble abuses, and of awaking to 
higher and traer perceptions of duty. Never^ according to 
him» in any period of herhistoiy had England made more 
If glorious iNfogress, neyer had stood higher than at the 
present moment in material power and moral excellence. 
How could it l)e otherwise when they were the years of his 
own ascendency ^ 

Metophysidana tell ns that we do not know anything as 
it really is. What we call outward oljeots are bat impres- 
sums generated upon oar sense by forces of the aetoal natnre 
of which we are totally ij^iorant. We imagine that we liear 
a sound, and that the sound is something real which is out- 
side OS ; but the sound is in the ear and is made by the 
ear, and the thing oatsidi is bat a vibration of air. If no 
animal ezisted mth organs^f hearing the vibrations might 
be as before, but there would be no such thing as sound ; 
and all our opinions on all subjects whatsoever were (-(lually 
subjective. Lord Tennyson's opinions and Mr. Gladstone's 

(cpinioDfl reveal to as oni^ the natnre and textnre of their 
own minds* which have been affected in this way or thai 
way. The scale has not ^en made in which we can weigh 
the periods hi a iiiition's life, or measure them one against 
the other. The past is ^^oue, and nuihuig but the bones of 

[it can be recalled. We bat half understand the present, 
far each age is a ehryaali^and we are ignorant into what 
it may deivelop* We do not even tiy to nnderstaiid it 
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iMMieslly, te we ehat our eyes ji^ai ngt what we do not wislP 
to see. T will not despond with Lord Tennyson. To take 
a gloomy ^lew of things will not mend them, and mo(lprn| 
enlightenment may have excellent gifts in store for us 
whieh will oome I^4uxd-By7 bnt I will not say that they 
t »Te come aa VBt>l I wH T not say that pabHo life Is Inw 
pro^ when party spirit h as de generated into an organised 
civil war, and a civil war w hich can never end, for it renews 
its Ukr like the giant of fable at every freeh election. I will 
not say that men are more honest and more law-abiding 
when debts are repudiatec Timd law is defied in half the 
floantry^ and Ifr. Qladetoneliimseif applands or 
eondemn aeto of open dishonesty. We are to eongratnfatte 
onrselves that dnolling h as cea sed, but I do not know that 
men act more honourably becau se they can be called less 
sharply to account. < Smngding,' we are told, hae disap^ 



peaied also, but the wrerkr r aeattleB his ship or nms it 
ashore to eheat the insum ee offioe* The Chureh may 

perhaps be improved in the arrangement of the senriees and 
in the professional demonstrativeness of the clergy, but I 
am not sure that the clergy have more influence over the 
minds of men than they haJ^fty years ago, or that the 
doefainea whieh the Ohnieh teacbes are more powerfol ow 
pidilic opinion. One would not gather that onr morality 
was so superior from the reports which we see in tbe news- 
paper, and girls now talk over novels which the ladies' 
maids of their graudmotherajuight have read in secret but 
would have bhished whilejgading. Eaeh age woold do 
better if it studied tta own faults and endeaTonred to mend 
thsm tnetead of eomparmg* itself with others to its own 

advantaire, 

— ? 

This only was clear to me in thinking over what Mr, * 
Gladstone was reported to have said, and in thinl^if^g 
o£ his own aehieyements and eaveor, that there are two 
of men who hare played and BtHl play a pro- 
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[mineiit part in the world — tboae who aooompliah great 
Y&ingB, and those who talk and maike speeches about them. 
The doers of things are for the most part silent. Those who 

bnild up empires or discover secrets of science, those who paint 
great pictures or write great poems, are not often to be found 
spouting upon platforms. The silent men do the work. The 
talking men ozy out at what is done becanse it is not done as 
they wonld have had it, and afterwards take possession of it 
as if it w as their own property. Warren Hastings wins India 
for ns ; the elocpieut Burke desires and passionately tries to 
hang him for it. At the supreme crisis in our history 
when America had revolted and Ireland was defiant* wh^ 
the great powers of Europe had coalesced to crash ns, and 
we were staggering under the diisaster at York Town, Bodney 
struck a hlow in tlie AVest Indies which sounded over Lhe 
world and saved for Britain her ocean bceptre. Just in 
time, for the popubir leaders had persuaded the House of 
Commons that Bodney ought -to be recalled and peace 
made on any terms. Even in polities the names of ora- 
torieal statesmen are rarely associated with the organic 
growth of enduring institutions. The most distinguished 
of them have been conspicuous only as instruments of de- 
fstruction. Institutions are the slow growths of centuries. 
The orator outs them down in a day. The tree &US, and 
the hand that wields tiie axe is admired and applauded. The 
speeches of Demosthenes and Gioero pass into Uteratiye, 
and are Btudied as models of language. But Demosthenes 
and Cicero did not understand the facts of their time; 
their language might he beautiful, and their sentiments 
noUe, but with their fine words and sentimenta they 
mdy misled their countrymen. The periods where the 
orator is supreme are marked always by confusion and 
dismteKi-ation. Goetlie could sav of Luther that lie had 
thrown back for centuries the spiritual cultivation of man- 
kind, by calling the paaskms of the multitude to judge of 
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matters which should have been left to the thinkers. We 
ourselves are j list now in one of tlio- ' uneasy periods, and 
we have decided th&t orators are tlie tittest people to rale ) 
ever us. The constiiQeneiesj^oose their members aooord* 
ing to ihe flnenoy of their kjsgaes. Can he make a speech ? 
tt tiie one test of eompeteno;f kit a legislator, and the most 
persuasive of the whole \vc laake priuit minister. We 
admire the man for his gifts, and ^^ < nccept what he says 
lor the manner in which it is uttered. He may contradiet 
to-day what be asserted yesterday. No matter. He can 
persuade others whereyer he is penoaded himself. And 
eaeh is the nature of him ^ht be can convince himself of | 
an3'tlung which it is his interest to believe. I'jh are the 
persons who are now regarded as our wisest. It was not 
always so. It is not so now with nations who are in a 
soand state of health. T£e Americans, when they choose 
a President or a Seeretuy* of State or any fdnctionary 
from whom they requir^^se action, do not select these 
femions speech- makers. Such periods do not last, for tfie"^ 
condition which they bring about becomes always intoler* 
aUe. I do not believe m" the degsomcy of our race. I 
believe the present gsnerati^ of Englishmen to be capable 
(tf all {hat their fsthers were, and possibly of more \ bat we 
are just now in a moulting state, and are sick while the 
r-process is going on. Or to takt' anuther metaphor, The~ it 
» bow of Ulysses is mistru ng. The worms have not eaten j 
into the horn or the moths injured the string, bat the ' 
omer of the house as awj^ and the suitors of Penelope 
Britannia consame her snbstance, rivals one of another, 
each caring only for himself, but with a conimuu heart in 
evil. They cannot string the bow. Only the true lord and 
master can string it, ancfln due time he comes, and the 
eotd is stretehed once mors npon the notohi singing to the 
toMh of tiie finger with the^sharp note of the swallow ; and 
the arrows fly to their mark in the breasts of the pretenders, 
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while Fallaa Athene looks on approving fxom her ooign of 
Taatage. 

Bandom meditations of this kind were sent flj'ing 
throii!?]i mc by the newspaper articles on Tenny.-^oii and 
Mr. Gladstone. The air cleared, and my mind also, as we 
ran beyond the smoke. The fields were covered deep with 
snow: a white vapour dang along the gronnd^ the winter 
sky shining through it soft and bine. The poncte and 
canals were haul frozen, aiul men were skating and l)oys 
were sliding, and all was brilliant antl beautifol. The ladies 
of the forest, the birch trees beside the line about Fam- 
boKongh, were hung with jewels of ioe, and glittered like a 
fretwork of pnrple and silver. It was like escaping ont of 
a'nightmare into happy healtEy England onoe more. In 
the carriage with me were several gentlemen ; officers going 
oat to join their regiments ; planters who had been at home 
on business; young sportsmen with rifles and cartridge 
eases who were hopmg to shoot alligalors, all bonnd 
like myedf to ih» Wert Ind^innQBteamar. The dders 
talked of sugar and of bounties, and of the financial 
ruin of the islands. I had heard of this before I started, 
and X learnt little from them which I had not known already ; 
bat I had misgivings whe^gp I was not wandering off after 
all on a fool's errand. I did not want to shoot alUgators* 
I did not nnderstand cane growing or want to ondmtand 
it, nor was I likely to find ji^j-emedy for uiic umbered and 

11)ankrupt landowners. I was at an age too when men 
grow unfit for roaming, and^re expected to stsiy quietly at 
Jhome. Phbto says that to travel to any profit one should 
go between fiflj and su^; not sooner because one has 
one's duties to attend to asa eittsen ; not after beoanse the 
mind becomes hebetated ^^JThe chief object of going abroad, 
in Piato*8 opinion, is to converse with Osloi duBpis, inspired 
men, whom Providence scatters about the globe, and from 
whom alone wisdom can ^ learnt. And I, alas I was long 
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past the limit, and dtloi, apBpe9 are not to be met with in 
these times. But if not with inspired men, I mij^ht fall in at 
any rate with sensible men wliojrould talk on things which 
I wanted to know. Winter and spring in a warm otimate 
iwe pkaaanter tban a winter and epring at home i and as 
there 10 eompensation in old people ean see some / 

objects more clearly than young people can see them. / 
They have no interests of theli^^vn to mislead their percep- 
tton. Thej have lived too long to believe in any formulas^ 
•cr theorieB. * Old age»' the Greek poet says* ' is not whoUy 
a mialbiiiuie. Experienee "Sadies thingB which the young 
know not.' > Old men at an^^file like to th ink to. \ 

The * Moselle,* in which I had tuktii my passage, was a 
large steamer of 4,U00 tons, one of the best where all are 
good-— on the West Indian mail line. Her long straight sides 
and ronnded bottom prgmise 1 1 1 1 at she would loilt and I nay 
eay that the promise was fiuthfolly kept ; but except to the 
stomachs of the inexperienced^oUin g is no disadvantage. 
A vessel taktjs less water on t^oa rd in a beam sea when shel 
yields to the wave than when she stands up stiff and straight 
.agshiflt it. The deek when I went on board was slippery 
with iee. There was the usual czwd and oonfusion before 
d epartu re, those who weregomg out being undisthfigniBhable> 

till the bell rang to clear the ship, from the friends who had 
aecompanied them to take leave. T discovered, however, 
to my satisiaction that ourparty in the cabin would not be 
4t Uucge one. The West Indian s who had eome over for the~~7 
<k>lonialEiliibitionweremost of them abeady gone. They, 
along with the rest, had tak^^^k with them a eoneeious* 
nefis that their visit had not_b^en wholly in vain, ;unl that 
the interest of the old country m her distant possessions 
Mmed quickening into lifS^noe more. The oommis* 

0 
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aionm from all oar d^eodonoiieB had been Itted In tfap 
grant iowBB, and ihs people had come to Eenmngton in 

millions to admire the productions ^^ Uich bore \vitnL.T*8 to 
the boimdioiis resources of British territory. Had it L>een 
1 only a paaaiig emotioa of wonder and pride, or was it a 
pnlnda to a more eDergefiTpolley and aotive reaointion ? 
Anv wa7 it vas aometfaniff to be idad of. BeoeDtioiss and 
public dinners and loyal speeches will not solve political 
problems, but they create the feeling of good will which 
underlies the usefol consideration of them. The Exhibition 
had aerred the pnrpoee which it was intended Icht. Ihe- 
oonfiBrence of dalegaiea giaw out of it whieh has diaenaaed 
in the hi^pieet temper the elements of our fuluie rela* 
tions. 

But the Exhibition 1 m rs were now closed, and the multi- 
tude of admirers or contributors were diBpersed or dispersing 
to their homes* In the ' Moselle ' we had only the lateei 
lingerers or the ordinarj paaaengera who want to and fro- 
on bnainesa or pleaenre. I obe^ryed them with the enrioaity 
>viLli which one btudies peibona with whom one is to be 
shut up for weeks in involuntary intimacy./^ One young 
Bemerara planter attracted my notice, as he had with him 
a newly married and beautilDl wife whose fresh oomplesum 
would so soon (ade, as it always does in those lands where 
natnra ia brilliant with eolomr and English ^eeks grow 
pale. I found also to my our prise and pleasm'c a daughter 
of one of my oldest and dearest^ friends, who was going out 
to join her husband in Trinidad* This was a happy accident 
to start with. An annooncement printed in Spanish in 
large letters in a conspicuous position intimated that I 
must be prepared for habits in some of our companions 
of a less agreeable kind. 

' be buplica a los se0ores pasajeros de no esoupir sobre 
la cnbierta de popa.' ^ 

I may aa well leave the words untranslated, bat the 



Digitized by Google 



THE 'MOSELLE* 



»9 



* soppliealion ' is nol nmweestMry. ISie Spamrii cdoBists, 

like their couiitrjTiieii at home^mokc everwhcre, with the 
OBual conBequences. The captain of one ot our mail boats] 
loand ii neceseary to lead'one of them who disregarded it 

• kwB iHiieh he wonld ^ep iember. He sent fat the 
qnertannaeter with a hnekei and a mop, atid otdered himl 
to stay by this gentlema n an d clean up till he had done. 

The wind when we started was light and keen from 
north. The afternoon sky w aa cle ar and frosty. ISouthamp' 
ton Water wis stiU as oil, and the Bim went down erimaon / 
heliind the brawn woodsof the New Forsst. Of the 'Mo-' 
eelle'B' speed we had instant e^enee, to 
/ launch raced us for a unit or t ai>, and off Netley gave up 
■ the chase. We went iei8urei^_^ioiig, duuig thii leen knots 1 
without effort, swept by Calshot into the Bolent, and had / 
i eleaied the Needles before the ja st daylight had left ns. In | 
/ a few days the iee would be gone , and we shoold lie in the' 
soft anr of perennial siim mef>/ 

Sin^ila nobis anni priL-JiiiUur ountos : 
£ripu€rre joco&, Vcuerem, couvivia, luclum — 

But the %ing yean had not stolen from me the delight of 
finding myself onoe more upon the sea ; the sea whioh ia 
eternally yonng, and gives one bask one's own yoath and 

Luoj-aiicy. 

Down the Channel the north wnul still hh w, and the ' 
water was still smooth. We set our canvas at the Needles, 
and flew od lor three days straight upon our oomrss with a 
alsady bfeese. We crassscf^ihe Bay' without the fi^^ 
OR the dinaer taUe ; we werej^ngratolathig oursehes that 
^ mid-wint^T as it was we should reach the tropics and never 
^ n^ed them. 1 meanwhile made ac(|uaintanceH among my 
West Indian fellow-passengers, and listened to their tale of 
griefaoess. The BxhibifibiThad been well enoo^^ in its 
way, bat Eifaibitions wodld not fill an empty eicheqner or 
reetoce mined plantations. The mother coantry I found 
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(was stQl regarded as a stofmiolhfir) and from more than one 
quarter I heard u more than muttcre l wisli that they could 
i)e * taken into partnership ' by the Americans, They were 
wasting away under Trade and the sngsr bountieB. 
The mother eoimtry ga?e them fine words, bat woida were 
«U. If thej belonged to the United States they would ha^e 
the benelit of a close market in a country where there wei't 
450,000,000 supiar drinkers. Enerj^ctic Americans would 
oome among them and establish new industries, and wo uld 
control the mwnanageable negro es J From the most loyal I 
%eard the despairing cry of the Britons, 'the barbaziana 
drive us into the sea and the sea drives ns baek tmon 

^^^^ ^ 

the har])anan8.* They could bear Free Trade which 
was lair all round, but not^ Free Trade which was made 
into a mockery by bountigp. And it seemed that their 
masters in Downing Streetanswered them as the 
answered our fbrefathers^We have many colonies, and we 
shall not miss Britain, ^^ritain is far off, and must take 
care of herBelf. She brings us responsibility, and she brings 
us no revenue ; we cannot tax Italy for the sake of Britons. 
We have given them oar arms and oar civilisation. We 
have done enough. Let them do now what they can or 
please.' Yirtaally this is what England says to the West 
Indians, or would say if despair made them actively trouble- 
some, notwithstanding Exhibitions and ex{iansive scnti- 
I r ments. The answer from Home we can now see was the 
i| voice of dying greatness, idiich was no longer worthy of the 
place in the world which it had made for itself in the days 
of its strength ; bnt it doabtless seemed reasonable enoo^ 
at the time, and indeed was the only answer which the 
Rome of Honorius cuuld give. 

A change in the weather cut short our conversation, iiud 
drove half the company to their berths. On the fourth 
morning the wind chopped back to the north*west. A 
beam sea set in, and the * Moselk * jostifled my eoigectares 
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about her. She rolled gunwale under, rolled at least foi-ty^ 
degrees each way, aud unshipiied a boat out of her davitB 
to windward. The waves were not as high as 1 have known 

(the Allantid firodiiee wh en in tiie htmumr for it, but thej < 
mn ^buxif steep, and curing Tone of mter poured ow ' 
the dedu The few of ob who witoed below to dinner 

liit by the dumb waiters whicli swiin^ over our 1 
heads ; and the livin{^ waikt^ Htaj:,^f^ered about with the 
dishes and upset the Boup into our laps. Everybody wael 
grumbling and miserabl e^ D riven to my eabin I was 
dostttg on a ioln when I was jerked off and drqiped npon 
the floor. The noise down lEelow on these oooasions is con- 
siderable. The steering cKains clank, unfastened doors 
slam to and fro, plates and^shes and glass fail crashing 
at some Inroh whioh is heavier than asnal, with the roar 
of the sea nndemeath as a ecnstant ac comptmimenj 

Whan a wave strikes the ship fall on the qnarter and 
she staggers from stem to stem, one wonders how any| 
lonstrucLion of wuud and iron can endure such biuwa with- 
out being shattered to fragments. And it would be shatteredT] 
as I heard an ^fltnaar ooee saj^ if the sea was not snoh a 
gentle ereatore after all. I crept np to the deek honse to 
waleh through the lee door the wild magnifieenoe of the 
Btorm. Down came a great" ;^ ice n wave, rushed in a flood J 
over ever}i;hing, and BvsepL me drenched to the skin down 
the stairs into the oabin. I crawled to bed to escape cold, 
and slid up and down my berth like a shnttle at every rdl 
of the ship till I fell into {Ee nneonsetonsness whieh is a1 
substitute for sleep, slept afSst really, and woke at seven in 
the mui uiii _' tn 111 id the sun^hining, luid the surface of the"] 
ocean still undulating but glassy calm. The only signs left 
of the teaqpest were the swaUow-like petrels skimming to 
and fro in our wake« picking uyj he seraps of Ibod and the] 
I plate washings whieh the eodk's mate had thrown overboard; 
i smallest and beautifull^t of all the gull tribe, called petrel 
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by our ftneeBton, who wmft to teir Miles more often tium 

we do for their ima^^es, in memory of St. Peter, because 
they seem for a moment to bland upon the wat^er when they 
stoop upon any boating object.^ In the afternoon we paseed 
the Azores, lising blue sad fiury^liks gut of ifaa oeesii; 
qneonscions fhi|y of the bloody ba>tties yA&Sb, ones neat on 
under thdr shsdows. There H was iliai GrenTille, in the 
•Revenue,' foupht tliiou^h a lon^r Hininmr day alone a^iiiiiht 
a host oi enemies, and died there and won immortal honour. 
1^ Asores themselTes axe Greofille's monumenty and in 
ihe menuxry of EngMsfamen sie sssooisled lor ew ivith his 
^otioiis stcHEy. Bdiind these iaisadsy too^ GrenviUe's 
comrades, the English privateers, year after year waiting 
for Philip's plate fleet. Ikhind these islaiidii lay French 
aqoadrons waiting lor the l^ltigKah sugar ships. Xhey are 
eahn and silent now, and are never hkelj to edbo any nore 
to bsttfe thunder. Man eome and go and pla^ out their 
iiitle dramas, ei»o or tragic, and it matters notfaittg to 
nature. Their wild pranks leave no scars, and the decka 
iire sw^t clean for the next comers. 

■ Thb ia flu explaaafcioii of fb* name whioh U given by Dampier. 
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CHAPT£K Hi. 

^Hm tropics — Passengers on b<mrd — Account of the Daiieik Oanal — Planters* 

cnmpTainls - Wc~t Inilian history — The SpntiT^-h enn/^n^'st— Drake p:u! 
Hawkins — The buccaneers —The pirates— ^"^rench and English— Bo^CJ 
— BlUtle of April 12— Peace with bonoor-Zpoeni and talkers. J 

Alfonm twD dajs and w« were in Um tropioe. The norths 

cast titule blew behind us, and our uun speed being taken 
■off from the speed of the winJthere was scarcely air enough 
to fill our Baik. Tlw wwb s wen t down and the parte wm 
<ipQDed,«iid wehadpftMed suddenly from iR&ier inloper' 
peloal mnnmer, as Jeaa PavTnyB H nm be irith na in 
death. Sleep c^me back so ft an d sweet, and the water was 
warm 121 our morning bath, and the wonies and annoy- 
^uioes of Hie Tanisbed in these sweet surroundings hke 
nightmiH^ whea iro iwAe. How well tbe Greeks uadentoad 
llie apirifcoal beauty of theawT ^^tX^ w i jcX^iirttywiTjb* 
ttmtcdj Bays Bnripidear ' The eea waabee off all flie 
woes of men.' The passengers lay about the decks in their 
•chairs reading story books, fhe youiij^ ones played Bull. 
The officers flirted mikii y wi th the pretty young ladies, 
for m brief interal can and anxiety had spread their winge 
4Hid iowB away, and exietenoe Haelf beoaae delii^tfaL 

Then was a young aoientiie man en board who inle- ) 
rested me much. He had been sent ont from Kew to take 
•charge of tlie Botanical Gardens in Jamaica — was tjuiet, 
jnodestf and nnaffoeted, a^clerstood his own subjects well, 
Mod eould make ollm nn^er^tand them ; with him I had 
mveh agreeable eonvereaKn^ And there was another 
singular person who attracted me even more* I took him 
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at first for an American. He was a Dane I fonnd, an*, 
engineer by profoBsiony and was on his way to some Soaih 
American repablio. He was a long lean man with grey 
C) es, red hair, and a laugh as if he so enjoyed the thing 
that amused him that he wished to keep it all to himself, 
laughing inwardly tiU he choked and shook ^ith it. Hia- 
ohief amuBement ecemed to have lain in watehing the per- 
formanees of Liberal politieianB in wions parts of the 
world* He told me of an (^»poeiiion kader in some parlia- 
ment whom his rival in office had disposed of by shutting 
him up in the caboose. * In the caboose,' he repeated, 
bcreaming with enjoyment at the thought of it^ and evi- 
dently wishing that all the parliamentary orators on the 
globe were in the same plaoe. In his wanderings he had 
been lately at the Barien Ganal, and gave me a wonderftil 
account of the cuiulition of things tln re. The orij^inal 
estimate of the probable cost had been twenty-Hix milliou^ of 
our (English) money. Most of these milHoos had been spent 
already, and only a fifth of the whole had as yet bedn exe- 
oated. The entire cost wonld not be less, under the exist- 
ing management, than one hundred and twenty millions, 
and he evidently (Inulitcd whetlier the canal would ever be 
completed at all, though professionally he would not confess 
to such an opinion. The waste and plunder had been ineal- 
oidable. The works and the gold that were set moving \f$ 
them made a feast for nndean harpies of both sexes from 
every nation in the four continents. I liked everything. 

about Mr. except his ears, the flaps of which stood 

out at right angles. Tom Cringle's Ohtd may have been 
something li Jk^ him* 

There was a small blaek boy among ns, evidently of 
pure blood, for his hair was wool and bis ooloor Uaek 
as ink. His parents must Lave been well-to-do, for the l)oy 
had been in Europe to be educated. The officers on board 
and some of the ladies phiyed with him as they would pUiy 
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irith % monkey. He had little more than a monkey ^ 

perhaps less, and the gefitiires of him grinning behind 
gratings and pushing out hiB long thin arms between the 
bfu» were curiously suggestive of the original from whom 
ne aie told now that all of as eame. The wonit of ifc ivas* 
that» being lifted above his own people, he had been iaa^t 
to deepifle them. He was tpoflt as a bhek and oould not 
l»e made into a white, and this \ found afterwards was the 
invariable and dangerous consequence whenever a superior 
negro contrived to raise himself. He might do well enough 
himeel^ bat his family feel their blood as a degradafeion,. 
His ehildren wiU not many among their own people, and 
not only will no white girl marry a negro, but hardly any 
dowry can be large enough to tempt a West Indian whit^ 
to make a wife of a black lady. This is one of the most 
Biaaster fBstores in the present state of sooial life there* 

SmaD personalities cropped np now and then. We had 
rqpBOoon talivee of aO profesBions among us exoept the 
Church of England clergy. Of them we had not one. The 
captain, as usual, read us tlie service on Sundays on a 
cushion for a desk, with the onion jack spread over it. On 
board ship the captain^ like a sovereign, is si^reme, and in 
Bpiritnai matters as in seenlar. Brake was the first com* 
mander who carried the theory into practice when he ex<- 
CO ILL mu moated hie chaplain. It is the law now, and the 
tradition has gone on imbroken. In default of clergy we 
had a missionary, who for the most part kepthislips ck)6ed« 
He did open them once, and at my ei^ense. Apropos of 
nothing he ssad to me, ' I wonder, sir, whether yon ever 
read the remarks upon you in the newspapers. If all ilia 
attacks upon your wntings which I have seen were collected 
together they would make an interesting Tolome.' This 
was alL He had delivered his sonl and rel^^aed into* 
silnniO- 

From a Puerto Bieo merchant I leamt that, if the 
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English oolcmkB were in « baci way, the Spanish tnkftkm 

were in a worse. His own island, lie said, was a nest of 
squalor, misery, vice, and disease. Blacks and whites were 
equally immoral; and so far as habits went, the whites 
the filthier of the two. The oomplaintB of the Edq^ 
Weel IndianB were lees eweet^^ sndt as to immaraiity 
between whites and blacks, neither from my companions in 
the ' Moselle ' nor anywhere afterward did I hear or sec 

(^^igii of it. The proHigacy of planter life passed away 
mth elaveiy, and the ohaogd eonditioii of the two mees 
makee impoaBible any retam to the oM hsHtB. But they 
had wron|i;s of their own, and were eloquent in their ex- 
position (.il ihem. We hacTlaken the islands from France 
and hpaiu at an enormous expense, and sve were throwing 
them aside like a worn -out " ehild 's toy. We did nothing 
for them. We allowed them no advantage as Bntish 
«ab|eetB, and when they tr^djo do something for them- 
selves, we interposed with an Imperial veto. The United 
States, seeing tlir West IniTTan trade j^ravitatinf; toward?? 
New York, had otfered them a commercial treaty, being 
willing to admit their 8agi^*^uty free, in consideration 
of the islaade admitting fTT'retnm their salt flsh andf 
flonr and notione. A treat^ad been aetnaDj agreed to 
between the United States and tiie Spanish islands. A 
similar treaty bad Ix-en freely^bfTered to them, which raijOfht 
have saved them from ruinTa^d the Imperial Government 
had disallowed it. How, miSer such treatment, eoold we 
espeet them to be loyal to tTuTBritiah eonneetiont 
* It was a relief to tnrnTaek from these lamentations to 

I the brilliant period of past West Indian history. With the 
planters of the prt .scut it was all mnar — 8n?::ar and the lazy 
blaoks who were England's darlings and would not work for 
them. The handbooks wSreequally barren. InihemllooBd 
nothing bat modem statisties pointing to dreary etmehi* 
flions, and In the place of a^ hmnan interest long stories 
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«f MMlitiitifmfl, tNdfrages, representalivtt mMomW iea, ponaw^ 

elected members, and power s reserved to the Crown, 
i^ach things, imix>rtant as they might be, did not touch my | 
imagination. And to an Englishman, proud of his eounttyi 
ihe Wesl IndiM had % ftur hi gher inl erert. Strange aeanes *^ 
itMiiMd aemi menoty, and « rittdowy procoiatoii of 
:great figures who have printed their nameB in history. 
•Columbus and Cortez, Vasco Nunez, and Las Casas ; the 
millionB of innocent Indians jvhp, according to Las Casas, 
nm daalroyed out of the i^uidB, ths Spaniih yin dl ug 
^Mmtodealh in thefargold mines; tho hlaok avmnns niM 
iMre pourad in to take their place, and the frightfet story 
of the slave trade. Behind it all was the Euroi>ean drama ^ 
of the sixteenth century — Charles V. and Philip fighting 
.tigainst the genius of the new era, and feeding their armies 
trith the ingots ol the new i^ij. The eonvalBum sptead l 
MOBB the Attaatie. The Eng Ssh Prateatants and the J 
Fieneh Hngnenots took to sea like water dogs, and ehal- 

fenged their enemies in their own special domain. To the I 
popes and the Spaniards tlie new world was the property 
ol the Church and of those who had diaoorered it. A / 
papal trail beatowed on Spain 'all the eoonttiee whieh kgr 
within the tiopiea wwt of tETAthuDtio— « form <tf If onroe I 
doctrine, not unreasonable as long as there was force to 
maintain it, but the force was indisix nsablc, and the I*ro- 
testant adventurers tried the question with them at the 
^aanon's uoiith* They w erTof the refonned laith all ol / 
tern, iheae bsa imra ol^^ early days, and» lika their 
€Beaiiea,th<7w«f0 0f a jeiyiniied comply The 
Spaniards, gorged \dth plunder and wading in blood, were 
at the same time, and in tlieir own eyes, crusading soldiers 
•of the faith, missionaries of th e Holy Church, and de* i 
Inndeni of the doetrinea wEieh^rere imptooaly aaaailed in 
Bttrope, The privateers fr^Piymooth and Bodielle paid 
4dao ivtlie ooat of thair ex^itiona wi0i the pillage of shipa 
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and towns and the profita of the slave trade ; and they too 
were the nnlieensed champions of spiritnal freedom in their 

own estimate of themselves. The ^old which was meant 
for Alva's troops in Flanders found its way into the 
treasnre houses of the London companies. The logs of the 
Toyages of the EUsahethan navigatorB represent them 
foithfolly as they were, freehooters of the oeean in one 
aspect of them ; in another, the sea warriors of the Befor* 
mation — imcommissioned, nnrecognised, fif^litin^; on their 
own responsibility, liable to be disowned when they failed* 
while the Queen herself would privately be a shareholdef 
in the adventttre. It was a wild anarchio scene, fit cradle 
of the spiritnal freedom of a new age, when the nations of 
the earth were breaking tEe chains in which king and 
priest ha<l bound tlicm. I 

To the tSpaniards, Drake and his comrades were corgaiim^ 
robbers, enemies of the hoifiah race, to be treated to a short 
shrift whenever fimnd anf oan^^t. British seamen who* 
fell into their hands were carried bef(»re the Inquisition at 
Lima or Carthagena and IjuniL aL the stake as heretics. 
Four of Drake's crew were unfortunately takt ii once at 
Vera Cniz. Drake sent a message to the governor-general 
that if a hair of their hea£ was singed he would hang ten 
Spaniards for each one of them. (This curioos note is at 
Simancas, where I saw it.)*^ So great an object of terror ai 
Madrid was El Draque that he was looked on as an incar- 
nation of the old serpent, and when he failed in his last 
enterprise and news came that he was dead, Lope de Vega 
sang a hymn of triumph m an epic poem which he called 
^TheDragonftea.' ^ 

When Elizabeth died and peace was made with Spain^ 
the adventurers lost souitihing of the indirect countenance 
which had so far been extended to them ; the execution of 
Bateigh being one among other marks of the change of 
mind. But they continued^nnder other names, and no 
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MiiTe eftni wag made to su^^refls tbeiii. The Spaniah? 

Govtrnment did in 1627 agree to leave Enpjland in ijosses- 
Hidii of Barl>5idoes, but the pretpiisiniis to iiu cxcliKsive right 
to trade eoatiniied to be mamt aiiitd, and tlie KngUsh and . 
Fieneh rafiiBed to reoogniae it. The Freiuih priTateera 
aeised Toriaga, aa ialaiid o ff S t. Bommgo, and fchej and 
thdr Bni^&li friends Bwarmed in the Caribbean Sea as 
buccaneers or flibiistiers. THej exchanged names, perliapi^| 
as a symbol of then* alliance. * Flibuatier ' was Englifih 
and aowmiption of froel>ooter. * Buccaneer * came from the 
bomeaii* or dried beef, of the wild cattle whieb the Fieneh 
hnntera shot in Espailola^ and whioh fonned the chief of 
their sea stores. Boucan became a French verb, and, 
accorihng to Labat, wati itself the Carib name for the 
caabew nut. 

War breaking oat a<:^in in CromweU*8 time, Fenn and 
VenabkB took Jamaica. TEEe flibostiers from the Tortngas 
drove the Spaniards oat~of Hayti, which was annexed to 

the French crown. The comradeship in religions enthu- 
siasm whicli liad originally drawn the two nations toi^ether 
cooled by degreeh, as French Catholioe as well as Protestants 
took to the trade. Port~K^al became the headqoartera of 
the EoQ^h bnccaneers — ^Ae kst and greatest of them 
being Henry Morgan, whoiooE and plundered Panama, was 
knighted for his st rvices, aii^was afterwards made j^ovt ruor 
of Jamaica. From the time when the Spaniards threw 
open their trade, and EnglfsTi seamen ceased to be delivered 
OTsr to the Inquisition, thelgngliah buccaneers ceased to 
be respectable characters and gradually drifted into the 
pirates of later history, when under their new conditions 
they produced their more questionable heroes, the Kidds 
and Blackbeards. The Freucli dibustiers continued long 
altsr^lar into the eighteenth century — some of them with 
commiaMui as pri^ateersy others as forboju or unlioensed 
rovers^ but still connived at in Martinique. 
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Adventurers^ bnoeaaeen, pirate paes aenws the stage — 
thaenrtain fiJUiOfi them, *nd riies an a more gloriooi leene. 

Jamaica had become the depot of the trade of England 
with the western wurid, and golden streams had poured 
into Port JLioyal. Barbadoes was ouoocu^d \vhen England 
took poeaowion of it» and nevifir paaied out of our baadB; 
bat the Anttllw — ^th^ Anterior IdM— ^hieh ttaod like a 
string of jewels round the neek of tiie Caribbean Sea, had 
been most of them colonised and occupied by the French, 
and during the wars of the last century were the objects of 
% never ceasing conflict l)etween their fleets and onrs. Th» 
French had planted their iangnage there, they had planted 
their religion there, and the blaeks of these islands gene^i- 
rally still speak the French patois and call lliemsehci* 
Catholics ; but it was deemed essential to our interests that 
the Antilles uhouid be not French but English, and Antiguat 
Martmiqne, St. Lueia, Bt* Vincent^ and Grenada were 
taken and retaken and taken again in a straggle perpeta«^ 
ally renewed. Whm the American odonMS revolted, the 
\Vust Indies became involved in the revolutionary hurri- 
caiie. France, Spain, and Holland — our three ocean rivals^ 
^-ecwubincd in a supreme effort to tear from us onr Imperial 
power. The opportunity was seized faj Irish patriots to 
elamoor for Msh nation^y, and by the SngHsh Badieala 
to demand liberty and the rights of man. It was the most 
critical moment in later English history. If we had yielded 
to peace on the terms which our enemies offered, and the 
English Liberals wished i£jo aoeept» the star of Great 
Britain woold have set for ever^ 

The West Indies were then nnder the diarge of Bodney , 
whose brilliant successes' had already made his nnme 
famous. He had done his country more than yeoman s^ 
service. He had torn the iTccward Islands from the French. 
He had panished the Hollanders lor joining the eoalitioii 
by taking the ishmd of St. Enstaohios and three miUioDs* 



Digitized by 



MODNEY 



31 



tioHh of ttoc«9 and money. The fMtrioi party at home 
led bj Fox and Burke were ill fileaaed with theae vietoriee, 

for they wished us to be dnven into surrender. Burke- 
denounced liodney as he denounced Warren IlaatiDgs, 
and Hodney was called hom<; tu answer for himself. In 
hia abaenoe Demerara» the Heeward lalanda* Si. Enstaehina 
iiael( vera eaptored or recovered by the enemy. The / 
French fleet, now supreme in^ie weatem watera, blockaded 
Lord CoriiWiiliic* iU York Town and forced Liui to capitulate. 
The SpaniiirdM had fitted out a fleet at Havannab, and the 
Count de Grasse, the Frcnefi admiralt froni tKe y 

wtonona thunder of the A menca n cannon, haatened baek 
to xelomiah himaelf at Ma rgmj ae, intending to join the 
Spaniards, tear Jamaica fromjis^ and drive us finally and 
completely out of the West Indies. One chance remained. ^ 
Kodney was ordered hack to his st ation, and he went at hia- 
beat apeed, taking all the 8hip_with him which oookl then 
be apared. It waa mid-winter. He finraed hia way to Bar* / 
badoea in five weeka spito of equinoctial atonna. The 
\\\\\% orators were indignant. They insisted that we were 
Uiaten ; there had been bloodshed enough, and wo muiait 
ait down in our hunuiiatioiT. 'Dn; Government yielded,, 
and ft peremptory order folbwedrbn Bodney'a tracks * Strike 
yoor flag and come home.* "Sad thai fatal command 
raaehed him Gibraltar woolcTEAve fiidlen and HastingB's 
Indian Empire would have melted into air. iiut l»n<luey 
knew that his time was short, and he had been prompt to* 
use it. Before the order came, the severest naval battle in 
EngUah annals had been fought and won. De Graiae waa 
ft priaonery and the French fleet waa acattored into wreck 
and ruin. 

Be OraBse liad refitted in the Martinique dockyardn. 
He himself and every ofiicer in the tleet was ooulident that 
Fjigiand waa at laat done for, and that nothing waa left bat 
to gather the frnitB of the victory which waa theira already. 
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Not XerxeB, when he broke throagh Thermopyltt and mtehed 
from the shore hk thomand galleys streaming down to the 

Gulf of Salamis, was more assured that his [n ize was in his 
hands than De Grasse ou the deck of the ' Ville de Paris,' 
|the ^estship then floating on the seas, when he heard thai 
Bodnej was at Bt. Lnoia and intended to engage him. He 
did not even believe that the English after so many reverses 
would venture to meddle ^th a fleet superior in force and 
inspirited with victory. All the Antilles except St. Lucia 
were his own. Tobago, Grenada, the Grenadines, St. 
Vincent, Martinique, Dominica, Guadaloape, Montserrat, 
Nevis, Antigua, and St. KitfsT he held Aem aU in proad 
possession, a string of gems, each island large as or 
larger llian the Isle of Man, ri>iii^^' up with high volcanic 
peaks clothed from hase to crest with forest, carved into 
deep ravines, and fringed with hixuriant plains. In St. 
Lnoia alone, lying between St. Vineent and Dominica, 
khe Engliah flag still flew, and Bodney lay there in the 
harbonr at Castries. On April 8, 1782, the signal came 
iruui the north end of the island that the French fleet 
had sailed. Martinique is in sight of St. Luoia, and 
the rook is still shown from which Bodney had watched 
day by day for signs that they were moving. Th^ were 
ont at last, and he instantly weighed and followed. The 
air was light, and De Grasse was under the hif^h lands of 
Dominica before Rodney came 14) with him. l^otii tleets 
were becalmed, and the English were scattered and divided 
by a evrrent which nms between the islands. A breese 
at last blew off the land. The French were the first to feel it, 
and were able to attack at advantage the leading English 
division. Had De Grasse ' come down as he ought,* Bodney 
thought that the consequences mij^jht have been b&rioos. 
In careless imagination of superiority thiy let the chance 
go by. They kqit at a distance, firing long shots, which as 
it was did considerable damage. The two following days 
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llie fleets manoeuvred in sight of each other. On the night 
of the eleventh liodiiey inadL' Rif]nirtl for the whole fleet 
to go south under press of sail. The ij'rencli thought he was 
flying. Ua tacked al two in the morning, and at daybreak 
foond himaelf where he wished to be, with the French fleet 
4m his lee quarter. The Freneh looking for nothing hnt 
aj^aiii a distant eamii uade, euiiUuuLd leisurely along under 
the north highlaaids of Domiuiea towards the channel 
which separates that ialaud from Guadaloupe. In number 
of shipB the fleets were eqnal ; in sise and complement of 
crew the French were immensely superior; and beeides 
the ordinary ships' companies they had twenty thouBand 
soldiers on boiU'd who were to be used in the con<jUcst 
oi Jamaica. Knowing well that a defeat at that moment 
would be to England irreparable rain, they did not dream 
that Bodney would be allowed, even if he wished it, to 
risk a cloee and deoistve engagement. The English adnnral 
was aware also that his country's fate was in his hands. 
'/It was one of those sMi)ienie moments which great men 
[/ dare to use and small men tremble at* He had the ad- 
vantage of the wind, and ooold force a battle or decline 
it, as he pleased. With dear daylight the signal to en- 
gage was flying from the masthead of the 'Formidable/ 
Rodney's ship. At seven in the morning', April I'i, 1782, 
the whole fleet bore down obhquely on the French line, 
cutting it directly in two. Bodney led in person. Having 
passed through and broken up their order he tacked again, 
still keeping the wind. The French, thrown into confusion, 
were unable to reform, and the battle resolved itself into a 
number of separate engagements in which the Kngli^ih bad 
the choice of position. 

Bodn^ in passing through the enemy's lines the flrst 
time h*d exchange broadsides with the 'Glorieux,' a 
seventy-four, at close range. He had shot away her masts 
iiiid bowsprit, and left htr a bare hull ; her flag, however, 

n 
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Btill flying, being nailed io a splintered spar* So lie left 
her unable at least to stir ; and alter he had gone about eame 

himself yardann to yardarm with the superb *Ville de Paris/ 
the pride of France, tlu' largint shi^) in the then world, 
where De Grasse oommaiided iu person. AH day long tlie 
oannon roared. Bodney had on board a favonrite bantam 
cock, which stood perched upon the poop of the ' Formid- 
able* through flie whole action, its shrill voice heard crowing 
through the thunder of the broadsides. One by one the 
French ships stnick their flajL^s or f(3Uf;ht on till they 
foimdered and went down. The carnage on board them was 
terrible, crowded as they were with the troops for Jamaica. 
Foorteen thousand were reekoned to have been hilled, 
besides the prisoners. The 'Yille de Paris* surrendered 
last, ligliting desperately mIui hope was gone till hiT masts 
were so shattered tliat they could not bear a sail, and her 
decks above and below were littered over with mangled 
limbs. De Gtasse gave np his sword to Bodney on the 
'Formidable's' quarter-deck* The gallant ' Glorienx,' un- 
able to i!y, and seeing the battie lost, hauled down her flag, 
but not till the uudisabled reniuaiits of her crew were too 
few to throw the dead uito the sea. Other ships took 
fire and blew up. Half the French fleet were either taken 
or sunk; the rest crawled away for the time» most of them 
to be picked up afterwards like crippled birds. 

So on that memorable day was the EngUsh Empire 
saved. Peace followed, but it was 'peace with honour.' 
The American colonies were lost; but England kept her 
West Indies; her flag still floated over Gibraltar; the 
hoBtOe strength of Europe all combined had failed to 
twist Britannia's ocean sceptre from her: she sat down 
ni iiiued and bleeding, but the wreath had not been torn 
irom her brow, she was still sovereij^n of the seas. 

The bow of Ulysses was strung in those days. The 
order of recall arrived when the work was done. It was 
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pfnmdly obeyed ; and even the great Borke admitted that 

no honour could be bestowed upon liodney which he li.ni 
not dt'served at hifl counti'y's hands. If the British iiimpke 
18 etiU to have a prolonged career before it, the men who 
imake empires are the men vho ean hdd them together* 
I Oratorieai reformen ean overthrow what deeerves to be over- 
thrown. InBtitntions, even the best of them, wear out, and 
muat givu place toothers, and the fine political speakers are 
the iDstnuuenta of their overthrow. But the line speakers 
produce nothing of their own, and as oonstmotive statea- 
men their paths are strewed with fiulnreB, ThewraihieB 
of England are the men who cleared and tilled her fidde^ 
formed her laws, built her colleges and cathedrals, founded 
her colonies, fought her battles, covered the ocean with 
oommeroe» and spread oar race over the planet to leave a 
mark upon it which time will not effiice. These men are 
seen in their work, and are not heard of in Piarliamenti. 
When the aoeoant is wound np, where by the side of them 
will bland our famous orators '? What will any one of them 
have left Uihind him save the wreck of institutions which 
had done their work and had ceased to serve a useful 
purpose? That was their bnsinesa in this world, and thcj 
did it and do it ; bnt it is no very Morions work, not a work 
over whieh it is possible toj^el any * fine enthnsiaem.' To- 
choj) down a tree is easier than to make it grow. When 
the business of destruction is once completed, they and 
their Isme and glory will disappear together. Our true 
great ooes will sgain be visible, and thenoeiorward will be 
visible alone. 

r Ih there a single instance in onr own or any other 
history of a great political speaker who has added any- 
: thing to human knowledge or to human worth? Lord 
' ' ^rhatHi** may stand as a lonely exception* But eieept 
) ' (Chatham who is there ? KSt one that I know of. Oratory 
* is the ^endthrift sister of^e arts, which decks itself like 

o i 
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)a strnmpet mth the tags and ornaments whioh it steals 

:ifrom real superiority. The object of it b not troth, but 
anytliiiiL' wliich it can imike appear truth ; Jinything which 
\\ It cau perbuade people to believe by calling in their pasaions 
^ io obsenre their intelligence. 
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CUAPTEli IV. 

First sight of BttrbftdoM— Origin of the name— Pdre Labat^Bridgetowtttira 

hi.iulrcd years ago — Rlarcry and Chrigtianity— Economic criBis — Sag^r 
bouiuiub — Aspect of t))e siiocts (tofenuuent House and ita oociipanta — 
Duties of a governor of iiarbadoeti. 

Englamd was covered with snow when we left it on 

December 80. At sunrise on January 1 2 \. e were anchored 
in tiie roadetead atBiidgetown, and the island of Barbadoe^ 
lay ])rfm'e ub shining in the haze of a hot summer morning. 
It is aboat the sue of the Isle of Wight, onltivated so fiur 
as eye ooold see with the oompleteness of a girden; no 
mountains in it, scarcely even high hills, hut a surface 
l»le;isaiitly undulating, the pres.iiliii;^ colour a vivid green 
from the cane fields ; housos in to^n and country white 
from the coral rock of which they are built, bat the glare 
from them reUeved hy heavy damps of trees. What the 
trees were I had yet to discover. Ton coold see at a glance 
that tht' island was as tliickly j)eopkHl as an antliill. Not 
an iiK-li of sMil M-eniod to be allowed to run to waste. Two 
hundred thousand is, I believe, the present number of 
JBarbadiaos, of whom nine-tenths are blacks. They re- 
fose to emigrate. They cling to their home with innocent 
vanity an though it was the finest country in the world, and 
iiailliply at a rate so ra[>i(l tliat no one lilcc s to tbinl. al>out 
it. Labour at any rate is abundant and clu ap. In Bar- 
badoes the negro is willing enougli to work, for he has no 
other meana of living. Little land is here allowed hun to 
grow his yams npon. Almost the whole of it is still held by 
thewhtleain large estates, cultivated by labourers on the old 
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system, and, it is to be admitted, cultivated most admirably. 
If the West IiulicH are going to ruin, Barbatluis, at any 
rate, ia being ruined with a smiling face. The roadstead 
was erowddd with shipping— larg^ barques, steamers, and 
brigs, sehooners of all shapes and sorts. The trainmg 
sqnadron had oome into the bay for a day or two on their 
way to Trinidad, four tine bhips, conspicuous by their 
'white ensigns, the squareness of yards, and generally im- 
posing presence. Boats were flying to and fro under sail 
or with oars, officials ooming off in white calico dress, with 
awningsover the stem sheets and chattering crews of negroes. 
Notwithstanding these exotic symptoms, itwas all thoroughly 
J-'ntjlish ; we were under the guns of our own men-of-war. 
The language of the Anglo-Barbadians was pure English, 
the voioes without the smaliest transatlantic intonation. 
On no one of our foreign possessions is the print of 
England's foot more strongly impressed than on Barbadoes. 
it has been ours for two centuries and three-quarters, and 
was organised from tlie first on English traditional linon, 
with its constitution, its parishes and parish churches and 
churchwardens, and schools and psjsons, all on the old 
model ; which tiie unprogressiTe inhabitants haye been wise 
•enough to leave undisturbed. 

Little is known of the island l)cfore we took possession 
•of it — so little that the origin of the name is still uncertain. 
Barbadoes, if not a corruption of sc^no older word, is Spanish 
or Portuguese, and means ' bearded.* The local opinion is 
that it refers to a banyan or fig tree which is common there, 
and which sends down from its branches long hairs or 
fibres supposed to resemble beards. I diRi)elieve in this 
derivation. Every Spaniard whom 1 have consulted con- 
firms my own impression that ' barbados ' standing alone 
could no more refer to trees than 'barbati' standing akme 
oould refer to trees in Latin. The name is a century older 
than the English occupation, for I have seen it In a Spanish 
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«faari of 152S. The question is of some interest, sinoe it 

|>erhap8 implies that at the first discovery there was a race 
of beai d(.d Curibs there. However this may be, Barbadocr^, 
Alter we became masters of it, ei\|oyed a period of unbroken 
pnxqperitty lor two hundred years. Beiore the oonqueet of 
Jamaica, it was the prineipal mart of omr West Indian 
trade ; and even after that conquest, when all Europe drew 
its new luxury of sugar from these islands, the wealth and 
.splendour of the Euglish residents at Bridgetown astonished 
And stirred the envy of every passing visitor. Absenteeism 
^ yei was not. The owners lived on their estates, governed 
the island as magistrates nnpaid for their serviees, and 
-equally unpaid, took on themselves the defences of the island. 
Pere Labat. a French misBiouary, paid a visit to l^arbadoos 
at the begiuuing of the eighteenth century. He was a clever, 
sareastic kind of man, with fine literary skill, and describes 
what he saw with a jealous appreciation which he intended 
io aei upon his own oonntrymen. The island, aeeordi 1 1^; to 
him, was lutming over witli wealth, aid was very imper- 
fectly for tilled. The jewellers' and bilverhiuiths" shops in 
Bridgetown were brilliant as on the Paris boulevards. The 
.port was full of ships, the wharves and warehouses crammed 
with merehandise from all parts of the gbbe. The streets 
were handsome, and thronged with men of business, who 
were piling up fortunes. To the Father these sumptuous 
gentlemen were all most civil. The governor, an English 
milor, asked him to dinner, and talked such exoellent French 
that Labat forgave him his nationality. The governor, he 
said, resided in a fine palace. He had a well*fdmi8hed 
library, was dignified, courteous, intelligent, and lived in 
stat*^ like a prince. A review was held for iha French 
priest's special entertainment, of the Bridgetown cavalry. 
Five hundred gentlemen tamed out from this one district 
admirably mounted and armed. Altogether in the island 
he says that there were 8,000 horse and 2,000 loot, every one 
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of them of coarse white and En^^iah. The offioen stniek 
him particularly. He met one who had been fire years a 

prisoner in the liiistille, and had spent las time there in 
ieariuuf; mathematics. The planters opened tlieir bouses 
to him. Dinners then as now were the received form of 
Engliflh hospitality. They liyed well, Labat says. They 
had all the Inznries of the tropics, and they had imported 
the partridges which they were so fond of from England^ 
They had the costliest and choicest wiiu^s, and laiew how 
to enjoy them. They dined at two o'clock, and their dinner 
lasted four hoors. Their mansions were snperbly furnished, 
and gold and silver plate, he observed with an eye to 
business, was so abundant that the plunder of it would 
pay the cost of an expedition for the reduction of the 
island. 

There was another side to all this magniiiceiice which 
also might be turned to account. There were some thou- 
sands of wretched Irish, who had been transplanted thither 
after the last rebellion, and were bound under articles to 

hil)<)ur. These might be counted on to rise if an invading 
force appeared ; and there wert; riO,000 blaves, who would 
rebel also if they saw a hope of success. They were ill fed 
and hard driven. On the least symptom of insubordina- 
tion they were killed without mercy ; sometimes they were- 
burnt alive, or were hung up in iron cages to die.' In the 
French and Si>aiiisli inlands caie was taken of the souls of 
the poor creatures. They were tauglit their catechism, they 
were baptised, and attended mass regularly. The Anglican 

' Labat seems to say that ihe^' wcro Imn^' iij) hIiv< in thf^c ca^^rs. and 
left to die there. He sa^-h elst^where, aud it may be hoped that the explana- 
tion if tfa« teq«r one, that tfa« MMUtly impoitod iMgroM ollm dattragpwl 
IhenkMlTas, in tiw bslief tluU whra de«d they wotild retiam to tlieir ovn 

country. In the French islands M well as the English, th« bodiM of 

suit i'l<'3 werp eTtpo?i» <] in tlu'^r cap^*?. from whu li they conld not be <?tolpn» 
to I niivincr the jmor pcopk of tlu'ii mistake by their own ©ye»». He sriya 
that the contrivance was successful, and that after this the aUves did not 
desUoj thMBMihw wat$ mora. 
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dergy, he «ud with profeBBtonal malice, neither bajptised 
them nor tanght them anything, but regarded them aB- 

mere aiunials. Tu keep Christians in slavery they held 
would be wrong and indefensible, and tbu^- therefore met 
the difficulty by not making their slaves into Christiami. 
That baptism made any essential difference^ howeveri he- 
does not insist. By the side of Christianity, in the Catholic 
islands, devil worship and witeheraft went on among the 
same persons. No instance had ever come to his knowledge 
of a converted black who returned to his country who did 
/ not throw away his Christianity jnst as he wonld throw 
|l away his dothes; and as to cmdty and immorality, he 
\ aamito that the English at BarbwloeB were no worse than 
Lis own piople at Martinique. 

In the collapse of West Indian pi osi)(M it y which followed 
on emancipation, Bai'badoes escaped the misfortunes of the 
other islands. The black population being so dense, and the 
pUhee itself being so small, the squatting flystem could not 
be tried; there was plenty of labotur always, and the 
planters being relit;vtd of the charjj^e of tin ir wnrkinen 
when they were sick or worn out, had rather gained than 
lost by the change. Barbad^es^ however, was not to escape 
for ever, and was now havingits share of misfortonea. It 
is dangerous for any eonnlry* to commit its fortunes to an 
exclusive occupation. Sugar" was the most immediately"^ 
lucrative of all the West Tndian prodiutinns. ]iarha<l<>eH 
is exceptionally well soiieS^to sugar-growing. It has no 
{ monntains and no foresfsT' The soil is dean and has been 
carelnBy attended to for two hundred and fifty years. It 
had been owned during the preeent centnry by gentlemen 
who for tilt; most part lived in i n jl ind on the profits of their 
properties, and left theuTto be maiiaged by agents and 
attorneys. The method orirnanaj^cment was expensive. 
Thsir own habits were expensive. Their incomes, to which 
\ th^ had fived up, had beencut short lately by a series of 
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bad aeasoDs. Money had been borrowed at high infterMk 
year after year to keep the estates and their owners going. 

On the top of this came the beetroot competition backed up 
( 1)y a bounty, and the Barbadian sugar interest, 1 was told, 
had gone over a precipice. The unencombered resident 
proprietors could barely their heads above water. The 
returns on three^qnartersjjt the properties on the isUmd nj 
longer sufficed to pay the expenses of cultivation und the 
interest of the loans wliich had l>een raised upon them. There 
was impending a general bankruptcy which might break up 

Ctirely the present sysfSi and leave the negroes for a time 
^.Ihont the wages which were the sole dependence. 

A very dark picture had thus been drawn to me of the 
prospects of tlie poor little island which had been once so 
brilliant. Notliinj; could be less like it than the bright 
sunny landscape which we saw from the deck of oar vesseL 
The town, the shipping, the pretty villas, the woods, and the 
wide green sea of waving cane had no suggestion of min 
About them. If the ruin was coming, clearly enough it 
V had not yet come. After Itreakfast we went on shore in a 
boat with a white awning over it, rowed by a crew of black 
boatmen, large, fleshy, shining on the skin with ample feed- 
ing and shining in the fsee with innocent happiness. They 
rowed well. They were amusing. There was a fixed tariff, 
and they were not extortionate. The temperature seemed 
to rise ten degrees wlien we landed. The roads were blind- 
ing white from the coral dust, the houses were white, the 
flun scorching. The streets were not the streets described 
by Labat; no splendid magasines or jewellers* shops like 
those in Paris or London ; but there were lighters at the 
quays loading or unloading, cai'ts dashing along with mule 
teams and making walking dangerous ; signs in plenty of 
life and business \ few white faces, but blacks and mulattoes 
swanning* The houses were substantial, thou^ in want of 
paini. The public buildings, law courts, hall of asaemUj 
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^ were solid and bandeonie, nowhere out of repair, 

tliough with somethinj; to be desired in point of smartness. 
The inaikt't square wouUl liave been well enonj:;h but for 
A statue of Lord Nelson which stands there, very iike« but 
small and ineignificant, and lor some extraordinary reason 
thflj hare painted it a liright pea-green. 

We crept along in the shade of trees and warehouses 
tin we reached the principal street. Hire my friends 
brought me to the Iceliouse, a sort of club, with leiiding 
Tooms and dining rooms, and sleeping aocommodation for 
members fron a distance who do not like eoloniaL hotels. 
Before anything else could be thought of I was intro> 
dueed to eocktail, with which I had to make closer acquaint- 
ance afterwards, cwktail Ininjif the estabUshed corrective 
of Weet Indian languor, without which life is impossible. 
It is a compound of rum, sugar, lime juice, Angostura 
Utters, and what else I know not, frisked into effervesoence 
by a stick, highly agreeable t5lhe taste and effective for its 
immediate puqwse. Cocktail over, and walking in the heat 
b( in^ a thin*; not to \w thought of, I sat for two lioiirs in a 
balcony watcliing the people, who were thick as bees iu 
swanning time. Nine-tenths of them were pure black ; you 
laiefy saw a white tee, but still less would you see a 
diseontenled one, imperturbable good humour and self- 
aatisfaetioii beiii;^' written on the features of every one. 
The women struck me csju c ially. They were smartly 
dressed in white calico, Hcrupulonslv clean, and tricked 
out with ribands and feathers ; but their figures were so 
good and they carried tbemseWes so well and graeeftilly, 
that, although they might make themselves absurd, they 
eould not look vulgai". Like the Greek and Etruscan 
women, they are trained from childhood to carry heavy 
weights on then* heads. They are thus perfectly upright, and 
plant their leet firmly and naturally on the ground. They 
mi^t aervis for seulptors' models, and are well aware of 
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it. There were no signs of poverty. Old and young seemed 
well fed. Some had hrooghi in baskets of fruit, baaanae, 
tininges, pine apples and sticks of sugar oane ; others had 
yams and sweet potatoes from their bits of garden in the 

country. TIk- men were active enough drivin*? carts, 
wIrh ling biirrows, or selling flying iish^ which are cau^t 
oil* the island in shoals and are cheaper than herrings in 
Yarmouth. They chattered like a floek of jackdawB, bat 
there was no quarrelling ; not a drunken man was to be 

/seen, and all was merriment and good humour, ^^y poor 
duwntuxlden black lirotliers and sisters, ho far as I could 
judge i'roui this iirst introduction, iooked to me a very 

l^fortunate ckiss of fellow-creatures. 

Oovernment House, where we went to luncheon, is a large 
airy building shaded by heavy trees with a garden at the 
back nl" it. West Indian houses, 1 found aftL-rwiirds, are all 
cunstructed on the same pattern, the object being to keep 
the sun out and let in the wind. Long verandalis or 
galleries run round them protected by green Venetian 
blinds which can be opened or closed at pleasure ; the rooma 
within with polished floors, little or no carpet, and con- 
trivances of all kinds to keep the air in continual circula- 
tion. In the subdued green light, human ilgures lose 
their solidity and look as if they were creatures of air 
also. 

8ir Charles Lees and his lady were all that was polite 

and hospitable. They invited me to make their house my 
home thn-ing my stay, and more charming liost and hostess 
it would hav(! been impossible to find or wish for. There 
was not the state which Labat described^ but there was the 
perfection of courtesy, a courtesy which must have be* 
longed to their natures, or it would have been overstrained 
long since by the demands made upon it. Those wlio Irive 
looked on at a skating ring will have observed an orange 
or some such object in the centre round which the evolu- 
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I. the ice artist sweeping out from it in 
V rvfrniie circumference, curviug back on 
III" j];aiu8 the orange again, and then oli' 
. ffi's}! departure. Barbadoes to the West 
. ..\i£*ation is like the skater'B orange. All 
t TH from Europe, arrive at Barbadoes first, 
-i'li.iry steamers catch them up, bear them 
' to the ^\ indward ur Leeward Isles, and on 
. ! I thorn back to Carlisle Bay. £very vessel 
rson or persona to whom the Grovemor is 
',o\v hospitaliiy. He mnst give dinners to the 
ntry of the island, he mnst give balls and 
«^ ' ir ladies, he must entertain the otHcers of 
i. When the We«t Indian squadron or the 
iiidron drop into the roadstead, admirals^ 
captains must all be invited. Poreign ships 
• and come continnally, Americans, French, 
< ] PortujinieBe. Presidents of South Ame rican 
. > iiL^ineerR iruui Daiien, all ports ajid conditions 
.'.ho go to Europe in the Euglinh mail vessels, take 
. I irturo from Carlisle Bay> and if they are neglected 

• it »s a national aftont. Cataraots of champagne 
' tioiy if the British name is not to be discredited. 

♦ -.jH-nse is unavoidably and is enormous, while the 
•nnr'fi vpry moderate salary is luund too large by 
iiiic politicians, ancfthere is a cry for reduction 

1 tias of course most grateM for 8ur Charles's invitation 

v.vvflf. From him, better" perhaps than from anyone, 

' uUl learn how far the passionate complaints whicli i had 
• ini about the state of the islands were to be listened to 
- iiccouBt6 of actual fact. I found, however, that I must 

•Hipone both this parti6ular pleasure and my stay in . 

sHiadoes itself till a lattf' opportunity. Mr purpohe had 
w D to remain there till I Ead given it all the time which 
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I isoold spare, thence to go on to Jamaica, and from Jamaiea 

to return at leiBure round the Antilles. But it liad been 
asi-ertained tluit in Jamaica there warf small-pox. I suppose 
that there generally is small-pox there, or typhus fever, or 
other infeetioas disorder. Bnt spasms of anxie^ assail 
periodically the souls of local aathorities* Vesseb eomin^ 
from Jamaica had been quarantined in all the islands, and I 
found that if 1 proceeded thither as I proposed, I should be 
refueed permission to land afterwards in any one of the other 
ooionies. In my perplexity my Trinidad friends invited me 
accompany them at once to Fort of Spain. Trinidad was the 
|mOBt thriving, or was at all events the least dissatisfied, of 
\all the British possessions. I could have a glance at the 
Windward Islands on the way. I could afterwards return to 
Barbadoefi, where Bir Charles assured me that I should Btii) 
^d a room waiting for me. The steamer to Trinidad sailed 
the same afternoon. I had to decide in haste, and I dedded 
to go. Onr luncheon over, we had tune to look over the 
pretty gardens at Government House. There were great 
cubba«]^« pnlniH, cann(tii-i»all trees, mahogany trees, almond 
trees, and many more which were wholly new acquaint* 
anoes. There was a grotto made by climbing plants and 
creepers, with a fountain playing in the middle of it, where 
orchids hanging on wires threw out their dusters of flowers 
fur the moths to fertilise, ferns waved their lonjr fronds 
in the dripping showers, humming birds cooi(?d their 
wings in the spray, and flashed in and out like rubies and 
emeralds. Gladly would 1 have lingered there, at least for 
a oigar» bnt it could not he ; we had to call on the Com- 
mander of the Forces, Bir C. Pearson, the hero of Ekowe in 
the Zulu war. Him, too, I was to see aijain, and hear inte- 
rebting stories from about our tragic enterprise in the 
Transvaal, for the moment my mind was filled sufficiently 
with new impressions. One reads books about plaoes, but 
the images which they create are always unlike the real 
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oljeet. All that I had seen was abeolntelj new and imex* 

pected. I was glad of an o])i)ortunity to readjust the in- 
formation which I had brou^^lit with me. We joined our 
new vessel before sunset, and we steamed away into the 
twiiid^U 
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CHAPTER V. 

"West Indian poUtmpss — Negro morals and felicity— Island of Mt. Vincent - 
Grenada— Tl»e harbour— Disappearance of Uie whites — An island o£ bUck 
freeholders— Tobago- Dramatic art — A promising incident. 

West Indian civilisation is old-fiiduoned, and has none of 
the piisbinj: mtinnorB which belong to younger and i>€rhap8 
more thriviuj^ cuuiui unities. The West Indians themselves, 
though they may be deficient in energy, are nniformly ladies 
and gentlemen, and all their arrangements take their oom- 
plexion from the general tone of society. There is a re- 
finement visible at once in the subsidiary vessels of the; mail 
service which ply among the islands. They are uliiio^L as 
targe as those which cross the Atlantic, and never on any 
line in the world have I met with oMcers so oonrteoos and 
•cultivated. The cabins wei o spacious and as cool as a tern- 
poratoreof 8(r, gwdnaJ^ rudnff m we ^ soafh, wonM 
permit, runkalis waved o\ er ns at dinner. In oiir berths a 
single Bheet was all that jv^s provided for us, and this was one 
more than we needed. A sea was nmning when we cleared 
oat from under the land.'^Among the cabin passengers was 
a coloured family moving abont with 

nurses and children. Th^ little things, who had never been 
at sea before, sat on the floor, staring out of their large 
helpless black eyes, not krjowing what was the matter with 
them. Forward there were perhaps two or three hundred 
coloured people going from one island to another, stnging, 
dancing, and chattering all night long, as radiant and happy 
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•as carelessness and content could inako them. Sick or not 



iuibabije good humour and good spirits. 

It was too hot k> sleep ; yre sat seyeral of afl smoking 
on deck, and I leami the first aathentic partioulars of the 
present manner of lile of thesemnoh misnnderstooci people. 

Evidently they belonged to a race far inferior to the Zuhis 
and Ca&res, whom I had kn5wn in bouth Africa. They 
were more ooairaely formed in limb and feature. They 
would have been slaves in their own eoontiy if they had 
noi been bronijht to onrs, and at the worst had lost nothing 
by the change. They wei L good-natured, innocent, hui m- 
less, lazy perhaps, but not more lazy than is perfectly 
natural when even Europeans must be roused to activity 
by eoektail. 

In the Antilles generally, Barbadoes being the only ex- 
eepikm, negro lunilies have eaoh their eabin, their garden 

ground, their grazing for a cowT They Uve smTounded by 
most of the fruits which grew in Adam's paradise — oranges 
and plantains, bread-fniit, and cocoa-nuts, though not apples. 
Their yana and eaesaya gKnTwithont effort, for the soil is 
eaafly woEied and inexhanstibl/'^tOe. The eorse is taken 
off from nature, and like Adam Rgain they are under the. 
covenant of innucence. florals iu the technical sense they 
have none, but they cannot besaid to sin, because they have 
no knowledge of a law, and^tlierefore they ean eommit no 
bceaeh of the law. Th^'are naked and not ashamed. 
They are married as they call it, bat not par$oned» The 
woman prefers a looser tie that she may be able to leave a 
man if he treats her unkindly. Yet they are not licentious. 
I never saw an inunodeat look in one of tlieir faces, and 
nam heard of any venal prodigacy. The system is strange, 
but it answers. A missioDaEy told me that a eonneotkm 
mrcly tarns ont well which bS^ns with a legal marriage. 
The chiidien scramble up anyllow, and bIiiH for themselves 
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like chickens soon as they are able to peck. Many die in 
this way liy eating nnwlioTehoiuu food, but also many live, 
and those who do live growjip exactly like their parents. 
It is a very peculiar state of things, not to be understood, 
as priest and miaaionary agrSeTWtlumt long aegnaintawce* 
There ib evil, bat there i. n^e dem«rdis>ng effoet of «*fl. 

They sin, but they sin oniy us aniniais, without sliame, 
because there i^; no sense oTdoing wrong. They eat the 
forbidden fruit, but it brings with it no knowledge of the 
difference between good and evil. They steal, bat if detected 
iliey £ill back npon the L ord. It was de will of de Lord 
tbai they should do this or {EttT De Lord forbid that they 
flhotild go against his holy pleasure. In fact these poor 
children of darkness have eScaped the consequences of the 
Pall, and must come of anoCEer stock after all. 

Meanwhile they are p( rf ctly happy. In no part of the 
globe is there any peasan^ whose evety want is so com- 
pletely satisfied as her Majesty's black sabjeots in these 
Wt st Indian islands. The^liave no aspirations to make 
them restless. They have no guilt upon their consciences. 
They have food for the picl£g up. Clothes thqr need not, 
and lodging in snch a dim^need not be elaborate. They 
have perfect liberty, and are safe from dangers, to whieh if 
(f left to themselves they woGId be exposed, for the English 
rule prevents the strong from oppressing the weak. In 
their own country they would havo remained slaves to 
more warlike races. In'^e West Indies their fiathera 
nndfflrwent a bondage of centniy or two, ligjiier at ita 
worst ilian the easiest fSm, of it in Africa; their de- 
scendants in return havt; nothing now to do save to laugh 
and sing and enjoy existence. Their quarrels, if they 
have any, begin and ei^ in words. If happiness is the 
Iw all and end all of li^and those who have most of it 
liaye most completely attained the object of their being, the 
'nigger ' who now baSlu among the niias of the West 
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Indian plantations is the supreme&t Bpecimen of pre&eut 
hoiiianity. 

We retired to our berths at hust. At wiiking we were 
ai anchor off St. Vincent, an island of volcanic monntainB 
robed in forest from shore lo crest. TiU kte in the last 
oentory it wae the headquarfm of the Caribs, who kept np 
a savage indei)eiideiicc tliere, recruited by runaway slaves 
from Barbadoea or elsewhere. Brandy and Sir Ealph "7 
Abercrombie reduced them to obedience in 1796, and St. 
Vineeiit throve tolerably ddwn to the days of free trade. 
Even now when I saw it» l^gston, the principal town, 
looked pretty and weill to JoTreminding me, strange to say, t 
of towns in Norway, the houses stretcliinfif along the Bliore • 
painted in the same tints ofhlue or yellow or pink, with 
the same red-tiled roofs, the trees coming down the hill 
sides to the water's edge, villas of modest pretensions shining 
throng^ the foliage, with the fO^lehes of cane fields, the equi- 
valent in the landscape of the tlrllliant Norwegian grass. The 
l)rohi>erity has for the last fort^ years waned and waned. 
There are now two thousand white people there, and forty 
thousand coloored people, and Ihejproportion alters annually 
to oar disadvantage. The n s u a 1 remedies have been tried. 
The eonstttntion has been altered a dosen times. Jnstnow 
I believe the Crown is trymg to do witliout one, having 
found the refiults of tlie eleSive principle not encouraging, 
but we shall perhaps revert to it before long ; any way, the 
tsbles show that each fear the trade of the island de- 
eraases, and will contsniie to decrease while the eipenditnre 
increases and will increase. 

1 ilid not land, for tlie time was short, and a& a beautiful 
picture the island was best seen from the deck. The 
ehanetsristics of the people are the same in all the 
Antillee, and could be studied elsewhere. The bustle and 
confoaion in the ship, the erowd of boats ronnd the ladder, 
the clamour of negro men's tongues, and the blaze of colours 

■ 8 
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from the negro ivomen's dteefles, nmde up together a eoeiie 

sufficiently entertaining for the hour which we remained. 

In the middle of it the Governor, Mr. S , came on board 

with another oihciai. They were going on in the steamer 
to Tobago, which formed part of his dominionB. 

LesTing St. Yinoent, ire were all the forenoosi paaBmg 
the Chrenadines, a string of small islands fitting into their 
proper place in the Antilles semicircle, ])ut as if Nature had 
forf!;(jtten to put them together or else had broken some 
large island to pieces and scattered them along the line. 
Some were large enoni^ to have onoe carried sngwr planta- 
tionsy and are now made over wholly to the bladn; others 
were fishing stations, droYes of whales during certain months 
frequenting these waters ; others were mere rocks, amidst 
which the white-sailed American coastin{]j schooners were 
beating up against the north-east trade. There was a stiff 
breese, and the sea was white with short curling waves* 
Imt we were rmming before it and the wind kept the deek 
fresh. At Grenada, the next island, we were to go on shore. 

Grenada was, like St. Vincent, the home for centuries of 
man-eating Caribs» French ^r a century and a half, and 
finally, after many desperate struggles for it, was ceded to 
England at the peace of fei sailles. It is larger than St. 
Yineent, thongh in its features it has the same 

character. There are lakF? iu the liills, and a volcanic 
crater not whuUy quiescent ; but the especial value of 
Grenada, which made us figKt so hardly to win it, is the 

I deep and landlocked harbonrTthe finest in all the At>^h^, 
Pere Labat, to whose eoantrymen it belonged at the time 
of his own visit there, says that ' if Barbadoes had such a 
harl)our as Greiiachi it would be an island without a rival 
in the world. If GrenacnTbelonged to the English, who 
knew how to torn to profit natural advantages, it would be 
a rich and powerfiil eoUmfT In itself it was all that man 

, oodddeefre. To live there^fas to live in paradise.' Ubait 
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found the island occupied by countrymen of his own, *pai8an» 
iiisez* he calls them, growing theii' tobacco, their indigo 
and scarlet rocou, their pigs and their poultry, and contented 
lo be without sogw, withi^ slaves, and withoat trade. 
The ehaogs of hands from which he eiqpected so miioh had 
aelnally eome aboai. Qrenada^did belong to the English, 
and had belonged to us ever since Piodney's peace. I was 
anxious to aeb Low far Labafs^)ropliecy had Ijeen fu Hilled. 

St. George's, the ' capitSlT" stands on the neck of a 
fWiifOThi a mile in leng^th, mioh forms one side ol tha 
harbour. Of the houses, M»» look out to sea, soma 
inwards upon the catenate ^ as the harbour is called. At 
the pfuiit there was a fort, apparently of some strength, on 
which the British flag was fiyiug. ^\ c signalled that we 
had the Governor on board, aficfthe fort replied with a puff 
of smoke. Sound there was none or next to none, but wa 
presnmed that it had oome f^m a gun of some kind. We 

anchored outside. Mr. S iSiided in an official boat, with 

two llagh, Lo dibtini^uish it fiom a missionary's boat, which 
had only one. The crews of a dozen other boats then 
elsmbered np the gangway to dispute possession of the 
rest of as, shonting, swearing, lying, tearing ns this way 
end that way as if we were iSurasaes and they wild beasts 
wanlinr^ tu dine upon us. Wu engaged a boat for oiuselves 
as we supposed; we had no soont r entered it than the 
scandalous boatman proceeded to take in as many more 
passengers as it woold hold/^JCamonstranoe being wn, wa 
settled the matter by stepping into the boat next adjoining, 
and amidst howls and eiSecraticms we were borne trium- 
phant I y off and wt re pulltd^nTo the land.j 

Labat had not e^taggerat ed ffi e beauty oi the landlocked 
basin into which we entereJ^on rounding the point. On 
three sides wooded hills rose high till they passed into 
BMMmtains; on the loarth'^nhs the castle with its slopea 
and batteries, the church afill town beyond it, and tivery*^ 
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where Inxiiriaiit troi»ieal forest trees omhanging the violet- 
coloured water. I could well understand the Frenchman'a 
delight when be saw it, and also tlie Katisfaction with which 
he would now acknowledge that he had been a shortsighted 
prophet. The EngUsh had obtained Grenada, and this is 
what they had Eiade of it. The fbrts whieh had been 
erected by his eornitrymen had been deserted and dismantled; 
the castle on which we liad seen our flag flyinj^ was a ruin ; 
the walls were crumbling and in many places had fallen 
down. One golitary giin was left, but that was honeycombed 
and could be fired only with half a charge to salate with. It 
was tme that the forts had ceased to be of use, but that 
was because &ere was nothhig left to defend. The barbonr 
is, as I said, the best in the West Indies. There was not 
a vessel in it, nor so much as a boat-yard where a spar 
could be replaced or a broten rivet mended. Once there had 
been a line of wharves, the piles had been eaten by 
worms and the platfonn^U'had fallen through. Bound us 
when we landed were unroofed warehouses, weed -choked 
courtyards, doors go]ie,^nd window frames fallen in or out. 
Such a scene of desolation and desertion I never saw in my 
life save once, a few weeks later at Jamaica. An £n|^ish 
lady with her children had come to the landing place to 
meet my Mends. They, too, were more like wandering 
ghosts than human beings with warm blood in them. All 
their thoughts were on going home — home out of so miser- 
able an exile. 

Nature had been simply allowed by as to resmne posses* 
don of the island. Here, where the cannon had roacedt 

and ships and armies had fought, and the enterprising 
English had entered mto occupancy, under which, as we 
are proud to fancy, fKe waste places of the earth grow 
green, and industry and civihsation follow as its inevitable 
fruit, all was now silence. Not Babylon itself, with its 
bats and owls, was more dreary and desolate. And this 
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mfl an Engliah CiDim oolon^f as rioh in raonioea as any 
area of soil of equal sise in the world. England had de* 
manded and seized the responsibility of Tnanfl-ging it — this 
was the result. 

A gentleman, who for some purpose was a passing 
xeeidant in the island, had asked OB to dine with him. His 
house was three or four dies inland* A good road ro- 
mained as a legacy from other times, and a pair of horses 
and a phaeton carried us swlSly to his door. The town of 
St. George's had once been populous, and even now there 
seemed no want of people, if mere nombers sufficed. We 
passed for half a nule throupTr*^ straggling street, where 
the houses were evidently oecu^ed though nnoonscioiis for 
muiy a year of paint or repair. They were squalid and 
dik4*Klated, l)ut the luxuriant bananas and oran^'e tre«s 
in the gardens relieved the ugliness of their a])pBarance. 
The road when we left the lown was overshadowed with 
gigantio mangoes planted long ago, with almond trees and 
eedar tiees, no relations of %jhnon& 
the most splendid ornaments of the West liidiiin forest. 
The valley u[) which we drove whs beautiful, and the 
house, when we reached IT^showed taste and culture. 

Hr« had rare trees, rfire ilowers, and was taking 

advantage of his temporaiy''7esidence in the tropics to 
make expoiments in hortiooltnre* He bad been brought 
there, i believe, by some necessities of business, lie told 
us that Grenada was now the ideal country ol modern 
social reformers. It had become an island of pure peasant 
propnetors* The settlers, who had once been a thriving and 
wealthy eommonity, had m^ed away. Not more than six 
himdred English were left, and these were clearing out at 
their best speed. They hiid sold their estatt s for unything 
which they could get. The free blacks had bought them, 
and about 6,000 negro £amihes, say 40,000 black souls in all, 
now shared the soil between them. Each fiunily lived inde- 



Digitized by Google 



56 TBE ENGLISH 2N THE WEST INDIES 



pendeutly, growing coffee and cocoa and orangeB, and all were 
doing very well. The poeaeBsioQ of property had broo^i 
a sense of ite rigJitB with it. They were as litigious as Irish 
peasants ; everyone was at law with his neighbour, and the 

itslaiid was a gold mine to the Attorney-Creneral ; otherwine 
they were quiet haimless fellows, and if tlie politiciajifl 
would only let them alone, they would be perfaoUy eon- 
tented, and might eventually, if wisely managed, eome to 
some good. To set up a constitution in such a place was a 
ridiculous mockery, and would onlv l)e another iidma for 
Bwindling and jobbery. Black the island was, and biack it 
would remain. The conditions were never likely to arise 
which would bring back a European population ; but a 
governor who was a sensible man, who would reside and use 
his natural influence, could manage it with perfect ease. 
The ishiiid belonged to Lli^Iand ; we were responsible for 
what we made of it, and for the blacks* own sakes we ought 
not to try experiments upon them, "^ey knew their own 
deficiencies, and would infinitely prefer a wise English ruler 
to any constitution which os{,uld be offered them. If left 
entirely to themselves, they would in a generation or 
two relapse into savages ; "tTiere were but two alternatives 
before not Grenada onlyjlTut all the English West Indies — 
either an English administration pure and simple like the 
East Indian, or a falling eventually into a state like that of 
Hayti, where th^ eat the babies, and no white man ^aa 
own a yard of lan^,^^ 




It was dark nij^ht when we drove back to the port. 
The houses along the r^^, which had looked so miserable 
on the outside, were now lighted with paraffin lamps. I 
could see into them, and was astonished to observe signs of 
comfort and ev^ signs of taste — arm-chairs, sofiss, side- 
boards with cut glass upon them, enpravini^s and coloured 
prints upon the walls. The old state of tliinj^.*, i» ^one, but 



a new state of things is rising which may have a worth of 
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its own. The plant of ciyilisaiion as yet baa taken but 
fseUe toot, and is only be^pouung to grow* It may thriTO 

yet if those who have troubled all the earth will consent for 
another century to take their industry elot where. 

The ship's galley was^aiting at the wharf when we 
roachod it. The captain also had been dining with a finend 
on 8horo» and we had to watTfor him« The ofibhore night 
hreeae had not yet risen. The harboiur was smooth as a 
iookiiig giii-ss, and the stars shone double in Liio sky and 
uu Lhu watijr. The aiieuce was only broken by the wliistle 
of the iisards or the ery of some far-ofif marsh hrog. The 
air was wanner than we ever feel it in the depth of an 
Engliflih 8ommer» yet pure HA delieions and charged with 
the perfume of a thonsand flowers. One felt it strange that 
with bO beautiful a possession lying at our doors, we should 
haTe allowed it tu bUda out^ of our hands. 1 could say for 
myeeUy like P^e Labat, thelsland was all that man oonld 
desire* * En mn mot^ U est d^dense.' / 

The anohor was got np Jmmediately that we were on 
l>oard. Ill the morning we were to hnd ourselves at Port 

i i >li;Liii. Mr. S , the Windward Island go\(;rnor, who 

li I joined us at St. Vincent, wab, m 1 said, going to Tobago* 
De ¥oe took the human psSt of his Bobinson Grosoe from 
the story of Jtian FemandexT^The locaiiiy is supposed to 
have been Tobago, and Trinidad the island from which the 
cannibal savages came. We are continually shuffling the 
cards, in a hope that a bc^r game may be played with 
them. Tobago is now annexed to Trinidad. Last year 
it was a part of ICr. dominions which he periodi- 

cally Tiaited* I fell in intS him again on his retora, 
and he told us an incident wliieh Ijetell him llure, illus- 
I traling the unexpected slia})es in which the seluxauiasici is 
appearing among the blacks. An intimation was brought 
to him on his arrival that, :is the Athenian joomeymen had 
pbyed '^ytmm and Thisfieat the nuptials of Theseus and 



Digitized by Google 



58 I HE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

Hippolyta, a party of \illagers from tbe interior of Tobago 
would like to act before liis Excellency. Of course he oon- 
senied. Thej came, and went through their per£Dniiaiioe« 

To Mr. S 'e^ and probaUy to the reader's astoniBhmeni, 

the play wMeh they had selected was the * Merchant of 
Venice.* Of the rest of it he i>erhap8 thought, like the queen 
of the Amassons, that it was ' sorry stuff/ but Shylock*8 
representative^ he said, showed real appreciation. With 
freedom and a peasant proprietary, the money lender ia a 
neeessary phenomenon, and the actor's imagination may 
have been assisted by personal recollections. 
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Cbades Kingsley at Trinidad ' Lay of the Last Buccaneer'— A French /orfaan 
^Adventure at Aves — Masd ou boai J a pirate ship — Port of Spun— 
A booM in Iho tnigioB— A pdUtM niMliiig—GofnnauBi Hoom— Hm 
W o tenM il Ouden*— Kiagd«7'B iooiiis<^8iigMr «iMat and ooolias. 

I Hiaaz spaire m^rself & desmption of Trinidad, for the 
aatonl lidatares of the plaoe, its forests and ite gardens, 
lis exquisite flora, the lo^eBneas of its birds and insects, 

have been described already, with a gi-aee of touch and a 
fullness of knowledge which "Tcould not rival if I tried, by 
my dear friend Charles King glS^ He was a naturalist by i 
inatinet, and the West Indies and all belonging to them 
bsd been the passion of his IUST Hie had followed the logs^ 
and journals of the Elizabethan adventurers till he had made 
their genius part of himself. "T^n Amyas Leip^h, the hero of 
* Westward Ho,' he produced^ a figure more completely re- 
praeentatiTe of that eztraorduiaiy set of men than any other 
nofelistt eioept Sir Walterrtas ever done for an age re- 
mole from his own. He loBowed them down into their"} 
ktest developments, and sang their swan son^ in his ' Lay 
of the Last Buccaneer.' "S^Tcharacteristic is thia poem of 
the transformation of the West Indies of romance and ad- 
mtare into the West Indieirof sogar and legitimate trade, 
flist I steal it to ornament toy own prosaic pag^* 

THE LAY OF THE LAST BUCCANEER. 

Oh I Eii^j;land i^; fi plfasnnt place for tlum tiiat's rich and high. 

Bat England is a cruel place for snoh j)o<ir folks as I ; 

Aud &ucii a i>ort for mariueni I'll uever uee again 

Ai the pleasant lale of Aves beside the Spuush nudti. 
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There were forty craft in Aves that were both swift and stout. 

All furnished well with small arms and cannon all iiLuut ; 
And a thousand men in Aves made laws so fair and free 
To choose their valiant captains and obey them loyally. 

Then we sailed against the Spamardwith his hoards of plate and gold« 
Which he wnuig with cruel tortures from Indian folks of old ; 
Likewise the mmtshant captains, with hearts as hard as stone^ 
Who flog men and keelhaul them and starve them to the bona. 

Oil t palms grew lu(^ in Aves, and fruits tiiat shone like goldt 
And the oolibris and paoots they wete gocgeons to behold, 
And the negro maids to A^ from bondage fast did flee 
To waleoma gallant sailors a sweeping in from sea. 

Oh I sweet it was in Aves to hear the landward breeze 

A swing with good tobscoo in a net between the trees, 

Vfilii a negro lass to frn yon while yon listened to the rosr 

Of the breakers on the reef outside whieh never touched tiu shonu 

But Scripture saith un ending to all fine thinfjs must be, 
So tliu king's ships uaileil on Aves and quite put down were we. 
All day we fought like bull dogs, but they burnt the booms at night. 
And I fled in a piragua sore wounded frmn the flgfat. 

Nine days 1 tloateel star\ing, and a negio lass beside, 

Till for all I tried to cheer her the poor young thing she died. 

But as I hiy a gasping a Bristol sail came by. 

And brought me home to Kughaid here to bey imtii I die. 

And now I'm old and going : I'm sure I can't tell where. 
One comfort is, this world's so hard I can't be worse ofif there. 
If T might but be a sea dove, I'd lly across the main 
To the pleasant isle of Aves to look at it once again. 

By the side of this imaginatiye picture of a poor 
English sea rover, let me place another, an authentic one, 
of a Jb'rencii forban or pirate in same seas. Kinggiej's 
Aves, laie of Birds, is down on the Amerioui coast. 
There is another island of ^he same name, whioh was 
oocasionally frequented by the same gentry, about a hun- 
dred miltJB Boutli of JJumiJui a. Tore Labat going ouce 
from Martinique to Guadaloupe had taken a berth with 
• Captain Daniel, one of the most noted of the French corsairs 
of the day, for better secnrity. Peoj^ were not sen^mloos 
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in IhoBe times* and Laba t and Daniel had been long 
good friends. They were cAoght in a gale off Dominica, 

blown away, and carried to_A^es, where they found an 
English merchant ship lying a wreck. Two Enpjlish ladies 
from Barbadoes and a dozen_other people had eacape d^on 
dura. They had aeoi fog help, ^ d a large ▼eaadcamelfor \ 
them fhe day after Danid^j^val. Of oonree he made 
a priie of it. Labat said prayers on board for him before"] 
the engaj:jeraent, and the vessel surrendered after the first 
shot. The good humour of thej)arty was not disturbed by 
this incident. The pirates, their prisoners, and the ladies 
ifaiyed together ior a fortnight at Aves, catehing turtles i 
sad boweannlng them, piffliicking, and enjoying themsdYce. ' 
Dsniei treated the ladies with the ntmost politeness, 
carried them afterwards to^Rt. Thomas's, dismissed them 
onransomed, sold his prizes, and wound up the whole affair 
to the satisfaction of every one. Labat relates all this wiib ) 
vonfacftil hmiKnir, and tdBTSS^ other tiunga. the 
foUowing story of Danidl '(hi some expedition, when he 
was not so fortunate as to have a priest on board, he was in 
want of provisions. Beinc^ an outlaw he could not furnisli^ 
himself in an open port. JJne night he put into the har- 
bour of a small island, called Los Santos, not for from 
Domiiiiea, where only a few" fomiliee resided. He sent a 
boat on siiore in the took the priest and two 

or three of the chiei" inhal'itants out of their beds, and car- 
ried them on board, where he held them as hostages, and 
then under pretence of compulsion requisitioned the island 
to send him what he wanted. The priest and his com- 
psnioiMi were treated meanwhile as guests ol distino- 
tiim. No violence was neeesflary, for all parties nnderstoodl 
one another. While the stores were being collected, Daniel 
Buggested that there was a good opportunity for his crew 
to hear mass. The priest ol Los Santos agreed to say it for 
them. The sacred Tessels'^. were sent for from the church 
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on shore. An awning was rigged over the forecastle, and 
an altar set up under it. The men chanted the prayers. 
The oaimon answered the pnipoee of miuio* BroadaideB 
were fired at the first sentenoe^ at fhe ExmHaX^ at the 
£2emftofi, at the Btfyieritefum, and a fifth at the prayer for 
the kinpj. The service wliiPwound up l)y a Vh c le. Roi ! A. 
single small accident only had disturbed the ceremony. 
One of the pirates, at the Elevat ion^ being of a profane mind* 
made an indecent gesture. Daniel reboked him, and, as 
the offence wan repeated, cTrew a pistol and blew the man's 
brains out, saying he \\ ( nil do the same to any one who 
was disreflpeotful to the Holy Sacrament* The priest being 
a little startled, Daniel begged him not to be alarmed ; he 
was only chastising a rascal to teach him his duty. At any 
rate, as Labat observed, he had effectually prevented the 
rascal £rom doing anything of the same kind again. Mass 
being over, the body was thrown overboard, and priest and 
eongregation went their several ways. 

Kingsley's * At Last ' gave Trinidad an additional inte- 
rest to me, but even he had not prepared nie completely 
for the place which I was to see. It is only when one has 
seen any object with one's own ^yes, that the aoeonntB 
given by others become reoognisable and instmetive. 

Tniiidad is the largest, after Jamaica, of the British 
West Indian Islands, and the hottest absolutely after none 
of them. It is sqnare-shaped, and, I suppose, was onee 
a part of South America. The Orinoco river and the 
ocean currents between them have cut a channel between 
it and the mainland, which has expanded into a vast 
shallow lake known as lEIjie Gulf of Paria. The two 
tranoes by which the golf is approached are narrow and 
are called hoetu or months — one the Dragon's Month, the 
other the Serpent's. When the Orinoco is in flood, the 
water is brackish, and the brilliant violet blue of the 
Caribbean Bca is cB&ged to a dirty yeUow; but the 
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harliour which is so formed woul d hold all the commercial 
lukviaa of the worlds and seems formed by nature to be the 
one day of an enormous trade. / ^ 

Trinidad has had itsjimiod of romance. Golnmbna / 
was the first discoverer of it. Kaleigh was there after- 
wards on his expedition in search of his gold mine, and 
tarred his vessels with pitch out of the famous lake. The 
iaiand wae alternately Spapi sTTand French till Pieton took \ 
it in 1797, einoe whieh time it has remained English. The I 
Carib part of the population has loiinr vanished. The rest 
of it is a medley of English, French, Spaniards, negroes^ 
and oodtea. The Enghah, cEiSflj migratory, go there to^ 
make money and go home_with it. The old eolonial 
fiamilies have few represent9.tiTee lefl, but the island i 
prospers, trade increases, coojiiis increase, cocoa and coffee ' 
l^antations and indigo plantations inorease. Port of Spain, 
the e^tal, growa annually fand even sogar holds its own 
in si^te of low prices, for there is money at the back of it, 
and a set of people who, heiii^ specuhiiivc and commercial, 
are better on a level with the times than the old-fashioned 
planter aristoeraey of the otEer^ islands. The soil is of^ 
extreme fertility, aboat a fourth of it under cultivation, the j 
rest natural forest and unappropriated Grown land. ; 

We passed the ' Dragon's Jaws ' hcfore daylight. The 
son had just risen when we anchored off Port of Spain. 
We aaw beicKre na the nsnal long line of green hills with 
TOonntaina behind them; between the hills and the sea was 
a low, broad, alluvial plain, deposited by an arm of the 
Oriaocu and by the other rivers which run into the gulf. 
The cocoa-nut palms thrive best on the water's edge. They 
atretehed for miles on either aide of ua as a firings to the 
ahore. Where the water was shoal, there were vast swampa 
Kii inaiigrovo, the lower branches covered with oysters. 

However depressed sugar might be, business could not 
be ttagnani Ships of all nations lay roond us taking in ot 
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diBeharging cargo. I myself formed for the time ben^^ 

part of the c'arf]jo of my ffiencl and host Mr. G , who had 

brought me to Trinidad, the accomplished son of a brilliant 
mother, himself & diati ngoS bed la^er and member of the 
ezecntiYe oomieil of the island, a charming eompanion, an 
invaluable public servant, but with the temperament of 
a man of genius, half humorous, half melancholy, which 
does not find itself entirely aTh^e in West Indian snr- 
romidings. J 

un landing we fomid oorselTes in a large foreign-looldng 

town, * Port of Spain ' havin^^ been built by French and 
Spaniards according to their national tendencies, and espe- 
cially with a view to the teinperatnre, which is that of a 
fordng hoase and rarefy f alls'b elow 8(f . The streets are 
broad and are planted withjreesfor shade, each honse where 
room permits havinf.^ a c^ardon of its own, with palms Mjid 
mangoes and cofee plants and creepers. Of s^initary ax- 
rangeinents there seemed to he none. There is abundance 
of rain, and the gutters which run down by the footway 
are flushed almost every ~^y. But they are all open. 
Dirt of every kind lies about freely, to be washed into them 
or left to putrefy as fate shall direct. The smell would not 
be pleasant without the help of that natural scavenger the 
Johnny crow, a black yoltnre who roosts on the trees and 
feeds in the middle of the streets. We passed a dozen of 
these unclean but useful birds in a fashionable thorough- 
lue gobbling np chickS entrails and refusing to be 
disturbed. When gorged they perch in rows upon the 
roofs. On the ground tbey are the nastiest to look a!~ 
of all winged creatures ; yet on windy days they prehurae 
to soar like their kindred, ^d when far up might be takenj 
for eagles. 

The town has between thirty and forty thousand 

people living in it, and the rain and Johnny crows between 
them keep o£[ pestilence. Outside is a large savannah or 
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park, where the viUas are of the snccessfal men of bnsiness. 7 
One of these belonged to niy TioHt, a cool airy habitation 
with open doors and windows, overhanging {)ortioo» and 
rooms into whioh all the winjp. might enter» bat not the 
Bon. A garden in front was ^nt off from the savannah by 
a fence of bananas. At tlio g;ite stood an sentinel a cabbage 
palm a hundred feet high the lawn mangoeB, orangesf^ 
papavB, and bread-fruit t re^, strange to look at» but 
lozuriantly shady. Before t he d oor was a tree of gw 
dimensions, whose name I have forgotten, the stem an9^ 

brandies of which were huiig'T^ith orchida which had 

eollected in the woodn. T he bor ders were blazing with^ 
varieties of the sin^e hib iscug^ erimson, jj^nk, and &wn 
eoionr, the largest that I had ever seen. The average 
diameter of each single flower was from seven to eight 
inches. Wind btr earned fretil y th rough the long sitting^ 
loom, loaded with the perfume of orange trees ; on table 
and in bookcase the hand and mind visible of a giftsd and 
enltivated man. The particular room assigned to myself^ 
would have l>een e(iu.iliy Ji li^litful but that my pobsebbiou 
of it was disputed even uTdjiy li<^ht by mosquitoes, who for / 
Uoodthirsty ieroeity had a badjire-eminenee over the worst 
thai I had ever met with elsewhere. I killed one who was / 
at work upon me, and examined him through a glass. 
Bewick, with the inspiration of genius, had drawn his exact 
lik^iess as the devil — a long black stroke for a body, a niok 
lor a neek, honis on the head, and a beak for a mouth, 
spindle arms, and longer spindle legs, two pointed wings, and 
a tail. Line for line there the figure was before me wliicli in 
the unforgetabie tailpiece is driving the thief under the 
gallows, and I had a melanclioly satisfaction in identifying 
him. I had been warned to be on the look-oat for sooirpions, 
eentipedes, jiggers, and land erabs, who woold bite me if I 
walked toiipperless over the floor in the dark. Of these, I 
met with none, either there or anywhere ; but the mosquito 

r 
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of Trinidad is enough by hima elL For malioei mookeiyt 
«nd wiom of tooth and trumpet, he is withoat a match in 

the "wor lds _ 

From nio.s(|uitoes, however, one could seek safety in 
tobacco smoke, or hide b ehind the lace curtains with which 
^every bed is provided. Otherw ise I found every provision 
to make life pass deliciouslj. To walk is diffienlt in a 
damp steamy temperat ure hit ter during dayli^t than the 
hottest forcing house in Kew, I was warned not to exert 
myself and to take cocktail freely. In the evening I might 
venture out with the bats and tak e a drive if 1 wished in the 
twilight. Languidly charmi ng as it all was, I oonld not help 
asking myself of what na e iocli aTpossession oonld he either 
to England or to the English nation. We eonld not colonise 
it, could not cultiv ite it, eonld not draw a revenue from 
it. If it prospered commercially the prosperity would be of 
French and Spaniards, mulattoes and blacks, but scarcely, 
if at all, of my own copntrymen. Fo r here too, as elsewhere^ 
they were growing fewer daily, and those who remained were 
looking forward to the day'when they could be released. 
If it were not for the Ih iKmr of the thinf?, as the Irish- 
man said after being carried in a sedan chair which had no 
bottom, we might have spSed omrselvee so mmeeessaiy a 
conc[nest. 

Beantifdl, however, it was beyond dispute. Before 

sunset a cai'riage took us round the savannah. Tropical 
homau beings like tropic&I birds are fond of iine colours, 
espedally black human beings, and the park was as 
brilliant as Kensmgton (hardens on a Sunday. At night&U 
the scene became yet more'wonderfdl ; air, grass, and trees 
being filight with iii tllies each as l)rLlliant as an English 
glowworm. The palm tree at our own gate stood like a 
ghostly sentinel clear against the starry sl^r, a single long 
dead frond hanging from below the coroiiet of leavea 
and dashing against the stem as it was htown to and fro 
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/ by the night wind, while lonj^- winged hats swept and 
whistled over our heads. 

The oommonplaoe intru des upo n the imaginative* aT] 
moments one can fiuipy thai Se world is an enohanted plaee 
after aD, Imt then come«^gen«rally an absord awakemng. 
/ On the first nif,'ht of my aiTiyalj before we went to bed theref 
' came an invitation to me to attend a political meeting which 
was to be held in a few days on t he savannah, Trin idad iT^ 
a purely Grown colony, and has es caped hitiierto the intro- 
dnetacm of the election viros^^The newspapers and certain 1 
l»usy gentlemen in * Port of Spain ' liad discovered that they | 
were hving under ' n rl irrn ding tyranny,* and they demanded ) 
a < oanstitotion,' They did noT^ompUun that theur affiucaJ 
had been ill managed. On the contrary, they insisted that | 
they were tlie most prosperous of Hit; West Indian colonies, 
and alone had a surplus in their treasury. If this was so,^^ 
it seemed to me that they ha d bett er let well alone. The 
population, all tdd, was but 1 70,00 0, less by thirty thonsand 1 
than that of Barbadoes. They were a mixed and motley ' 
assemblage of all races anff colours, busy each with their*^ 
own affairs, and never hitherto troubling themselvee abo ut 
politics. But it had pleased'thc Home Government to set up / 
the beginning of a ecmstitiiGon' again in Jamaica, no one 
knew why, but so it was, and Trinidad did not choose to be 
U'hindhand. The official appointments were valuable, and 
had been hitherto given away by the Crown. The local 
popnlanties very naturally ^wished to have them for them- 
aehes. This was the reality m the thmg so fur as there was 
a reaiitj . U was dressed up in the })lirase8 borrowc d from 
the great English masters 67 the art, about privileges of 
manhood^ moral dignity, the elevating influence of the 
floAnige, fte., intended to home oonsnmption among the 
Mievm in the orthodox Radical fidth. 

For myself I could but reply to the gentlemen who 
had seat the invitatifm, that I was greatly ohhged by the 

fS 
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compliment, but tliiit L knew too little of their affairs to 
make my presence of anj value to them. As they were 
doing BO welly I did not aee myself why ihey Wftnted an 
alteration. PoHtieal changes were generally little more than 
turns of a kaleidoscope ; you got a new pattern, but it was 
made of the same pieces, and thingb went on much as 
before. If tlipv wanted political liberty I did not doubt 
that they would get it if they were loud and persistent 
enough. Only they must understand that at ho me we were 
now a (leinocracy. Any constitution which was granted 
them would be on the widest basis. The blacks and coolies 
outnumbered the Europeans by four to one, and perhaps 
when they had what they asked fcnr they might be less 
pleased than they expected. 

You rise early in tlie tropicb. Tbe first two hours of 
dayUght are the btjst of the day. My friend drove me round 
the town in his buggy the next morning. My second duty was 
to pay my respects to the Governor, Sir William Bobinson, 
who had kindly offered me hospitality, and for which I must 
present myself to thauli liim. In Sir Wilham I luund one of 
those happy men whose constitution is superior to chmate» 
who can do a long day's work in his office, play cricket or 
lawn tennis in the afternoon, and entertain his misoeUaneooo 
subjects in the eyening with sumptuous hospitality — a 
vigorous, effective, perhaps ambitious gentleman, with a 
clear eye to the views of his employers at home on whom 
his promotion depends— certain to make himself agreeable 
to them, likely to leave his mark to nsefal purpose on the 
colonies over whieli he prcsid^is or may preside hereafter. 
Here in Trinidad he was learning Spanish in addition to 
his other linguistic accomplishments, that he mi^t show 
proper conrtesies to Spanish residents and to Tisitors from 
South America. 

The * Residence ' stands in a fine situation, in large 
grounds of its own at the foot of the mountains. It has 
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been lately buili regardlet^B oi oxpeiiise, for the colony is rich, 
and likes to do UiingB handsomely. On the kwn, under the 
nindows, stood a tree wfaiob was entirely new to me^ an 
flDormona eefliA or silk ooikm tree, nmbrella shaped, fifty 
yards m diameter, tlie huge and buttres.sed trunk tlirowing 
oat branches so maHsive that one wondered how aiiy woody 
fibre eonld bear the strain of their weighty the boughs 
twistbig in and out till they made a roof over one's head» 
which was hung with every fantastic variety of parasites. 

Vatit as the ceibas wer^^ which 1 saw ai'terwards in other 
parte of the West Indies, this was the largest. The ceiba 
is the saered tree of the negro, the temple of Jnmbi the 
proper home of Obeah. To ont one down is impious. No 
blac'k ill his riglit iiuiid would wound even the hark. A 
Jamaica police olEoer told me that if a ceiba had to be 
removed, the men who used the axe were well dosed with 
ram to give them courage to defy the devil. • 

From Ooyemment House we strolled into the adjoining 
Botanical (iardens. T li;ul long heard of the wonders of 
tlieBe. The reahty went beyond debcription. PiantB with 
whifih I was familiar as %kfv3b% in English eonservatories 
were here expanded into forest giants, with hnndreds of 
others of which we cannot raise even Lilliputian imitations. 
Lei. man be what he will, natures in the tropics is alwaya 
gnynd. Falms were growing in the greatest Inzuriance, of 
eveiy known epedes, fnm the cabbage towering np into the 
sky tothefim palm of the deeert whoee itonds are reservoirs 
of wati r. Of exogenous troes, the majority were Ic^niniinuus 
in some shape or other, forming flowers like a pea or vt^tch 
and l^^ging theu seed in pods ; yet in shape and foliage they 
distapoed fsur the most sftaidid ornaments of an English 
park. They had Old World names with eharaoters wholly 
different: cedars \\hicJi w« re not conifers, almonds which 
were no relations to peaches, and gum trees as unlike 
«iiealypii es one iiee can be nnlike another. Again* yoa 
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saw forms which you seeiiad to recognise till some unex- 
pected anomaly startled you out of your mistake. A gigantic 
Portugal laurel, or what I took for sueh, was throwing out 
a flower direot from the stem like a caotiu. Grandest 
among them all, and happily in foil bloom, was the saered 
tree of Bnrmah, the Amherstia nohUis^ at a distance like a 
splendid horse-chestnut, with crimson l)lossoms in pendant 
bunches, each separate flower in the convolution of its 
parte exactly oonnterfeiting a large orehid, with whioh it 
has not the fEdnteet affinity, the Amherstia being legnminofis 
like the rest. 

Underneath, and dispersed among the impbiial heanties, 
were spice trees, orange trees, co£fee plants and cocoa, or 
again, shrubs with special virtues or vioee. We had to be 
oavefol what we were about, for fruits of bireet i^pearanoe 
were tempting us aU round. My oompanion was preparing 
to cat Homethin;!; to cncoura{::e me to do the same. A 
*:^ardener 8top[)ed him in time. It was nux vomica. I 
was straying along a less frequented path, conscious of a 
heaTy Taporons odour, in which I might have fainted had 
I renmined exposed to it. I was close to a manehined 
tree. 

Prettiest and freshest were the nutmegs, which had a glen 
all to themselves and perfumed the surrounding air. In 
Trinidad and in Grenada I believe the nutmegs are the largest 
that are known, being from thirfy to forty feet hig^ ; kaves 
brilliant green, something like the leasee of an orange, but 
extremely delicate and thin, folded one over tlie other, the 
lowest branches sweepinp; to the ground till the whole tree 
forms a natural bower, which is proof against a tropical 
shower* The fragrance attracts moths and flies; not 
mosquitoes, who prefer a ranker atmosphere. I saw a pair 
of butterflies the matxjh of which I do not remember even 
in any museum, dark l»hie shot with green like a peacock's 
neck, and the siae of English bats. I asked a black boy to 
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eatch me one. ' That sort no let catohee, xnassa,' he said ; 
and I was penitently to hear it. 

Among thewonderaof the gavdens are ibe ifineff as they 
tall ihem, that is, the oreepers of wioiui kindfi that olimb 
about the other trees. Standing in an open space there was 
what once had been a mighly ' cedar/ It was now dead, 
only the tnmk and dead branohes remaining, and had been 
mardered by a ' fig* Tine w^eh bad started from the foot» 
twined itself like a python round the stem, strangled out 
the natural life, and spreading out in all directions had 
eovered boughs and twigs with a foliage not its own. 80 far 
Ibe * vine ' bad doine no worse than does at bome^ but tihere 
was one feature aboot it wbicE'passled me altogether. The 
lowest of the original hranLiies of the cedar were alx)ut 
twenty feet above our heads. From these in four or five 
idaeea the parasite bad let fall shoots, perhaps an inch in 
diameter, which desoended to within a foot tA the groond and 
then suddenly, without touching that or anything, formed 
a bigliL like a rope, went straight up again, caught huld of 
the branch from which they started, and so hung suspended 
exactly as an ordmary swing. In three distinetly perfect 
instances tbe * vine ' had executed this smgnlar erdntion, 

\\lule at the extremity of one of the longest and tallest 
branches high up in the air it bad made a clean leap of 
fifteen feet without visible help and had caught hold of 
another tree myotmng on the same level. These perform* 
anees were so inexplicable that I conceived that they most 
have been a freak of the gardener's. I was mistaken. He 
said that at particular times in the year the tig vine threw 
oat fine tendrils which hnng downwards like strings. The 
stropgee t among them woold lay bold of two or three othm 
and eibnb up upon them, the rest wonld die and drop off, while 
the successful one, having found support for itself above, 
would remain swinging in the air and thicken and prosper. 
The leap be explained by the wind. I retained a saspioion 
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that {he wind had been assisted by aome aspiring energy i& 

the plant itself, so bold it ^vas and so ambitious. 

But the wonders of tlie garden were thrown into the bhado 
by the cottage at the extreme angle of it (the old GoTem- 
ment House before the present labric had been erected), 
where Eingpley had been ^ gaest of Sir Artfanr Oordon. 
It is a long straggling wooden bnildlng with deep verandahs 
lying in a hollow overshadowed by trees, with \dews opening 
out into the savaniiah through arclies formed by clamps of 
I ti^ bamboos, the canes ^wing thick in cirotdar masses 
and shooting np a hundred feet into the air» where theiy 
meet and form frames for the landscape, peouliar and even 
picturesque when there are not too many of tliem. These 
bamboos were KingBley's special delight, as he had nev^r 
seen the like of them elsewhere. The room in which he 
wrote is still shown, and the gallery where he walked np and 
down with his long pipe. His memory is cherished in the 
island as of some singular and beautiful presence which still 
hovers about the scenes which so delighted him m the closing 
eyeniug of his own life. 

It was the dry season, midwinter, yet raining every day 
for two or three hours, and when it rains in these oountriea 
it means businesB. When the sky cleared the sun was 
intolerably hot, and distant expeditions under such condi- 
tions suited neither my age nor my health. With cocktail 
I might have ventured, but to cocktail I could never 
heartily reconcile myself, ^^rinidad has one wonder in it, 
a lake of bitumen some ninety acres in extent, which all 
travellers are expected to visit, and which few residents 
bCare to visit. A black lake is not so beautiful as an ordi- 
I nary lake. 1 had no doubt that it existed, for the testimony 
was unimpeachable. Indeed I was shown an actual spe* 
dmen of the oiystallised JStch itself. I could believe with* 
out seeing and without undertaking a tedious journey. I 
rather sympathised with a noble lord who came to Port of 
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Spain in liin yacht, and like myself had the lake impressed 
upon him. As a middle c ourse between going thither and 
wpgtmag to slight his Mends' reconuneDdatioiiB, he said 
Uwi he mold send his steward. 

In Trinidad, as e v e r y w h ere else, my own chief desire 
was to see the huumn inhabitants, to learn what they were 
doing, how they were living, and what they were thinking 
aboat, and this eonld best^ly done by drives aboat the 
town and neighbonrhood. The enltivated hmd is a mere? 
fringe round the edges of the forest. Three-fourths of the 
soil aie untouched. The j'ivers running out of the | 
anoantains have carved out the usual long deep valleys^ 
and spread the bottoms with rich aUavial soil. Here 
among the wooded slopes are the conntry honses of the 
merchants. Here are the ^aBins of the black peasantry 
with their cocoa and coffee ami orange 2)hintations, which 
aa in Grenada ih^ hold largely as freeholds, reprodnc- 
ing as near as possible the lifis in Paradise of our first 
parents, without the consciousness of a want which they 
are unable to gratify, not cumpelled to work, for the earth 
of her own self bears for them all that they need^ and 
ignorani thftt there is any difierence between moral good 
and eviL ^ 

Large sugar estates, of coui-he, there still are. and as the 
owners have not succeeded in bringing the negroi s to work 
regularly them/ they have introduced a few thousand 
eooGes mider indentures for five years* These Asiatic im* 
portations are very happy in Trinidad ; they save money, and 
many ul ihem do not return home wlu n their tiiUf is oat, but 
stay where they are, buy land, or go into trade. They are 
proud, liowever^ and will not intermarry with the Africans. 
Few faring their funilies with ihem; and women being 

■TIm ms>o« in the inteior an buginiring to mltlmtt ngv mam in 
1 rMchi, wftfa OOBMBBB mOlM to towt il ay. U tbe e^aiimnl im. 
•jt^itMsyUittS, 
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Boanty among them» there arise hioonvenieiieeB and some- 
times serious crimes. 

It were to be wished that there was more prospect of 
the race becoming permanent than I fear there is. They 
work ezoeilently. They are pietoreeqiie additionB to the 
landaoape, as they keep to the bright ooloors and graoefnl 
drapery of India. The grave dignity of tln-ii faces con- 
trasts remarkably with the broad, good-humoured, bnt 
common features of the African. The black women look 
with envy at the etraic^t fiair of Asia^ and twist their on- 
happy wo(4 into knots and ropes in the vain hope of being 
mistaken for the purer race^' but this is all. The Afriean 
and the Asiatic will not rmx, and the African being the 
stronger will and must prevail in Trinidad as elsewhere in 
the West Indies. Oat oTa total population of 170»000, 
tiiere are 25,000 whites and mnUittoeSj 10,000 eoolies, the 
rest negroes. The BlngHsh part of the Europeans shows no 
tendency to increase. The English come as birds of 
passage, and depart when they have made their fortunes. 
The French and Spaniards may hold on to Trinidad as a 
home. Onr people do not make homes there, and mnrt ba 
looked on as a transient element. 
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GHAFT£B YIL 

k OQoliB TiUage — Negro liraehoMi— Wfttenrafks>- PythoDi— Btif«i7-> 
JMAbms qI Iioid yHluw nl the iwiflrofli — MMMri^ ol BiigHffV 

ink— TIm Bine BMin—Blaek b«f tad onjfldi. 

Tin eeeond moraing alter aniTal, my host took me to 
I % coolie yfllage three miles J^ejond tiie town. The driye 
^ mui belwera spreading eane fields, beneath the shade of 

bambooH, or uuiler rows of cocoa-nut palma, between the 
stems of which the 8un was gle^cning. 

Hnman dwelling places are rwely interesting in the 
tropice* A roof which wiU keep the rain ont is aU that is 
needed. The more free the passage given to the air under 
the floor and through the bide, the more healthy the habi- 
lation ; and the honsee^ when we came among them, seemed 
surely enlarged packing (Sses loosely nafled together and 
raised on stones a foot or ^wo from the gronnd. The rest 
of the Bcene was picturesque enough. The Indian jewellers 
wm sitting cross-legged before their charcoal ^tans, mfrUing 
sflvsr hraceletB and earringffT' Brilliant garments, crimson 
ind Una and orange, were hanging to dry on clothes lines, 
llm were going out to their work, women cooking, children 
(not many) playing' or munching sugar cane, wliile great 
mango trees and ceibas spread a cool green roof over alL 
lake Baohel, the coolies had brooght their gods to their new 
home. In the centre of tEe tillage was a Hindoo temple, 
made up ruduly out of boards with a verandali runnini: round 
it. The doors ware locked. An old man who had charge 
(old OS we could not enter ; a crowd, snspidons and sullen, 
gftthsved aboat ns as we tried to prevail npon him. 80 we 
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had to content onrselyeB with the oatdde, whioh was gaudily 
and not nnakilfcilly fmlnted in Indian fftdiion. T here w ere 

I floods and goddesBc s in va rious^_ttitudes ; Vishnu^ fighting 
with the monkey gad, Vishnu with catlaBs and bhield, the 

Imoohey with his tail round one tree while he brandiahed two 
others, one in eaeh hand, as elnba. I sappoee that we smiled, 
for our onriosity was resented, and we fonnd it pmdent to 
withdraw. 

The coohes are useful creatures. Without them, sugar 
enltivation in Trinidad and Demerara would oease alto- 
gether. Th^ are nsefdl and they are singularly ornamental. 

Unfortunately they have not the best character with the 
pohce. There is Uttle crime among the negroes, who 
quarrel forioasly but witlTthcir tongiips only. The cooh^ 
have the fiercer passions^of their Eastern blood. Their 
women being few are tempted occasionally into infidelitieB, 
and woukl Ijo tempted more often but that a lapse in viitue 
is so fearfully avenged. A coolie regards his wife as his 
property, and if she is un^ithfnl to him he kills her with- 
out the least hesitation. "Sne of the judges told me that he 
had tried a case of this famd, and oould not make the man 
understand that he had done aiiyihing wrong. It is a pity 
that a closer intermixture between them and the negroes 
seems so hopeless, for :t would solve many diffioultiee. 
prkere is no jealousy. Tlie*negro does not regard the ooofie 
as a competitor and interloper who has come to lower his 
wages. The coolie comes to wwV. Th( uv^v^^ does not 
want to work, and both^re satished. But if there 
jealousy there is no friendship. The two races are 
absolutely apart than the^white and the black. The Asiatic 
insists the more on his sii])ei'iority in the fear perhaps that 
if he did not the white might forget it. 

Among the sights in the neighbourhoo4j|||||Port of 
are the waterworks, extensive basins 
xmles off in the hills. We chose a eool 

y 



Digitized by Gi 



NEGRO FREEHOLDS 



77 



) 



temperature in the shade was not above 86°, and went to 
look at them. It was my first^sight of the interior of the^ 
island, and my first distinct acquaintance with the change I 
which had come over the West Indies. Trinidad is not 
one of our oldest possessions, but we had held it long enough 
for the old planter civilisatiorPto take root and grow, and^ 
our road led us through jungles of flowering shrubs which 
were running wild over what hafbeen once cultivated estates. 
Stranger still (for one associates colonial Ufe instinctively^ 
with what is new and modenjyTwe came at one placB on an 
avenue of vast trees, at the end of which stood the ruins of 
a mansion of some great man of the departed order. Great 
man he must have been, for there was a gateway half 
crumbled away on which were his crest and shield in stone, \ 
with supporters on either side^ like the Baron of Bradwar- ' 
dine's Bears ; fallen now like tliem, but unlike them never, 
I fear, to be set up again. TfieAnglo-West Indians, like the 
English gentry in Ireland, were a fine race of men in their 
day, and perhaps the improving them ofif the earth has 
l^een a less beneficial process in either case than we are in 
the habit of supposing. 

Entering among the hills we came on their successors. 
In Trinidad there are 18,000 freeholders, most of them 
negroes and representatives of the old slaves. Their cabins 
are spread along the road on eitjier side, overhung with bread- 1 
fruit trees, tamarinds, calabash trees, out of which they make 
their cups and water jugs ; the luscious granadilla climbs 
among the branches ; plantains throw their cool shade over 
the doors ; oranges and Umes and citrons perfume the air, 
and droop their boughs under the weight of their golden 
burdens. There were yams in tlie «;arden8 and cows in the 
paddock8,^.M||^^ocoa bushes loaded with purple or yellow 
pods. J3 »^^^ ^||^MfldjtlK)ut in swarms, in happy idleness 

too, at intervals, and an occa- 
the old rehgion prevails in 
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Trinidad, new having been disturbed. What form oonld 
human lif e aaBume moie eharming than that whiehmnere 
now looking on ? Onoe more, the earth doee not oontain 

any peasantry so well off, so well cared for, so happy, bo 
sleek aud conieuted as the sons and daughters of the eman- 
cipated slaTeB in the Engh'sli West Indian Islands. Sugar 
may fidl the planter, boTobcoa, which eadi peasant ean 
grow with small effort for^Jiimself, does not fail and wiU 
not. He may 'better his condition,* if he has ajiy such 
ambition, without stirring heyond his own groimd, and so 
far, perhaps, his ambition may extend, if it is not turned off 
upon politics. Even the neeessary evils of the tropicB are 
not iiiLiiiy or serious. His skin is proof against mosquitoes. 
There are snakes in TrinidSdas there were snakee in Eden. 
* Plenty snakes,' said one of them who was at work in hia 
garden, * plenty snakes, 1^ no bitee.' As to costume, he 
would prefer the costume of innocence if he was allowed. 
Clothes in such a elimat-e are superfluous for warmth, and to 
the minds of the negroes, unconsoioas as they are of shame, 
superfluous lor decency. European pr^udioe, however, still 
passes for something ; the women have a love for finery, 
which would prevent a complete return to African simpli- 
city ; and in the islands which are atiU French, and in those 
like Trinidad, which the J^reneh originaUy colonised, thej 
dress themselves with real taste. They hide their wool in 
red or yellow handkerduefs^ gracefully twisted ; or perhaps 
it is not only to conceal tJh^ wool. Columbus found the 
Carib women of the island dressing their hair in the same 
f;t-1iion.' » 



The waterworks, when we reached them, were even mora 

beautiful than we had been taught to expect. A dam has 
been driven across a perfectly limpid mountain stream ; a 
wide open area has been cleared, levelled, strengthened with 

* Traen Us cabezas atadss con unoB panoelos labrados hennosoB qM 
pareow de lejos de seda y almaaarromos. 
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aiaioiixyi and divided into deep basme or reservoirB, through ' 
wfaieh tito enrrent oontmiialljL^ws. Hedges of faibiscvia 

Hhiue with crimson blossoms. Innumerable humming 
btrda glauce to and fro among the trees and Bhrubs, and 
gardens and ponda are oT ^tui g by magnifioent bambooe, 
which 80 astoniBhed me by their sise that I inquired if 
their height had been measnred. One of ihem, I was told, 
had lately fallen, ami was found to be 180 feet long A single 
drawback only there was to this enchanting spot, and it 
was again the snakes. There are hnge pythons in Trinidad 
which are supposed to have^oesed the straits from the 
<'OTitinent. The cool water j)ools attract them, and they are? 
seen occasionally coiled am ong the branchea ol the bamboos. 
Some washerwomen at work in the stream had been dis- 
turbed a few days before onr jjsit by one of these monsters, 
who had come down to see what they were abont. They 
aic liaimlfebS, but trying' to the nerves. One uf the men 
about the place shot this one, and he told me that he had 
shot another a short time before asleep in a tree. The 
hesper of the works was a reSed soldier, an Irish-Boot from 
Limerick, hale, vigorons, an7 happy as the blacks them- 
selves. He had married one o fjlie m — a remarkable exception 
to an almost universal rule. He did not introduce us, but 
the dark lady passed by us m^geoii80ostnme»jast notieing 
our parooonce with a sweqp ii^ofa would have done credit to 
a duchess. 

\\e made several similar small expeditions into the 
settled parts of the neighbourhood, seeing always (what* 
ever else we saw) the headless happiness of the black race* 
Under the mis of England in these islands the two million 

of these poor brothers-in-law of our.^ are tlie most perfectly 



woidd have admitted that there were some of ns who were 
not hopdcssly wretched. If hi^ppinees be the satisfaction 
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of 6T6I7 00&8CI011B deBue, theiis is a condition whidi 
admits of no improyement : were they independent, they 
mij^ht (|iiiirrt.l aiiion,!^ themselves, and the weaker become 
tlic Itundiiieri of the stronger ; under the beneficent despotism 
of the English Governmenti which ImowB no difoenoe of 
colour and pennite no oppresaion, thej can deep, loonge* 
and lan^ away their liveB as they please, fearing no danger. 
If they want money, work and wafi^es arc waiting for them. 
No one can say what may be before them hereafter. The 
powers which envy human beings too perfect felicity 
may find ways one day of distorbing the West Indian 
negro ; bat so long as the Engliioh rale continties, he may 
be assured of the same tranquil existence. // 

As life goes he has been alucky niortaf: He was taken 
away from Dahomey and jsha ntec— to be a slave indeed, 
but a slaTO to a less omel master than he wonld have found 
at home. He had a bacf time of it occasionally, and the 
jj^antaiton whip and the branding irons are not all dreams, 
yet his owner cared for hiui at least ab iiiuch as he cared 
for his cows and his horses. Kind usage to animals is 
more economical than barbarity, and EngUshmen in {he 
West Indies were rarely i nhun n . j Lord Bodn^ says: 
' I haTe been often in all the nicest India Islands, and I ba^ 
often made niy observations on tlu' treatment of the negro 
slaves, and caii aver that I ntvcr knew the least cruelty in- 
tiicted on them, but tlmt in general they lived better than 
the h<meet day-labonrin^jjwn in England, without doing a 
ftynrtii part of his work in a day, and I am folly convinced 
that the negroes in our islands are better provided for and 
live better than when in Guinea.* Rodney, it is true, was 
a man of facts and was defective in sentiment. Let us 
suppose him wrong, let us believe the worst horrors of the 
slave trade or slave usage as fluent tongue of missionazy 
or demagogue has described lliem, yet nevertheless, when 
we consider what the lot of common humanity ha» been 
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and is, we shall he dishonest i f wo deny that tho l>alance7 
has beea more than redressed ; and the negroes who were 
taken away ont of Africa, as co mpared with those who were | 
Idt at home, were as the elect to salvation/ who after a 
^ brit'f purgatory are secured an eternity of blessedness. 
The one condition is the maint enance of the authority of 1 
the English mwn. The whites of the islands cannot 
. equitably mle them. T hey^ ave not shaken off the old^ 
I traditions. If, for the sale of theory or to shirk responsi- 
bility, we force them to govern themselves, the state of 
Hayti stands as a ghastly _sxample of the condition into 
which th^ wiU then ineyitably Adl. If we persist, we 
ahall be sinning against Iight>-the clearest U^t that was 
ever given in snch affairs r^T^e most hardened believer in 
the regenerating effects orj)<>litical liberty cannot be com- j 
pletely blind to the rain whiehthe iuiliotiou of it would 
neoeesarily bring upon the race for whose interests they 
pietend partieahurly to care^^^ 

The Pitch Lake I resisted all exhortutious to visit, but 
the days in the forest were delightful— pre-emineutly a 
day which we spent at the ' Blue Basin/ a pool scooped ont 
m the eonrse of agies by a rifeT falling throngh a mountain 
gorge ; blue, not from any colour in the water, which is 
pfurely transparent, hut from a peculiar effect of sky reflec- 
tion throiv.Tii jj^n opening iii_Jlie overhanging trees. As it 
was far off, we had to start^ly and encounter the noon- 
day heat. We had to doae the curtains of the carriage to 
escape the sun, and in losin^g^e sun we shut out the wind. 
All was well, however, when we turned into the hills.T 
Thenceforward the road folbwed the bottom of a densely 
wooded rayine; impenetrable foliage spreading over our 

(heads, and a limpid riTer flashing along in which our horses 
cooled their feet and lipslTs we crossed it a^^^ain and a^ain. 
There were the usual cabins and gardens on either side of 
us, nnmnthnen sin^ sometimes clustering into viUagee, 

a 
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«9d high above them the roeks stood ont, broken into pre- 
cipices or jutting out into projecting ciags, with huge trees 
starting from the crevices, dead trunks with branehiug arms 
eloped seantily vith ereepers, or Hving giante inth bine or 
orang^-cotoiired flowers. Itfangoes soentod the yaUey wHli 
their bloBsom. Bananas waved fheir long broad leaves — 
some flat and unbroken as wu know them in conservatories, 
some split into paLm-likeL^onds which quivered in the 
breeM. The coooa poda w^ ripe cat tipemng, those whiob 
had been gathered being left on the ground in heaps as we 
see apples in autumn in a£]*English orchard. 

We pabBed a lady on the way who was making skelclies 
and daring the mosquitoes^ that were feeding at Idisuro 
upon her £ace and arms* ^lUie road Isiled ns at last We 
alighted with oar watefproofe and Innoheon basket. A 
couple of half-naked l)oys sjtrang forward to act as guides 
and porlers — nice little fellows, bpeaking a French patois 
for their natural hwguage, but with English enoa^ to 
earn shillingB and amuse the British tonriat. With their 
help we sorambled along a steep slippery path, the river 
roaring below, till we came to a spot where, the rock being 
soft, a waterfall had cut out in the couree of ages a natural 
lv>llow> oi which the trees formed the roof» and of whiob 
the flo(Hr was the pool we had come in seandi of. The &U 
itself was perpendicular, and fifty or sixty feet high, the 
water issuing at the top out of a dark green tunnel among 
overlianging branches. The sides of the basin were draped 
with the fronds of gi^mtio ferns and wild plantains* all in 
wild . Inxoriance and dripping with the spray. In clefts 
above the rocks, hirge cedars or gum trees had btruck their 
roots and flung out their gnarled and twisted branches, 
ifbioh were hmig with fern ; while at the lower end of the 
pool, where the river left it again, there grew oat from 
among the roeks near the water's edge tall and exquisitely 
grouped acacias with crimson liowers for leaves. 
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The place broke on ne suddenly as we scrambled round' 
a corner from below. Th ree j oung blacks wore bathing in 
the pool, and as we had a l ady wi th us, they were induced, \ 
tluNi^ rallenly and with s ome di fficult, to return into their ^ 
eeanty gannents and deparE^ (Nev er eertamly wae there a*^ 
more inviting spot to swim ^n, t be more s(i li uui exciting 
( poi^sibilities of adventure. An Engha h gentleman went to} 
bathe there shortly before our c oming. He was on a rook» 
twaying his body for a plun g e, when something cangfat bis 
eye among the shadows a t the bottom. It proved to be a 
large dead python. 

\Va had not the luck o urselve s of fjEkUing in with so in- 
tefertiiig a beast* Great butterflies and perhaps a hum- 
ning bird or two were flitting among the leaves as we came 
up ; other signs of life the re wer e none, unless we call life j 
the motion of the plantain leavea, waving in the draughts ' 
of air which were eddying foimd the waters. We sat 
down on stones, or on the tmnk of a fEdlen tree, the 
mosquitoes meroifiilly sparing as. We sketched a Httle, 
talked a little, ate our saiuiwirhes, ami tbe male part of us 

lic'hted our cigar h. G then, to my surprise, produced a 

fly rod* In the streams in the Antilles, which ran oat of 
the mopntains, there is a fi8ff*in great abundance which 
they call mullet , an inferior trout, but a pjood substitute 
where the real thing is not. He iiiu> sometimes to live 
pounds weight, will take the tiy,^id is much soaght after 
by those who try to preserve itfUTe tropics the amasemente « 
and habits of home. G-^~ ha^caoght many of them in J 
Dominica. If in Dominica, why not hi Trinidad? 

He put his tackle together, tied up a cast of trout flies, 
and oomm^c^ work. He trie d the still water at the 
lower end of the basin. He^ept roand the rock and 
dropped his line into the foam at the foot of the fall. No 
mullet rose, nor fish of any kind. One of our small boys 
had looked on with evidearlmpatieaoe. He cried out at 

« s 
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last, ' No mnUet, bat plenty crayfish/ p<Hiitmg down into the 

water ; aiul there, following the (Hrection of liis finger, we 
beheld strange grey creatures, hke cuttle-iiah moviug about 
on the points of their toes, the sise of small lobsters* The 
files were dismoonted, a bare hook was fitted on a fine gat 
trace, with a split shot or two to sink the line, all trim and 
excellent. A fresh- water 8hriTii[) was caught under a stone 

for a bait. G went to work, and the strange things 

took hold and let themselves be lifted halfway to the sor- 
foce. Bat then, somehow, they let go and disappeared. 

Oiu* small boy said nothing ; 1>ul I Baw a scornful smile 
upon his lips. He picked u^a thin dry cane, found some 
twine in the luncheon basket which had tied up oar sand* 
wiohes, foond a pin there^also» and bent it, and pat a 
shrimp on it. With a pebfile stone for a sinker he started 
in (:()mi)etition, and in a minute he liad brought out upou 
the rock the strangest thing in the shape of a fish which 
I had ever seen in fresh water or salt. It was a trae 
'crayfish,' ierevisBe, eight incGee long, formed regoiarly 
with the thick powerful taiH the sharp serrated snouts 
the long anfcennai, and the spider-Uke legs of the lo))ster 
tribe. As in a crayhsh, the claws were represented bjr 
the correctly shaped bat diminative sabstitates. 

When we had done wondering at the prise, we ooald 
admii-c the smile of conscious superiority in the face of the 
captor. The tackle had been beaten, as usual, by the 
proverbial string and crooked pin, backed by knowledge in 
the head of a small nigger boy. 



Digitized by Google 



HOME JiUJLE IN TRINWAJ? 85 



GHAPTEB Vm. 

Home Itulc in Trinidad — Politioal aspirations — Natnrc of the problem — 
Crown admiiiistration— Clolonial govemorfr—A Butittiau apologue— Dinner 
•I OovBimiiBt Hqom— *TIm Three Plahne '—Ohirlei W•^1H^— Alter* 
oiAive tatofes of the eolooy. 

Tn political damonsiration to whioh I had been incited 
came off the next day on the savannah. The scene was 
pretty enough. Black coats and wliite trousers, bright- 
coloured dresBes and pink^arasols, look the same at a 
distonoe whether the wearer has a hkick laoe or a white 
one, and the broad meadowwas covered over with sparUing 
groups. Several tbousaiul persons must have attended, not 
all to hear the oratory, for the occasion had been taken when 
the Governor was to phiy close by in a orioket match, and 
hall the crowd had probiJ>Iy collected to see His EzceUeney 
at the wioket. Placards had been posted abont the town, 
Betting out the purpose ofTlie meeting. Tniiitiatl, as I 
said, is at present a Crown colonj', the executive council and 
the legudatnre being equally nominated by the authorities. 
The popular oratm, the ^e^spaper writers, and some of 
the leading merchants in Portjof Spain had discovered, as 
I said, that they were li ving under what they called * 
degrading tyranny.* Th ejv had no grievances, or none that 
they alleged, beyond thejgeneral one that they had no 
eontrol over the flnanee. Miey very naturally desired that 
tl)L lucrative Government appoi ntments for which the colony 
paid should be distributed among themselves. The elective 
prineiple had been reintroduced in Jamaica, evidently as a 
step towards the reetoratiott of the ftitt constitntion which 
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had been surrendered and suppressed after the Gordon 
riots. Trinidad was almost as large as Jamaica, in pro- 
portion to the population wealthier and more prosperous^ 
and the people were invited to come together in over- 
whelming numbers to insist that the * tyranny * should end. 
The Home Government in their action about Jamaica had 
shown a spontaneous readiness to transfer responsibility 
from themselves to the inhaTiTtarits. The promoters of the 
meeting at Port of Spaiii^^ma^ have thought that a little 
pressm*e on their part might not be unwelcome as an 
excuse for further concessign s of the same kind. AVhether 
this was so I do not know^^^t any rate they showed that 
they were as yet novices in the art of agitation. The 
language of the placard of invitation was so violent that, 
in the opinion of the legaf^thorities, the printer might 
have been indicted for hi^i treason. The speakers did 
their best to imitate the'^ne phrases of the apostles of 
liberty in Europe, but th(?y^cceeded only in caricaturing 
their absurdities. The proceedings were described at leYigth 
in the rival newspapers. One "geutleman*s speech was said 
to have been so brilliant t Lat e very sentence was a * gem of 
oratory,' the gem of gems being when he told his hearers 
that, ' if they went into t^ thing at all, they should go 
the entire animal.* All went off good-humouredly. In 
the Liberal journal the event of the day was spoken of as 
the most magnificent demonstration in favour of human 
freedom which had ever Teen seen in the West Indian 
Islands. In the Conservative journal it was called a ridi- 
culous JiascOf and the people" were said to have come 
together only to admire the Governor's batting, and to 
laugh at the nonsense whicK was coming from the platform. 
Finally, the same journal assured us that, beyond a hand- 
fai of people who were interested in getting hold of the 
anti/jipated spoils of office, no one in the island cared about 
Um matter. 
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The result, I believe, w as som e petition or other which 
would gu home and pass as evidence, to mmdh eager to 
believe, that Trinidad was rafkijUy hpening lor req^onaible 
gOTOimieiit, promifling reli tf to a n overburdened Seereiftry 
for the Coloniee, who has m ore to d o than he ean atte&d tof^ 
and IS pleased with opportunities of gratifying popular 
sentiment, or of showing otl'ln^Parli&ment the development 
oi colonial inatitutiona* He knows nothing, can know no* 
thing* of the epeeial con djioiis ' of oar hnndred dependen- 
eiee. He accepts what hi s^ repre sentatives in the several 
colonies cliooHe to tell liini ; and h is repreBentatives, being 
birdfl of passage responsi ble onl y to their employers at 
home» and d^ending te the ir prM notion on making them- 
Behree agreeable, are nnder irreeietible temptations to report 
whaL it will please the Surretary of State to hear. ] 

For the Secretary of 8tate, too, is a bird of passage as 
they are* passing through tS^olonial Office on his way to 
other departments, or holding the seals as part of an ad- 
ministration whose tenure ofoteoe grows every y^ more 
pretariuub, which exists onlyj^on popular sentiment, juid 
canuoty and does not, try to loo k for ward beyond at furthest 
the next session of Parliamei^t^ 

But why, it may be ask ecCg honld not Trinidad goTefST^ 
itself as well as Tasma nia or New Zealand? Why not 
Jamaica, why not ail the Weat Indian Islands ? I will an- 
swer by another question. Do we wish these islands to 
remain aa part of the BfltisTT l^mpire ? Are they of any 
use to ns, or have we resj^oiLsibilities connected with them 

of whicli we are not entitl ed to divest ourselves? A ;L,a)vern- 
ment elected by the majority of the people (and no one 
would think of setting ap constitutions on any other 
basis) reflects from the nature of thinga the character of 
Ihe electors. All these ulands tend to beoome partitioned 
into blaek peasant proprietaries. In Gi« :i:uia the process 
is almost complete. In Trinidad it ia rapidly advancing. 
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No one can stop it. No one ought to wish to stop it. But 
the ownership of freeholds is one thing, and political power 
, is another. The blacks depend for the progress which they 
may be capable of making ofl the presence of a white com- 
munity among them ; and although it is undesirable or 
impossible for the blacks to ^e ruled by the minority of the 
white residents, it is equally ^desirable and equally im- 
possible that the whites sKould be ruled by them. The 
relative numbers of the fwo* races being what they are, 
responsible government hrTrinidad means government by 
a black parliament and a ^jack ministry. The negro voters 
might elect, to begin with, their half-caste attorneys or 
such whites (the most disreputable of their colour) as would 
court their suffrages. But the black does not love the 
mulatto, and despises the white man who consents to be 
his servant. He has no grievances. He is not naturally a 
politician, and if left alone with his own patch of land, will 
never trouble himself to look fui'ther. But he knows what 
has happened in St. Do ming o. He has heard that his race 
is already in full 2X>ssession of thi finest of all the islands. 
If he has any thought or any hopes about the matter, it is 
. that it may be with the rest o7 them as it has been with St. 
\ Domingo, and if you force the power into his hands, you 
must expect him to use it. Under the constitution which 
you would set up, whites and blacks may be nominally 
equal ; but from the enormous preponderance of numbers 
the eciuality would be only in name, and such English 
people, at least, as wouldHx? really of any value, would re- 
fuse to remain in a falselind intolerable position. Already 
the English population of Trinidad is dwindling away 
tinder the uncertainties of their future ix)sition. Complete 
the work, set up a constitution with a black prime minister 
and a black legislature, and they will withdraw of them- 
selves before they are compelled to go. Spaniards and 
French might be temptedTJyad vantages of trade to remain 
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in Port of Spain, as a few aie Btill to be fomid iu Hayti. 
They, it is po68ibl6» might in time recover and reassert 
their snpranuM^. EngUehmen have the world open to ^ 
them, and will prefer lands^where they can live nnder lees 
degrading conditions. In TS^ti the black republic allows J 
no white man to hold land m freehold. The blacks else- 
lAere mth the Bame opportiSI&eB will develop the Bame 
iqpj ff ttiffn fft J ^ 

Bo we, or do we not, intend to retain our West Indian 
Inlands under the sovereignty^f the Queen '? If we are 
willing to let them go, th e gn eetion is settled. But we 
ought to faoe the alternative. There is hut one Ibrm of 
gofemment under which W&can retain these colonies with | 
honour and security to ourselveii and ^\ith advantage to 
the negroes whom we h ave ^ placed there — the mode 
gofemiDflnt which sncceeds with na bo admirably that it is 
the world's wonder in the Ea%i IndieB, a saocesB so nniqoe I 
and 8o extraordinary that i t see ms the last from which we ' 
are wiiimg to take exami j^e. 1 

In Natal, where the circumstances are analogous, and 
where report Bays that effortT^re being also made to force 
on eonatitntional Independence^ I remember enggesting a 

few years ago that the goVTnior should be alloMid to 
form luB own council, and thai in selecting the uu uibers 
of it he should go romid JEe " colony, observe the farms 
where the land was well inclosed, the fields dean, the 
ton bnildingB sobetantiaT^d in good repah*; that he 
should call on the owners of these to be his adviserft and 
assistants. In ail Natal he might Hud a dozen such. 
Thqr would be unwilling to Tyve t heir own basineBS for so 
thankiesB a purpose ; bot fcev m ight be indnced by good 
feeling to giant liim a few weeks of their time. Under 
such an administration TTmagine Natal wouici liave a 
happier future before it than it will experience with the 
boon whieh is designed for it. 
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In the West Indies there is indefinite wealth waiting 
to be developed by intelligence aud capital ; and mtn 
with such resources, both English and Amtrican, might 
be tempted still to settle there» and lead the blaoks along 
with them into more settled numners and hi|^ forma of 
dTiluation. Bat the fatore of the hiaeks, and our own 
influence over them for ;^iiod, depend on theii' being pro- 
tected from theiiiselves antrirom the schemers who would 
take advantage of them. However little may be the share 
to whieh the mass of ^ population be admitted in the 
goyemment of their eon ntr^, they are never fonnd hard to 
manage where they prosper and are justly dealt with. The 
children of darkness are even easier of control than tlie 
children of Ught. Under an~administration formed on the 
model of that of our East ern E mpire these islands would be 
peopled in a generation oTtwo with dusky oitisens» as proud 
as the rest of us of the*flag under which they will hs^ 
thriven, and as willinj; to defend it against any invading 
enemy as they are U' )w unquestionably indi^erent. Partially 
p-«lScted coonoils, local elecied*boards» d;o.» serve only as oon- 
l trivanoes to foster discontent and encourage johbery. Th^ 
open a rift which time wilTwideii, and which wiU create for 
us, on a smaller scale, the conditions which have so troubled 
us in Ireland, where eacE'^n cession of popular demands 
makes the maintenance of the connection more difiicuit. 
In the Pacific colonies sglTS ivermnent is a natural ri^t; 
the colonists are part ofonrselvee, and have as complete 
claim Lo the nianaj^ement of their own aflfairs as we have to 

rffie management of ourC^T'lie less \ve interfere with them 
the more heartily they identify themst Iv* vith us. fiat if 
we choose besides to in dJiS <nur ambition with an empire, 
^ if we determine to keep attached to onr dominion coontries 
which, like the East Indies, have been conquered by tiia 
sword, countries, like ^h_^ West Indies, which, l.n Vf ver 
acquired, are occupied ^^^jfx^ enonoously outnumbering 
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us, many of whom do not bpeak our language, are not con- 
iMotod with OS by sentimeniy and not visibly conneoied by 
mtemty witii whom our own people will not intermany or 
liold Boeial interoonree, bnt keep aloof from, as superior from 
inlBrior — to iBipose on such coxmtries formrS^^'sclPgovern- 
ment at which we have oorBelveB but lattrly arrived, to 
pat it in the power of these overwhehning nmnbers to shake 
QB off if they please, and to assmne that when oor real 
vtiTe has been only to saye onrselTes troohle they will 
be warmed into active loyalty Ijy gratitude for the conli- 
denoe which we pretend to place in them, in to try an 
eiperimeiit whieh we have not the slighteBt right to expect 
to be snecessfol, and whieh if it fiuls is fatal. 

Once more, if we mean to keep the blacks as Britis 
subjects, we are bound to go vern them, and to govern them 
well. If we cannot do it, we ha d better let them go alto- 
gether. And here is the reaTTiTn 1 colty. It is not that men \ 
flompetent fcnr snch a tas kjean not be found. Among the 
pul)lic servants of Great Britain tliere are persons always | 
to be iound fit and willing for posts of honour and difficulty 
if a smeere effort be made to find them. Alas 1 in times past 
we hare sent persons to nne o ur Baratarias to whom ^ 
Sancho Panza was a sage — troublesome members of Parlia- 
ment, younger brothers of^^ovverful families, imp( cuniuu,^ j 
peers; fiavoorites, with b ackst airs intiuence, for whom a 
provision was to be fonn j^ _gp loiual elerks, bred in the 
office, who had been obs eguions and use n 1 1 . , 

One had ho])< d that in t he new zeal for the coloiiial ' 
connection such anpomtme nts wou ld have l)(H ome impobsible 
lor the fatnre, yet a rec ^t inci dent at the Maoritios has i 
proved that the colonial aothoritie a are still nnregenerate. 
^"^e onfit are stni maini dned J n their places ; and then, 
1 to prevent the coloiues f rom su ffering too severely under 
1 their incapacity, we set up the_ local councils, nominated 
I or elected, to do the work, while the Queen's representathre 
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the incriminuted passage, and Kriloff was made to read it 
abod. It wa*> a fable. A^veriior of a Kussian province ^ 
WIS repreeeated as arriving in the other world, and aa being ' 
broa^i np before BhadaifiimthiiB. He was aoensed, not of 
iny orime, bnt of havi&g been simply a nonentity — of | 
liaving received his salar/^d spent it, and nothing more. 
Bbadamanthus listened, anlT^hen the accusing angel had 
done senteneed the priao nS^t o Paradise. ' Into Para^ 
£b6 I ' said the angel, ' why, he ha s done nothing t ' * Tme,* | 
said Rhadamanthus, * but how would it have been if he had J 
doiie anything ? ' 

* Write awajy old fellow,' said Nicholas to Ki-iloff. 

Has it never happeni djhat British oolonial offidals who 
have similarly done not hing have been sent into the Para- 
dise of promotion becausejbluy have kept thin<:s smooth y 
sod have given no trouble to their employers at home ? ' 

In the evening of th^'dftsgof Uie politioal meetmg we 
dined at Government Honec . There was a large represen- 
tative party, English, French, Spaniards, Corsieans — ladies 
and gentlemen each speaking his or her own language. 
There were the mayors of the two chief towns of TrinidacFl 
^Bort of Spain and 8an ge rnand o — ^both enthoaiastio for a 
eonstitation* The latter was^ neighboor at dinner, anD 
insisted much on the fine qualities of the leading p«^rsons 
in the inland and the splendid thuigs to be expected when 1 
leqwnsible government should be conceded. The training 
aqnadron had arrived fro m Bar badoee. and the commodore 
end two or three officer s were present in their nniforms. 
There was intr»restint^ talk about Trinidad's troublesome 
neighbour, Guzman Blanco, the President of Venezuela. It 
seems that Sir Walter Baleigh's Eldorado has turned oat 
to be a &et after all* On the higher waters of the Orinoko 
Mtnal gold mines do exist, and the discovery has qoickened 
iuto life a lon^' unsettled dispute about buundarlt s between 
British Guiana and the lepablic. J>on Giumaa has been 
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encroaching, so it was alleged, and in other ways had been 
offensive and impertinent. Ships were going — had been 
actually ordered to La Guyra, to pull his nose for him, and 
to tell him to behave himself. The time is past when we flew 
our hawks at game birds. Th e opinion of most of the 
party was that Don Guzman knew it, and that his nose 
would not be pulled. He "would regard our frigates as 
picturesque ornaments to Ris^harbour, give the officers in 
command the poUtest reception, evade their demands, offer 
g(X)d words in plenty, and liotliing else but words, and in 
the end would have the beifeSt of our in difference.' _ 

In the late evening we had music. Our host sang well, 
our hostess was an accomplished artist. They had duets 
together, Italian and English, and the lady then sang ' The 
Three Fishers,' Kingsley being looked on as the personal 
property of Trinidad and as one of themselves. She sang 
it very well, as well as any one could do who had no direct 
acquaintance with an English sea-coast people. Her voice 
was beautiful, and she showed genuine feeling. The silence 
when she ended was more complimentary than the loudest 
applause. It was broken by a stupid member of council, 
who said to me, * Is it not strange that a poet with such a 
gift of words as Mr. King gloy should have ended that song 
with so weak a line ? '* Th^ sooner it's over the sooner to 
sleep " is nothing but prose.' He did not see that the fault 
which he thought he had discovered is no more than the 
intentional * dying away ' of the emotion created by the 
story in the common lot of poor humanity. We drove 
back across the savannah in a blaze of fireflies. It is not 
till midnight that they put their lights out and go to sleep 
with the rest of the world. 

One duty remained to me before I left the island. The 
Warners are among the oldest of West Indian families, 

' A squadron did go while I was in th^.West Indies. I have not heard 
that any other result came of it. 
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through many generatioiis, not the least m 

their then living chief and representative, Charles "Warner, 

who in the highest ministerial oDices had steered Trinidad 

through the trying times whT li followed the aboli tion of 

akyeiy. I bad myself in efa^ life been brou^t into rela*' 

tions with other membersW his family. He himself ^asj 

a very old man on the edge oi" the gi-ave ; but heai'ing that 

I was in Port of Spain, he had ex pressed a wish to see me.i 

I ionnd him in hia drawi^TTTnTTu, shrank in stature, pale, ' 

bent dooble by weight of years , and but feebly able to lift 

his head to speak. I thou^l it, an d I judged rightl\ . that he V 

could have but a few weeks, perliaps but a few daja, to live. ^ 

There is something pecu liarly solemn in being brought 

to q>Mk wttb a •upwmel^ minent man. who i> alieady 

struggling with the moment which is to launch him into 

a new existence. He raised himself in his chair. 

g&ye me his withered hand. His eyes still gleamed with 

the lij^t of an untouch ed int elligence. All else of him^ 

seemed dead. The sou l, unto uched by the decay of the 

frame which had been ife earthly tenement, burnt bright 

as ever on the edge of its re lease. 

When words are scarce t hey m ieUbm tpent in vfttn, 
Aikl tiiey breaihe iraih W^Sp»th» (heir word, in peia. 

He roused himself to talk, and he talked sadly, for aUl 

things at home and everywhere were travelling on the road 
which he well knew oouldje^to no good end. No states^ 

I man had done better p ractica l work than he, or work which 
had bcnme better fruit, could J t be allowed to ripen. But) 
for him Trinidad would ^ve been a wilderness, savage as 
when Cohuiibus luund the^CariJ)8 there. He belonged to / 
the race who make empires, as the CMrators lose them, wbo 
do things and do not tal £^ about them, who build and So} 

f not cast down, who reverence ancient habits and institutions 
as the organic fum tions of corp orate national character ; 

^ a Tory of the Tories, wnb nevertheless recognised that 
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Toryism itself was passing away under the nniTersal sol- 
vent, and had ceased to be a faith which could he believed 
in as a guide to conduct. 

fie no more than an v onp cntuld tell what it was now 

wisest or even possible to do . He spoke like some ancient 
•aer, whoee eyes looke3" ^eyon d the present time and the 

present world, and saw polities and pro«]jress and the wild 
whirlwind of change the play of atoms dancing to and 
&0 in the sonbeams of <^tei7uly. Yet he wished well to onr 
poor earthy and to ns wlv^ ore still straggling npon it. 
He was sorry for the courses on which he saw mankind to 
be travelling. Spite of all the newspapers and the blovvmg 
of the trumpets, ho v-f 11 "understood whither all that was 
tending. He i^K)ke wifH horror and even loathing of the 
sinister leader who was drawing England into the fatal 
whirliK>ol. He could .^tnTlTnpo, for he knew the power of 
the race. He knew t haTth e English heart was unaffected^ 
that we were sgflfaring only from delirinm of the brsin. 
The day woold yet eo me,lie thought, when we shoold strogi^ 
back into sanity again with such wreck of our past great- 
ness as mif^ht Btill beTeff to us, torii and shattered, but 
clothed and in our cighr rnind, and oared for oentaries of 
oar iUasions^ 

My forebodings of the nearness of the end were too well 

fomided. A month later rhcard that Charles Warner was 
dead. To have seen and spoken with such a man was 
worth a Voyage round thrg iobe^ 

On the prospects of Trinidad I ha^e a few more words 
to add. The tendency of the island is to become what 
Grenada has become already — a oommunity of negro frt^- 
holdors, each living on his own homestead, and raising or 
gathering off the ground what his own family will consnme. 
They will maltiply»fbr there is ample ro<nn. Three-qnarters 
of the soil are still nnoccnpied. The 140,000 blacks will 
rapidly grow into a half-miiliou, and the half-million, as 
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long as we are on the spot lo keep the peace, win speedily 
donble itself again. Th e En glish inhabitants will and 

fheaa 



muHt be crowded out. The g eographical advantages of 
the Gulf of Paria will secur n certain amount of trade. 

be m«rehantB a^^nkert in Ibe town aa fk^^ 

in^ ])assage birds, and the re wiU be mulatto lawyers and 
shopkeeperB and newspaper writers . But the blacks hate 
the mnlattoes, and the mulatto breed will not m ^ltit iff n 
itaelf, aa with the independence of the blacks the intimaej"*] 
between bladte and whites diminishes and mnst diminish. 
The English peasant imniigratioji wliich enthusiasts have 
belicTed in is a dream, a^'^ream which passed throu^^k the 



imy g»te, a dream whiclf^Q never torn to a waikmg zealiiy ; 1 
and unless under the Indi an^ s ystemy which our rulers will ' 
never try unless the democracy orders them to adopt it, the 

English interest will come to an^enA. 

The English have proved in India that they can play a 
great and useful part as j'u& b over recognised inlerion. 
Evsn in the West Indies ^he planters were a real some* 
- thing. Like the Englis h in Ireland, they produced a 
/ r( inarkal)le breed of men : the Codringtons, the AVarners^ 
and many illustrious namoB besides. They governeiO 
eheap^ on their own reso nrceSj^ and the islands under theur 
role were so profitable ll&tjpre_Jought for them as if our 
Empire was at stake. All that is gone. The days of I 
ruling races are supposed 'Jo l)e mimbered. Trade drifts 
away to the nearest mark^ to New York or New Orleaoa \ 
—and in a money point o F view the value of such posses- j 
skms as Trinidad will soon 'be less than nothin g to us, / 
As long as the present system holds, there will ]>e an 
appreciable addition to the sum o f human (coloured human) 
h^pBess* Lia^ter«heart ed crea tures do not exist on the) 
i^ie. Bui the eontinua nee of i t depends on the eontuiu- 
SQee of the English rule. T he p^ ace and order which they 
beneiit by is nut of their ow n^ creat ion. In spite of schools 
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and misBionarieB, ihe dark o(nmeett<m still naintaiiis itself 

with Satan's invisible world, and modern education con- 
tends in vain with Obeah worship. As it has been in Hayti, 
80 it most be in Trinidad if the English leave the Uaoks 
to he their own masters. 

Scene after scene passes by on the magic elide. The 
man-eating Caribs first, then Colmiibus and his Spaniards, 
the French conquest, the English occupation, but they 
have left behind them no self-qniokening seed of healthy 
dvilisation, and the prospect darkens once more. It is 
a pity, for there is no real necessity that it shonld 
darken. The West Indian negi'o is consci^ius of his 
own defects, and rcspondff^ore willingly than most to 
a guiding hand. He is fCffifal and affectionate to those 
who are just and kind to ^im, and with a century or two 
of wise administration Ke^might prove that his inferiority 
is not inherent, and tKH "with the same chances as thti 
white he may rise to the^s^e level. I oannot part with 
the hope that the Engl ieS"pS ple may yet insist that the 
chance shall not be deniedjQ him, and that they may yet 
give their oflicials to understand that they must not, shall 
not, shake off their responsibilities for this unfortunate 
people, by flinging thenTbaek upon themselves ' to manage 
their own affairs,' now tSatwe have no further nse for them. 

I was told that fEe k*eener-witted Trinidad blacks are 
watching as eagerly as we do tlie development of the Irish 
problem. They see t Ee ^ entity of the situation. They see 
that if the Badioal view prevails, and in every comatiy 
the majority are to nde^rinidad will be theirs and the 
governm< nt of the English will be at an end. I, for myself, 
look upon Trinidad arid ftie West Indies generally as an 
opportunity for the furffiy extension of the influence of 
the English race in thdr^special capacity of leaders and 
governors of men. We cannot with honour divest ourselves 
of our responsibility for thjg^ blacks, or after the eloquence 
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me have pourt^d out and the bclf-hiudatiuii which ^^e imve 
allowed ourselves lor the aupprc psinn nf slavery, Iluvl- them 



will not be of any long endurance if W6 consider that we 
bavtf disc liur^cd our full duty to our fellow-suhjcct- when we 
have 8t't them £ree to follow their own devices. If that is 
to be ally the sooner h vanishes into history the better for 
US and for the norld. 



now to relapse into a state my 
the first step of emandpaliAQr 



I which slavery itiMslf was \ 
Oar world-wide dominion^ 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

BulMdMs agrnhi— Sodal oonditioa of the i8luid<-Po]itiotl «oBffeitiitioa~ 
BffBOtoof the sugar bounties — Danger* nf g^eral bankrnplaj — TheHafi 

of Assembly- Sii Cliaili s Pearson — Society in Bridgetown A morning 
drive — Church of St. Jokn's Sir Crmhani Brigga — ^An old planter's 
paUibCe—Tbe Chief Justice oi Barbado«8. 

AoAiN at sea, and on the way back to Barbadoes. The 
commodore of the trainiiig squadron had offered me r berth 
to St. Vincent, but lu intended to work up under sail against 
the norih-eaBt trade, whichliad riseii to half a gale, and I 
preferred the secnrit j and spSed of the mail boat. Among 
the passengers was Miss — ^^^Re lady whom I had seen 
sketching on the ay to the Blue Basin. She shoNved me 
her drawhigs, which wer e exe tdleiit. She showed me in her 
mosquito-bitten arms what she bad endured to make them, 
and I admired her fortit nT^ She was English, and was on 
her way to join her fotHer at Co drington College^ 

We had a wild night, but those long vessels care little 
for wiiidis and waves. By monuiig we had fought our way 
back to Grenada, in tlie bt. Vincent roadstead, which we 
reached the same day, the ship was stormed by boatloads 
of people who were to go on with as ; boys on their way to 
school at Barbadoes, ladies young and old, white, blaek, 
and mixed, wlio were houmn know not where. The night 
fell dark ab pitch, tlie btorm continued, and we were no 
sooner beyond the shelter of t he land than every one of them 
save Miss — and mj rseft was prostrate. The vessel 
ploughed on upon her way indifferent to ns and to them* 
We were al Uridgctown by breakfast timv, and I was now 
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/to have an upi>oiLLiiiitv of studying more at leisure the 
earliest of our West Indian colonies. 

fiarbadoes is as unlike in appearanee as it is in social 
eondltiop to Trinidad or the AntiDes. There are no monn- | 
tains in it, no forests, no rivers, and as yet no small free* 
holdei's. Tlie blacks, wh o numb er nearly 200,0UU iii'anl 
island noi iwrger than the Js le of Wight^ are labourers, 
working for wages on tfa e^estat esof large proprietors. Land| 
of their own they have none^^for there is none for thenu ■ 
"Work they must, for they eaniiot live otherwise. Thus every 
square yard of soil is cuTS mted^ and turn your eyes where 
yoa will yon see hoosesy sugpr canes, and sweet potatoes. I 
Two hundred and fifty years of oocnpation have imprinted 
strongly an Enghsh character ; parish chnrehes solid and 
respectable, the English language, the En<;lish poh'ce and 
parochial system. However it may be in the otlier islands, 
England in Barbadoes is still a solid £aet. The headquarters 
of the West Indian troops are there. There is a oomniander- 

in-cliief residing, in a * Queen *h H ouse/ so called. There ia 
a Bavamiah where there are Eut^lis h barracks under avenues 
of ahnond and mahogany. Bed coats are scattered about ^ 
the graas. Officers canter ahoat playing polo, and naval 
and military unilbrms glitter 'at iihe side of oarriages, and 
horsemen and horsewomen take their evening rides, as well 
mounted and as well dressed ae you can see m BottenKow. 
Barbadoes is thus in pleasing contrast with the eonqnered 
isiaoda irtiieh we have not taken the trouble to assimilate. 
In them remain the wrecks of the French civilisation which 
we suptrscUt^d, hut \nc have planted nothing of our own, 
Barbadoes, the European aspect of it at any rate» is English 

The harbour when we arriTed was even more hrilliant 

than we had left it a fo' rtrn'gl it before. The tiainlng 
squadron had gone, but in th e place of it the West 
Indian fieet was there, and there were also three Amoriean 
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iHgatoB, old wooden TeeeelB out mmly on a eniise, bat 

I heavily sparrdd, smart anlTweU 8ot up, with the stars and 
I stripes floating carelessly at their stems, as if in these western 
seas, be the nominal Jomniion British, French, or Spanish^ 
the American has a voice also and intends to be heard. 

We had no sooner anchored than a weD-appointed 
boat was alongiBide with a^^ming and an sosigii at the 

stem. Colonel , the chief of the poliee, to whom 

it helonpjed, came on boara in search of Miss , who 

was to be iiis guest in Bridgetown. She introduced me 
to him. He insisted on my acoompanying him home 
to breakfast, and, as he waiT^ person in authority, I had 

nothing to do but obey. Gol^el , to whose politeness 

then and afterwards I was in many ways indebted, had seen 
hfe ill varioHR forms. He had been in the navy. He had 
been in the army. He had been caUed to the bar. He 
was now the head of the Barbadoes poUoe, with this 
anomaloos addition to his oth«r daties, that in de&oH of 

fa chaplain he read the Ohureh service on Sundays in 
the barrae]<s. He had even a licence from the bishop to 
preach sermons, and boing^a man of fine character and 
original sense he disdiarged this last function, I was toid^ 
remarkably well. His house was in the heart of the town» 
but shaded with tropieal trees. The rooms were proieoted 
by dt(^p outside galleries, which were overrun with Bougain- 
villier creepers. He was himself the kindest of entertainers,, 
his Irish lady the kindest of hostesses, with the humorous 
hi^ breeding of the old Sligo acistoeraoj, to whom she 
belonged. I found that I had been aoqnainted with some 
of her kindr( d there long ago, in the days when the Anglo-. 
Irish rule liad not bt en discovered to \ye a upas tree, and 
cultivated human life was still possilile in Gonnaught. 
Of the breakfast, whieh consisted of i^il the West Indian 
dainties I had ever heard or read of , I can say noflilng^ 
nor of the pleasant talk which foiBowed. I was to see more 
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of Colonel , for he ollered to drive me some day across 

the ifllAiid, a promise which he punctually fulfilled. My 
lUy with him lor the prcilseiit oonld t)e but brief, as I was 
eqpeeted at Government House. 

I Lave met with exceptional hospitality from the gover-* 

^ nars of British coiouies in ^xnan y parts of the world. They 
are not ehoeep like the BomjMj proconsuls from the ranks of 1 
trained statesmen who h»ve held higih administratiye oflloes 
at home. They are appointed, as I said just now, from 
various motives, sometimes^^ a careful regard to fitness 
for their post, sometimes with a regard merely to routiue or i 
conveniflnce or to personal infiuenoe brought to bear in their ' 
fsTour. I have m^rself seen some for whom I should have*! 

K thought oth» r employmtmt would have been more suitable ; 

/ but always and everywhere th ose that 1 have fallen in with 
have been men of honour and integrity above reproach or 
su^noioii, and I have met with one or two gentlemen in theaa 
tttuatiom whose admirabli> (qualities it is impossible to praise 
too highly, who in their complicated resi^onsibiUties — respon- 
sibiiitiea to the colomee and responsibilities to the autliorities 
at home — ^have considered conscience and duty to be their 
lafest guides, have cared only to do what th^ believed to 
be right to the best of their ability, and have left their 
interests to take caie of themselves. 

The Governor of Barbadoes is not despotic. He controls 
the administration, but there is a constitution as old as the 
Stuarts; an Assembly of thirty-three members, nine of whom 
the Crown iioiiiinaU^, the rest are tleetL-d. The friction 
is not so vioieut as wh en t he number of the nominated 
and elacted members is eg^, and as long as a property 

f quiMftoationwas required f or the franchise, the aystem may? 
have worked tolerably with6tit producing any violent mis- 
chief. There have been^recent modifications, howeverT' 
pointing in the same dilution as those which have been 
made in Jamaica. ^ an ordinance from home the suffinge 
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has been widely extended, obvioubly as a step to lai^er 
intended changes. 

Under such conditions and with an uncertain future a 
IIDvemor can do little save lead and infloeinoe, entertain 
Tiaitors, diaeharge the neoeaaary eonrtesiea to all elaaeeg of 
Ilia anbjeeta, and keep his eyes open. Theee dntiea at leaal 
Sir Charles Lees discharges to perfection, the cntcrtauimg 
part of them on a scale so hberal that if Pere Labat came back 
he would suppose that the two hundred years whieh hate 
Kone by since hia visit waa a dream, and that Qownment 
House at least was still as he left it. In an establishment 
%hich had so many demands upon it, and where so uitiny 
visitors of all kinds were going and coming, 1 had no claim 
to be admitted. I felt that I sE ould be an intruder, and had 
I been allowed wotdd hav t ken myself elsewhere, but 8ir 
Charles's peremptory geifSoiity admitted of no refdsal. Aa 
a subject I was bound to InSmit to the Queen's representa- 
tive. T eamiot say I ^as sorry to be compelled. In 
Government House I sEouid see and hear what I could 
neither have seen nor'Eesurd elsewhere. X ahoold meet 
people who could tell me what I most wanted to know. I 
had nnderstood aheady ^atowing to the sugar depresdcm 
the state of tlie island wa'fentical. OHicials were alarmed. 
Bankers wei t alarmed. *^H?one oould see beyond tlie next 
year what wa. likely to l^en. Sir Charlee bimeelf would 
have most to say. He was evidently anxkms. Perhaps if 
he had a fault, he was Sver anxious ; bat with the poeai- 
bUity of social confu.^ion before him, with nearly 200,000 
peabant subjects, who in S few months might be out of work 
and so out of food, with {ETinflammable n^^ nature, and 
« sospioiona and easily efSled paUio opinion at hone, the 
position of a Governor ofSarbadoes is not an enviable one. 
The Government at home, no doul>t with tlie best intentions, 
lias aggravated any peril which there may be by enlarging 
the sul^age. The experience of Governor Eyre in Jamaica 
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has tanght the danger of being too active, but to be too 
inadive may be daiigeroiu aleo. If there is a stir again in 
any part of these islands, and -violenoe and massaere come of, 
as it came in St. Domingo, the responsibility is with the | 

governor, and the acconnt^ll be strictly exacted of liiin. ^ 

I must describe more particularly the reasouB which 
there are lor nneasinees. On the day on which I landed I 
saw an artiole in a Bridgetown paper in which my coining 
tlitre was si)nkeii of as perhaps the last straw which would \ 
break the overburdened bac^T Tknow not why I should be J 
thought likely to add anything to the load of Barbadian 
aJflictions» I should be a w^se friend to the colonies than 
I have tried to he if I was oneof those who would quench 
the smoking Hax of loyalty iiijm^' West Indian heart. But 
loyalty, I very well know, is sorely tried just now. The 
position is painfully simple. Th e great prosperity of the 
island ended with emaneipati onr Barbadoes soffered less 
than Jamaica or the Antilles because the population was 
large and the land limited, anJ^the blacks Avere obliged to 
work to keep themselves alive. The abolition of the sugar) 
duttes was the next bbw. Thej)rioe of sugar fell, and the 
estates yielded little more than the expense of cultiTation. 
Owners of properties who wefSTIu ir own niana^^ors, and luuT^ 
sense and energy', continued to keep thembelvcb afloat ; but 
absen t e e ism had become the t asESg n. The brilliant society^ 
which is described liy LabatTad been melting for more 
Ihstt a century. More and more the old West Indian I 
families removed to England, farmed their L'uk1> through 
agents and overseers, or s olS^ em to q»eoulating capitalists. 
pThe penooal influence ofjhe white man over the blacSn 
which mi^t ha^e been brought about by a friendly inter- 
wurse after slavery was abolished, was never so much as 
attempted. The higher clasti of gentry found the colony*\ 
loore and more distaste ful to them, and they left the ai - I 
of the laboiu^Question to persons to whom the/ 
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blacks were nothing, emaneii)atod thongb tluy might l>e, 
except instruments of production. A negro can be attached 
to hiB employer at least ae easily as a horse or a dog. 
iThe horse or dog requires kind treatment, or he becomes 
indifferent or sullen ; so it is with the negro. But the 
forced e(iiiality of the races before the law made more diiii- 
suit the growth of any kindly feeling. To the overseer on 
a jplantation the black labourer was a maohine oat of 
which the problem was to get the maximum of work with 
the minimum of pay. In the slavery times the horse and 
dog relation was a real thing. The master and mistrees 
joked and laughed with their dark bondsmen, knew CiBsar 
from Pompey, knew how many ehildren eaeh had, g^ve 
them small presents, oared for them when they were fOidL^ 
and maintained them when they were old and [)ast work. 
All this ended with emancipation. Between whites and 
blacks no relations remained save that of employer and 
employed* They lived apart. They had no longer,* save 
in exceptional instances, any personal communication with 
each other. Tlic law refusing to recognise a difference, the 
social line was drawn the harder, which the law was anaUe 
to reach. ^ 

In the Antilles, the plantations broke up as I had seen 
in Grenada. The whites went away, aad the land was 

(divided among the negroes. In Barbadoes, the estates 
were kept together. The fngUsh character and the English 
habits were printed deepiTThere, and were not so easily 
^<jbliterated. But the stfGrTln their courses have fought 
^ against the old system. Once^the West Indies had a mono- 
poly of the sugar trade. Ste am and progress have given 
them a hnndred notararc ompotitors ; and <m the baokof 

(these came the wmatvSfSL boonty-fed beetroot sugar com- 
petition. Meanwhile the expense of living increased in the 
days of inflated hope anSTumexampied prosperity.' Free 
trade, whatever its immediate consequences, was to make 
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everyone rich in the end. When the income of an estate 
foil short one year, it was to'rise in the next, and money 
w«8 borrowed to make ends meet ; when it dichi't xiBe^ more 
oaoney was bormwed; a nd tliere is now hardly a proper^ | 
in the island which is noi loaded to fhe sinking point. Tied 
to sugar-growing, Barbadoes has no second industry to f all 
back apon. The blacks, wh o are he edless and light-hearted, / 
inereaae and multiply, not smigrate, they 

BO mtioh attaehed to their h omes ; and the not distant pros- 
peot is of a general bankruptcy, which will throw the ImTj 
for the moment out of culti vation , with a hungry unem- ^ 
ployed moititude to feed wlt hoat me ans of feeding them, | 
and to oontrol without the pmonal aeqnaintanee and 
inflnenee which alone oan make co ntrol i^osaj 

At home tliere in a i^H^ne ral kn owledge that things are 
not going on well out ther e. Bu t, true to our own ways of 
thinking, we regard it as ffieir affau* and not as ours. If 
die^ sugar rains the plaate fsT^ b enefits the English work* 
man. The planters had their innings ; it is now the con* 
sumer's turn. What are the West Indies to us? On the 
map they appear to belong more to the United States thaa 
to us* Let the United Btates take them and welcome. 
80 thinks, perhaps, the average Englishman; and, analogons 
/io him, the West Indian proprietor reflects that, if admitted 
into the Union, he would have the benefit of the American 
market, which would set him on his feet again ; and that 
the Americans, probably Ibding that th^, if not we, could 
make some profit oat of the islands, woold be likely to 
settle the black quebtion for him in a more satisfactory 
manner. 

That sQoh a feeling as this shoold exist is natural and 
paidanaMe; and it would have gone deeper than it has gone 
if it woe not that there are two parties to every bargam, 

and those in favour of such a union have met hitlierto with 
no encouragement. The Amencans are wise in their gene- 
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latum. They looked at Chibft; ih€y]oolMda4 Si. Bomingo* 
They might haye had both on easy ternui* bat they tell yoa 

that their constitution does not allow them to hold depen- 
dent states. What they annex they absorb, and they did 
not wish to abeorb another million and a half of blacka 
and as many Boman OatholieB, having enough alzeady of 
both. Onr English ielande may be more tempting, bat 
there too the hliick cloud hangs thick and grows yearly- 
thicker, and through English indulgence is more charged 
^th dangerous elements. Already, they say, they have 
evecy advantage vhioh the islands can give ibem. They 
ezeroise a general proteotorate, and mnild probably mterfeie 
if Fraiici or England were to attempt again to extend their 
dominiouB in that quarter ; but they prefer to leave to the 
present owners the responbibility of niiinaging and feeding 
the cow, while they are to have the tnilking of it. 

Thus the proposal of annexation, which has new gone 
be3rond wishes and talk, has so to been coldly received ; bat 
the Americans did make their offer a short time since, at 
whieli the drowning Barbadians grasped as at a doating 
plank. England would give them no hand to save them 
from the effects of the beetroot boanties. The AmecieaiM 
were willmg to relax their own sugar datiee to admit West 
Indian Hu^^ar duty free, and give them the Itunefit of their 
own high prices. The colonies being xnialde to make 
treaties for themselves, the pro])osal was referred home and 
was r^eeted. The Board of Trade had, no doabt, excellent 
reasons for objecting to an arrangement which would have 
flung our whole commerce with the West Indies into 
^ American hands, and might have formed a prelude to a 
closer attachment. It would have been a violation also of 
those free>trade principles which are the English political 
gospeL Moreovier, oar attitade towards oor colomes has 
chang( d, too, in the last twenty years ; we now wish to 
preserve the attachment of coumiunities whom a generation 
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back we ahanld baye told to do as tibey liked, and haye 

bidden them Goil Hpeed upon their way ; and tliis treaty may / 
have been re<^'ai'ded as a step towards separation. Bat the 
imfiirtiiiiate Barbadians fonncrtheiiiseLyeSj with the harbour 
in sights driven oat again into the free-trade bnrrieaae. 
We would not help them ourselves ; we deelmed to let the 
Americans help them ; and help tliemselves they could 
not. They dare not resent our indiffen nee to their ia« 
teiesia, whieb, if they were stronger^ would have been more 
visibly displayed. They mus! wait now for what the fninre ■ 
will bring as much composure as tliev can command, * 
bat I did hear outcrieB of impatience to which it was 
unpleasant to listen* Na^it was even snggested as a 
means of indneing the Amerlrans to forego tiieir relnetanoe 
to taike ibem into the Union, that we might reluKiuish sneb ' 
rif»hts as we possessed in CaTiada if the Americans would 
relieve us of the West Indies, lor which we appeared to care 
so little. 

If Barbadoes is driven into bankmptcy, the estates wiH 

have to be sold, and will probably be broken up as they 
have l)een in the Antilles. The fn st diflicnltv will thus be 
got over. But the change cannot be carried out in a day. 
If wages suddenly eease, the negroes will starve, and will 
not take fbeir starvation patiently. At the worst, however, 

means will proltably be found to keep the land from fallin;^' 
out of cultivation. The Barbadians see their condition in 
the light of their grievanees, and make the worst of it* 
The continental powers may tire of the bounty system, 
or sometbing else may happen to make sugar rise. The 
prospect is not a brierht one, but what actually happens in 
this world is generally the unexpected. 

As a visit my stay at Government House was made 
sipqftly deli^^tfttl to me. I remained there (with interrup- 
tions) for a fortnight, and Lady L did not only permit, 

bat she insisted that X should be as if in an hotels and come 
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and go as I liked. The olimate of Barbadoes^ so lur as I 
ean speak of it, is as sparkling and inTigorating as cluun- 

pagne. Cocktail may be wanted in Trinidad. In Barba- 
does the air is all one asks for, and bet v. eon mght breezes 
and sea breeses one has plenty of it. Day begins ivith 
dayli^t, as it on^t to do. Yon haye slept without know- 
ing anything abont it. There are no Tenomons crawling 
creatures. Cockroaches are the worst, but they scuttle out 
of the way so alarmed and ashamed of themselves if you 
happen to see tiiem» that I neyer oonld bring myself to hnrt 
one. Yon spring ont of bed as if the process of getting 
up were actually pleasant. Well-appointed West Indian 
houseb are generally provided with a fresh-water swimming 
bath. Though cold by courtesy the water seldom falls 
below 65*, and yon float Inx^jaonsly npon it without dread 
of chill. The early coffee follows the bath, and then the 
stroll under the V»ig trees,*^mong strange flowers, or in 
the grotto with the ferns and humming birds. If it 
were part of one*s regular life, I suppose that one wonld 
irant something to do. ^^^^piarles was the most aotiye of 
men, and had been busy in his office for an hour before I 
had come down to lounge. But for myself I discovered 
that it was poBsi])le, at least for an interval, to be perfectly 
I idle and perfectly Ympj p^ snnonnded by the daintiest 
^ beauties of an English hothouse, with palm trees waging 
I like fans to cool one, anjTwith sensitive plants, which we 
common as daisies, strewing themselves under one's feet 

to be trodden upon^^ ^ 

Aitet breakfast the heat would be oonsiderabiA, but with 
an umbrella I could waUfaEout the town and see what was 
to he seen. Alas ! here oiieTias sometliinj^ to desire Where 
Pere Lahat baw a ditjplay of splendour which reminded hmi of 
Paris and London, you now find only ttores on the Amencaa 
pattern, for the most part American goods, bad in quality 
and flxtrayagaatly dear. /fFreaty or no treaty, it is to 
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America thai the trade is drifting, and we miglit as well / 
concede with a good grace what must soon come of itself 
wliether we like it or not. The streets are relieved froirTl 
ugliness by the trees and I>y occasional handsome buildings. 
Often X stood to admire ^elraa-greeli Nelson. Onoe \ \ 
mot into tiie Assembly where ile legislature was disonssing 
more or less xinquietly the prospects of the island. TliTl 
question of the hour was econo my. In the opinion of 
patriot Barbadians, sore at the refusal of the treaty, the 
Teadieet way to reduce aipe nditnr e was to diminish the} 
sdSiries of officials firom t he j govemor downwards. The 
officials, knowinj^ that they were very moderate ly paid I 
already, naturally demurr ed. J l'he most interesting part oTl 
/the thing to me was the hall in which the proceedings were 
^going on. It is handsom^ inf itself, and has a series of ) 
painted windows representing the English sovereigns from 
James I. to Queen Victoria. Among them in his proper . 
place stood Oliver Cromwell, tlie only forznai recognition of ' 
the great Protector that I'^know of in any part of the 
English dominions. Barbadoes had been Cavalier in its 
general hyiapathicR, but has taken an independent view of 
things, and here too has had an opinion of its own. 

Hospitality was always a West Indian charaoteristio. 
There were hmcheons a nd d inners, and distinguished per- 
sons to be met and talked to? Among these I had the speciaF^ 
good fortune of making acquaintance with Sir Charles 
Pearson, now commandin g-^mS iief in thost^ parts. Even in 7 
tfaooo days» crowded as tfie}- are by small incidents made 
large by newspapers, we h^Renot yet forgotten ^e defence of 
a fort in the interior of ZuliTIan? where Sir Charles PearsorT' 
and his small garrison \vt!Je cot off from their eummmiica- 
tions with NataL For a w5ekor two ^vas the chief object 
of interest In emry Englishlionse, In obedience to orders 

I which it was not his bnsiness to question, he had assisted 
Sir T. bhepstone in the memorable annexation of the 
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Traiumal. He had seen also to what that anoasatidn lad^ 

and, being a truth-speaking man, he did not attempt to con- 
ceal the completeness of our defeat. Our military establish- 
ment ill the West Indies ifi of modest dimensions ; but a 
strong English soldier, who says little and does his duty, and 
never told a He in his life or oonld tell one, is a eomlbrting 
figure to fall in with. One feels that there will be some' 

(thing to retne upon when parliamentary oratory has finished 
its work of disintegration^^^ 

The pleasantest incident of the day was the ereoisg drive 

with Lady L . She would take me out shortly before 

sunset, and l)ring me bact again when the tropical stars were 
showing faintly and t he hrfi iiies had begim to sparkle about 
the hushes, and the bats were flitting to and fro after the 
night moths like spiritT ot' J u kness chasing human soids. 

The neigh ])ourhood of Bridgetown has little natnral 
beauty ; l»ut the roads ^ are excellent, the savannah pic- 
tmresque with riding parties and polo players and loung- 
ing red jackets, every one being eager to pay his or her 
resjjeet to tlie gracious (ady of the Queen's representative. 
fWe called at pretty vilmft^here there would be evening 
teas and lawn tennis in the c ool. The society is not exten- 
isive, and here would be collected most of it that was worth 
'meeting. At one of tHesTparties I fell in with the offioers 
of the American squadron, the commodore a very in* 
teresting and courteous ^gentleman whom I should have . 
laken for a ft 1 1 o w - c o un try m an . There are many diamonds, 
and diamonds of the first water, among the Americans aa 
among ourselves ; but tEe'cutting and setting is difiisrent* 

Commodore D was cut and set like an Englishman.' 

I He introduced mo to one of his brother oftictrs who hud 
I been in Hayti. Spite of Sir Si)encer St. John, spite of all 
\ the oonflnnatory evidence which X had heard, I was still 
f incredulous about the alleged cannibalism there. To my 
I ini^uijies this gentleman had only the same answer to 
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^gm* The faot was beyond qneBtion. He had himself 

C^known instances of it. , 

The commodore bad a ;;rievaiK*e a^'ainnt us illustrating 
West Indian mamiers. TliSse islands are as nervous about 
their health as so many old ladies. The yellow flags float 
on ship after ship in fhe Bridggfeown roadstead, and orews, . 
]»assengers, and cargoes are sternly interdicted Ii dmi ihe ' 
land. Jamaica was in il l nam e from small-pox, and, as 
Cofaa wHl not drop its intereomrse witli Jamaioa, Cubft falls 
also nnder the ban. The oonunodore had directed a case 
of cigars from Havana to meet him at Barbadoes. Th^ 
arrived, but mij^ht not he transferred from the steamer 
which brought them, even on board hi^j own ^igate, lest he 
might bring infaetion on shore in his oigar ease. Th^ 
^nrent on to En^^and, to reach him perhaps eventoally in 
xVt w York. 

Colonel 's duties, as chief of the police, obliged him 

to make occasional romids to yisit his stations. He re- 
collected his promise, and he invited me one morning to 
flceompany him. We were to breakfiist at his house on 
<)!u* return, so I anticipated an excursion of a few miles at 
the utmost. He called for^ me soon after sunrise with a^ 
light carnage and a brisk pair of horses. We were rapidly 
«lear of the town. The roads were better than the best I 
have seen out of England ,^hej? n]y fetilt in them being the 
wliite coral dust wliich dazzles and blinds the eyes. Every^ 
where there were signs of age and of long occupation. The 
€toine steps leading up oat of_the road to the doors of the 
houses had been worn by h nman_ feet for hundreds of years. 

e houses themselves were old, and as if sulii i in^ from 
the universal depression — «^'ate8 broken, gardens disordered, 
and woodwiurk black and blStoed for want of paint. But 
if the hahttaiions were neglected, there was no neglect in 
the fields. Sngar cane alternated wifli sweet potatoes and 
yams and other strange things the names of which 1 heard 

I 
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and forgot ; but theie was not a weed to be seen or brolmn 
I fenoe where fence was needed. The soQ was elean, every 

iiich of it, as well hoed and trenched as in a Middlesex 
. market garden. Bait fi sL and Rour, which is the chief food 
t of the blacks^ is Import ed; b ut vegetables enoii|^ axe 
raised in Barbadoes to kSJTthe cost of living inerediUj 
bw ; and, to my tminstmeted eyes, it seemed that 
sugar and waj^es did fail there conld be no danger of any 
sudden famine. The people were thick as rabbits in 
warren ; women with loaded baskets on their heads laugh- 
ing and ehirraping, men driv ing donkey earts, four donkeya 
abreast, smoking their early pipes as if they had not a 
©are in the world, as, indeed, they have not. ] 

On we went, the Coloners horses stepping out twelve 
miles an hour, and I won dered privately what was to 
become of onr breakfiist. We were striking right acroea 
the island, along the cofal ridge whicli forms the backbone 
fofii. We found ourBelve s at l ength in a grove of orange 
I trees and shaddocks, at tEe old church of St. John's, which 
stands npcm a perpendicnl ar jp liff ; Codrington College on 
the level under our feet, Sni beyond us the open Atlantic 
and the everlastinj]^ brealcers from the trade winds fringing 
the shore with foan^ I'ar out were the white saila of the 
fishing smacks. The Barbadians are careless of weather^ 
and the best of boat sailors. It was very pretty in the 
bright morning, and the church itself was not the least 
interesting part of the scene. The door was wide open.. 
We went in, and I seemed to be in a parish church in 
England as parish churches used to be when I was a ehild. 
There were the old-&shioned seats, the old unadorned 

« 

coiauiUiiion table, the old pulpit and reading di r^l^ and the 
clerk's desk below, with the lion and the unicorn conspicu- 
ous above the chancel aroh. The white tablets on the wail 
bore fftmiKftr names dating bade into the last century. On 
the floor were flagstones still older with armorial bearings and 
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letters cat in stone^ half effaoed by the feet of the genera*^ 
tkma who bad trodden np the^ine aialee tfll they, too, lay 
down and rested there. And there was this, 1 ^, to be 
remumbered — that these !^rbadian churches, old as tliey 
might seem, had belonged always to the Anglican com* 
monion. No mass had eV er bee n said at that altar* It"? 
was a milestone on the hi gh roa d of tune, and wasTeneraUe 
to me at once for its antiquity and for the era at which it 
had begun to exiat. ^ ^ 

At the porch was an an cient slab on which was a coat of J 
inns, a crest with a hand a nd g word, and a motto, ' 8nc 
no$t tie nogira tuemvrJ The inscription said thai it was 
in memory oi .Michael Mahon, ' of the kingdom of Ireland/ 
erected by his chUdren and grandchildren. Who was 
Michael Mahon ? 8ome expatriated, so-caUed rebel, I sap- 
pose, whose sword could not defend him from being 
Barbado8*d with so many other poor wretches who were 
sent the same road — victims of the tragi-comcdy of the ^ 
English government of Ireland. There were plenty of ihem 
wandering about in Labat*s time, ready, as Iiabat obseryesy 
to lend a help to the French, should they take a Unisy to 
laud a force in the island. 

The churchyard was sca rcely so homc-hke. The graves 
were planted with tropical shrubs and flowers, f alma 
waved over the square stonelnonuments— stephanotis and 
jenamine crept about thrlron railings. The primroses 

and hyacinths and violets, with_^which wo dress the mounds % 
imder which our friends a re sleep ing, will not grow in the ' 
tropica. In the place of them are the exotics of our hot- 
boQsee. We too are, perlSps , exotics of another land in \ 
these islands, and may not, aHer all, have a long abiding J 
in them. 

Ckdonel , who witb^his secular duties comlnned 

serious and spiritual feeiing ^waa a friend of the clergyman 
of St J6bn% and hoped io^introduce me to him. This 
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gentleman, howerer^ was absent from home. Our round 
vas still bat half compk ted ; we had to moont again and 
go another seven miles to inspect a police station. The 

police themselves were, of course, blacks — well-grown fine 
men, in a high state of discipline. Our lisit was not 
expected, but all was as it should be ; the rooms well swept 
and airy, the horses in good condition, stable dean, harness 
and arms polished and ready for use. Serious as might be 
the trials of the Barbadians and decrepit the financial oon- 
dition, there wtre no syiuptoms of neglect either on the 
fiarms or in the social machinery! i 

Altogether we drove betw^enwirty and forty miles that 
morning* We were in time for breakfast after all, and I 
had seen half the island, fti s like the Isle of Thanet, or 
the country between Calais jii id l^oulogne. One character- 
istio feature must not be forgotten: there are no rivers 
and no waterpower ; steam engines have been introduced, 
bat the chief mottve idggpt is still the never-oeaaing 
trade wind. Yon see windmillB everywhere* as it was in 
the time of Labat. The planters are reproached as being 
behind the age; they are told that with the latest improve- 
ments they might still de ^ th eir beetroot enemy. It may 
be so, but a wind which never rests is a force which costs 
little, and it is possible that they understand their own 

business best. , 

Another morning excursion showed me the rest of the 
country, and introduced me to scenes and persona still more 
interesting. Sir Qrahamj^Sfflie ' ^ perhaps the most dis- 
tinguished representative of the old Barbadian funilies. 
He is, or was, a man of large fortune, with vast estates in 
this and other islands. A few years ago, when prosjx'cts 
were brighter, he was an advocate of the constitutional 

• As I correct tlie proofs 1 learn, to my Rreat sorrow, that Sir (iuiham 
is dead. I have lost in him a lately made but valued friend ; and titu colon/ 
fa«i lost tb« Ablest of its legislators. 
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development bo maeh recommended from England. The 
West Indian Islandi were to be confederated into a dominion 

like that of Canada, to take over the responsibilities of 
government, and to learn to siand alone. The decUue iu the 
Talne of property, the generaT decay of the white interest 
in the ialande^ and the rapicflncreafle of the hlacke, taught 
those who at one time were ready for the change what the 
real nature of it would be. They have paused to consider; 
and the longer they consider the leas they like it. 

bir Graham had called f^on me at Cknremment Hoiiie» 
and had spoken fully and free!£ahont the offered American 
sugar treaty. As a severe sufferer he was naturiiliy ini- 
tated at the nji ction of i t ; an d in ibe mood in which I 
found him, I should think it possible that if the Americans 
would hold their hands ontlB^ an offer of admission into 
the Union, he and a good many other gentlemen wonld 
meet them hallos ay. He did not say so — I conjecture only 
from natural probabiUties, and from wiuit I should fed 
myself if I were in their position. Happily the temptation 
cannot &11 in their way. An American official laeonically 
Bummed up the situation to me : * As satelUtes, sir, as much 
as you please: but ab part of the primary— no, sir.' The 
Americans will not take them into the Union ; they must 
remain, therefore, with their English primary and make 
the beet of it ; neither as satellites, for they have no proper 
motion of their own, nor as incorporated in the British 
Empire, for they derive no benefit from their connection 
with it, bnt as poor relations distantly acknowledged. I 
did not expect that Sir Graham would have more to say to 
me than he had said already ; bnt he was a cnltiTated 
aiid noteworthy person, his houst was said to be the 
most spienchd of the old Barbadian merchant palaces, 
and I gratefully accepted an invitation to pay him a short 
Tisit. 

I started as before in the early morning, before the son 
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was above tiie trees. The road followed the line of fhe 

.shore. Originally, 1 bulievc, Barbadoes was like the Antilles, 
covered witli forest. In the interior little remaiiiy »ave 
cabbage palms and detached olampa of mangy^lookiiig 
mahogany trees. The forest is gone, and human beings 
have taken the place of it. For ten miles I was driving 
through a string of stragglinp^ villaf^ps, cottage or 
cabin having its small vegetable garden and clump of 
plantains. Being on the western or sheltered side of th<f 
island, the sea was smooth and edged with mangrove, 
throngh which at occasional openings we saw the shining 
water and the white coral beach, and fishing boats either 
drawn up upon it or anchored outside with their sails 
np« Trees had been planted for shade among the honseB. 
There were village greens with great silk-cotton trees, 
banyans and acacias, mangoes aud oranges, and shad- 
docks with their large iruit glowing among the leaves 
like great golden melons. The people swarmed, children 
tumbling abont half naked, so like each other that one 
wondered whether their mothers knew their own firom ihdr 
neiglibouTs' ; the fisliennen's wives sclhng t^yinj? lish, of 
which there are iniinite numbers. It was an innocent, 
pretty scene. One missed green fields with cows upon 
them. Goinea grass, which is all that they have, makes 
excellent fodder, but is ugly to look at ; and is cut and 
cairied, not eaten where it grows. Of animal life there w ere 
innumerable donkeys ~ no black man will walk if he can find 
a donkey to carry him — ^infinite poultry, and pigs, lamiliar 
enough, but not allowed a free entry into the cabins as in 
Ireland. Of birds there was not any great variety. The 
humming birds preferred less populated quarters. There 
were small varieties of finches and sparrows and buntings, 
winged atoms without beauty of form or colour ; there were 
A few wild pigeons ; but the prevailing figure was the Bar- 
badian crow, a little fellow no bigger than a blackbird, a 
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diminutive jackdaw, who gets his living u])on worms and 
inaeciB and pairaaiteBy and bo tamg^hat he would perch upon 
a boy's head if he saw a diance of finding anything eatable 
there. The women dress ill in Barhadoes, for they imitate 
EngliBh ladies ; but no di'ess can conceal the grace of their 
fonna when they are young? It Btruok Pere Labat two 
eentories a^, end time andHEheir suppofled sufferings as 
elavee have made no difference. ^They work harder than 
the men, and aie Ubcd as b^StJ of burden to futrh and 
carry, but they carry their loads on their heads, and thus 
from childhood have to stand'^^ght with the neck straight 
and firm. They do not spoil theur shapes with stays, or 
their walk with high-heeled shoes. They plant their feet 
firmly on the gronrul. Fjvery movement is elastic and 
rounded, and the grace of body gives, or seems to give, 
grace also to the eyes and expression. Fooar things! it can- 
not compensate for their colour, which now when they are 
free is harder to bear than when they were slaves. Their 
prettinesB, such as it is, is short-lived. They grow old 
early, and an old negress is always hideous. 

After keeping by the sea for an hour we turned inland* 
and at the foot of a steep hill we met my host, who trans- 
ferred ine to his own carriage. We had still four or five 
miles to go tlirough caue Helds and among sugar mills. At 
Uie end of them we came to a grand avenue of cabbage 
palms, a hundred or a hundred and twenty feet high. How 
their slim stems with their dense coronet of leaves survive 
a hurricane is one of the West Indian mtuvels. They 
escape destruction by the elasticity with which they yield 
to it. The branches which in a calm stand out symmetri* 
eaUy, forming a drde of which tilie stem is the exact centre, 
bend round before a violent wind, are pressed close together, 
and stream out horisontally like a horse's tail. 

The avenue led up to Sir Graham's house, which stands 
^00 leet above the sea. The garden, once the wonder of the 
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iskuidy was nmning inld, fhon^ rare trees and slimbB- 
snryiyed frmn its ancient splendour. Among them were two 

Wellingtonias as tall ab the palms, but bent out of shape by 
the trade winds. Passing through a hall, among a litter of 
Garib^ennosHies, we entered the drawing roomi a magnifi* 
cent saloon eitending with varions Qompartments over ihe 
greater part of the ground-floor story. It was filled with 
rare and curious things, gathered in the days wlien sugar 
was a horn of plenty, and selected with the finest taste ; 
pietures, engravings^ gems, antiquarian relics, books, maps, 
and manuscripts. There had been fine culture in the West 
Indies when all these treasures were collected. The LngHsh 
settlers there, like the English in Ireland, had the tastes of 
a grand race, and by-and-by we shall miss both of them 
when they are overwhehned, as they are likely to be^ in. 
the revolutionary tide. Sir Graham was stemming it to the 
best of his ability, iiuil if he was to go under would go 
under like a gentleman. A dining room almost as largit 
had once been the scene of hospitalities like those which are 
oelebrated by Tom Cringle. A broad staurease led up from 
the ball to long galleries, out of which bedrooms opened ; 
with coui deep balconieb and the universal grern l)linds^ 
It was a palace with which Aladdin himself might have 
been satisfied, one of those which had stirred the envying 
admiration of foreign traveUers in the last century, one- 
of maii.v then, now proluibly the labL surviving representa- 
tive of Anglo- West Indian eivilisation. Like other forms 
of human life, it has had its day and could not last for ev«r«. 
Something better may grow in the place of it, but also 
something worse may grow. The example of Hayii ought 
to suggest misgivings to the most ardent philo-negro- 
enthusiast. 

West Indian cookery was funons over the world. Ptoe 
Labat devotes at least a thousand pages to the dishes com- 
pounded of the spices and fruits of the islands, and their 
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Ml and lowl. Carib traditioii was derdoped by artista 

from London and Paris. The Caribs, according 
Labaty ojily ate one another for ceremony and on state ) 
oeeaakms; their oommon diet was as excellent as it 
was innoeent; and they hid jj ecertained by oareftU ei^e^ 
rienoe the enfinary and mediemal Tirtnee of every anmal 
and plant around them. T om Cr ingle is eloquent on tliiTJ 
same subject, but with less scientific knowledge. My own 
Qnlortiuiately is lees than ^^u, and I ean do no jnstioe 
at aU to Sir Graham's entertainment of me ; I ean bat say 
that he treated me to a WesT Indian banquet of the old 
sort, infinite in variety, and with subtle differences of 
fiavour iat which no language provides names. The wine 
—laid op wimU Planeo, when Pitt was prime minister, 
and the days of liberty as . yet^ere not — was as admirabkT' 
us the dishes, and the fr^t more exquisite than either. 
Such pineapples, such shaddocks, X had never tasted before,, 
and shall never taste again.^^^ 

Hospitable, generous, spl endid as was Sir Graham's re^ 
eeption of me, it was nerertheless easy to see that the 
prospects of the island sat heavy upon him. "We had a 
long conversation when breakfast was over, which, if it 
added nothing new to what JL^ ha d heard before, deepened 
and widened the impression of it. ^ 

The English West Indies, like other parts of the worlds 
are going through a silenr^volution. Elsewhere the 
revoi nt i o n, as we hope, is a ^^isition state, a new birth ; a 
passing away of what is old^^an^ worn oat, that a fresh and7 
healthier order may rise in itsj^lace. In the West Indies 
the most sanguine of mortals will Ihid it dilhcult to enter- 
tain any such hope at all. ve been a ruling power 
there ior two hundred and fifty years ; the whites whom 
we planted as oar representatiTes are drifting into rain, 
and they regard England and England's policy as the prin- 
cipal cause of it. The blacks whom, in a fit of virtuous 
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benevoK nce, wc ciiiancipattd, do not feel that they are par- 
ticularly obliged to U8. They think, if they think at aJl, 
that they were ill treated ^giually, and have reoeived no 
more than was due to thflsi, and that perhaps it was not 
benevolenoe at all on onr part, bnt a desire to free oorsehes 
from the ruproacli of slav('huMiiif;. At any rate, tlie tenden- 
cies now in operation ar e lofjs ening the hold which we possess 
on the islands, and the longe r they last the looser that hold 
will become. French i nnuenc e is in no danger of dying out 
in Martiniqne and Gnadal onpe. The Spanish race is not 
dying in Cuba and Puerto "Bico. England will soon be no 
more than a name in BarHiukM s and the Antilles. Having 
acquitted our conscience b y em ancipation, we have left our 
West Indian interest to sin k or swim. Onr principle has been 
to leave each part of our empi re (except the East Indies) to 
take care of itself: we give the yarions inhabitants liberty, 
and what we understanJ^l^ fair play ; that we have any 
further moral respons ibiliti es towards them we do not 
imagine, even in our dreams, when they have ceased to be 
of commercial importance to ns; and we assome that the 
hcmoor of being British snbjects will suffice to secure their 
allegiance. It will not suffice, as we shall eventually dis- 
cover. We have decided that if the West Indies are to 
become again prosperons they must recover by their own 
energy. Our other colonies can do without help ; why not 
they? We ought to remember that they are not like the 
other colonies. We occupied them at a time when slavery 
was considered a lawful institution, profitable to ourselves 
and useful to the souls of the n( <:^roes, who were brought by 
it withui reach of salvation.* We became ourselves the 

I It wns on this (n'oaiid alone tbafc aUvtry was p«nmtted in the Franob 
islands. J. abut says : 

' C'eat une iui trds^ancicane que les terrcs soumises aux rois de France 
nadaBt litoat kms mox ^ paavMit ntirar. Cm! 00 qui ill k vol 
Louis Xm, de glorisnss m&noire, Mssi pisnx qu'il otoit sage, ent Umtoi Ist 
psiasi dn nonds 4 soottntir que les pramisrs hftbitaato des islss tosMoft 
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-chief siavt' dcak rs in the world. We peojilerl our inlands 
irith a population of blacks morejiense by far ia proportion 
io the whites than France or Spain ever ventored to do. 
We did not recognise, as the French and Spaniards did, 
that if our western colonies were permanently to belong; to 
us, we must occupy them oui'selves. We thought only of 
the inunediate profit which was^tcTbe gathered oat of the 
alare gangs ; and the disproportion of the two races — always 
dangerously large — has increased with ever-gatherin<^ velo- 
-city since the emancipation. It is now beyond control on 
the old hnes. The scanty whites are told that they must 
work ont their own salvation on eqnal terms with their 
old servants. The relation is an impossible one. The in- 
dependent energy which wo may fairly look for in Australia 
and New Zealand is not to be looked for in Jamaica and 
Barbadoes ; and the problem must have a new solution. 

Confederation is to be the remedy, we are told. Let the 
islands be combined under a constitution. The whites 
<;ollectively wfll then be a eunsiderable body, and can assert 
themselves successfuUy. Copfederation is, as I said before 
of the movement in Trinidad, but a turn of the kaleidoscope, 
the same pieces with a n'ew'pattem. A West Indian self- 
governed Dominion is possible only with a full negro vote. 
If the whites are to comhiiu-, so will the blacks. It will IxT 

Ilk rule by the blacks and 10^ the blacks. Let a gen« ration 
or two pass by and oarz^^' ay with them the old tradi- 
tions, and an English govSnor-general will be fonnd pre- 
siding over a black council, delrvering the speeches made for \ 
him by a black prime minister ; and how long could this ^ 
endore ? No English gentleman would consent to occupy 

^c?; fsclaves : et ne se rendit enfin qu'aux pre s>ante^' ^ollicitatione rjn'on hiT 
faiboit iXa leur octroyer cette permission que parce qu on lui reniuuUi* qu6 
«'6toit on moyen inlaiUible et I'tmiqae qu'U j eiit poor inspirer Ic culte du 
^rni INra «dx Afriofait, 1m i«tim 9» riaoUltiM» «t 1m fun i»en6T4rar • 
jiuqQ'4 k BMfft dans 1ft rtUgion ehrttMom qii*on lent fnott embtMser.* 
~VoL iT. p. 14. 
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80 abeurd a situation. The two raees are not equal and will 

not blend. If the white people do not depart of themselves, 
black legislation will make it impossible for any of them to 
Ktay who would not be better out of the way. The Anglo- 
Irish Frotestanta will leave Ireland if there is an Irish 
Gatholie parliament in College Green ; the whites, for the 
Hame reason, will leave the West Indies ; and in one and 
the other the connection with the British Empire will dis* 
appear along with them. It must be bo ; only poiitidans 
whose horison does not extend heyond their personal fdiorer 
and whose ambition is only to secure the immediate triumph 
of their party, can expect anything else. 

Before my stay at Barbadoes ended, I had an oppor- 
tunity of meeting at dinner a negro of pare blood who has 
risen to eminence by his own talent and eharaeter. He 
I Ills held the oflice of attorney-general. He is now chief 
justice oi the ialand. Exceptions are supposed proverbially 
to pro^e nothing, or to prove the opposite of what they 
appear to prove. When a particular phenomenon ooenrs 
rarely, the probabilities are strong against the reenrrenoe 
lol it. Having heard the craniological and other ol)jection8 
to the supposed identity of the ne^To and white races, I 
oame to the opinion long ago in AMoa, and I have seen no 
reason to ohange it, that whether they are of one raoe or . 
not there is no original or congenital difference of capacity 
between them, any more than there ib between a black 
horse and a blaek dog and a white horse and a wliite dog. 
With the same chanoes and with the same treatment^ 
I believe that distinguished men wonld be produced equally 

tVom both races, and Mr. 's well-earned success is 

an additional evidence oi it. But it does not follow that 
what can be done eTentually ean be done Immediately, and 
the golf which divides the colours is no arbitrary pr€(jndifle> 
Imt has been opened by the centories of training and dis^ 
eipUno which have given us the start in the race. We set 
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it down to Blavery. It would be lar traer to eet U down to 
freedom. The A^fincan blaeks have been free enongh for 

thousands, perhai)s for tens of thousands of years, and it 
has been the absence of restraint which has prevented them 
from beeoming civilised. Generation has followed genera* 
ikm, and the children are as like their father as the sue- 
ctvssive generations of apes. The whites, it is likely enough, 
succeeded one another with tiie same similarity for a lon<^ 
aecies of ages. It is now supposed that the human race 
has been npon the planet for a hundred thousand years at 
least, and the first traces of civilisation cannot be thrown 
back at ferthest b<3yoiul six thousand. Durinj:^ all those 
ages mankind went on treadin^^^ the same steps, century 
after oenioty making no more^advance than the birds and 
beasts. In Egypt or in India or one knows not where, 
accident or natural development quickened into life oar 
moral and intellectual faculties : and these faculties have 
grown into a\ hat we now experience, not in the freedom in 
which the modem takes delight, but under the sharp rule 
of the strong over the weak, of the wise over the unwise.^ 
Our own Anglo-Xoruum l ac r has heeome capable of self- 
government only after a thousand yearti of civil and spiritual 
authority. European government, Eorqpean instmotaon, 
eontinued steadily till his natural tendencies are snperseded 
by a higher instinct, may shorten the probation period of 
the negro. Individual blacks of exceptional quality, like 
Frederick Douglas in America, or the Chief Justice of Bar- 
badoee> will avail themselves of opportonitiee to rise, and 
the freest opportunities ought to be oflTered them. But it 
is as certain as any future event can be that if we give the 
negroes as a body the pohtical powers which we claim for 
ourselves, they will use them only to their own ii^ory* 
They will slide back into their old condition, and the chance 
win be gone of lifting them to the level to which we have 
no right to say that they are incapable of ribijig. 



Digitized by Google 



126 THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST JNJDJES 



Chief Justice R owes his elevation to his English 

enTironment and hie £xigliah legal training. He voaki 
not pretend that he oould have made himself what he is in 
Hayti or in Dahomey. Let English aathority die away, 
and the average black nature, such aa it now is, ])i K ft fiee 
to assert itself, and there will be no more negroes like him 
in Barbadoes or anywhere. 

Naturally, I found him profoundly interested in the 
late revelations of the state of Hayti. Sir Bpenser St. John» 
au Englisli official, aftur residing for t^velvL' years in Port 
au Prince, had in a publibhed narrative with many detaili> 
and particulars, declared that the republic of Toussaint 
rOnverture, the idol of all believers in the new gospel of 
liberty, had, after ninety years of independenoe, beeome a 
land where cannibalism coald be practised with impunity. 
The African Obeah, the worshi}) of serpents and trees and 
stones, after smoulderin«^ in all the West Indies in the form 
of witchcraft and poisoning, had broken out in Hayti in all 
its old hideoosness. Children were sacrificed as in the old 
days of Moloeh and were devoured with horrid ceremony, 
salted limbs being i)reserved and sold for the benefit of 
those who were unable to attend the fall solemnities. 

That a man in the position of a British resident should 
have ventured on a statement which, if untrue, would be 
ruinous to himself, appeared in a high degree improbable. 
Yet one liad to set one incredibiiily agaiiist another. Not- 
withstanding the character of the evidence, when I went out 
to the West Indies I was still unbelieving. I eonld not 
bring myself to credit that in an island nominally Catholio, 
where the French language was spoken, and there were 
cathedrals and churches and prieBts and missionaries, so 
horrid a revival of devil-worship could have been really 
possible. All the inquiries which I had been able to make, 
from American and other officers who had been in Haytii 
confirmed Sir 8. St. John's story. I had hardly found a 
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person who entertaiiied a doubt of it. I was perplexed and 
uncertain, when the Chief Justice opened the sul^fjeet and 
aaked me what I thought. Had I been convinced I shonid 

have turned the conversation, but I was not convinced and 
i was not afraid to aay so. I reminded him of tiie umver>4al 
conviction through Europe thai the Jews were habitually 
guilty of eaerificing children also. There had been de- 
tailed instances. Alleged offenders had been brought before 
courts of justice at any time for the last six hundred 
years. Witnesses had been found to swear to facts which 
had been accepted as conclusive. Wretched creatureB 
in Henry ni.*8 time had been dragged by dozens at horses' 
tails tb rough the streets of London, broken on the wheel, 
OtT torn to pieces by infuriated mobs. Even within the 
last two years/ the same accusation had been brought 
forward in Russia and Germany, and had been esiablished 
apparently by adequate proof. So far as popular conviction 
of the guilt of the Jews was an evidcnci' a;;aiust them, 
nothing could be stronger ; and no charge could be witliout 
foundation on ordinary principles of evidence whi«sh revived 
so oflen and in so many places. And yet many persons, I 
said, and myself among them, believed IhaL iiltliough the 
accusers were j>ericcLiy buicere, the guilt of the Jews was 
firom end to end an hallucination of hatred. I had looked 
into the particulars of somg of the trials. They were 
Uke the trials for witchcraft. The belief had created the 
fact, and accusation was itself eudtncc. I was prepared to^ 
tind these stories of child murder in Hayti were bred simi- j 
larly of anti-negro prejuc^^ 

Had the Chief Justice caught at my suggestion with 
any eagerness I should have^spected it myself. His grave 
diiiidiiiiu and continued Tiesitation in ofTciin^ an upliiion 
conhrmed me in my own. I told him that 1 was going to 
Haytttoleam what Icould'onthespot. I could not eiqpeet 
that I, on a flying visit, could see deeper into the truth 
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than Bir Spenser St. Jobn had seen^ bat at least I diould 
tiot take mtb me a mind already made up, and I ma not 

given to eredtility. He took leave of me with an oipiuuBion 

of passionate anxiety that it might be found possible to 
xemove m black a etain from his unfortimate race. 
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CHAPTEB X. 

Leeward and Windward lalanda— Th» Oaribi of Doanimoft—l^ of Pdra 
Labai^St Loeia— The Pitona— The harbour at Castriee— Intended 

atatlon^ Visit to the administrator— The old fort and barracks 
—CoDveraation with an American — Conatitation of Pnniiniea^liand at 
JKoaeaii* 

^YOND all the West Indiazi lala nds I had beeu curious to *^ 
we Dominiea.* It was the jo^e of Bodney's great fight 
on April 12. It was ttie mcwt jieaatiliil of the Antffles and 
the least known. A tribe of aboriginal Oaribs stiH lingered 

in the forestn retaimiig the old look and the old lanfTuage, i 
and, except that they no longer ate their prisoners, retain- 
ing their old habits. The^fere skilfcil fishermen, sldifol 
basket makers, skilfdl in man y curious arts.i 

The ishind Ues between Martinique and Guadaloupe, and 
is one of tlio group now called Leeward Islands, as distiu- 
goished from St. Lucia, St^^incent, Grenada, &6*, which 
form the Windward. The early geographers drew the 
line differently and more rationally. The main direetioiP} 
of the trade winds is from" the east. To theui the 
Windward Islands were tfie^whole chain of the Antilles, » 
wfaieh form the eastern sj^Bj of the Caribbean 8ea. The ^ 
Leeward were the great islands on the west of it— Onba, 
St. Domingo, Puerto Kieo,*"Wd Jamaica. The modern 1 
dirision corresponds to luj natural phenomenon. The drift 
of Uie trades is rather firom^e north-east than firom the 

> Net to be oonfonnded with St Domingo, which ia called altar Bt. 
Dammdt, wh<M liha Spanlazda Irat aettled, and ia aofw atvidid into the 

two black republics of St. Domingo and Hayti. Dominion Ilea ia the chain 
of the Antnies between Martiniqae and Ouadaloope, (Mid waa 10 sained bj 
CMamboa baoaoaa ba diaoovared it oo a Buadaj. 

m 
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flotith-east, and the names serve only now to deseribe onr 

own not very Riiccessful political groupings. 

Dominica cuts in two^the French West Indian posses- 
sions. The French took it originaUy from the Spaniards, 
ooonpied it, colonised iCpj^ted in it thdr religion and their 
language, and foog^t Ses^erately to maintain their posses- 
sion. Lord Piodney, to whom we owe our own position iu 
the West Indies, in8i8te<fthat Dominica must belong to us 
to hold Die French in check, and regarded it as the most 
important of all our si Soqs there. Bodney made it 
English, and English it has ever stnoe remained in sfnte 
of the furious efforts which France made to recover an 
island wbicli she so higl'ily valued during the Napoleon 
wars. I was anxious to learn what we had made of a place 
vrhich we had ionght so har dlorj 

Xhoogh Dominica is the most moontamoiis of all the 
Antilles, it is split into many valleys of exquisite fertility. 
Through each there runs a full and ample rn ( r, swarming 
with fish, and yieidmg waterpower enough to drive all the 
mills which industry ooulS^uild. In these valleys and on (he 
rich levels along the sbMfi the French had once their oane 
fields and orange gardens, their piiu ap|>le beds and indigo 
plan tations^ 

labat, who travelled tbron^li the island at tlie elosc- 
o£ the seventeenth century, found it at that time chiefly 
oeonpied by Caribs. With his hungry appetite lor know* 
ledge, he was a gnest injlieir viUageSy acquainted himself 
with then: characters and, habits, and bribed out of them 
by lavish |)resentB of Inandy the secrets of their medicines 
and poiRons. The Pere was a clever, curious man, with a 
genial human sympathy about him, and was inda^;eni to 
the fiktdts which the poor coloured sinners fell into from 
never having known better. He tried to make Ohristians 
of tliem. They were willing to be baptised as often as he 
liked for a glass of brandy. But he was not very angry 
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when he found that the Christianity went no deeper. Moral 
virtues, lie concluded charitably, could no more be expected 
<Hrt of a Carib than reason and good Bense oat of a woman* 

At Bosean, the capital, h ej ell in with the then queen of 
Dominica, a Madame Ouvern^rd, a Carib of pure blood, 
who in her time of youthen 1 beauty had been the mis- 
tress of an English governor ol bt. Kitts. When Labat 
■aw her ahe was a honored years old with a £unily of 
ehildren and grandchildren. She was a grand old ladyT? 
nndothed almost abeolnFelyT bent donble, bo that onder 
ordinary circnmBtances notlTmg of her face tuuld he seen^i 
Labat, however, presented heTwith a c()ui)le of bottles iJT^ 
eaa de vie, nnder the infl nence of which ahe lifted ap to 
him a pair of still hrilfiant eyes and a fair monthfol of 
teeth. They did very well tof^ether, and on piu ting they 
exchanged presents in Homeric fashion, she loading him 
with baskets of fruit, he giving a box in return fall of pins 
and needles, kniTes and scissors. 

Labat was a student of languages before philology had 
l)ecome a science. He discovered from the language of the 
Caribs that they were North American Indians. They called 
themselyes Bawm^ which meant *come from over sea.*"! 
Thdr dialect was ahnost identical with what he had heard 
spoken in Florida. They were cannibals, but of a peculiar 
kind. Human fleph was not^eir ordinary food ; but tbeyl 
*■ boucanned ' or dried the limbs of distinguished enemies 
whom they had killed in battie , and handed them round to \ 
be gnawed at special festivals. They were a light-hearted, 

pleasant race, capital shots with hows and aiiowb, and ready 
to do anything he asked in r etorn for brandy. They kille 
a hammer shark for his amusement by diving under the 
monster and stabbing him ^v^tfl knives. As to their 1 
religion, they had no objectiorTto anything. But their real ' 
belief was in a sort of devil^^^J^ 

Soon after Labat's visit the French came in, drove the 

KS 
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Caribe into the monntamB, inkodnoed negro slsves, and an 

ordered form of society. Madame Ouvernard and her ciiui t 
went to their own place. Canes were planted, aini indij^'O 
and coffee. A cathedral wiis built at Eoscau, and parish 
ehnrches were scattered about the island. There were 
joonvents of nunB and hoaies of friars, and a fort at the 
I port with a garrison in it. The French might have been 
there till now had not w e tu rned them out some ninety 
years ago; English ente rpris e then setting in that direc- 
tion onder the impulse of Rodney's victories. I was my- 
self about to see the improvements which we had introduced 
into an acquisition which lEad cost us so dear. ' 

I was to be (lro])pe<l at lloseaii by the mail steamer 
from Barbadoes to St. Th orn h^ 'b, Ou our way we touched 
at St. Luoiai another once famous possession of ours. 
This island was once FrenHIjilso. Bodney took it in 1778. 
t It was the only one of the^A ntilles whieh was left to us in 
^ the reverses which followed the capitulation of Ymrk Town« 
It wa^ in the harl)our at Castries, the chief port, that 
Kodney collected the deet which Ibught and won the great 
batUe with the Count de Grasse. At the peace of Ver- 
sailles, St. Lucia was restored to France ; but wae retaken 
in 1796 by Sir Balph Abercrombie, and, like Dominica^ 
has ever since belonged to England. Tliis, too, is a beauti- 
ful mountainous island, twice as large as Barbadoeti, in 
which even at this late day we have Ruddonly diaeovered 
that we have an interest. The threatened Darien canal has 
awakened us to a sense tiiat we require a fortified coaling 
station in those quarters. St. Lncia has the greatest 
natural advanta^'cs for buch a pui'pose, and works are al- 
ready in progress there, and the long-deserted forts and 
barracks, which had been made over to snakes and liaards. 
are again to be occupied by Englidii troops. 

We sailed one evening from Barbadoes. In the grey of 
the ue£.t moruiug wtf were in the passage between St. 
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Lucia and St. ^^ncf nt just nnder thp 'Pitons/ which were^ 
•CMurin^' ^^Tiindly above us in^Jifi twilight. The Fikms arc . 
two ooniflAi moan tains riaing straight out of tha sea at the 
■cmthm €flDd of 8t Imeja Tone of tham 8,000 feet hi||^» 
the other a Um feet lower, sMmnetrieal in shape Kke migaT' 
loavea. and so 8t<*#»p as to l>«j ii^j^ussihlt.' to any on<' but a 
member of the Alpine Club. Tradition Bays that four 
English seamen, belonging to ^elfl eeL did once set out to 
elimb the loftier of the two. They were watched in their^ 
ascent throngh a telescoix . tyhe n halfway np one of then 
was seen to drop, whih' three went on ; a few hundred feet ^ 
higher a, second dropped, and aftti wards a third ; one 
had almost reached the s umm it, when he fell also. No") 
aecoont of what had befaBen them ever reaohed their ship. 
They were snppoeed to have been bilken hy the Cer ST) 
lance, the deadliest snake Jr^ St. Lucia and perhaps in 
the world, who had r< sented aiid punished tht ir intrusion 
into regions where they had no business, tiuch is the 
local legend, bom probably ont of the terror of a reptile 
which ie no legend at all, hat a living and very active 
reality. 

1 hf(fi ;j:one on d» ( k on }i» ariii;; we were, nnd .-aw 

the twin grey peaks high at)ove nte in the sky, the last stars 
glimmering over their tope andj^e waves wasliing against 
the hiaek preeipioee at their^b^. The night had been 
rou^ and a eonsideraUe sea was nmning, which changed, 
however, to an ahsolutr calm when we had passed the Pitons 
find wt re nnder the lee of the island. 1 could then oIkm i Vf 
the peculiar blue of the waterj^hicli I was told thati shonld 
Ihul al St Lncia and Dominica. I have seen the sea of 
v«ry beantifd eolonra in S4 vc ral parte of the world, but I 
never saw any whidi eqnalh d this. I do not know the csnseT? 
The dt'plh is very grt it even close to th#» shore. The 
islands are merely voKajiic mouutuimi with &iiles extremely 
steep. The coral insect has made anehoragea in the bays 
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aiul inlets, elsewhere you are out of soundings almost im- 
mediately. As to St. Lucia itself, if I had not seen Grenada, 
if I had not known what I was about to see in Bominiea, I 
should have thought it the most exquisite plaoe irtiieh nature 
had ever made, so perfect were the forms of the forest-clothed 
hills, the glens dividing them and the high mountaiii ranges 
ill the interior btill draped iii the white mist of morning. 
Here and there along the shore there were blight green 
Spots which meant cane fields. Sugar cane in these 
oonntries is always called for brevity can^, 

11 ere, as elsewhere, the^_population is almost entirely 
negro, forty tli<Hii>and hlacks aud a few hundred whites, 
the ratio altering every yearTo white disadvantage. The 
( old system has not» ho we verT disappeared as completely as 
in other places. There are]2fll white planters with larga 
estates, which are not encumbered as in Barbadoee. They 
are struggling along, discontented of course, but not wholly 
despondent. The chief complaint is the somewhat weary 
one of the lasiness of the blacks, who th^ say will work 
only when they please, and are never fiiUy awake except at 
dinner time. I do not know that they have a right to 
expect anything else from poor eix atures whom the law calls 
human, but who to them are only mechanical toolb, not so 
manageable as tools ought to be, with whom they have no 
aoqiuaintance and no human relations, whose wages are 
but twopence an hour and are diminished by fines at the 
arbitrary pleasure of the overseer. 

Life and hope and energy are the qualities most needed. 
When the troops return there will be a change, and spirit 
may be put into them again* Castries, the old French 
town, lies at the head of a deep inlet which runs in among 
the mountains like a fiord. This is to be the future 
coaUng station. Tlie mouth of the bay is narrow with a 
high projecting *• head ' on either side of it, and can be 
easily and cheaply fortified. There is little or no tide in 
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th«ie MM. There it depth of water snffidfiiii in the 

gr.atfr part of the harbour for line-oflnittle ships to anchor 
and turn, and the few coral >liualt» which would be in the 
wa) are beixig torn up witlT dredguog inachineiu Tba 
iaiiiid has borrowed aeTenty thoniiaiid pounds on QoYem- 
ment flecorily to prepare Iot the dignity which ftwaits il^ 
and for the pro8i>erity which in to follow. There waa real 
%uik ucintly si^m^ on, a Tai> aiul pc-rhiipa unexampled 
phenomenon in tlie Knglisli W est indiea. j 

Wehrou^tapakmgBideofawharftotakeincoaL ItwM 
ft strange scene ; ooeoa-nnt palSs growing incongmonsl j oa^ 
of coal Btores, and gorgeous flowering creeiiers elimbing over 
the workmen's shiHls. Vohmies^of smoke rose out of tht? 
dredgmg engine» and huvir ed o \er the town. \\\ had^ 
come bark to French costumeagain ; we had left the white 
dresses behind at Barbadoes, and the people at Castries 
were bright as parrots in cfmsons and bines and greens ; 
hut fine colours looked oddly out of place by the side of the 
griiny ifpitxluctiun of Enj.'hnid^^^ 

L went on shore and feiljij. ^^itli the engineer of the 
works, who kindly showed me his plans of the harbour, and 
explained what was to be done. He showed me also some 
beantifnl large InTalTes whieli^had Uh^q brought ap in the 
BCi-44X'i>» i>ut of the coral. Thev \\ mkw tu luw iuid new 
to him, tliough they may te^famiiiar enough lu more 
experienced naturnlists. Amonj|[ other curioaities he had a 
fer de lanoe, lately killed and preserved in spirits, a cal« 
tmledy reddish, {)owerfiil-looking brute, about four feei long 
and as thu k ;i3 a child's wiist^ Even wlun dead 1 looked 
at him re^jHcLfully, for hisj>ii< is fatal and the effect 
almost instantaneous. Hv^Js, fearless, and will not, like 
most snakes, get oat of yo ur wa y if he hears yon coming, 
bat leaves yon to get oat of hil^ He has a bad habit, too, 
of inking his walks at ni;:ht ; be prefent a path or a road 
to the grass, and jour hou-c or your garden to the forest ; 
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while if yoa step npcni bim yoa will nersr do it a^am. 
They hftTO introdneed the mongooee, who has cleared 

the PTiakcs out of Jamaica, to deal with him; but the 
mongoose knows the creature that he has to encounter, aod 
M yet has made little progrefls in eztizpatiiig him. 

St. Lucia is under the jurisdiotion of Barbadoes. It haa 
no goyemor of its own, but only an administrator indif- 
ferently paid. The elective principle luis not yet been 
introduced into the legislature, and perhaps will not be 
introduced since we have discovered the ieiaud to be of 
consequence to nB» unless as part of some general oonfedeni- 
tion. The present administrator — ^Ifr. Laborde, a gentle- 
man, 1 suppose, of French descent — is an elderly official, 
and resides in the old quarters of the general of the forces, 
90U feet above the sea. He has large responsibihties, and, 
having had large e^erience also, seems folly equal to the 
duties whieh attach to him. He cannot haye the aatfaori^ 
of a complete governor, or undertake independ^t enters 
prises for the benetit of the island, as a Kajaii lirooke might 
do, but he walks steadily on in the hues assigned to him. 
St. Lucia is better off in this reepeot than most of the 
Antilles, and may revive ^haps into something Eke 
prosperity when the coaling station is finished and under 
the command of some eminent engineer officer. 

Mr. Laborde had invited us to lunch with him. lioihed 
were waiting for us, and we rode up the old winding track 
which led from the town to the barracks. The heat below 
was oppressive, but the aur cooled as we rose. The road ia 
so steep that resting places had been provided at intervals^ 
where the soldiers could recover bieath or shelter them- 
eelves from the tropical cataracts of rain which iail without 
notioe, as if the string had been pulled of some celestial 
shower bath. The trees branched thiekly over it, maJdng 
an impmetrable shade, till we merged on the plateau ai 
the to^, where we weie on compaiaiively level ground, with 
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i]i< liariiour iiiiniodiatdy at our fttjl. The Bitoation haJ' 
been cho^ji'ii by the i^'itjuch wh^n St. Lucia waa theirs. 
Tbe general's house, now MfTLaborde's re6ideiioe> is a long % 
mrj Imilcliiig wilh a deep eolonnade, the drawing and dining 
fooms oeenpying the entire fieadih of the groand floor, wHh 
doors and windows on both si^ for coolness and air. The 
Wt^U rii frulit ovtjrlooked the si h. Behinil wi re \vooil« d liills, 
grc'un Talleys, a mountain range in the baok^n-ound» and the 
Pitona blue in the distance. XTwe were before our time, 
Iff. Labofde walked me oat tod the old barraeke, maga- 
linee, and water tanks. They looked neglected end dilapi* 
dated, the sii^s of deeiiv 1h [);u tly hid Ity the creepers 
with which the waJis were overgrown. The soldieii*' ^uarteril 
were occupied for the time by a resident gentleman, who 
at t ended to the eesential repairs and prevented the nakei^ 
ten tiking possession as they were indined to do. I forget 
how many of the fer de lance^ort he told me he had killed 
in llit' rooms siiut- hv had liviTTTii tljjrmj 

in the war time we had maintained a large establish* 
meat in Bt. Lueia ; with whatconseqiiiences to the health 
of the troops I ooold not eloarl^joake oat. One infonnant**T 
told me that they had died like flies of yellow fever, and 
that the tields adininin^^ ^vre m full <>f luxiit h us t)io 
Brompton eeuittery ; aiiutherHiat yelluw fever hu<l lit ver 
been known there or any dangoTous disorder; and that il 
we wanted a sanitary station'this was the spot for it. 
Many thousands of ponnds will have to be spent there 
before tlie troops can return ; but that is our way with the 
colonics— to clmnge our inmdH every ten yem©, to tlo and 
undo, and do again, according to parliamentary hiinumrSy 
while John Boll pays the lall patiently for his own ir» 
rcMwIwtioni 

The fortress, ones very strong, is now In rainSy but, I 

hUi)j»n.-( , uiil U; r< i>aii\ki aiid rcaiui* (I nuK art to truht 

to U20 iatiiuiee, who an* sapposed to have ctitabiuhed a 
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Pax J>ei in iheae waters and mil permit no aggreasiTe ae* 

tion there either by us or against ns. We walked round 
the walls ; we saw the hill a mile off from which Aber- 
crombie had battered out the ^'rench» having dragged hia 
guns through a roadlesB forest to a spot to which there 
seemed no access except on wings. The word ' impoooible * 
was not known in those days. What Englishmen did otnee 
they may do acrain perhaps if stormy days cOfcne back* 
The ruins themselves were silently impressive. One could 
hear the note of the old hugles as they sounded the reveille 
and the roaring of the feu, de joie when the shattered 
prizes were brought in from the French fleet. The signa 
of what once had been were still visible in the parade 
ground, in the large mangoes which the soldiertj bad planted, 
in the English grass which they had introduced and on 
which cattle were now graadng, Iherewa8acIumpofgiiavafl» 
hitherto only known to me in preserves. I gathered a 
hloBSom as a remembrance, white like a large myrtle 
flower, Init heavily scented — too heavily, with an odour of 
death about it. 

Mr. Laborde's conversation was instouctive. His enter- 
tainment of us was all which our acquired West Indian 
fiwtidioustt6B8 could desire. The inevitable dgars followed^ 
and Mr. L. gave me a beating at billiards. There were 
some Uvely young ladies in the paity, and two or three of 
the ship's officers. The young ones played lawn tennis, 
and we old ones looked on and wished the years off our 
shoulders. So passed the day. The sun was setting when 
we mouutt vl to ride down. So short is the twilight in these 
latitudes, that it was dark night when we reached the town,, 
and we required the light of the stars to ilnd our boat. 

When the coaling process was finished, the ship had been 
washed down in our absence and was anchored off beyond the 
reach of the dirt ; but the ports were shut ; the windsails had 
been taken down ; the air in the cabins was stifling ; so I 
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8^yed on deck till midnigiit with a clever young Americauj 
who was among our feUow-passengm, talking of many 
UiiiigB* He was ardent^ eonfident^ self-asseriing, but not 

disagreeably either one or the other. It was rather a 
pleasuie to hear a man speak in these flabby uncertain 
fidays as if he were sure of anything, and I had to notice 
''agim, as I had often noticed before* how well infonned 
easnal American travellerB are on public afibirs, and bow 
Sfcjiibibly they can talk of thcni. He bad becii uiuch in the 
West Indies, and seemed to know them well. He said that 
all the whites in the islands wished at the bottom of their 
hearts to be taken into the t^on ; but the Union Goyem* 
ment was too wise to meddle with them. The trade wonld 
fall to America of itself. responsibility and trouble 

might remain where it was. I asked him about the 
Canadian fishery dispute. ^ thought it would settle it- 
self in time, and that nothing serious would come of it« 
* The "Washington Cabinet had been a little hard on Enj::- 
land,* he admitted ; * but it was aix of one and half a dozen 
of the other.' * Honours were easy ; neither party could 
soore.' ' We had been equally hard on them about Alaska.* 
He was less satisfied about Ireland. The telegraph had 
brought the news of Mr. ^schen's defeat at Liverpool, 
and Home Bale, which had ^seemed to have been disposed 
o4 was again within the rwge of probabihties. He was 
watching with pitjying amusement, like most of his country- 
men, the wealmesB of wiH with which England allowed 
berself to be worried by SO contemptible a busiii< , hut he 
did seem to fear, and I have heard others of his country-* 
men say the same, that if we let it go on much longer the 
Americans may become involved in the thing one wsy or 
another, and trouble may rise about it between the two 
countries. 

We weighed; nnd I went to bed and to sleep, and so 
missed Pigeon Island, where Rodney's fleet lay befiwe the 
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action, and the rock from which, through his telescope, be 
watched De Grasse come out of Martinique, and gave his 
own signal to chase. We rolled as usual between the 
islandfl. At daylight we were again in shelter under 
Martiniqiie» and again in dasaie regions ; for dose to xm 
was Diamond Rook — once his Majesty's ship 'Diamond/ 
commissioiiLii with crew and officers — one of those curious 
true incidents, out of which a l^end might have grown in 
other times, that ship and mariners had been tnmed to 
stone. The roek, a lonely pyramid six hundred feet high, 
dommanded the entrance to Port Boyal in Martinique. 
Lord Howe took possession of it, sent guns up in slings to 
the top, and left a midsliipman with a handful of men in 
charge. The gallant little fellow held his fortress for 
several months, peppered away at the French, and sent 
three of their ships of war to the bottom. He was blockaded 
at last by an overwhelming force. No relief could be spared 
for him. Escape was impossible, as he had not so much 
afi a boat, and he capitulated to famine. 

We stayed two honrs nnder Martinique. I did not land. 
It has been for oentnries a special object of care on the part 
of the French GoTemment. It is well looked after, and, 
considering the times, prusperous. It has a line garrison, 
and a dockyard well furnished, with frigates in the harbours 
ready for action should occasion arise. I should infer from 
what I heard that in the event of war breaking out between 
En^nd and France, Martinique, in tiie present state of 
preparation on both sides, might take possession of the rest 
of the Antilles with little diflRcnlty. Tln-ee Limes we took 
it, and we gave it back again. In turn, it may one day, 
perhaps, take us, and the Bnglish of the West Indies 
become a traditicm like the buccaneers. 

The mountains of Dominica are fiill in si^ from 
Martinique. The channel which boparates them is but 
thirty miles across, and the view of Dommica as you 
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approaoh it is extremely grand. Grenada, St. Yineent, 

St. Lucia, Mai Unique are all volcanic, with lofty peaks and 
ridges ; but Dominica was at the centre of the force which 
lifted the AntiUes oat oC the ooeaa, and the features which 
are oommon to all are there in a magnified fSonn. The 
mountains range from four to five thousand feet in height. 
Mount Diablot, the highest of them, rises to between five 
and six thousand feet. The mountaius being the tallest io^ 
all the group, the rains ar ^ihp the most ^ent, and the 
ravines torn ont hy the torrents are the wildest and most 
magnificent. The volcanic'ltorcsp are still active there. 
The]^e are bulphur springs and boiling water foontaius, and I 
in a central crater there is flEoiling lake. There are strange 
cceatnree there besides ; ^^^^\^jsifilSu6& — Charmless, hut n^j^ 
to look at ; the diablot — from whieh the mountun takes its 
p.anie — a {^reat bird, black ^jis__cliarc()al, half raven, half ^ 
parrot, which nests in holes m Ih e ground as pulhns do^ 
spends all the day in them, and flies down to the sea at 
ni|^t to fish for its food. There were onoe great nmnbers 
of these creatures, and it was a favourite amusement to i 
hunt and drag them out of thelFhiding places. Labat says I 
that they were excellent eatmgT' They are confined now in 
reduced numbers to the inaecoisible crags about the peak 
which bears Uieir namej. 

Martinique has twu line harbours. Dominica has non'eT 
At the north end of the is a bay, named after 

Prince Bnpert, where there is shelter from all winds but 
the south, hat neither tfieire' nor anywhere is there an 
anchorage which can be*^pended upon in dangerous 
weather. ^ 

Boseau, the principal or only town, stands midway 
along the western shore. The roadstead is open, but as 
the prevailing winds are from the east the island itself 
forms a breakwater. Except on the rarest occasions there 
is neither surf nor swell there. The land shelves q£[ 
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mpidly, and a gonahot from sfaoie no cable oan find fhe 

bottom, but there is an anchorage in front of the town, 
and coftRting sinacks, Amt i ican schooners, passing; steamers 
bring up close under the rocks oi: alongside of the jetties 
irhioh are baiit out from the beach upon pOes. 

The dtoation of Boseau is exoeedingjiy beaatiloL The 
eea is, if possible, a deeper aznre even than at St. Lneia ; the 
air more transparent ; the forests of a lovelier green than I 
ever saw in any other country. Even the rain, which fails in 

Each abundance, falls often out of a clear slgr as if not to inteir- 
upt the sunshine, and a rainbow almost perpetually hangs 
lis arch over the island. Boseau itself stands on a shallow 
promontory. A long terrace of tolerable-looking liouses 
faces the landing place. At right angles to the terrace, 
straight streets strike backwards at intervals, palms and 
bananas breaJdng the lines of root At a little distaneev 
you see the towers of the old French Catholic cathedral, 
a smaller but not ungraceful-looking Anglican church, and 
to the right a fort, or the ruins of one, now used as a police 
barrack, over which flies the EngliBh liag as the symbol of 
our titular dominion. Beyond the fort is a public garden 
with pretty trees in it along the brow of a precipitous diff, 
at the foot of which, when we landed, lay at anchor a 
couple of smart Yankee scliooners and half a dozen coast- 
ing cutters, while rounding inwards behind was a long 
shallow bay dotted over with the sails of fishing boats. 
White negro villages gleamed among the palms along the 
shore, and wooded mountains rose inmiediately above 
them. It seemed an attractive, innocent, sunny sort of 
place, vt ry i>leasant to spend a few days in, if the inner side 
of things corresponded to the appearance. To a looker-on 
at that calm scene it was not easy to realise the desperate 
battles which had been fought for the possession of it, the 
gallant Uves which had been laid down under the w^ls of 
thai crumbling castle. These ^h'ffg had echoed the xuar of 
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THE nOMINICAN CONSTITUTION 



1 i?i03''s guns on the day which saved the British Empire, 
-1 the island I was gazing at was England's Salamis. 
The organisation of the plac4i, too, seemed, so far as I 
-'''•lid gather from offioial books, to have been oaxefoily 
attended to. The ocmstitiition had been touched and 
'HT,>nched by the home authorities as if no pains could be 
tiKj ;4ieat to make it worthy of a spot so sacred. There is 
an administrator, which is a longer word than governor* 
There is an ezeeative council, a colonial secretary, an 
urtomey - general, an anditor- general, and other soeh 
* ^^(.iierals of ^r* ;it cliarj^e.' There is a legislative assembly 
Kii lour teen members, seven nominated by the Crown and 
Hcven elected by the people. And there are re venae officers 
and excise officers, inspectors of roads, and civil engineers, 
and school boards, and medical officers, and registrars, 
ami iiiiigistrates. Where would political perfection be 
found il not here with such elaborate machinery ? 

The reenlts of it all, in the official reports, seemed equally 
satis&ctoiry till yon looked closdj into them. Tbe tariff of 
articles on which duties were levkd, and the list of articles 
raised and exported, set^uiecrTTTshow that Dominica must 
l>e a beehive of industry antTproductiveness. The revenue, 



indeed, was a UtUe startling as the result of this army of 
offidala. Eighteen fhousaiffl^undB was the whole of it, 7 

not enough to pay their salaries. The population, too, on 
whose good government ^o'^uch thought had been ex- 
pended, was only 30,000 ; of these 80,000 only a hundred 
were English. The remaining whites, and those in scanty 
numbers, were Prench and Catholics. The soil was as rich 
as the richest in the world. The cultivation was growing 
annually less. The inspector of roads was likely to have an 
easy task, for except close to the town there were no roads 
at all on which anything with wheels could travel, the old 
roSidB made by the French having dropped into horse tracks, 
and the horse tracks into the beds of torrents. Why m an 



Digitized by Google 



144 THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

ialaod where the resources of modern staiesmanahip had 
been applied so kwiehly and wiih the kteet disooirarieB ia 
politioal eeieDoe, the effiBctj^i ould have so in eorresponded 
to the means employed, was a problem into which it would 
be curious to inquire^__^-^ 

The steamer set me down u£on the pier and want on 
nponite way. At the £nd ^"aj prtnight it wonld retam and 
piek me up again. Meanj^fi, I was to sake the beat ol 
my time. I had been wai^edJlMforehand that there was no 
hotel in Roseau whore an ^^ngjishman with a susceptible 
skin and palate could sur\ive more than a week ; and as I 
had two weeks to provide IbrTl was uncertain what to do 
with myeeH I was sparedjhe trial of the hoteki bj the 
liberality of her Majesty*s representatiTe in the octeiy. 
Captain Churchill, the administrator of the island, had heard 
that I was luniing there, and T was met on the landing 
stage by a message from him inviting me to be his goeet 
daring my stay. Two tall^E^dsome blaok girle eeiaed my 
bage, toeaed them on theiTCeads, and strode off with a ligH 
step in front of me, cutting jokes with their friends ; I 
following, and luy mind misgiving me that I was myself the 
obje(-t of their wit. 

I was anxious to see^Captain ChorohiU, for I had heard 
much of him. The warmest affection had been OKpgossod 
to him personally, and concern for the position in wliieli 
he was placid. Notwithstanding ' the hitt st (h'scovuries of 
political science,' the constitution was still imperfect. The 
administrator, to begin with, is allowed a salary of only 
6002. a year. That is no^ much for the chief of siidi an 
army of officials; and the hospitalities and social civiK- 
tiea which smooth the way in such situations are beyond 
his means. His busint ss is to preside at the council, where, 
the official and the elected members being equally balanced 
and almost invariably dividing one against the other, bis 
dnty is to give the casting vote. He cannot give it against 
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:i ul thu8 the machine ib contrived to create 
. • !• of friction, and to insure the highest 
« l>ularitj to the adnunisteUMr. His diaa- 
tlifBcnlt hecause the Enropesii denwni in 
. .-s it is at bestTTs more French tluui FmgHsii.^l 
1' -i.sttrhoodBTarei'rencii or i^'rencb-speaking, 
. ' :i.s is the language of the blaeks. Thej are^ 

- mtm Catholics, and to fhe French they l ook 

- m\\ k'aders. England hae done nottiing, abso- / 
• to introduce her own civilisation; and thuii 
I- Kngiisii only in name. Should war come, a ' 

i f si>ldier8 from Martinique would suffice to re- 
. Not a black in ffieT^Siole island ironld draw a ' 
" i:i defence of Engli^ rathority, and, except the 
» not half a (TozerTEuropeans. The adminis- ^ 

do nothing to i mprove this state of things. He 
iHior to open QoTemment Honse to the Bosean shop- ] 
> • ' H and to bid fo soci al pcy nlari^. His is no esu^ 
:•)< H ud and ont unnoticed, and flits about fike a bat in 7 
• ruili^ht. He can do no ^;oo(l, and from the nature of 
^-\'stcm on the constru cti^^p T which so much care was 
•« nded, no one else can do any good« The wiailnintn of 
«pc nse, the minimnm of benefit to 0ie island, is all that 
ftome of it. 

^feaiiwiiile the island drifts aloni,', vwibfjut credit to 
ii.irrow money and therefore escaping bankruptcy. The 
ilacks Uiere, as everywhere, are happy with their yams and 
coeoa nnts and land erabs* They desire nothing better*^ 
Tlian they have, and do not ii^ghie that they hare any 
rulers unless agitated by the elected members. These 
gentlemen would hke the o&cial situations for themselvcH j 
as in Trinidad, and th^^ooMsionally attempt a sthr with 
partial aassoso ; otherwis^lEeidand goes on in a state of 
torpid content. Captain Chioehfll, qniet and geoiienianlike, 
^ives no personal ofiienee, E^popularity he cannot hox>e 
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for, having no means of recommending himself. The only 
really powerful Europeans are the Cathulic bishop and 
the priests and sisterhoods. They are looked up to with 
genuine reepeet. They are lei^iiig the harveet of the kng 
and honoorable effarts of the Frenoh dergy in all their 
"VYest Indian possessions to make the blacks into Catholic 
Christians. In the Christian part of it they have suc- 
ceeded but moderately ; but such rehgion as exists in the 
island is mainly what they have introdueed and taaf^t^ 
and they hare a distinet inflnenoe which m onraelTes haie- 
not tried to rival. 

But we have been too long toiling up the paved road to 
Captain Churchill's house. My girl-porter guides led me 
past iheliirty where they exofiimged shots with the lonngmg 
bladk polioe, past the English chnreh, whioli stood buried 
in trees, the churchyard ^j)rettily planted with tropical 
flowers. The sun was dazzling, the heat was intense, and 
the path which led throughltTif not apparently mooh used^ 
looked shady and oooL. 

A few more steps brought us to the gateof the Bondsnee, 
where Captain Churchill had his quarters in the absence of 
the Gk)vernor-in-Chief of the Leeward Islands, whose viaite 
were few and brieL In the event of the Governor's aniwil 
he removed to a oottage in the hills. The house waa hand- 
some, the gardens weDfTept ; a broad walk led up to the 
door, a hedge of lime trees closely dipt on one side of it, on 
the other a lawn with ^oj^nge trees, oleanders, and hibiscus, 
palma of all varietiss andjdmond trses, whioh in Domhuea 
grow into giants, their bcqgd leaves turning erimson hdan 
they fidl like the Yirginia oreeper. We reached the 
entrance of the house by^^de stone steps, where countless 
lizards were lazily basking, Through the bars of the 
railings on eaoli side of ^bem thoe were intertwined ths- 
runners the largest and most powerfully soented stepha* 
nolis wliish I have ever seen. Captain Churchill (one of 
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the Marlborough Ohorchills) received me with more than 
cordiality. Society is not abundant in his Barataria, and 
pediaps as eoming from En^aad I ivM wdoome to him in^ 
bis mUtnde. ESs wife, an snpliah ereole— that is, of pore 
English blood, but born in tSe island — was as hospitable as 
her husband. They woulcTnot let me feel that I was a 
stEMiger, and set me at m^easein amoment withawannth 
whidi was evidently nnassamed. Oaptain C. was lame, 
having hurt his foot. In a day or two he hoped to be able 
to mount his horse again, when we were to ride together 
and see the curiosities. Meanwhile, he talked sorrowfully 
enough of his own situation and the general helplessness of 
it* A man whose feet are ehained and whose hands are in 
manaeles is not to be found fault with if he eannot use 
either. He is not intended to use either. The duty of an 
administrator of Dominica, it appears, is to sit still and do 
nothing, and to watoh the flickering in the socket of the 
last remains of En^^idi influence and authority. Individu- 
aUy he was on good terms with everyone, w ith the Gatholio 
bishop especially, who, to his regret and mine, was absent 
at the time of my visit. 

Hia establishment was remarkable ; it consisted of two 
blaek ghrb — a oook and a parlourmaid — ^who *did every* 
thing,' and ' everything,' I am bound to say, was done welt 
enough to please the most fastidious nicety. The cook- 
ing was excellent. The rooms, which were handsomely 
fumiBiiedy were kept as well and in as good order as in 
the Ohurdhills* ancestral palace at Blenheim. Dmninioa 
has a bad name for vermin. I had been threatened with 
centipedes and scorpions in my bedroom. I had been 
warned tiiere, as everywhere in the West Indies, never 
to walk across a floor with bare foot, lest a land crab 
should lay hdd of my toe or a jigger should bite a hole 
ill it, lay its eggs there, and bring me into the hands 
of the surgeon, ^ever while I was Captain C.'s guest 

&s 
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did I see eithar cuitipede, (^r scorpion, or jiggCT, or auy 
other undean beaat in any room of which these girls bad 
charge* £veamo8qiiitoeBdidnottroiib]«m6,aoflkilfiiIlyand 
carefolly fhey amuiged the curtains. They were drooood m 
the fiMhion of the French idande, aomethiTig like the Ifborah 
slaves wluiui one sees in pictures of Eastern palaces. They 
Hitted al>oui silent on their shoeless feet, never stumbled, 
or upeet chairs or platee or dishes, bat waited noiseleeBly 
like a pair of eiyes^ and were always in their place when 
wanted. One had heard mnch of the idleness and care- 
lessness of iu'<^ro servants. *Tn no part of tlie globe have 
I ever seen huLi;-.eliold ^vork done so well by two pairs of 
lands. Of their morals I Jmow nothing. It is usimlly 
(^said that negro girls havcnione. Theu appeared to me to 
^ be perfectly modest and i Socent> ) I asked in wonder what 
wages were paid to these black fairies, believing that at no 
price at all couiJ lin; match of tlieni be found in England. 
I was informed that they had three shillings a week each, and 
* found themselves/ Le. found their own food and dothee. 
And this was aboye the nanal rate, as Government Hooae 
was expected to be liberal. The scale of wages may have 
something to do with the difficulty oi uLlahnng labour in the 
West Indies. I could easily believe the truth of what I had 
been often told, that free labour is more economical to the 
employer than slave labour. 

The views from the drawing-room windows were enchant- 
ingl>' beautiful. It is not the form only in these West Indian 
landscapes, or the colour only, but form and colour seen 
through an atmosphere of very peculiar transparenoy. On 
one side we looked up a mountain gorge» the slopes covered 
with forest; a bold lofty crag standing out from them 
brown and bare, and the mountain ridge behind half buried 
in mist. From the other window we had the Botanicai 
Gardens, the bay beyond the!n darkling in the sunshine, 

and on the farther side of it, a fow miles off, an island for* 
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tress which the Marquis de BouiI16, of Bevolution notorietiyy 

(took from the English in l^M- The sea stretched oat bloe 
and lovely under the fringe of sa nd, box trees, and almonds 

wliich grew along: the edge of the cliff. The air was per- \ 
fumed by white acicia flowersjweeter than orange blossom. 

Captain G. limped down \ ith me into the gardens fora I 
foller look at the scene. Dusky fishermen were busy with 
their nets catching things like herrings, which come in \ 
daily to tlu; sijuio to escapeTlie monsters wliicli prey upon ' 
them. Canoi H on the old Carii^ pattern were slipping along 
ontaidey trailing lines for^^ingfish and bonitoe. Others 
were setting baskets, like enorm ous bbster pots or hoop v 
nets — such as we use to cateh tench in English ponds— ^ 
lliLse, too, a legacy from th« daribs, made of strong tough 
eane. At tl^ie foot of the cE^' were the smart American 
sehooners which I had seen on landing — ^broad-beamed, 
flhsllow, low in the water with heavy spars, which brinfi: 
Yankee * notions * to tlie islands, and carry back to New ] 
York bananas and limes and piueappleB. There they 
were, models of Tom Cringle's 'Wave/ airy as English 
jachtsy and equal to anythin g from a smng^ing omise to iT^ 
race for a cnp. I coold haye gazed for ever, so beautiful, so 
new, so like a dream it was, had I not been brought bacR J 
swiftly to proiie and reality, buddeiily out of a clear sky, 
without notice and withou Tpro vocation, first a few drops of 
rain fell, and then a deluge which set the gutters running. 
We had to scuttle home under our umbrellas. I was told, 
and I discovered afterwards by fuller e3q)erience, that 
ihib was the way in Domnuca, and that if 1 went out any- 
where I must be prepared for it. In our retreat wo 
ettoo«mtered a distinguished^loddng abbd with a collar 
and a gold cross, who bowed to my companion. I would 
gladly have been introduced to lum, but neither he nor 
we had leisure for courtesies in the torrent which was falling 
upon as« 
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CHAFTEB XI. 

Curiosities in Dominica — Ni^ht" in the tropics — Englisli and Catholic 
chnrches— ■ market place at Ro<?^ftn— Fishing extraordinary —A 
storm — DominicaQ boatmen — Moruiug walks — Effects of the Leeward 
Tfriaiwlf OolkMttitiOift — Ah Mteto ooltiTttofl ttt l( (Mttdit io bt-^A moiDi- 
tein rUe^LMTS IStut Wiwfl ItofliwttiHiiL 

Tbebm was mnoh to be seen in Dominica of the sort which 
iraTeUers go in search of. There iros the hot ralikhor 
fqiring in the monntains; there was the hot lake; there 

was another volcanic crater, a hollow in the centre of tho 
island now filled with water and surrounded with forest; 
there were the Oaribs, some thirty famijyies of them Uving 
among thickets, throogh which paths mnat be cut befoM 
we oonld reach them. We cooM nndertake nothing tifl 
Captain C. conld ride again. Distant expeditions can 
only he attiJiiipted on lioibeB. They are hrod to the work. 
They climb like cats, and step out safely where a fall or a 
twisted ankle would be the probable oonseqnenee ol ai^ 
tempting to go on foot Meanwhile, Boeeaa itself was to 
be seen and the immediate nei^bourhood, and this I could 
manage for myself. 

My first night was disturbed by unfamiliar noises and 
fltrange Imftg'"^*'^^ I eeoaped mosquitoes through the 
care of the black furies. But mosquito eurtaina will not 
keep out sounds, and when the fireflies had put out their 
lights there began the singular chorus of troincal midnight. 
Frogs, lizards, bats, croaked, sang, and hissed with no in- 
termission, earelees whether they were in discord or har- 
mony. The palm hranofaes outside my window swayed in 
the land breeise, and the dry branches rustled crisply as if 
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they were plates of silver. At intervals came cataracts of 
rain, and above all the rest the deep boom of the cathedral 
beUioUingmiilhehocinlikefMao^ TIm 
Oilholie dergy had bnmi^i the helb idikh them as they 



^rhieh fhe kbnd had beeg^owrs ? Towarde Tiioming I 
heard the tinkle of the hell of the eonvent adjoining flie 



hot nights do not imply^n early dawn. The darkness 
lingers late, sleep comes at last and drowns oar iancies in 
i r w tf ttUiih if ii w. 

The Bwimmmg bath mi immediately nnder my mm* 
I v en tnie d into it with some trepidation. The basement 

story in most West Indian liuuses ib optii, to allow the air 
bvQ pfissage under them. The space thus left vacant is 
need Ibr lumber and rabbiah, and,il eecwpionsor anakeeace 
in the neighboorhood^iB the plaee where one Tmrald look fov 
them. There the bath was. I had been advised to be 
eaitfiil. and as it was dark this wab iiot easy. The fear, 
liowever, was worse than the reaUty. Awkward encounters 
-do hiqvpen if one is long in these eomrtriee; hat they are 
vare, and seldom beftll the aeeidental visitor; and the 
plnn;]^e into fresh \vatti' is so dehcious that one is willing to 
risk I he chance. 

I wandered out as soon as the son was over the hoii< 
jKm. The ood of the moming ie the time to see the 
pe(^. The market girls were streaming into {be town with 
their baskets of vcgeUibles on their heads. The tishing 
boats were out again on the bay. Our Anglican church 
had its bell too as well as the cathedral. The door was open* 
and I went in and found a deoeni-looking deigyman pre- 
paring a floek of sewi or eight blaeksand mnlattoes for the 
<;ommunion. lie was taking them through their catechism, 
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exphuniiig very properly {bat reHgion meant doing one's 
duty, and that it was not t;nou*;h to profess particular 
opinions. Douuuica being Boman Catholic, and Boman 
jCatholios not generally appreciating or nnderstanding the 
lelaimB of Angliwfcne to the possession of ^e saeramenta, he 
Ipoanted out where the diflramice lay. He insisted that we 
had priests afl well as tlig^ wa lunl r-onfession ; we had 
ahsolution ; only our prie&ts^d not claim, afi the Cathoiics- 
did, a direot power in tiiei|ig^vee to forgive 8inB» Their 
office wiB to tell aumers thatjf they truly and sincerely re- 
pented and amended theii* ^es God would forgire them* 
What he 8aid was iil>s()]iitGly true; but I could not see in 
the dim faces of the catecjmjnens that the distinction was 
partieukurly inteUigihle to them. If they thooght at ail^ 
they probaUy reflected tiubTno divinely oonatitated 8iaooee» 
8or of the Apostles was needed to commmiicate a traiem 
which every sensible person was equally able and entitled 
to h 11 thom. Btill the go^^^amest man meant well, and I 
wished him more soocess in his mimnonary entetpriae than 
he was likely to find. 

From the Church of England to the great rival establish- 
ment was but a few minutes^walk. The cathedral was five 
times as large, at least, as the building which I had just 
left— old in age, old hi a^^wance» with the nsnal indif- 
ferent pictnrea or coloured prints, with the nanal deoovated 
\ altar, but otherwise sinipk^ and yenerable. There was no 
seryice going on, for it was a week-day; a few old men 
and women only were silently saying their prayers. On 
SnndayB I was told that jtjvaa overflowing. The negro 
morals are as emancipated^ Dominica as in the rest of 
the West Indies. Obeah is not forgotten; and along with 
the Catholic religion goes on an active belief in magic and 
witchcraft* Bat their reHgTon is not necessarily a sham 
to them; it was the saiAem Europe in the agee of ftatiu 
Even in enlightened Ifotestant ooontrieB people calling 
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^hemselyeB Chrisiiaiis believe that the spinta of the dead 

can be called up to amuse an evening party. The blacks 
in this respect are 110 worse than their white kinsmen. The 
priests have a genuine h uma n hold upon them; they 
itise the ehildren ; they commit the dead to the ceme- 
ery with the promifle of ii^ortality ; they are personaHy 
oved and respected ; and WEen a young couple marry, as 
they seldom but occasioually^o, it is to the priest that 
they apply to tie them toge ^en j 

^ From the cathedral I wandered through the streets of 
Booeau; they bad been welTlfud out; the streets them- 

BelvPF. ;aid the roads leading to them liuiii tlie country, had 
bf f 11 carefully paved, and spoke of a time when the town 
had been full of life and vigour. But the grass was grow- 
mg between the stones, and the houses generally were 
dSapidaied and dirty. A few massiTe stone bnildings there 
were, on wliich time and rain bad made no impression ; but 
these probably were all Freneh — built long ago, perhaps in 
the days of Labat and Madame OnTemard. The En^h 
band bad strock the island with paralysiB. The British 
flafir was flying over the fort, but for once I bad no pride in 
lo(>king at it. The fort itself was falling to pieces, like the 
fort at Grenada. The stones on the slope on which it stands 
had ran with the blood which we spilt in the winning of it. 
Bominiea had then been regarded as the ohoicest jewel in 
the neeklaee of the Antilles. For the last balfHsentory we 
have k ft it to desolation, as a child leaves a toy that it is 
tired of. 

In Bosean, as in most other towns, the most interesting 
spot is the market. There yon see the piodace of the soO ; 
there yon see the people that produce it ,* and you see them, 
not on show, as in church on Sundays, but in tlu ir ai'tive 
working condition. The market place at Boseau is a large 
sqiiace court dose to the sea^ well paved, soiroonded by ware- 
houses, and luzniiantly shaded by large overhanging trees. 
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Under thoae ireee «m htmdieds of Uaok ivom«i» young 

and old, with their fiBh and fowls, and fruit and bread, their 
yams and sweet ix^tatoes, their oranr^es and limes and 
plantains. They had walked in from the couuiry ^ve or 
ten milee before snniiBe mth.theix loaded baakete on their 
beade. They wooM walk back at nig^i with flour or aalt 
fish, or oil, or whatever fhey happened to want. I did not 
eee a siiif^le sullen face a mon g tliem. Their figures were 
unconscious of lacing, and their feet of the monstrosities * 
which we call shoes. 'fFiey moved with the lightness 
«nd elftstieitj of leopar I s /^thought that I had never seen 
in any drawing rocmTin London so many perfeetly graeefdl 
forme. They could iToTmend their faces, but even in some 
of these there Nvas a swarthy beauty. The hau* was hope- 
Im&f and they knew it, but ^ey torn the defect into an 
ornament by the cdoore^handkerchief which they twist 
about their heads, leaving^^ ends flowing. Theyehatteted 
like jackdaws abont a chur^ tower. Two or three of the 
best looking, seeing that I admired them a little, used their 
eyes and made some laughing remarks. They spoke in their 
French jNitou, dipfiing off the flrst and last syllables of the 
words. I bnt half understood them, and ooold not retam 
their shots. I can only sa^ that if their habits were as 
loose as white people say tlis^v are, I did nut see a single 
licentious expression either in face or manner. They seemed 
to me lighthearted, merry, innocent young women, as free 
from any thoa^^ of evil as the peasant girls in Brittany. 

Two middle-aged dames^ were in a state of vident 
excitement about some subject on which they differed in 
opinion. A ring gathered abi>ut them, and they declaimed 
At one another with iiery vqlj}^ty. It did not go beyond 
words ; but both were natural orators, throwing their heads 
baek» mving their arms, hmbs and cheat qnivering witii 
amotion. There was no ^nional abnse, or disporitioii to 
claw each other. On botli sides it was a rhetoiiciU out- 
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pouring of emotional argumcint . One of them, a tall pure 
blood negress, black as if she had j ust landed from Guinea, 
begui 9X last to get the best of it. Her g^tieuliitions be- 
esmamore impotiiig. She d>Q^ her finger* AffmiefthiaT} 
aha aaid, and mamAu thai, ^jhe bore her antagonist down 
and sent her flying. The audience then melted away, and 
1 left the conqueror standing alone sli<K)ting a last volley at 
iha retreating enemy and majgg passionate appeals to tha 
vaiwse. Tha salgeot of tb ediag ossioii waa ft euzimia qae. 
It was on the merits of race. The defeated champion had i 
% taint of white hlood in her. The hlaek woman insisted 
thathhu^ks were of pure broed, and wbitofi wore of pure breed, 1 
Mulattoes were mongrels, not creatures of God at all, but * 
creatorea of human wickednessT^I do not suppose that the ^ 
midatto was eonTineed, hut aCTIiccepted her defeat The 
eonqnevor, it was qoite dear, wag^tisfied that she had the 
best of the discussion, and that the hewers were of the 
same opinion. 

From the market 1 stepped l>ark u)>on the quay, where 
I had the lock to witneei a nov Jj orm of fishing, the most 
angular that I have ever fidlen in with. I have mentioned 
the herring-sised white fish wEi^ come in npon the shore 

of the islaixl. Tliev travel, as most small iish do, in 
enormous shoals, and keep, I^su^pose, in the ahalluw waters 
to aToid the kingfish and bonitos^who are good jnd^^'es in 
their way, and find these sma^ ereatnres eiceptionally 
oieeUent. The wooden pier ran ont perhaps a hondred 
and fifty feet into the sea. Ifwiw a platform standing on 
piles, with ojK ninj:^ in several phues from which stairs Ie<l 
down to landing stages. Thejlopth at the extremity was~7 
about five fathoms. There is litt le or no tide, the difierenee 
between high water and lowlbebg not more than a eoople 
of leet. Looking down IB e^rta ireases, I saw among the 
piles in tlie hrilliuntly clearjvater mmumhered tlmusands 
of the hsh which 1 have descriUnl. The fishermen had 
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earri«cl a long net rcnmd the platftma from shore to thore^ 

coiuplotely inclosing it. The fish were shut in, and liad no 
means of escape except at the shore end, where boyss were 
busy dnving them back with stones ; but how the net was 
to be drawn among the piles, or what was to be done neit^ 
I was enrioiis to learn. I was not left long to conjecture. 
A circular bag net was produced, made of fine strong^ thread, 
coloured a light green, and abuost invisible in the sea. 
When it was spread, one side could be left open and could be 
dosed at will by a ronning line from above. This net was 
let carefully down between the piles, and was immediately 
swollen out by the current which runs along the coast into 
a deep bay. Two young blacks then dived ; one saw them 
swimming about under water like sharks, hunting the fish 
befbre them as a dog would hunt a flock of sheep* Their 
(•om|);inions, who were watching from the platform, waited 
lili they saw m many driven mto the purse of the inner net 
as they oould trust the meshes to bear the weight of. The 
cord was then drawn. The net was closed. Net and all 
that it contained were hoisted into a boat, carried ashore and 
emptied. The net itself was then brought back and spread 
again for a fresh haul. In this way I saw as many fish 
caught as would have filled a large cart. The contrivance, 
I believe, is one more inheritance from the Oaribs, whom 
Labat describes as doing something of a similar kind. 

Another small incident happened a day or two after, 
which showed the capital stuff of which the JJoiuinicau 
boatmen and fishermen are made. They build their own 
vessels large and small, and saQ them themsehres, not 
afraid of the wildest weather, and doing the local trade 

with ^[artiiiique and (iuadaloupe. Fuui- of these smacks, 
cutter-rigged, from ten to twenty tons burden, I had seen 
lying afc anchor one eveniug with an American schooner 
under the gardens. In the nigjit, the off-shore wind rose 
into one of those short violent tropical storms whii^ if 
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they lasted longer would be called hurricanes, bat In these 7 

winter months are soon overr It came on at midnight, and 
lasted fur two hours. Tlie noise woke me, for the house 
shook, aud the roar was like Niagara. It was too dark, ~^ 
howevert to see anything. It dird away at last, and I slept 
till daybreak. My first t hohght on waking was for Se) 
smacks and the schoone r. H ad they sunk at theii* 
moorings ? Had they broken loose, or what had become" 
of them ? I got up and w ent dow n to the olift to see. The 
damage to the trees had be en lesat han I expected. A lew~y 
torn branches lay on the lawn^and the leaves were cairt 
aboui, i>ui ilie anchorage was empty. Every vessel of 




every sort aud size was gon e. Th ere was still a moderate 
gale blowing. As the wind was o ff'shore the sea was^ 
tolflrably smooth for a nule or two, but ontside the wayes 
were breaking yiolently, and t&e foam sends were whirling 

oflf tlieir crests. The schooner was about four miles 
beating back under storm canvas, making good weather of 
it and promising in a tack o r two t o recover the mooring s. 
Ibe smacks, being less powerful vessele, had been driv^^ 7 
further out to sea. Three oTtbesm I saw labouring heavily 
in the offing. The fourth I'lHought at fir8t liad disap^^ 
peared altogether, but finally 1 mad e out a white speck on 
the horiaon which I supposed to be ttie missing cutter. One~^ 
of the first three presently dropped away to leeward, and 
I lost sight of her. The re st Inade their way back in good ^ 
time. Towards the afternoon wlien the wind liad gone 
down the two that remained c ^e Jp after them, aud before 
ni^ they were ail in their places a fftin. I 

Hie gale had stmck them at about midni^t. Tlieir 
cables lia<l parted, and they Tiad been blown away to sea. 
The crews of the scliuoner and of three of the cutters » 
were all on board. They goTSbleir vessels under command, 
•»! l»d been in no <»k»8 In the fourth thm 

was no one but a amail b&ek boy of the ialaiid. He had 
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been asleep, and woke to find hiniBelf driving before the 

wiucL In an hour or two he would have been beyond 
the shelter of the land, and m the high seas which then 
were running must have Beea. inevitably swamped. The 
I Itttle feUow oontriyed in the darkness no one eoold tdl 
how— to set a serap of his mainsail, get his staysail up, j 
and in this condiliim to H^^^iaJ to the wind. So handled, \ 
small cutters, it they have a deck over them, can ride out au i 
oidinaiy gale in tolerahlfsecurity. They drift* of oomse; 
in a hniiioane the only Ae{y is in yielding to it ; hot they 
make fur reeistaneey and fEe^Med is ohedted. The most 
practical seaman could have done no better than this boy. 
iiti had to wait for help in the morning. He was not 
strong enough to set his canvas properly, and work his- 
boat home. He woold have been driven out at last^ and a» 
he had neither food nor water would have been starved 
had he escaped (how niiit^. But his three consorts saw lum. 
They knew how it was, and one of them went back to his- 
assistance. 

I have known the fishing boys of the EngliBh Channel 

all my Ufe ; they are generally skilful, ready, and daring 
beyond their years ; but I never knew one lad not more 
than thirteen or fourteen years old who, if woke out of his 
sleep by a horricane in a dark night and alone, woold have 
understood so well what £odo, or have done it so effeeinally. 
There are plenty more of such black boys in Dominica, and 
they deserve a better fate Than to be sent drifting before 
constitutional whirlwinds back into barbarism, because we, 
on whom their late depen£^ace too ignorant or too oace- 
less to provide them with a tolerable govemm«Dt#J 

The kind Captain Churchill, finding himself tied to his 
chair, and wishing to givem^i every asaiBtance towards see- 
ing the island, had in vite<fa Creole gentleman from the othor 
side of it to stay a few daj(^«.pnth us. Mr. F— % man 
aiboat thirty, was one of the^rr sorrivorB finm among the 
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planters ; he had never bee n on t of the Wert Indies, but 
was a man of honesty and intelHgence, could use his eyes,, 
ftod form sound judgments o n subj ecta which immediat ely 
•ooeeriMd bim. I had rtndiod Boaeaa for mjMlf. Wi^ 
ICr. F— te a oompaiiioii, fmade aeqnaintaiioe with the 
en\irons. We started for our ^alks at daybreak, in the cooTof ^ 
the morning. We climbed cliffsTwel'ambled on the rich levels 
about the river, once richly culti vated , and even now the soiT^ 
is imniriant in negieet ; a few fi^efields still snrvive, hat raort 
of them are turned to other uses , and you pass wherever) 

you go the ruins of old mills, the massive foundations of 
ancient warehouses, huge h ewn ato nes built and mortaretTl 
well together, telling what on ce had been ; the mango trees, 
wfaioh the owners had plante d, wavin g green over the w recks 
of tiieir forgotten industry. ^_Buch indnslry as is now to be / 
found is, as elsewhere in general^the industry of the black y 
jTeasantry. It is the same as in Grenada : the whites, or ■ 
the English part of the m, hav e lost heart, and cease 1 
to struggle againrt the s Beam ^ A state of things mors ' 
hopelessly provoking was fiever Men. Skill and capital and \ 
labour have only to be brou ^it to bear together, and the / 
laud might be a Garden of Sden . All precious fruits, and 
pneioas q^iees, and gam s, and pl ants of rarest "WH^a' \ 
Tortnss will ipring and g few an d floorish for the asUng* | 
The limes are as large as lemons, and in the markets of the- f 
United Slates are considered tlie best in the world, j 

As to natural beauty, the West Indian Islands are like7 
Beott's novels, where we admire^most the one whioh we 
have read the last. Bat Comini ca bears the pafan away f 
from an of them. One m ornin g Mr. F— took me a 
walk up the Eoseau river, an ample stream even in w hat is 
called the dry season, witEHeep pools full of eels and mol- 
leL We entered aniong T he hiUs whieh were rising steep 
abovs ns. The vaOqr grew deeper, or rather there wm a 
of valleys, gorges dense with forest, which had been 
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torn out by the eataniots. The path mm like the mole tnwb 

of the Alps, cut in othet 3^ayo aioiijcj the sides of llie precipices 
with reuiuants of old conduits which buppUed water to the 
milia below>i Bieh oc(oro u3 a cacias beat over na. The 
fiowero, the trees, the birds, the inaeota, were a maae of 
perfome and loveiineeB. Occ agionally some yalley op^xMite 
the sun would he spanned Ity a rainljow at. the rays shone 
throuffh a morninc show^^t of the blue sky. We wan- 
I -dered on and oa^ wading Biropgh tiibatary brooks, stoppiqg 
' «very minate to examinft some new Cam or plant, peaaaat 
women and ehildren meekDg^ at intervals on their way 
into the town. There were trees to take shelter under 
when indisp(?nsal)le, whieh even the rain of Dominica could 
not penetrate. The levels at the bottom of the vaUeya and 
the lower slopes, where {Ee soil was &yonrable, were care- 
I lessly planted with limes whjch were in fiodl bearing. SmsO 
black boys and girls went about under the trees, gathering 
/ the large lemon -sli aped fi^uit^which lay on the ground thick 
I as apples in a West of England orchard. Here was all this 
profusion of nature, lastfiTbeyond all enunple, and the 
entorprisinR youth of England were neglecting a colony 
I which might yield them' wealth In vond the treasures of the 
old sogiur planters, goi^ to Florida, to Texas, to South 
America, taking their energy and their capital to the land of 
the foreigner, leaving Dmniniea, which might be the garden 
of the workl, a precious emerald set in the ring of thidr 
own Antilles, enriched^^t^ the sacred memories of glorious 
Engliah achievements, as if such a place had no existence. 
Dominica would snxzen^ herself to-momw with a li^^t 
heart to France, to America, to any country which would 
accept the charge of her destinies. Why should she care 
any more for England, which has so little care for her? 
Beauties conscious of their charms do not like to be so 
thrown aside. ISiere is no dislike to ns among tha hkMsks, 
they are indifferent, but eyen their indifoenoe would be 
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cbanged into loyalty if we mad^he slightest eflbrt to 
recover it. The poor hlack was a faithful serYant as long 
as be was a slave. As ^^eeman lie is couscious of his 
inferiority at the bottom jpfj iie iie«rt» and would attadi 
himself to a zatioiial white i uployer with at least as mneh 
fidelity as a spanid. Like the spaniel, too, if he is denied 
the chance of developing under guidance the better qualities 
which are in him, he will drift back into a mangy cur. 

In no oonntry on^t a ^erament to exist for whioh 
respect is impossible, and English rale as it exists in 
Dominica is a subject for a comedy. The Governor^ 
General of the I^eeward Islands resides in Antigna, a)id in 
theory ought to go on progress and visit in turn his subordi- 
nate domimons* His visits are rare as those of angels* Thel 
eminent person, who at present holds thai hi^ offiee, has 
been once in Nevis ; and thrice in Dominica, but only for the'^ 
briefest titay there. Perhajw^he has held aloof in consequence 
of an adventure whioh befell a visiting governor some timel 
•ago on one of these ooeasions. When there is a eonstitntion 
there is an opposition. IT there are no grievances the 
opposition manufacture them, and the inhabitantn of Roseau J 
were persuaded that they were an oppressed people and 
veqnired fuller liberties. I Was informed that His Exoellenej 
had no sooner landed and Jaken possession of Oovernmenf^ 
House, than a mob of men and women gathered in the market 
place under the leadershi|ij)f their elected representat ive.^ 
The girls that I had admired very likely made a part of it. 
They swarmed np into the gardens, they demonstrated uiider 
the windows, lan^^g, "slionting, and petitioning. His 
EzoeDency first harrioaded^e doors, then opened them and 
tried a speech, telling the dear creatures how much he loved 
and respected them. Proba^ they did not understand him* 
as few of them speak fin^^Ush. Producing no efiect, he 
lefcrealed again, haned the door once more, slipped oat at a 
hack entrance down a lane to the port, tookrefoge on board 
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faiB Bteamor* and diaappeared. So tiio story mi told me— 

not by the administrator, who was not a man to torn Tgnijrilah 
auiiiority into ridicule — but l)y some one on the spot, who 
repeated the current report of the adventure. It be 
exaggerated in aome features, bat it represents, at any laie, 
the feeling of the plaoe towards the head representative ol 
the existing government. 

I will meiitiun another incident, said to have occurred 
still more recently to one of tliese great persons, very like 
what befeli Sancho Pansa in Barataria. This, too, 
f have been wickedly tnmed, but it was the subject of general 

talk and general amuseui* nt on board the hteamers which 
make the round of the Aniiiies. Univerbal btjUel is a fact 
of its kind, and though it tends to shape itself in drama^ 
lonn more oompletely than the laots justify, there is nsnaOy 
some tmih at the bottom of it. The telegrams to tiie 
West Indies pass tbi'ough New York, and often pick up 
something on the way. A warning message reached a 
oertain colony that a Yankee-Irish schooner with a Fenian 
crew was coming down to annex the island, or at least 
to kidnap the governor. This distinguished gentkman 
ought perhaps to have suspected that a joke was being 
played upon his fears ; but he was a landlord. A governor- 
general had been threatened aerioosiy in Canada, why 
not he in the Antilles? He was as much agitated as 

. Sancho himself. All these J^ands were and are entirely 
undefended pave by a poHce which cannot be depLiidtd on 

I to resist a desperate invasion.^ They were called ont. 
Bomoor said that in half the^jifles the cartridges were 
found afterwards inverted. The next day dispeDed {he 
alarm. The schooner was creation of some Irish 
telegraph clerk, and the scare ended in laughter. But 
under the jest hes the wretched^T^ertainty that the A^tyH^^ 
have no protection except in tEeur own population, and so 
little to thank England for that scarcely one of the inha- 
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Mfcants, except the officials, would lift a finger to save the 
^connection. 

Once more, I tell these stories not as if they were 
aathenticated facts, but a/evidence of the Bcomfal feeling 
towftrdB En^h ai|tiiority.^^The carrent belief in Ihem is 
a fact of a kind and a very serious one. 

The confederation of the LeewardTsIaiids may have been 
a convenience to the Colonial Office, and may have allowed 
a sligbt diminution in the cost of administraldon. The 
whole West bidies might be placed nnder a single governor 
"with only good results if he were a real one like lIic * 
Governor -General at Calcutta. But each single island has 
lost from the change, so far, more than it has gained. 
Eaeh shqi of war has a eapFain of its own and officers of 
its own trained speeially forjthe service. If the Antilles 
are ever to thrive, each of them also should have some 
trained and skilful man at^ its head, imembarrassed by 
local elected assemblieB. ^he whites haye become so weak) 
tbat th^ would welcome the abolition of sncli assemblies. 
The blacks do not care for polities, and would be pleased to 
see them swept away tomorrow if they were governed 
wisely and fairly. Of coarse, in that case it would be 
necessaiy to appoint governors who would command con- 
fidence and respect. Bat let governors be sent wbol 
would be governors indeed, like those who administer the 
Iiiiliaii [M t^sideneies. and the white residents would gatheFl 
heart again, and jhinglisE^jid American capitalists would 
bring their money and theur enterprise, and the blacks || 
would grow upwards inslea^of downwards. Let ns per- 
sist in the other line, let us use the West Indian governments 
as asylums for average worthy persons who have to be pro- 
vided for, and force on th^m black parliamentary institu- 
tions «e a remedy for sach persons' inefficiency, and these 
beantilol countries will become like Hayti, with Obeah 
triumphant, and children offered to the devil and salted and 
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eaten, till the conscience of mankind wakes again and the 
Americans sweep them all away. 

I hadan opportonitj of seeing what can really be done in 
Dominioa by an EngMsh gentleman who has gone therigbi 
way to work there. Dr. Nicholls oame ont a few years a;;o 
to Iloseaii as a medical officer . He was described to me as 
a man not only of high professional skill, but with eonsider- 

/ able scientifio attainments. Either by pnrehase or l^gw^ 
(I thmk the latter) he become possessed of a small 
estate on a hillside a mile or two from the town. He had 

/ built a honse upon it. He was cultivating: the soil on 
scientiiic principles, and &ad politely sent me an invitation 
to call on him and see what he was about. I was delighted 
to awl myself of sach an opportnnity^ 

I do not know the exact extent of the i)roi>erty wliich 
was under cultivation ; perhapB it was twenty-five or thirty 
acres. The chief part of it was planted with lime trees, the 
limes which I saw growing being as large as moderate-siMd 
I lemons ; most of the rest^was covered with Liberian eofiee» 
which docs not object to tlie moist chmate, and ".as growiiii; 
with profuiic luxuriance. Each tree, each jdant had been 
personally attended to, pruned when it needed pmning, sap- 
ported by bamboos if it wiS overgrowing its strength* while 
the ground about the house was consecrated to botanical 
exi)eiinients, and specimens were to be seen there of eveiy 
tropical flower, shrub, or tree, which was either remarkable 
for its beauty or valuable for its chemical propertiee. His 
Hmes and coffee went png^cipally to New York, where they 
had won a reputation, and were in special demand ; bat 
ingenuity tries other tracks besides tlie lu uten one. Dr. 
Nichollfl had a manufactory of citric acid which had I'tcn 
found equally ezoelient in Europe. Everything which he 
produced was turning to gdd^ except donkeys, seven or et^t 
of which were feeding under his windows, and which mol- 
tiplied 80 fast that ho could not tell what to do with them. 
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Industries so various and bo active required labour, 
and I eaw many of tbe blacks at worlv with him. In ap- 
parent ooniradietion to the general West Indian experience, 
he told me that he had nerer found a difficulty abont it. 
He pmd them Iftir Tinges, and paid them regularly without 
the overseer's tiiifc.-^ aud dra\vl>ack9. He knew one from the~I 
other personally, could call each by his name, remembered 
where he came from, where 'Ee lived, and how, and could | 
joke with him aboat his wi£^r mistress. They in con- 
sequence clung to him with an innocent affection, stayed 
with him all the week without asking for holidays, and j 
WCHrked with interest and goodwill. Four years only had' 
elapeed since I>r. NiehoUs commenced his undertakings, | 
and be already saw his waylo'clearing a thousand pounds 
a year on that one small pat clT^f acres. I may mentiofTI 
that, being the only man in the island of really superior 1 
attainments, he had tried in vain to win one of the seats ] 
in the eleetive part of the legifllatu{fij 

There was nothing particularly favourable in the situa* 
tion of liis land. All parts of Duniinica would respond as | 
willingly to similar treatment. What could be the reason, 
X>r, NiohoUs asked me, why young Englishmen went plant- 
ing to 80 many other c5^^es, went even to Ceylon and 
Borneo, while eomparativ^rjat their own doors, within a \ 
fortnight's sail of Plymouth, there was this island im- 
measurably more fertile tlrniT either "}') The explanation,? 
suppoee, is the misgiving tSat^e West Indies are consigned 
by the tendencies of Englis^^licy to the black population^ 
and that a local government created by representatiTes of the 
ne<]^o vote would make a reside nee there for an cnc rgetic 
and self-respecting European^ less tolerable than in any 
"other part of the globe, the republic of Hayti not only ' 
eieludes a white man froni^^y share of the administration, 
but fiMbids his acquisition or possession of real property in 
any form. Far short of such extreme provisions, the most 
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prosperooB industry might be blighted by taxation. Self- 
gov^'rnmeiit ib a beaiitifiirmibject for oratorical declamation. 
If the fact oorreeponded to the theory and if the poasessioa 
of a vote prodaoed the e ^^^ ipg effects apon the eharaeter 
whioh are eo noisily insisted upon, it would be the welcome 
panacea for political and^^ocial disorder. Unfortunately 
the fact does not correspond^ the theory. The possession 
of a vote never improved the character of any human being 
and never wil L ^ 

X There are many islands^ui the Weet Indlee, and an 

Vpxperiment might be ventured witliout any serious risk. 
Let the suflPi'age principle be applied in its fulhiess where 
the condition of the people seems best to promise success. 
In some one of them — Dommica would do as well as any 
other — let a man of abUityjjid character with an ambition 
to distinguish liimself be seiU_to govern with a free hand. 
Let him clioose iiis own advisers, let him be untrammelled, 
nniesa he falls into fatal anTinexcusable errors* with inter* 
ferenoe from home. Let him have time to cany out any 
plans which he may form, without fear of recall aft fhe end 
of the normal period. After ten or fifteen years, let the 
results of the two bystems be compaiod side by side. I 
tnmginfl the objcotion to such a trial would be the siune 
which was once made in my hearing by an Irish Mend of 
mine, who was urging on an Bnglish statesman the oonver- 
bion of Irelajid into a Crown c<jlo]iy. *You dai'e not try 
it,' he saidy ' for if you did, in twenty years we would be 
the most prosperous island of the two, and you would be 
wantmg to foUow our example.* 

We had eihausted the neighbourhood of Boeean. After 
a few days Captain C. was again able to ride, and we 
could undertake more extended expeditions. He provided 
.me with a horse or pony or something between both, % 
I creature that would climb a stone Sairoafle at an angje of 
[ lorty-fiye, or slide down a day slope soaked by a tropical 
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shower, with ihe aame indiff erenc e ^ih which it wonUO 

canter alon^ a meadow. In the slave times cultivation had 
been carried up into the mountains. There were the ol(0 
tracks through the forest engjiieered along the edges of 
pvedpioeBi torrents roaring far down below, and tall grec£~7 
trees standing in hollows undomealh, whose top hranehes 
were on a level with our eyes. We had to ride witlF^ 
macintosh and umbrella, prepa red at any moment to have 
the floods descend upon ns. _ The best costume would bel 
none at all. While the sun is above the horizon the island 
seems to lie mder the art^M of perpetual rainbows. One7 
pets weL and one di'ies again, and one is none the worse 
for the adventure. I had^^eard that it was dangerous. 
It did no harm to me. A very particular object was to! 
reach the crest of the moantain ridge which divides Dominica 
down the nuddle. We sawjEe peaks high above us, bnt iO 
was useless to try the ascent if one could see nothing when j 
one arrived, and mists and diouds hung about so persistently 
that we had to pot off onr'gKBedition day after day. \ 

A tolerable morning came at last. We started early. A 
faithful black youth ran alongside of the horses to pick ns 
up if we fell, and to carry the indispensable luncheon basket. 
We rode through the town, over the bridge and by the foot 
of Dr. NichoUs's plantations. We passed through lime and 
bcmana gardens rising sbwly along the side of a glen 
above the river. The road had been made by the French 
lon^; ago, and went right across the island. It hR4 once 
been carefully paved, but wet and neglect had loosened 
the stones and tumbled them ont of their places. Trees 
liad driven their roots throng^ the middle of the track. 
Mountain streams had ^^en advantage of convenient 
cuttings and scooped them into waterways. The road 
commissioner on the ofiicial stalf seemed a merely oma- 
mental fonctionary^ We could only travel at a foot pace and 
in ain^^e file. Happily our^orses were used to it. Along 
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this road in 1805 Sii* George Prevost retreated with the 
English gai'rison of Roseau, when attacked in force from 
Martinique ; saved his men and saved the other part of the 
island till relief came and the invaders were driven oat 
again. That was the last of the fighting, and we have been 
left since in undisturbed possession. Dominica was then 
sacred as the scene of Eodney's glories. Now I suppose, 
if the French came again, we should calculate the mercantile 
value of the place to us, anTjiaving found it to be nothing 
at all, might conclude that it would be better to let them 
keep it. 

We went up and up, winding round projecting spurs of 
mountain, here and there coming on plateaus where pio- 
neering blacks were clear mg" patches of forest for their yams 
and coffee. We skirted tKe^dge of a valley several miles 
across, on the far side of which we saw the steaming of the 
sulphur springs, and beyond and above it a mountain peak 
four thousand feet high and clothed with timber to the 
summit. In most countrles^tlie vegetation grows thin as 
you rise into the higher altitudes. Here the bush only 
seems to grow denser, the trees grander and more self- 
asserting, the orchids and parasites on the boughs more 
variously brilliant. There were tree ferns less splendid 
than those in New Zealand and AustraUa, but larger than 
any one can see in English hothouses, wild oranges bending 
under the weight of ripe fruit which was glowing on their 
branches, wild pmes, wild begonias scattered along the 
banks, and a singularly brilliant plant which they call the 
wild plantain, but is not a plantain at all, with large broad 
pointed leaves radiating ouffrom a centre like an aloe's, 
and a crimson flower stemTTsing up straight in the middle. 
It was startling to see such insolent beauty displaying itself 
indifferently in the heart of^he wilderness with no human 
eye to look at it unless of some passing black or wandering 
Carib. 
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The track had heen earned aoroee hot sti'eAiiiB froeh 
from boiling Bprings, aiid along the edge of chasms where 
theie waa scarcely foothold for the horseg. At length we 
foimd omelves on what waa apparently the biggest pomt 
of the pan* We could iiot see whm we were for the 
trees and boshes which sturounSed as, bnt the path began 
to descend on the other side. Near the summit was a lake^ 
formed in an old volcanic crater which wc liad come specially 
to look at* We descended a few hundred feet into a hoUow 
mmong the hiUs where the lake was said to be* Where was"! 
it, then ? I asked the guide,Tor I could discover nothing 
that suggested a lake or anything like one. He pointed ' 
into the bnah where it was thicker with tropical under- 
growth than a wheatfield wifi Teare of com* If I cared io7 
ereep hdow ilie hranehes for two hnndred yards at the risk ^ 
of meeting snakes, scori)ionH, and other such charming 
creatures, I should lind m yself on the water's edge. \ 

To ride op a mountain three thousand feet high, to be 
Bear a wander which I could not see after all, was not what \ 
I had proposed to myself. There was a tfaveller's rest ^ 
ai Lhe point wliere we halletf, a cool damp grotto carved"^ 
into the sandstone ; we picketed our horses, cutting leafy 
hoQC^ off the trees for t&e^ and nuddng cushians lor 
onrselvea out of the ferns. ^Jf e were told that if we walked! 
on for half a mile we should seetiie other dde of tiie island, 
and if we were lucky we raiglit catch a glimpse of thtj lakeT) 
Meanwhile clouds rolled down of the mountains, filled the 
hoUow where we stood, aii|^ wrapped ns in mist, that the | 
iiasatkm seemed rather how we were to retnm than whether J 
we should Tentnre farther. 

While we were eonsidtring what to do, we heard steps 
approaching through the fog, and a party of blacks came 
lip on their way to Boseau with a siok companion lAom 
they were carrying in a palanqoin* We were eating our 
luncheon in the grotto, and they stopped to talk to our 
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guide and stare at us. Two of them, a lad and a gir], eame 

up closer to me than good manners would have ull(nv< il if 
they had possessed sui^^rngs ; the * I am as good aa 
I jroo, and yon will be good eootogh to know it|' sort of tone 
which belongs to theee^emocratio days showing itself 
rather notably in flie f^ng generation in parts of these 
islands. I defended mvBdf with piodueing a sketch book 

/ and proceeding to take their hkeneeses, on which they Hed 

V preoipitately. 

Oqt sandwiehes finished, we were pensively eonsaming 
our cigars, I speculating on Sir 6^rge Prevoet and h» 
party of redcoats who must have bivouacked on that very 

^ spot^ when the clouds broke and the sun came out. The 
interyal was likely to be a'short one> so we hurried to our 
feet, walked rapidly on, and at a tnm of the path where a 

(hurricane had torn a passage through the trees, we caught a 
sight of our lake as we had been told that perhaps wr might 
do. It lay a couple of hSndred feet beneath us deep and 
still, winding away roimd a promontory under the ora^B and 
woods of the opposite hills : they oall it a crater, and I suppose 
it may have been one, for the whole island shows traces of 
violent volcanic disturbance, but in general a crater is a 
I bowl, and this was like*^ reach of a river, which lost itself 
before one oonld see whereit ended. They told us that in 
old times, when troops were in the fort, and the white men 
of the island went about and enjoyed themselves, there were 
boats on this lake, and^arties came up and fished there. 
Now it was like the pool m* the gardens of the palace of the 
sleeping princess, goardeS by impenetrable thickets, and 
whether there are fish th^STor enchanted princesses, or the 
\ huts of some tribe of CariTJs, hiding in those fastnesses from 
negroes whom they hate, or from white men whom they do 
not love, no one knows or^cares to know. I madeahorriad 
pencil sketch, and we we^^J 

' fitUe farther and we were out of the bnshy at a 
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rocky tttrrace 011 tlio rim of the jTrtiit valley wliioh carnea 
the ramfall ou liie eai^teru sicU^Tirtht; muuntaiiib duwii into 
fthe AUantic. We were 8. o3CL feet above the sea. FaT) 
my Uie ocean Biretched out ^ fore ns, the honson line 
wlwre akj met water ao fur 'distant that both had melted ^ 



into mist at the point whore they tonched. Mount 
iJiiiblol, wliuie Lai Hit s})int a night catchinfj the (IcmI \ 
birds, soared up on our left liand. Iklow, above, arouud J 
OB, it waa loreet eveiywhere; forest, and only lorest, a 
land fertile as Adam's par SfT. , still waiting for the d^*\ 
vhen ' the harren woman shall bear ehildien.* Of tom/^-^ 
il \\;t^ beautiful, if that 1m- of any (.on-cqiienre — moun- i 
tain peaks ami cragH and Tailing watii>, and the dark ' 
green of the trees in the ^e gronnd, diikiolving from 
tint to tint to gr^, Tiolet, and Une in the (ieur-off distance. 
Eten at the height where we 8tood» the temperatnre must} 
have bttn 70^ But the steaming damp of the woods was 
gone, tlie tiir was rl- nr and exhilarating as champajTTi^^l 
Wliat a laud ! And what werv wo doing with it 7 Thia 
liMT inheritance, won by^pgUsh hearts and hands for the 
Qse of tlie working men of England, and the English) 
working men lying squalid in the grimy alleys of crowded 
towns, aiitl lilt; iiiht-ritance turiitii int.' :l uildtinoss. 
Viaions U gau to riiie of "wliat luight 1h>, hut vi.sions which ^ 
were taki^n from me bcfopi they could ahape themselvei«. 
The ettrtai|i of Taponr ft ll down over us again^ and aU) 
waa gone, and of that glonons picture nothing was left but 
our own I wo Stives and thti few yoidb of red roek and soil 
ou which we Were stai In 

There was no niivd for ha ;< now. We returned slowly 
to our horses^ and onr horses carried ns home by the 
way thai we had oome.*'*'^>tain C. went carek^ssly in 
front through the fog, over^jniulders and watercourst s and 
roots ot falicu titts. I foUu^ed as I coitM, tx|KJcting 
erery moment to And myseij^^ing over my horse's head ; 
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stumblinpj, plun^^ii il', sliding, but getting thri*u^li with it 
somehow. Tlie creature had never Been me before, but was 
aa careful of my safety as if I had been an old acquaintanoe 
and friend. Only one mi^hwntnre befell me, if miead- 
ventnie it may be called. Shaken, and damp with heat, 
I "was riding under a wild orange tree, the fruit within 
reach of my hand. I picked an orange and plunged my 
teeth into the akin, ai fl^ had to remember my raahnees 
for days. The oil in fbc rind, pnngent as ajomatie Baits, 
rushed on my palate, aacTspiurted on my face and eyes. 
The snijirt for the moment half blinded me. I l>ethought 
me, however, that oran^Ss^with such a flavour would be 
. worth something, and a box of them which was sent home 
1 for me was conTerted into marmalade with a finer flttvoor 
]than ever came from SeTille. 

"What more can I say of Dominica ? I stayed with the 
hospitable C.*s for a fortnight. At tlie appointod time the 
returning steamer called for me. I left Captain 0. with a 
warm hope that he mig^ not be consigned for ever to a 
post which an English j;^ntleman ought not to be oon- 
deninc il to occupy ; that if matters could not be mended 
for him where he stood^e might i^d a situation where 
his ooorage and his nnSerstanding might be turned to 
nsefol purpose. I can never forget the kindness both of 
himself and his clever, good, graceful lady. I cannot 
forget either the two iTusky damsels who waited upon me 
like spirits in a fairy tat^ It was night when I left. The 
packet came alongside the wharf. We took leave by the 
gleaming of her lights. The whistle screamed, and Donii* 

(niea, and all that I haJ^ seen, faded into a memory. All 
that I had seen, but n^all that T had thought. That 
island was the scene of the most glorious of England'^ 
many femous actions. Itjiad been won for ns again and 
again by the gallantry qf^nr seamen and soldiers. It bad 
been secured ui las I lo^Uij Crown by the genius of the 
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greatest of our admirals. I t wa s once prosperous. It \ 
niigbt be proeperoos again, for the resouieeB of the soil are 
untonehed and inezfaaii8tiE!e7 ^The black population are/ 

exceptionally worthy. They are excellent boatmen, exc( 1- 



ient libhcrmeu, excellent mechanics, ready to undertake J 



any work if treated with courtesy and kindness. Yet in 



our hands it is falling into rrniT. _T he inflnence of En^^d 
{here is gone. It is nothing^ Indi&rence has bred in- 

fliflferenc'O in turn as a necessarj' consetiuence. Somethnig 
must be wrong when among 30,000 of our feUow-subjects 
not one oonid be found to Iflt a. hand for us if the island I 
were invaded, when a boa t*8 cre w from Martiniqne mi^t 
take possession of it without a show of resi stance. \ 

If I am asked the question, "What use is Dominica to us ? 
I decline to measure it by present or possible marketable 
Taloe ; I answer simply that fflspa rt of the dominioDs of the C£> 
Queen. If we pinch a finger, the smart is felt in the brain. 
If we neglect a wound In the least important part of ouF 
persons, it may poison tlie system. Unless the biuud of an 
organised body circulates freelythrough the extremities, the ^ 
extremitiss mortify and drop off, and the dropping off of 
any colony of ours will not b e too nr honour and may be to 
our shame. Dominica seems but a small thing, but our^ 
lai";^'er colonics are observing us, and the world is observing 
us, and what we do or fail to du worlds beyond the limits of 
its immediate operation. The mode of management which 
produces the state of things which I haye described cannot 
possibly be a right one. We Ga\'e thoufiht it wise, wit]i a 
perfectly honest intention, to leave our dtpt-ndencies gone- 
rally to work out their own ^^vation. We have excepted 
India, for with India we dare not run the risk. But we 
have refused to consider that others among our possessions 
may be in a condition analogous to India, and we have allowed 
them to drift on a.s they could. It was certainly excuBable, 
and it msy have been prudent, to try popular methods first. 
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bat we have no right to persist in the face of a fuloM so 
complete. We are obliged to keep these islands, for it 

seems that no one will relieve us of tliem ; and if they are 
to remain ours, we are hound so to govern them that our 
name shall be respected and our sovereignty shall not be a 
mockezy. Am I asked what should be done? I have 
answered already. Among the silent thonsands whose 
(juiet work keeps the Empire alive, find a l(aj;i]i lirooke if 
you can^ or a Mr. Smith^of^Scilly. If none of these are 
attainable, even a Sancho Panza would do. Send him oat 
with no more instmotions^than the knight of La Mancha 
^ave Sancho— to fear Qod and do his duty. Put him 
on his metal. Promise him the respect and praise of 
ail good men if he does wejOi; and if he calls to his help 
intelligent persons who undo rstand the cultivation of soila 
and the management oFmen , in half a score of ysan 
Dominica wonld be the brightest gem of the Antilles. 
From America, from England, from all parts of the world, 
admiring tourists would be flocking there to see what 
QoYemment could do, and curious politicians with jeakma 
eyes admitting reluctantly^welcome oondusions. 

Oman ! no iiKirtal u'er ilie widespread earth 
Can find a fault in thee ; thy good report 
Doth reach the \\ idc^read heaven, ati of some plinoo 
A\ ho, iu the likeness uf a god, doth rule 

< O'er subjects stoul of heart and sfcrong of hand; 
And men speak groal^ of hinii and bis land 
Boan wheat and 170, his orohayds bond with froit, 
His Hoeks bieed sturdy, the asa yields her fiabt 

/ Beoanse he guides his folk with wisdom. And they grow 

I In gnwe and manly rirtae.^ 

PfMMOi • ^ yap crew cAiIm ohptuihf dfftv Mmi* 

iyipdffiy i» woWoiat Kcd l^9lfiot(ri9 MLfgmit, 

titSutlai ivf'x^'T'f* <P^pri(T( ■ya7a /x^Xaiya 
nvpoin Kol Kpi&ds, ^plOrjai Ot diy^pta Kapir^' , 
tIjctci 8* tfiTfSa /i^Aa, Qa\aaaa Sc wap*x*^ 'X^^^t 
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Beejime ' he guides with wisdom.' That is the whoto 
seeret. The leading of the 4ise few, the willing obedieaee 

of the many, is the beginning and the end of all right 
action. S( ( ure tbis, and you st cure everytbin^?. Fall to 
aecore it, and be your liberties as wide as you can make 
them, 00 saccess is possible. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

The Daricn canal — Jamaica iimll packet — Captain W. — Retrospect of 
Jamaiciin history — Wat(>r.spout at sea — Hayti -Jaciuel -A walk tlirou^'h 
the town- A Jamaican plantier— Fir»t sight of the Blue Mountains —Port 
Bojral— Kingston— The Gdbniil BMrttHry— Qosdon liote— Ghmgis %m, 
tiM Jamaican oonatitotion. 

Onob more to Barbadoesy bnt merely to ehange there from 
eteamer to steamer. My oonrse was now aeroes the CSarib- 

beau Sea to the great islands at the bottom of it. The 
English mail, after calling and throwing off itb lateral 
branches at Bridgetown, pursues its direct course to Hayti 
by Jamaica, and so on to Vera Cruz and the Darien eanaL 
This wonderfnl enterprise of M. Lesseps has set moving the 
loose negro population of the Antilles and Jamaica. Un- 
willing to work as they are supposed to be, they liave 
swarmed down to the isthmus, and are still swarming 
thither in tens of thousands, tempted by the dollar or 
dollar and a half a day which M. Lesseps is furnishing. 
The vessel which called for ns at Bominiea was crowded 
with tht in. and we picked up more as we went on. Their 
average stay is for a year. At the end of a year half of 
them have gone to tbe other world. Half go home, made 
eaify for life with money enough to buy a few acres of land 
and ' live happy ever after.' Heedless as sohocdboys, they 
phnige into the enterprise, thinking of nothing bnt the 
harvest of dollars. They might earn as much or more at 
their own doors if there were any one to employ them, but 
^et industry is out of joint, and Darien has seised their 
imaginations as an Eldorado* 

If half the reports which reached me are correct, in all 
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the world there is not perhaps now concentrated in any 
single spot so much swindling" and villany, so much foul 
disease, such a hideous dungheap of moral and physical 
^iwMfnma.fa'/m^ 88 ID the floene'^thia £Kr-£Bmed undertaking 
of nineieenth-eentiizy engineorang. By the soheme, as it 
was tirst propounded, six-and- twenty millions of Eii*^lish 
money were to unite the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, to 
form a highway for the oonimecce of the gbbe« and enxieh 
witii imtold wealth the hai njy owners of <»riginai ehares. 
The thrifty French peasantry were tempted hy the golden 
bail, and poured their savinr^s into M. Lesseps's lottery 
box* Almost all that money, 1 was told, has been already 
flfpent, and only a fifth of the work is done* Meanwhile the 
hmnan YoltiiieB have gathered to the spoiL SpeenlatorB, 
adront o rers, eard sharperb, hdl keepers, and donbtfol 
ladies have carried tlieir charms to this dcHghtful market. 
The scene of iterations is a damp tropical jungle, intensely 
hoik swarming with moeqiiitoes, snakeSy alligators, acor* 
pious, and oentipedes ; the hoiiie» even as nature made it, 
of yellow fever, typhus, and dysentery, and now made im- 
measuiiibly more deadly by the multitudes of people who 
crowd thither. Half buried in mud lie about the wreeke 
of eostly machinery, eonsmning by rust, sent ont under 
lavish orders, and foond unfit for the work for whieh they 
were intended. Unburied altogether lie also skeletons 
of the human machines which have broken down there, 
picked clean by the vultures. Everything which imagina* 
tioD ean eonoeive that is ghastly and loathsome seems to 
be gathered into that locality just now. I was pressed to 
go on and look at the moral surroundings of * the greatest 
undertaking of our age,' but my curiosity was less strong 
than my disgust. I did not see the place, and the descrqh 
tioD whieh I have given may be overcharged. The aeoounts 
lAieh reached me, however, were unifonn and consistant. 
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Not one penon wbom I mel and who oonld epeak from per- 
sonal knowledpje had any other story to teU. 

We looked again into St. Lucia on our way. The isaisk' 
ing Bqiudzoa waB lymg outaide, and the 
with boata foil of blue-jaekete. The big ships were rdhng 
heaTily. They could have eaten op Bodney's fleet. The 
great * Ville de Paris, would have been 11 mouthful to the 
smaiiefit of them. Man for man, officers and crew weie 
as good as Bodn^ ever eommanded. Yet» somehow, they 
produce small efifeol on the imagination of the eolomisto. 
The impression is that they are meant more for show than 
for serious use. Alas ! the stars and 8tri])es on a Yankee 
trader have more to say in the West Indies than the white 
ensigns of a fleet of British ironclads. 

At Barbadoes there was nothing nu)]re for me to do or see. 
The English was on the point of sailing, and I hastened 
on board. One does not realise distance on mapd. Jamaica 
belongs to the West Indies, and the West Indies are a col- 
leetire entity. Yet it is removed from the Antilles by the 
•diameter of the Oaribbean Sea, and is fivther off than 
Gibraltar from Soiitliampton. Thus it was a voyage of 
several days, and I looked about to see who were to be my 
iiompanions. There were several Spaniards, one or two 
English tomista, and some ladies who noTer left their 
cal^. The captain was the meet remarkable flgnre: an 
elderly man with one eye lost or injured, the other as 
peremptory as I have often seen in a human face ; rough 
and prickly on the outside as a pineapple, internally vety 
mnch reaemUing the same frnit^ lor at the bottom ha was 
true, genuine, and kindly hearted, Tery amxiBing, and inti- 
mately known to all travellers on the West Indian line, in 
the Borvioe of which he had passed forty years of his life. 
In his own ship he was sovereign and reoogniaed noanpenor. 
Bishops, colonial govemoTB, presidents of Sonth Amsriean 
ublicB were, so far as their office went^ no more to him 
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than other people, and as long as they were on boai'd were 
«hftt(el8 of which he had temporary charge. Peer and 
peMaai were alika under his orders^ which were abso> 
hite M the laws of Medes^d PersianB. On the oiher 
hand, his eye was quick to sctT if there was an}^ personal j 
merit in a man, and if you deserved hin respect you would 
haie it. One partioolar m SIt h e had which I greatly 
appcored. He kept hia eabin to himself^ and did not turn 
it into a smoking room, as I Eave known eaptaine do a great 
deal too often. 

Ail my own thoughts were fixed upon Jauiaica. I had7 
read so much ahout it» that mymemory was loll of peraons 
and aoanea and adventnrea ofwhich Jamaioa waa the stage 

«r enbjeei. Penn and YenalfleBand the Puritan conquest, 

and Morgan and the buccaneers ; Port lloyal crowded with 
^Muueh pdaee; its busy doc^ards, and English frigalb^ 
and prhrateera fitting oat f<Mr c^orioiia or desperate 
finierpriaea. The name of brought them crowding i 

op with incident on incident ; and behind the history came 
Tom Cringle and the wild antTreckless, yet wholesome and 
hearty, planter's life in K ingsto n ; the dark i'i<;ures of the^ 
piratea swinging above the mnngroyes at GaUows Point; 
the baDfl and parties and the beantifiil quadroons, and &e* \ 
huighing, merry, innocent CbilSren of darkness, with the 
tricks of the mitidiLS iipoiT tlicra. There was the tragic 
side of it too, in slavery, the last ugly iiash out of the cloud \ 
being not two decades dis tlint' in the £yre and Gordon 
time. Interest enough therewas ahont Jamaica, and things/ 
would be strangely changed Ip Kingston if notliijifj: re- 
mained of the society which was once so brilliant. TiiereT! 
if anywhere, England and English role were not y^ a 
vanished quantify. There wasa dockyard still, and a coGkI 
modore in command, and a guardship and gonboats, and 
Enf^linh regiments and WcsTiudian regiments with En«j[li8li 
oncers. Bome representatives^ too, X knew were to be found 
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of the old Anp;lo-West Indians, men whose fathers and 
grandfathers were born in the island, and whose fortnnes 
were bonnd up in it. Aiuron Bang ! what would not one 
have gvven to meet Aanm? The leaL Aaron had been 
gathered to hie fittbeni, and natoxe does not make two sndi 
af=5 he was; but I might fall in ^^ith something that would 
remind me of him. Paul Gelid and Pepperpot Wagtail, 
and Peter Mangroye, hotter than either of them— the lika> 
noBB of these might he surviving, and it woold be deUg^itfnl 
to meet and talk to them. They woold give fresh flavour 
to the immortal ' Log.* Even another Tom was not im- 
possible ; some middy to develop hereafter into a frigate 
captain and to sail again into Port Boyal with hia priass 
in tow. 

Natnre at all events ooold not be changed. The white 

rollers would still be breal^injr on the coral reefs. The 
palms would still be waving on the spit whioh forms the 
harbour, and the amber misl would be floating nnmd the 
peaks of the Blue Moontamsf There were English Boldieni 
and sailors, and English fieople. The English language 
wab bpukeu there by blacks as well as whites. The religion 
was English. Our oounfry went for something, and these 

(would he some persons, at Igp et, to whom the old land was 
more than a stepmoth CT, and who were not sighing in {heir 
hcart.s for annexation to the American Union. The 
governor. Sir Henry Norman, of Indian fame, I was sorry 
to learn, was still absenfT^e had gone home on some legsi 
business. Sir Henry had an Imperial reputation. He had 
been spoken of to me in Barbadoee as able, if he were 
allowed a chance, to act as Viceroy of all the islands, and 
to set them on their feet again. I could well believe that 
a man of less than Sir Heniy*s reputed power could do it 
«for m the thing itself there was no great difficnl^y^ 
only we at home were onoe disenchanted ; though all the 
iibiiity in tlie world would be thrown away as long as the 
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enchantment continued. I did see Bir Henry, as it tamed 
oat, bat only for a few hours. 

Our iragraga was wiUioat remarka ble inddant ; as f^yagaa 
we to be in these daya^f powerful ateamboati. One 

Tnornuig there was a tropical rain storm which was worth ^ 
seemg. We had a strong awmng over the quarter-de ck, 
80 1 could atand and watch^^ ^^ An ink-blaok oloud came 7 
Boddanty up from the noi jh w hieh seemed to hang into the 
sea, the amrfiMeof the water below being violently agita ted. 
According to popular belief, thF^c loud on these occasions is ' 
drawing up water which it afterw ards discharges. Were^ 
fluB 80, the water disch wyd y onld be salt, whieh it navjtf 

olation is a oy« 



li. The oanae of the agn ation i s a oyolonio zotaition of air 
er loeal whirlwind. T he moa t notioeahle featnre was the 

blackness of tlie cloud i jgelf. It became so dark that iFJ 
woold have been diihcult to r^j d any ordinary print. The 
nin, idien ii burst, foil n ot in drops but in tonents. i 
The deok*waa flooded, and Ihe sc uttla-holes ran like jels^ 
i^om a pump. The awning was ceasing to be a shelter, 
for the water was driven boili ^ thru u^li it ; but the duwn"^ 
pour passed ofiE as auddenl yae it had risen. There was 
BO iig^t"'"C and no wind. The sea nnder onr side was v 
gjbuNfy smooth, and was das hed int o millions of ludea by J 
the plunging of the rain peUets. 

The captain in his journ eys t o and fro had becomel 
acquainted with the present black President of Hayti, Mr. 
fialomon. I had haard of j Ca'ffl pilaman as an absolute 
peison, who knew how to make himself obeyed, and who 
treated opposition to his authority in a very summary 
manner. He seemed to be a favourite of the captain's. 
He had been educated in France, had met with many 
ehanges of fortune, and after an exile in Jamaioa had 
become quasi-king of the black republic. I much wished 
to see this paradise of negro liberty ; we were to toucli ;it 
t^acmel, which is one of the principal ports, to leave the 
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mailB, and Captain W iros good enongh to Bajthftt, if I 

liked, I might go on shore for an hour or two with the officer 

in charge. 

Hayti, as everyone knows who has studied the hlaok 
problem, is the western portion of Coliunbiis's EflpaAoift, or 
6t. Domingo» the largest after Cuba and the most fiariile in 
natnnd resources of all the islands of the Caribbean Sea. B 

was the earliept of the Spanish settlements in tlie New World. 
Ihe Spaniards ioimd there a miUion or two of mild and inno- 
cent Indians, whom in their first enthusiasm they intended 
to oonTert to Christtanitj, and to offer as the first fruits of 
tiieir disooyery to the Virgin Mary and 8t. Domenie. The 
saint gave his name to the island, and his teniperciuieiit to 
the conquerors. In carrying out their pious design, they 
converted the Indians off the face of the earth, working 
them to death in thehr mines and plantations. They filled 
then* places with blaohs from Africa, who proved of tougher 
constitution. They colonised, they built cities ; they throve 
and })rospered for nearly two hundred yearh, when Ha3'ti, the 
most valuable half of the island, was taken from tliem by 
the bnceaneers and made into a French province. The rest^ 
which keeps the title of St. Domingo, contmned Bpanish, 
and is Spanish still — a thinly inhabited, miserable, Spanish 
republic. Havti became afterw ards the theatre of the exploits 
of the ever-{:;lonous Toussaint TOuverture. When the 
French Bevolution broke ont, and Liberty and the Bights of 
Man became the new gospel, slavery could not be flowed 
to continne in the French dominions. The bladm of the 
colony were emancipated and were received into the national 
brotherhood. In sympaiii^ with the Jacobins of France, 
who burnt the chateaux of the nobles and goiUotined the 
owners of them, the libei t I slaves rose^as soon as tbey 
were free, and massacred^the whole French pojiuktian, 
man, woman, and child, ^^apoleon sent an army to punish 
the mnrderers and recover the colony. Toussoint, who had 
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DO shuiT in the atrocities, and whose fault was only that he 
bad been caugki by the prevailing politick epidemic and 
believed in the evangel, of freedom^ ennendered and was 
earned to Franee, where he died or else wee made an end 
of. The jeOow fever avenr^ed him, and seom'ed for hie 
countrjTiien the opportunity of trying out to the uttermost 
the experiment of negro Belf-government. The Trencii 
imope perished in tens of ihoneande. They were reinforeed 
again and agfun, but it was like pooring water into a sieve. 9 ^ 
He climate won a victory to the black man which he could 



not w in for himbclf.V They abandoned their enterprise at 
last, and Hi^ti was free. We English tried our hand to 
leeover it afterwards, but we failed also, and for the same 



Jiavti has thus for nearly a century been a black mde- 
pe!i<l( at state. The negro race have had it to themaelves 
and have not been interfered with. Thevwere equippe d) 
lAen tfa^ slaiied on their oaieer of freedom wiUi the 
Gstholie religion, a dvUised language, European laws and 1 
manners, and the k nowle dge^of v arious a rts an d occupatio ns 
which they had learnt while they were alavea.^ They speak 
French still ; they axe nonunaUy Catholies stiU ; and the tags 
and rags of the gold laoe of Frenoh dviliBatidn oantinne 
to ding about their institutions. But in the heart of thiiBr j 
baa revived the old idolatry of the Gold Coast , and in the j 
villages of the interior, where they are out of sight and can 
loUow their instincts, they 'sacrifice children in the ser^^ 
peat's honour alter the maaner of their fore&thera Per- 
baps nothing better eonld'^eipeeted from a liberty whieh 
was inaugurated by assassination and plunde r. Political 
changes which prove Baccessful do not begin in that way. 

The Bight of Leogan e is a deep bay earved in the side" 
of the idand, one arm of Ivfaidi is a narrow ridge of high 
mountains a hundred and ^ miles long and from thirty 
to forty wide. At the heacTortiLis bay, to the north of the 
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ridge, is Port an Prince, the capital of this remarkable 
community. On the south, on the immediately opposite 
side of the mountains and facing the Cad*ibbean Sea, is 
Jaomelf the town next in importanoe. We anmd d3L it 
shortly after daybreak. The honaes, whieh are white, 
looked cheerful in the sunHght. Harbour there was none, 
but au open roadstead into which the swell of the sea sets 
heavily, curling over a long ooial reef, which forms a 
partial shelter. The monnfiSn range roee behind, eloping 
off into rounded woody Tuils. Hero wero the feeding 
grounds of the lierds of wild cattle which tempted the 
buccaneers into the island, and from which they took their 
name. The shore was abrapt; the land broke off in elifb of 
ooralroek tinted brilliantly with wionseoloiirB. OnerBther 
striking whito elif^ a ship's offioer assured me, was ehalk; 
adding flint when I looked incredulous. EUs geological 
education was imperfect. We brought up a mile outside 
the black dty. Xhe boat was lowered. None of the other 
passengers Tolnnteered to go with me; the Engliah are 
ont of favour in Hayti just now; the captain dieoooraged 
landings out of mere curiosity ; and, indeed, the officer with 
the mails had to reassure himself of Captain W 's con- 
sent before he wonld take me. The presenee of Enropeans 
in any form is barely tolerated. L few only ore allowed to 
remain about the ports, just as the Irish say they let a 
few Dai ii s 1 1 main in Dublin and Waterford after the battle 
of Clontarfy to attend to the ignoble business of trade. 

The eonntiy after the green of the Antilles looked 
brown and parched. In the large ifilands the wintor 
months are dry. As we approached the reef we saw the 
long hills of water turn to emerald as they rolled up the 
shoal, then combing and breaking in cataracts of snow- 
white fioam. The officer in charge took me within oar^s 
length of the rook to try my nerves, and the sea, he did 
not fail to tell me, swarmed with sharks of the worst pro- 
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j pcnaities. Two ^teamers were lying inside, one of whiohy 
I belonging to an English company, had * happened a mis- 
fortune,' and wainbreaking up as a deserted wreck. A 
Yankee clipper e^ooner had just come in wXli Bali fish 
and eraekcre— tf'mTtgnlarly beantiliil veeae!, mth immenaa 
beam, which would have startled the builders of the Cowee 
racers. It was precisely like the schooner which Tom 
Ctingle oommamied before the dockyard martinets had 
im^nmd her into ngUneee, boill on the lines of the old 
furaie eraft of the ifllande, when the Uvea and fortanee of 

men hung on the extra speed, or the point which they 
could Ue closer to the wind. lier return cargo would be 
coffee and bananas. 

Rwgii'AmAii man ahoat in Jaomel as if ihq^ were 
ishamed of fhemselTes among tiieir dusky kwds and 

Tiiasterti. I observed the Yankee skipper paddling liim- 
seU oft in a canoe with his broad straw hat and his 
mg^ in his mouth, looking as if all the world belonged to 
fantt» and ae if all the worlds and the Hayti Uaoks in 
partienlar, were aware of the feet. The Yankee, whether 
we like it or not, is the acknuwledged auvereign in these 
waters. 

The hMidmg plaoe was, or had been, a jetty bniit on 
piles and boarded orer. Half the piles were broken ; 

the planks had rotted and fallen through. The swell was 
rolling home, and we had to step out quickly as the boat 
rose on the crest of the wave. A tattered crowd of negroes 
were loafing about vanonsly dressed* none» however, en- 
tiiely withont clothes of so me khad . One of them did kmdly") 
give me a huud, oL.^ti ving that I was less lij^ht of foot than 
once i might have been. ^Eejigeui s office was close by."] 
I asked the head clerk — ^a Fregjohman — to find me a guide 
tfaroni^ the town* He called one of the bystanders whom 
he knew» and we started ^^5 ier, I and my black 0Qm« 
pauiou, to see as much as could iii the hour which 
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WftS allowed me. The language was less hopeless than at 
Domimca. We lound that we could imderBtand ea^^h 
other — hi^ me, tolerably; I, him, in fragmentB, to iuB 
tongae went as fiuit ae a shuttle. Thoo^ it was elfll 
barely eight o'clock the sun was scalding. The streets 
were filth v and the stench abominable. The houses were 
of white stone, and of some pretensions, but ragged aud 
||anmTiting— paint nowhere, and the woodwork of the win- 
dows and verandahs monldy and worm-eaten. The in* 
habitants swarmed as in a St. Giles's rookery. I suppose 
they were all out of doors. If any were left at home 
■ Jacmei must have been populous as an African ant-s* 
nest. As I had looked for p othing better than a Kaffir 
kraal, the degree of eiyiliafttion was more than I eipeete(L 
I expressed my admira tion o f the buildings ; my guide was 
gratilied, and pointed outj^ me with evident pride a new 
hotel or boarding house kept by a Madam Somebody who 
was the great lady of tBepTace^ MfyiftiwA EUemtae 



sitting in a shady balo^^.^^^^^ ^® first-floor windows* 

8he was a large menacing- looking muhitto, like some 
ogresB of the * Arahian inights,' capable of devouring, if she 
found them palatable* any nnmber of salt babies. I took 
off my hat to this formidable dame» which she did not 
condescend to notice, and we passed on. A few hooses in 
the outskirts stood in gardens with inclosures about them. 
There is some trade iu the place, aud there were evidently 
iMnilies» negro or European, who lived in lees equslid 
style than the generality. There was a governor thete» 
my guide informed me^ — an ornamental personage, mneh 
respected. To my question wlietlicr he had any sokliers, I 
was answer! (I ' No; ' the Haytians didn't like soldiers. I was 
to understand, however, that they were not common hlaoks. 
They aspired to be a conunonwealth with puUie rights and 
alliances, llayti a republic, Tranec a republic: France 
and Hayti good irieuds now. They had a French bishop 
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and French priests and^ French cnrrency. In spite of 
their land laws, they were j)roud of their affinity with the 
great nation ; and I heard aflerwarde, though not from my | 
iacmel oompanion, thfi the better part of the Haytians 
would welcome back the French dominion if they were not 
afraid tliat the Yankees would disapi>r2Yfi*-J 

My guide persisted in leading me outside the town, and 
aa my time wae Uooitedi I tried in varioiiB mys to indnce 
bim to take me back into K. He maintained, however, tfaaT^ 

he had been told to showTne whatever was most interest- 



ing, and I found that I was t o se e an American windmill- 
pump which had been just erected to supply Jacmel with 
fraefa water, Itwaathe fire fihat hadbeen eeeninthe ialanST^ 
and wat a wonder of wondSsT" DoobtleaB it implied ' pro* 
gross,' and would assiot in the much-needed ablution of 
the streets and kennels. ^"TlQu ked at it and admired, and ^ 
having thus done homage, I wae allowed my own way. 



It was market day. T he Y ankee cargo had been un- 7 
loaded, and a great open spaeeln front of the cathedral was 

covered with stalls or else Blankets stretched on poles to keep 1 
the Bun olT, where hundreds o f Hay tian dames were sitting * 
or standing disposing of their wares — spiles of salt fisGT") 
piles of oobured calicoes, ^DiyesT scissors, combs, and 
brushes. Of home produce there were great baskets of 
loaves, fruit, vep^etables, and^ Wtcher's meat on slabs. I 
looked inquisitively at these last ; but I acknowledge that 
I saw no joints of saqneiouB appearance. Children were 
running about in thousands, not the least as if they were 
in fear of being sacrificed, and babies hung upon their 
mothers as if natural affection existed in Jacmel as much 
as in other places. I asked no compromising questions, 
not wishing to be torn in pieces. Sir Spencer St. John's 
book has been heard of in Hayti, and the anger about it is 
considerable. The scene was interesting enough, but the 
smeli was unendurable. The wild African black is not 
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. /^itky in Ms nshural sftate. He imdiai mneb, and, as wild 
L/(^animalB do, at least tries to keep himself clear of vermin . The 
QS^ ^ blacks in Jacmei appeared (like the same ftnimRlH as soon 
as they m domfistieated) to lose the aenae whieh bdongB 
io fhem in their wild conditian. My piigiidioes, if I have 
any, had not blinded me to the good qualities of the men 
and women in Duminica. Ijk) not think it was prejudice 
wholly which made me think the faces wiiich I saw in 
\ Hayti the nmt zepnlaiTe wfiioh Ihadem Been inthe worldt 
I or Jaemel itself, taken fS all in all, the fonlest, dirtiflBt, 
and nastiest of hmnan fiabit ations. j The dirt, however, I 

^ """""" 

wili do them the justice to aay did not seem to extend to 
' their churches. The cat£edral stood at the upper end oi 
the market plaoe. I we£rn i . It was airy, oooli-and decent- 
looking. Some priests werejaying mass, and there was a 
fairly large congregation. I wished to get a nuait;r bight 
of the altar and the imageslind pictures, imagining that 
in Hayti the sacred personiTmight assume a darker ooloor 
than in £iirq>e ; bat I eonOTnot reaoh the ehanoel withonfc 
disturbing people who ^rm saying their prayers, and, 
to the disappointment of my companion, who btxkoiud 

te on, and would have cleared a wa^ lor me« I oontroiied 
y enriosity and withdrew^ 
My hour's leaye of absence was expired. I made my way 
baek to the landing place, where thefiail steamer's boat waa 
waithig for me. On the steamer herself the passengers 
were waiting impatiently for breakfast, which had been pot 
off ononraooonnt. We harried on board at oor best speed; 
bat before breakfast eoold be thought of, or any oChflr 
thing, 1 had to strip and plunge into a bath and wash 
y away the odour of the great negro republic of the West 

V which clung to my clothes and skin. 

I Leaving Jaemel and its aasociatiana, we ran all day 

X along the land, skirting a range of splendid mountains be- 

tween seven and eight thousand feet high ; past the ltde a 
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Vache ; past the bay of Cayes, once famous as the haunt of 
the aea-rovers ; past Cape Tubiron, the Cape of Sharks. At 
evening ire were in the channel which divides St. Domingo 

from Jamaiea. Captain inaiated to me that thia was 

the scene of Bodney'e action, and he pointed oat to me the 
headland under which the British fleet had been lying. 
He was probably right in saying that it was the scene 
<xf some action of Bodney's^ for there is hardly a comer 
of the West Indies where he did not leave behind him 
the print of his cannon shot ; but it was not the scene 
of the great fight which saved the British Empire. That 

was below the cliffs of Dominica; and Capt ni^ W , as 

many others have done, was eonfoondii^; Dwinioa with 
St. Domingo. 

The next morning we were to anchor at Port Royal. 
We had a Jamaica gentleman of some consequence on 
board. I bad failed so far to make acquaintance with him, 
but on this last evening he joined me on deck, and I gladly 
used the of^Mnrtonity to learn something of the present 
condition of things. I was mistaken in expecting to find a 
more vigorous or more sanguine tone of feeling than I had 
left at the Antilles. There was the same despondency, 
the same sense ^t their state was hopdees^ and that no- 
tiling which they oonM themselves do woold mend it. He 
himself, for instance, was the owner of a large sugar estate 
which a few years ago was worth 60,00(U. It was not en- 
eombered. He was his own manager, and had spared no 
eoet in providing the newest machinery. Tet» with the pre* 
sent prices and withtherefhsalof the American Commercial 
Treaty, it would not pay the expense of cultivation. He 
held on, for it was all that he could do. To sell was im^ 
possible, for no one would buy even at the price of the 
stoek on the land. It was the same story which I had 
heard everywhere. The expenses of tiie administratioin, 
this gentleman said, were out of all proportion to the 
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raovroes of the island, and were yearly moreaauig. The 

planters had governed in the old days as the English 
landlords had governed Ireland. They had governed 
cheaply and on their own resources. They had authority ; 
they wore respected; their word was law* Now their 
power had been taken from them, and made over to paid 
offioials, and the expense was doable what it used to be. 
Between the demands made on them in the form of taxation 
and th(j fall in the vakii; ol their produce tiieir backs were 
iHreaking, and the 'landed interest* would oome to an 
end. I asked him, as I had asked many persooB without 
getting a satisfaotoiy answer, what he thoo^t thai the 
Imperial (jovemment conld do to mend matters. He 
seemed to think that it was too late to do an>i;hing. The 
blacks were increasiug bo fast, and the white iu^uence was 
diminishing so last, that Jamaica in a lew years would be 
another Hayti. 

In this gentleman, too, I fonnd to my mmm that there 
was the same lougin*^ for admission to the ^Vmerican Union 
which X had left behind me at the Antilles. In q>ite of 
soldiers and the naval station, the old oonntry was still 
looked upon as a stepmother, and of genuine loyally thece 
was, aocOTding to him, little or nothing. If the West IMies 
were ever to become prosperous again, it could only he when 
they were annexed to the United States. For th<^ preisent, 
at least, he admitted that annexation was impossible. Not 
0Q aooount of any possible objeotion on the part of the 
British Government ; it seems to be assumed by eveiy one 
thai tlio British Gk)vemment cares nothing what they do; 
nor wholly on acconnt of the objections of the Americans, 
though he aduiiiled that the Americans were miwillmg to 
xeoeive them ; bat beoause in the existing state of feeling 
such a ehange could not be carried out without dvil war. 
In Jamaica, at least, the blaeks and mulaitoee would resist. 
There were nearly 7U0,UiX) of them, while of the whites 
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there were bat 15,000, and the relfttive numbers were every 

year becuuiLiig more unfavourable. The blacks knew that 
under England they had nothing to fear. They would have 
ewything more and more their own iroy» and in a abort 
time they expected to have the island to themBotTes. They 
nug^t collect arms $ they might do what they pleased, and 
no English officer dared to use rough meaeuros w ith them ; 
whik» if they belonged to the Union, the whites would re> 
eofer anthorily one way or another. The Amerioans were 
ready with their rifles on oooaBions of disorder^ and their 
own eountrymen did not eall them to acooimt for it as 
we did. The blacks, therefore, preferred the liberty which 
they had and the proepeote to which tlu y looked forward, 
and they and the mulattoes also would fight, and fight des- 
perately, before they would allow themselves to be made 
American citizens. 

The prospect which Mr. laid before me was not 

a beautiful one, and waa coming a ste[> nearer at each 
adTanee that was made in the direction of constitutional 
self-government ; for, like every other person with whom I 
spoke on the subject, he said emphatically that Euroi)ean.s 
would not remain to be ruled under a black reprebentative 
system ; nor would they take any part in it when they 
would be so overwhelmingly outvoted and outnumbered. 
They would sooner forfint all that they had in the world 
and go away. An effective and economical administration 
on the Indian pattern might have saved ail a few years 
ago. It was too late now, and Jamaica was past recovery. 
At this rate it was a sadly altered Jamaica smoe Tom 
Oringle*B time, though his friend Aaron even then had 
seen what was probably coming. But I could not accept 

entirely all that Mr. had been saying, and had to dis- 

count the natural irritation of a man who sees his fortune 
sliding out of his hands. Moreover, for myself I never listen 
much to a desponding person. Bven when a cause is lost 



Digitized by Google 



Z9» TBB ENGUSH W THE WEST INDIES 

utterly, and no rational hope lemains, I would still 90 
down, if it faad to be so, with my spirit nnhroken and my 

face to the enemy. Mr. perhaps would recover heart 

if the price of sugar mended a little, i^'or my own part, I do 
not oare mnch whether it mends or not. The eeonondes of 
flie islands on^t not to depend exehiBiveiy on any single 
artide of prodnee. I beUere, too, in spite of gloomy pro- 
gnostics, that a loyal and prosperous Jamaica is still among 
the pOrtSibiliUtri of the future, if we will but titudy in earnest 

the character of the problem. Mr. , however, did most 

leaUy oomray to me the eonviotions of a large and in- 
flnential body of West Indians — oonTietions on wbiflh tiuy 
are already acting, and ytSk aet more and more. With 
Hayti bo close, and with opinion in England indifferent to 
what becomes of them, they will clear out while they have 
something left to lose, and will not wait till ruin is npco 
them, or till th^y are ordered off the land by a Uaek legis- 
latore. There is a sayingin Hayti that the white man has 
no rights which the blacks are bound to recognise* 

I walked forward after we had done talking. We had 
five hundred of the poor creatures on board on their way to 
the Barien pandemoniom* The vessel was rolling with a 
heavy beam sea. I fomid the whole mass of them redooed 
into tlie condition of the pigs who need to occupy the foce- 
deck in the Cork and Bristol packets. They were lying in a 
confused heap together, helpless, miserable, without con- 
sciousness apparently, save a sense in each that he was 
wretehed. Unfortunate brothers-in-law! foUowing the 
laws of political economy, and carrying their labour to the 
dearest market, where, before a year was out, half of them 
were to die. They had -mil^, too, some of them, and 
honest and kindly hearts. I observed one man who was 
suffering less than the rest reading aloud to a prostrate 
group a chapter of the New Testament; another was read- 
ing to himself a French Gatholio book <tf deYotum. 
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The dawn ims breaking in the east when I came on 

deck in the morning. The Blue Mountains were hanging 
over on our right hand, the peaks buried in white mist 
which the unrisen sun was faintly tinting with orange. 
We had passed Morant Bay, the eoene of Qordcm's rash 
attempt to imitate Tonssaint rOovertmre. Ae so often in 
the Antilles, a level plain stretched hetween the sea and 
the base of the hills, formed by the debris washed down by 
the rivers in the rainy season. Among cane fields and 
eoooa-nnt groTes we saw houses and the ohimneys of the 
sugar fiustories ; and, as we came nearer, we saw men and 
horses ^o'nv^ to their early work. PreBently Kinf:jst()n itself 
came in sight, and Up Park Camp, and the white barracks 
high up on the mountain side, of which one had read and 
beard so much. Here was actually Tom Cringle's Kingston, 
and between ns and the town was the long sand spit which 
incloses the lasfoon at the head of which it is built. How 
this natural breakwater had been deposited I could lind 
no one to tell me. It is eight miles long, rising but a few 
tot above the water-line, in places not more than thirty 
yards across — nowhere, except at the extremity, more than 
sixty or ;i liuii<lred. The thuiitlering swell of the CaiMhltean 
Sea breaks upon it from year's end to year's end, and never 
washes it any thinner. Where the sand is dry, beyond the 
vsaeh of the waves, it is planted thickly aU along with 
pahna, and appears from the sea a soft green line, over 
which appear the masts and spars of the vessels at an- 
chor in the harbour, and the higher houses of Kingston 
itself. To reach the opening into the lagoon you have to run 
an to the end of the sandbank, where there is a peninsula 
on which is bnilt the Port Boyal so famous in West Indian 
story. Halfway down among the palms the lighthouse 
stands, from which a gun was fired as we piissed, to give 
notice that the English mail was coming in. Treaoherona 
coral reefii rise out of the deep water for several mflee, 

0 
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scmieimdermkraiidTisibteimlybyfh^ am lliani, 

others fonning into low wooded lalandfl. Only local piloti 

can take a ship safely through these powerful natural de- 
fence works. Tliere are but two channels through which 
the lagoon can be approached. The eastcrTi passage, along 
whieh we were steammg, nms so near the shore that an 
enemy's ship would be destroyed by the batteries among 
the sandhills Ion*:; before it could reach the mouth. The 
western passage is less intricate, but that also is com- 
manded by powerful forts* In old times Kingston was mi* 
altaokable, so strong had the position been made by nators 
and art oombined. It eould be shelled now over the spit 
from the open sea. ll might be destroyed, but even so 
oould not easily be taken. 

. I do not know that I have ever seen any seene mofs 
interesting than that which broke npon my eyes as ws 
lotmded the point, and the lagoon opened ont before me. 

Kingston, which we had passed half an hour before, lay 
six miles off at the head of it, now inside the sand ridge, 
blue and hasy in the distance. At the back were the 
mottntains. The mist had melted off, standing in diadovy 
grey masses with the smi rising behind themi Lmn^ 
diately in front were the dockyards, forts, and towers of 
Port Boyal, with the guardship, gunboats, and tenders, with 
street and terrace, roof and turret and glistening vane, all 
dearly and sharply defined in the exquisite transparau^of 
the air. The associations of the place no doubt added to 
the impression. Before the first hut was run up in Kings- 
ton, Port Boyal was the zendeavoos of all English ships 
which, for spml or commerce, frequented the West Indtan 
seas. Here the bnoeaneers sold their plunder and squan- 
dered iliiii ^diiib in gamblin;^ :uid riot. Here in the lator 
century of legitimate wars, whole lieetb were ^thered 
take in stores, or refit when shattered by engagements. 
Here Nelson had been, and CoUingwood and Jervia, and sfl 
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oar ofther itKfil heroes. Here prisee were broo^t in for 
adjndieatioD» and pirates to be tried and hanged. In this 

spot more than in any other, beyond Great Britain her- 
self, the pnerpy of the Empire once was throb) ting. The 
* Urgent,' an old two-decker» and three gunboata were all that 
were now floating in the once oorowded water ; the * Urgent/ 
no longer eqoipped fo active Berriee, imperfeeUy armed, 
inadequately manned, but etfi flannting the broad white 
ensign, and grand witli tlu !if)n8eB which luv Uliijxl lu r. 
There woro bai lories at the point, and battehee on the op- 
posite shore. The morning Sngle rang oat dear and in- 
qpurittng from the town, and white eoata and gold and aiiver 
faiee glaneed in and ont as men and officers were passing 
to piixadc. lUrv, at anr rate, England was still alive. 

The rliauuel at Die m trance io a mile iu width. The 
kgDon {iho open part of it) may be seten or eight miles 
long and half as many broad. '"It forms the moodth of the 
Cobre riw, one of the largest in Jamaica, on which, ten 
raOes up, stands the original Koarof government established 
by ihv Spaaiardh, and calird afl« r tlum Spanish Town. 
The ia^hionof paht times, as old ti,s Uu tiuu ^ of Thucydidee, 
and oonUnned on till the end '6! the last century, was to 
choose the sites for important towns in estnaries, at a dis- 
tanee from the sea, to be ont of the reach of piraka.- ^ 
Tin C<)l»i( . ruiniiii!^ down from Sjmnish Town, turns the 
plain throui;)i which it flows into a bwamp. The bwciuip 
covers itself with mangroves, and the mangroves fringe the 
shore of the lagoon itself for two-thirds of its circuit* As 
Jamaica grew in wealth anT population the trade was 
carried from Port Royal deeper into the bay. AnothS^ 
t^wn sprang up there, cajled Kinc^'s I'own, or shortly 
'liiogston.' The a<hiiinistration waii reuiovi<i tliithcr for 
eonwnience, and though hUTen away from its old conse- 
qqenoe, Kingston, with its extended saburbe, its chnrchea 
and waidioases, and large mansions orerhnng with trees, 

OS 
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looks at a distance like a place of oonddemtion. Manj ships 
lay along the wharves, or anchored a few cables' distance 
aSL Among them were a coup le of bpauibh frigates, which 
vemain th«re in pemumence on the watoh for leAigeee 
from Ooba. On the the town, tti fitt ai cj^e 

^onld Bee, were the onoe splendid estates of the sugar 
princes of the hist centui v. One of them was pointed out 
to me as the West Indian home of the author of ' Tool 
Cringle.* 

Wo had to stop for a few minntes as the officer of the 
port eame alongside for the nuuls. We then iraat on at 

reduced speed. The lagoon is generally shoal. A deep 
water channel mns along the side of it wliich is farthest 
from the sea ; made, X suppose, by the riT6r, for as usual 
tiiere is little tide or none. "Balfway np we passed under 
the walls of Fort Angnata^ now* a rain and almost deserted, 
hut onoe monnting a hundred gnns. The money whieh 
we spent on the defence of .Janiaica in the old times was 
not always laid out wisely, as will be seen in an account 
whieh I shall have to give of this remarkable strnctnze; 
bat, at any rate, we were lavish^jU 

Of the sharks with which^the water need to swarm we 
saw none. Port Royal Jack j,nd his kindred are said to 
have disappeared, driven or frighitia«-d out h}' the screws of 
the steamers. But it is not aj)lace which I should ohooaa 
lor a swim. Nor did the nigger boys seem as aniioiis as I 
had seen them in other spotA^ dive for suqwnees nnder 
the ship's side. ^ 

N I account is made of days when you come into port 
after a voyage. Cargoes have to be landed, or coal has to 
be taken in. The donkey jepgines are at work, hoisting 
peeking eases and luggage oot of the bold. Stewacds nm 
to and fro, and 8tate*room*^oQrs are opened, and busy 
figm^s are seen through eachTjstuffing their portmini leans 
and preparing for depai ture. The church bells at iimgstont 
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ringing to earlj servioei ranmded me thai it Sancbj. 
We faronght up at a jettyi raj I Gannot say that, doee at 
handf the town was as attraotiye ae it had appeared when^ 

first 1 siiw it. The enchantment was gone. The bhie haze 
oi distance gave place to re^ty. The water was so fetid 
under the ahip's nde that it oould not he pumped into the 
hatha. Odours, not Arahian^^Jrom open drains reminded 
me of JaemeL The streets, up which I oould see from the 
afterdeck, looked dirty and the houseH shabby. Dock» 
and wharves, however, arc never the brightest part of any 
toim^ English or foieign. fheie were people enough at 
any rate, and white fawsee enopgh among them. Gang- 
ways ware rigged from the ship to the shore, and ladies 
and gentlemen rushed on Coard to meet their friendo. 
The companies' agents appealed in the captain's cabin* 
Porters were aeramhling lor Js8M^9 poshing, shofing, 
and swearing. Passengers who had come out with ns, and 
had never missed attendance at the breakfast table, were 
hurrying home unbreakfasted to their wives and families. 
My own plans were unoertamT I had no friends, not even 
an aoqnaintanoe. I knew nofcigg of the hotels and lodging 
booses, save that they had generally a doohtfol repotation. 
I had brought with me a letter of introduction to Sir H. 
Korman, the governor, but Sir Henry had gone to England. 
(>ii the whole, I thought it best to inclose the letter to Mr. 
Walker, the Colonial Seor^^j, who I onderstood was in 
Kingston, with a note asking for advice. This I sent hy a 
messenger. Mt:ni while 1 stayed on board to look about 
me from the deck. The bhip^was to go on the next morn- 
ing to the canal works at Daiien. Time was precious. 
Immediately on arriving she had hegon to take in coal, 
Snnday though it might he,'^d a singular speotade it 
was. The coal v;i rd wus close bv, uml some hundreds of 
negroes, women and men, but women in four times the 
nomber, weie hard at work. The entire process was by 
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hand and basket, each basket holding from eighty to % 
himdred poondB wei^i. Two pianks weie laid down ai a 
sleep indme firam the ship's deck to the yard. Smngmg 

their loads on their heads, er^^jis statues, and with a step 
elastic as a racehorse's, they imii ehed up one of tlie planks, 
emptied their baskets into the coal bunkers, and ran down 
the other. Bound and roun j^^iej went under the blaang 
snn all the momiBg through, and round and roond they 
would continue to go all the afternoon. The men took it 
comparatively easy. The women dew along, laughing, 
and clamouring, as if not knowing what weariness was — 
wiOing beasts of burden, for they had the care upon tiiem 
of their children ; the men disclaiTning all responwbflftws 
on that iicort , aiier the l>abu's have been once brouji^ht into 
the world. The poor women are content with the arrange- 
ment, which they prefer to what they would regard aa legal 
bondage. They earn at this coaling work seven or ei^t 
shillings a day. If they were "(^es, their hnsbands would 
take it from them and spend it^iu rum. The companion 
who is not a wife can refuse and keep her earningb for her 
little ones. If black snffinge is to be the rule in Jamaica, 
I would take it away from the men and would give it 
to the superior sex. The women are the working bees of 
the hive. They would make a tolerable nation of black 
amazons, and the hnbu^ would not he ofered to Jumbi. 

When I had finished my meditations on the coaling 
women, there were other black creatures to wonder at ; 
great boobies or pelicans, old acquaintances of the Zoo- 
logical Gardens, who act as .sea^engert5 in these waters. 
We had perhaps a couple of dozen of them round us aa 
large as vultures, ponderous and sleepy to look at when 
squatting on rocks or piles, overweighted by their enormoos 
billw. On the wing they wen^ antonishingly swift, wheeling 
iu airai«s, till they could hx their prey with their eyes, 
pouncing upon it with a violent slanting plunge. I 
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Buppose their beaks might be broken if they struck direotij^^^ 
hut I nerer saw one miss i te aim * Nor do Ihey ever go^ 
below ihe snr&oe, bat Beise always what 10 dose to it* I 

was told — I do not know how truly — that like the diablots * 
in Domiaicay they nest in Hie mountains and only come 
down to the sea to feed^^^J" 

Hearing thati was in Beax^hof qnartera, a Misa Bmtoa, 
a handscmie mulatto woman, eame up and introdneed 
herself to me. Hotels ai ilit Jhi^Hsh West Indies are 
generally detestable. This dame had set up a boarding 
house on improved principles, or rather two boarding 
hoaeee^ between which she invited me to take my ohoioe» 
one in the eabmrbs of Eij g ton, one on the bank of a river 
in a rocky gorge in the" JJluo Mountains. In either of 
these she promised that she would make me happy, and I 
do not doubt that she would have sneceededy for her fame 
had spread through all Jamaioa, and her fiwie was as meny 
SB it was honest. As it tamed ont I was provided ftxr 
elsewhere, and 1 lost the chance of lUiiknig an acquaint- 
ance which 1 should have valued. When she spoke to me 
■he seemed a very model of vigour and health. She died 
suddenly while I was in the ishmdLJ 

It was still early. When the vessel was in some order 
again, and those who were going on hliore had dih.ii)i)eared, 
the rest of us were called down to breakfast to taste some 
oC those Jamsiea delicacies on which Paul Gelid was so 
eloqaent. The froit was thrchief attraction : pmeapples, 
of which one can eat as mnob as one likes in these 
conntrics with lUimunity from after sutYt ring ; oranges, 
more excellent than even those of Grenada and i )ominica ; 
shaddocks, admirable as thatjnemorable one which sednoed 
Adam; and for the first time mangoes, the fiunons Nmnber 
Eleven of which I had heard such high report, and was now 
to taste. The EnglLih gai'deners can do much, but tliey 
cannot ripen a Komber Eleven, and it is too delicate to 
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Ilili tarn age. It must be eaten in the tropics or nowhere. 
The luan^o ib ihu hize and shape of a swan's ejicr, *'l a 
iud4j yellow colour when ripe^ and in flavour like au 
exoeptionaUy good apriooft» wiib/b vecy elighi mtunalion of 
iesiii« The stone is disproportionately Iftrge* The fleoh 
adheres to it, and one abandons as hopeless &e attempt 
to eat mangoes with clean hps and lingers. The epicures 
insist that they should be eaten only in a bath. 

The heat was eonaiderahtei and the ieasi of fmit urns 
the more welcome. Soon after the Odonial Secretary 
pditely answered my note 'S^person. In the absenee of 
the tj^overnor of a colony, the colonial accrulaiy, -d.^ a 
rule, takes Iub place. In Jamaica, aud wherever we 
have a garrison, the commander of the forces becomes 
acting governor; X eupposn^ecaiise it is not oonvenieiil 
to place an oflScer of hi^ military rank under the ordefs 
of a civiUan who is not the direct representative of the 
so vt reign. In the gentleman who now called on me I 
found au old acquaintance'whom I had known as a boy 
many years ago. He toid me that, if I had made no other 
•nangunentSt Colonel J— » who was tiie present ohie( 
was expecting me to be his guest at the 'Eing*s House' 
during niy stay in Jamaica. My relueULUue to trespass on 
the hospitaUty of an entire stranger was not to be allowed. 
Soldiers who have distinguished themselves are, next to 
lawyers, the most agreeable peoj^ to be met with, and 
when I was convinced that I shoold realfy be wdcome, I 
had no other objection. An aide-de-camp, I was told, 
would c;dl for me in the afternouu. Meanwhile the secre- 
tary sti^ed with me for an hour or two, and I was ahiiy to 
learn something authentic £rom him as to the general oon* 
. dilion of things. I had not given entire credit to the re* 
presentations of my planter friend of the evening before. 
' Mr. Walker took a more cheerful view, and, although the 
proi>|H.H:tii weie not as bright as they might be, he aaw 
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no reiisuii for despondeucy. ^__§agar was down oi cuursii. 
The poUio debt had inoreaaed, and taxation was heavy. 
Many genttomfin in Jamaica;^ in the Aw^iw^ ^rere Bell- 
ing^ or trying to sell, their eet^ea and go ont of it. On 7 

tlie other luuul, exi)en8efl of^^veniment were beiii^ re- 
duced, and tile revenue showed a siurplus. The fruit trade 
with the United Statea was grSwuig» and praniaed to grow 
■iiUftirther. Ameriean i^talSS had eome into the laland, 
•ad were experimenting on YwJSSk indnstriea. The woi^iSP 
treaty with America woiiM uaiui aUy have been welcome ; 
but Jamaica was less dependent on its sugar crop^ and the 
aelion of the ^itiah Go?enunent waa leaa keenly reeented. 
In the Anti]]e6» the GokniianSeontaxy admitted, there 
migbt be a desire for annSation to the United Statea, 
and Jamaican landowners had certainly expressed the same 
wish to myself. Mr. Walker, however, assured me that, wliile 
the biaoka would oppoae it unanimonely, the feeling if it 
eaated at all among the wfiiea, was eonfined as yet to a 
▼ery few persons. They had'T^n English for 230 years, 
aud the large majority of them wished to remain English. 
There had been suffering among them ; but there had been 
taifanng in other plaoes besides Jamaica. Better timea 
mi^t periiaps be ooming with^ the opening of the Darien 
^uial, when Kuigston niigfTt hope to become again the 
centre of a trade. Of the uegioea, both men and women, 
Mr. Walker spoke exttem^y^voarabiy. They were far 
less indolent tbsn they were supposed to be ; they were 
settling on the waste lanSs, aeqniring property, growing 
yams and oranges, and iiarniing no one ; they had no 
grievance left ; they knew tty and were pertectly contented. 

As Mr* Walker was an '^oisd, I did not ask him about 
the working of the recent cfianges in the eonstitation ; nor 
could he have properly answ&ed me if I had. The state 
of things is briefly this : Jamaica, after the hist settlement, 
received a parliamentary form of government, modelled on 
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that of Ireland, the colonial liberties being restricted hy a 
law amilogous to Poynings' Act. The legislature, so con- 
structed, of course represonted the white interest only and 
was entirely oompoeed of whites. It remained snbetanlially 
unaltered till 1858, when modifteationB were made whieli 
admitted colonred men to the snffirage, thoo^ wHh so high 
a franchi.se as to be almost exclusive. It became generally 
felt that the franchise would have to be extended. A 
popular movement, led by Mr. Gordon^ who was a member 
of the legislatore, developed into a riot, into bloodshed and 
panic. Gordon was hanged by a eoqrt-martial, and ttie 
assembly, aware that, if allowed to exist any longer, it could 
exist only with the broad admission of the ne^i-o vote, pro- 
nounced its own dissolution, surrendered its powers to the 
Crown, and represented tomaUy ' that nothing bnt a Btroog 
government could prevent the island from li^psing into ibe 
condition of Hayti.* 

The surrender was accepted. ^Jamaica was administered 
till within the last three years by a governor, officials, and 
council, all nominated by the Qneen. No dissatiefactiop 
had been expressed, and the ^aoks at least had enjoyed 
a prosperity and tranqoillity wEich had been unbroken by 
a single disturbance. If the island has suffered, it has 
teUliered from causes with which political dissali-laction lias 
had nothing to do, and which, tin refore, politicai changes 
cannot remove. In 1884 Mr. Gladstone's Government, for 
reasons which I have not been able to ascertain, revived 
suddenly the representative system ; ofmstrncted a council 
composed equally of nominated and of elected members, 
and placed the fiaiu hise so low as to mciude practically 
ev^ negro peasant who possessed a hnt and a garden. 80 
long as the Grown retains and exerdses its power of nomi- 
nation, no worse results can ensue than the inevitable 
discontent w hen the votes of the elected members are dis- 
regarded or overborne. But to have ventured so important 
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iin alteration \wth the intejition of Icavin;^ it without 
further extension would liave l>et;n uji act of gratuitouB 
ioUjt of which h would be inigofisible to imagine an Engtiah 
Mbinei to hftve been etpftble. ^It ia therefore aaBomed sad 
onderatood to have been no more than an initial step to- 
waids paHsing on the uiuiia^^'riiK iit of Jamaic a to the hlack 
constitumeies. It ha^* \mGi\ **u construicl in tlic other 
islan i \ uul wa8 the occasion of the agitation in Trinidad 
which I observed when I waa fbere. 

Mj own qpsnion aa to the wiadomof anoh an experiment 
maitm little : bnt I haTe a right to say that neither blaeka 
liur whitt s havf asked for it; that iiu one who kimws any- 
thing of the West Indies and wiahes them to remain Engliah 
nneerely aaked for it ; that no one agitated to it save a 
law newapaper writers and soulattoea whom it wonld rai^ 
into eonaeqnenee. If tried at]^, it will be tried either with 
a dtUberate int<3ntion uf cutting Jainaiea fre<" from us alto- 
gether, or elise iii deference'to Englinh [jolilieal tiU{»er8ti- 
tions, which attribute anpematural virtues to the exeroiBe 
of the franchise, and assome that a form of self-govemmenl 
which soita na tolerably at home wiU be equally beneficial 
in all countries and under alljconditions. 
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CHAPT£B XUI. 

The English mails — Iridi agitation — Two kinds of oolonies — Indian 
tdBiiiiiglmikm'---H6w fast appliMUa in Ilia Wati Indiaa— Xaal 

Kingston— GoTcmment House— Dinn«r party — Interesting officer — 
Majuba Hill— Mountain station— KingBton ookntiaa^TolMOQO— Yftlky 
in the Blue Mountains. 

I AM reminded as I write of an adventure wiiich befell 
Archbishop Whately soon after his promotion to the see of 
Dnbliiu On arriving in IreT^d he saw thai the peofie 
were nuBeraUe. The caase,1n hia mind, "was their ignor- 
anoe of poiiiieal eoonomy, of wMofa he had himself written 
what he regarded as an excellent m inuiil. An Irish 
translation of this manual he conceived would be the best 
poesihle medioine» and he commissioned a native Soripture 
reader to make one. To msoie correetness he required 
the reader to retranslate toliim what he had written liiie 
hy line. He observed that the man as he read turned 
sometimes two pages at a time. The text went on cor- 
recUy, bat his quick eye ^j>erceiT6d that something was 
written on the intenrening leaves, fie insisted on know- 
ing what it was, and at*1ast extcvted an eipianatkm* 
*Tonr Oraoe, me and my eomrade conceived that it was 
mighty dry reading, so we have just interposed now and 
then a bit of a pawem, to help it forward, your Grace.* 
I am myself imitating the translators, and making sand* 
wiohes oat of politics and loosl descriptions. 

We had brought the English mails with ns. Therewsie 
letters to read winch hadlTeen in the ship with us, though 
out of our reach. There were the newspapers to read. 
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TI107 told me nothing bat the iraary round of Lrish out- 

rfi^'cs the rival remedies of Tory or Piatlical p tliticians 
who cared for Ireland less than I did, and considered only 
how to trim their sails to keep in office or to get it. How 
fltik one is of all thai I "^alf-a-doien timee at least in 
Anglo-Mdi history thingfluwe come to the same point. 
'All Ireland cannot govern Tlie Earl of Kildare,' said some'^ 7 
one in Henry VIII.'s privy council. Then answered Wolsey, 
IB the tone of Mr. Gladstone, ' Let the £arl of Eildare 
all Ireland.' Elisabeth wished to oonoiliate. 6han 
O'NeO, Desmond, Tyrone promised in torn to rule Irelaad 
in loyal Luiion with Enp^lanffunder Irish ideas. Lord Grey, 
who was for ' a Mahometan conquest, ' was censured and 
'girded at : ' yet the end was always broken heads. From | 
1$41 to 1649 an Lish parliament sat at Kilkenny, and 
Charles X. and the Tories dreamt of an alliance between 
Irish popiiy and Enjrlish loyalism. Chnrlefl lost his head, 
and Cromwell had to make an end of Irish self-government 
at Drogbeda and Wexford. TjQrconnell and James 11. were^ 
to repeal the Act of Settlen^ent and restore the forfeited 
lands to the old owners. The end of that came at the Bo3me 
and at Aglirim. Grattan would reniala* the Irish nation. 
The EngHsh Libeials sei^i Lord Fitzwilliam to help him, 
and the Saxon mastiff and tl^ Celtic wolf were to liye as 
brothers evermore. The result has been always the sameT^ 
the wretched country inflated with a dream of independence, 
and then trampled into mud again. So it has been. So it 
will be again. Ireland cannot be independent, for England 
iger than she, and^^mnok permit it. Yet nothing 
lets win satisfy her. An} so there has been always a 
weary round of fruitless concessions leading to demands 
which cannot be gratified, and in the end we are driven 
back upon foroe, which the miserable people lack the 
eonnge to enooimier like men. Mr. Gladstone's experi- 
ment diffiars only from its satecedents because in the past 



Digitized by Google 



9o6 THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

the English foiends of Irish liberty had a real hope that a 
teooQciliAtioii was possible. They beUeved in what they 
irare tiying to do. The present enteEprise Is the oreftiiaa 
of parliamentary &etion. I have nearer met ftny peraoit 

acquainted with the minds ajid motives of the pubHc men 
of the day who would not confess to me that, if it had 
suited the interests of the leaders of the present Badioal 
parfy to adopt the Irish poliey of flie Long Farhamenty 
their energy and their dognenge vonld have been equally at 
the service of the Protestant aaoendency, which they have 
now denounced as a upas tree. They even ask you with 
wide eyes what else you wouin expect ? 

ICr. Sexton says that if England means to goveni 
Ireland she most keep an army there as large as she keeps 
in India. England eonld govern Ireland in perfect peaeep 
without an army at all, if there was no faction in tlic House 
of Commons. Either paity government will destroy the 
British Empire, or the BrifiSi nation will make an end of 
party government on its present lines. There are somidB 
In the air like the oraekin^ of the ice of the Neva at the 
incoming of spring, as if a nobler spirit was at last awaking 
in US. In a few more years tlu-re may be no more Eadieals 
and no more Conservatives, and the nation will be all 
in all. 

Here is the answer to the qnestion so often asked. 
What is the nse of the colonies to ns ? The colonies are a 

hiuidrudfold multiplication of the area of our own limited 
islands. In taking poss(!SHion of so large a portion of the 
globe, we have enabled o^aelves to spread and increase 
and cany onrselveS) onr language and onr liberties^ into 
all climates and continentsT We overflow at home; there 
are too many of ns here al^^dy ; and if no lands belonged 
to us but Groat Britain and Ireland, we should become a 
small inaiguiiLcaat power beside the mighty nations which 
are fonning aronnd os. There is qMoe to hnndreds ol 
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nuQunui of 110 in the territories of whidi we and our 
fiihfira have possesBed oorselvee. In Ganadat Anatralia, 

New Zealand we add to our^numbers and our resources. 
There arc so many more Englishmen in the worUl able 
to hold their own agaiust'^e mightiest of their rivals. 
And we have another , such aa the Bomana had. 

The eectians of men on thiB g^obe are unequally gifted. 
Some arc strong and can^vern themselves; some are 
weak and are the i»iey of foreign invaders or internal 
anarchy ; and freedom, whicH^ desire, is only attainable 
by weak nations when ihey are snbjeot to the rule of 
others who are at onoe powerful and just. This wae thel 
duty which kli to the Lalin race two thousand yl.lis ago. 
In lUeiie modern times it has fallen to ouib, and in the dis- 
charge of it the highest featares in the En^^ish oharaoter 
have d^dayed themselvea. Circumstanoea foreed on ua 
the ooDqueet of India ; we given India in return 
internal peace undisturbed ])y tribal quarrels or the ambi- ^ 
tioDS of dangerous neighbours, with a law \vbir]i deals 
out right to high and low 'mpng 250,000,000 human 



Never have rulers been less self-seeldng than we have^ 

l>een in onr Asiatic empire. "Tfo 'lex de repetundis' has 
been needed to punish avaricious proconsuls who had 
fittened on the provinces* In such positions the English 
show at their best, and do CEeir best. India has heen the 
training school of onr greal^ soldiers and f^treatest admi- 
nistrators. Strike off the An^o-Tndiau nuuies from the 
roll of famous Englishmen, and we shall lose the most illus- 
triooa of them all. *" 

In India the rule of En^^and has been an unezampl^ 
success, glorious to ourselves and of infinite benefit to our 
subjects, because we have been uprifzht and disinterested, 
and have tried sincerely and honourably to do our duty. 
In other eountcioB belonging to us, where with the same 
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metfaods we might have produced the same results, we 
have applied them with a S^tating and leas dean hand. 
We pla&ied Ireland ae a eolony with our own people, we 

ga\e them a parliament of their own, and set them to 
pjovern the native Irish for us, instf^ad of doing it oiirpeh cH, 
to save appearances and to save trouble. We have uot failed 
^"^together. All the good that has been done at all in that 
poor island has been done the An^^Irieh landlords. 
I But it has not been mncb, as the present eonditioii of 
(^hin«^8 shows. In tlie "Wr-st Indies similarly the firet settlers 
carried with them theii* English institutions. They were 
themselves a handful. The bulk of the population were 
slaves, and as long as slavery conttniied those institationB 
oontinned to work tolerably in the interest of the white 
race. When the slaves were emancipated, the distinction 
lof colour done away with, and the black Tnnltitude and 
itheir white employers made equal before the law and 
equally privileged, constitntional government became no 
longer adapted to the new conditions. The white minorify 
could not be tmsted with the ezdnsive possession of poli- 
tical power. The l)lack8 could not be trusted, with the 
equally dangerous sui)remacy which their numbers would 
insure them. Our duty, if we did not and do not mean 
I to abandon them altogether, has been to govern both vrith 
\the same equity with which we govem at Calcntta. I f you 
choose to take a race Uke the Irish or like the negroes 
whom you have? loreed into an iiin\iiliug subjection and 
have not treated when in that coudition with perfect justice 
— ^if yon take such a raoe» strike the fietters off them, and 
arm ihem at once with all the powers and privileges of 
loyal citisens, yon ought not to be surprised if they 
attrilmte your concessions to fear, and if tbey tuui agmi 
and rend yon. AVlien we are brouf^lit in contact with raeea oi 
men who are not strong enou^li or brave enough to defend 
their oum independence, and whom our own safety cannot 
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allow to fall under any other power, our right and our 
duty IB to govern buch races and to govern tlieni well, or 
they w ill have a right in torn to cut our throats. This is 
onr miaaion. When we have daied to aot up to it ve have 
eneoeeded magnificently; we have iieuled when we have 
})altered and Lrifled ; and we shall fail agahi, and the great 
empire on which the sun ne ver se ts will be shattered to 
aioniB, if we xefnse to look in the ff^ ^ 

From tiheee meditatioiiB, suggested fay the bateh of news-^ 
palmers whieh I had been ajudying, I was roused by the 
arrival of the promised aide-de-camp, a good-looking and 
good-humoured young office Fln white uniform (they all 
wear white in the tropios), who had brought the govemor^s 
taniage lor me. Government Haose» or £ing*8 House, as 
it is called, answering to a < Queen's House ' in Barbadoes, 
in five miles from Kingston, on the slope which gradually^ 
ascends from the sea to the mountains. We drove through^ 
the town* which did not improve on closer acquaintance. 
The houess whieh front towards the streets are generally 
insignificant. The better sort, being behind walls or over- 
iiuug with trees, were imperfectly visible. Tlie roads were 
deep in white dust, which ilies e^ry where in whirling clouds 
from the uneeasing wind. It was the dry season. The 
lains are not constant in Jamaica, as they are in tlie7 
Anulks. The fields and the^des of the mountains were 
Wre and brown and parched. The blacks, however, were 
about in crowds in their Sund^ finery. Being in a British 
island, we had got back into the white calicoes and ostrich 
I^umes, and I missed the gra^ of the women at Dominica: 
but men and women seemed as if they had not a ear*- i)i the 
world. We passed Up ParlTCamp and the cantonments of 
the Weet India regiments, and then through a ' scrub * of 
duarf acacia and blue-flowered lignum vitn. Handsome 
Tilhs were spread along the road with lawns and gardens, 
and the road itbulf was excellent as those in Barbadoes. 
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Half an hour's drive Inmi^t qb to fhe lodge, and ihtoa^ 
the park to the King's House iteeU^ whioh stands among 
groups of fine trees four hundred feet al)ove the sea. 

All the large houses iii Jamaica — and this was one of 
the largest of them — are like those in Barbadoes, with the 
tjype more eompletely developed, generally sqnaarOt built oC 
stone, standing on blooks, hollow nndemeaih for ovenlatioB 
of air, and approached hy a hroad flight of steps. On the 
three sldt .s wliieb the sun toncheH, deep verandahs ur )>al- 
conies are thrown out on the ^rgt and second floors, cloeed 
in front by green blinds, which can be shat eitiier oobbf 
pletely or partially, so that"^ a distance they look fike 
houses of eards or great green boies, made pretty by the 
trees which shelter them or the creepers which climb over 
them. Behind the blinds run long airy darkened galleries, 
and into these the sitting rooms open, which are of course 
stili darker 'with a snbdn^ green light, in whieh, till yo« 
are used to it, yon can hsi^ read. The floors are black, 
smooth, and polished, with loose mats for carpets. The 
reader of * Tom Crincrle ' wil! rememher Tom's misadventui'e 
when he blundered into a party of pretty langfaing girln, 
slipped on one of these floorsjirith a retrospective misad- 
ventore, and conld not rise till his Creole cousin slipped a 
petticoat over his head. All the arrangements are made to 
shut out heat and li_^lit. Tlie galleries have sofas to lounge 
upon—everybody smokes, and smokes where he pleases; 
the draught sweeping away^all residnaiy traces. At the 
King's House to increase the accommodation a large 
separate dining saloon has been thrown out on the north 
side, to which you descend from the drawing room Ity 
stairs, and thence alonpj a covered passap:e. Among the 
mango trees behind there is a separate suite of rooms for 
the aides-de-camp, and a snpe rb swimming bath sixly feet 
long and eig^t feet deep. Altogether it was a somptooos 
sort of palace vhere a governor wift 7,000f. a year might 
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spend his term of office with considerable comfort were it 
not haunted by recollections of poor Eyre. He, it seems, 
lifed in the ' King's HooBe/ and two miles off, within ai^^t 
ef hie windows, UTed Gordon. ^ 

I had a more than gracious welcome from Colonel J— 
an J liis famil}'. In him I fouiKl a hij^h-bred soldier, who 
had served with distinction in India, who had been at the 
storm of Delhi* and who was close hy when Nioholson was 
shot. No one eonld have looked fitter for the poet which ^ 
he now temporarily occupied. I felt uncomfortable at beinj^j 
thus thrust upon his liospitality. I had letters of intro- 
duction with me to the \-arious governors of tlie islands, 
baton Colonel i—^ I had no elaun at all. I was not"? 
even aware of his existenoe, c^e, very likely, of mine. If 
not he, at any rate the ladies of his establishment, might 
reasonably look upon me as a bore, and if I had beeiT? 
allowed I should simply have paid my respects and have 
gone on to my mnlatto. JE^Jthej woold not hear of it. | 
They were so evidently hearty in their invitation to me 
Lliat I could only submit aiulTIo my best not to be a bore, 
the one sin for which there is no forgive nesg^J 

In the eirole into which rwas thrown I was onlikely 
to hear mneh of West Indian jK>lities or {Koblems. Colonel 
J-»- was aeting as gov^or hy accident, and for a few 
mouths only. He had his protV ssional duties to look after ; 
his term of ser^nce in Jamaica had nearly expired; and he 
soiild not tronble himself with possibilities and tendencies 
wifli which he wonld have'^o personal concern. As a 
spectator be considered probably that we were not making 
much of the West Indies, and were not on the way to make 
much. He confirmed the cbmpiaiiit which I had heard so 
often, that the blacks would not work for wages more than 
three days in the week, or regularly upon those, prefening 
to cultivate th^r own yams and sweet potatoes ; but as it 
was admitted that they did work one way or another at 
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home, I oonld not see that there was mnoh to complain a/L 
The blacks were only doing as we do. We, too, only work 

aii Diuch as we like or aH we must, and we prefer working 
for oursolves to working for others, 

On luB special Bubjects the Colonel was as interesting as 
be could not help being, fie talked of the army and of tha 
reoent obangee in it without iusistipg that it was going to 
the deviL He talked of fsdia and the Bussians, and for 
a wonder he had lio Bnssopliobia. He thought that 
England and Bussia might as easily be friends as fti>ATpiAi^ 
and that it would be better for the world if they were. 
As this had been my own fixed opinion for the last thirty 
years, I thon|i^t him a very^sensible man. In the even* 
iiig there was a small dinner puit^y , luado up chiefly of 
officers from the West Indian regiments at Kingston. 
The English troops are in the mountains at Newcastle, 
four or five thousand feet up and beyond common visit- 
ing distance. Among those whom I met on this oeca n i n n 
was an officer who struck me particularly. There was a 
mystery ab(jut his origin. He had risen from the ranks, 
but was evidently a gentleman by birth; he had seen 
service all over the world ; he had been in Chili, and, 
I among his other accomplishments, spoke Spanish fluentty ; 
be entered the Eni^ish army as a private, had been in the 
war ill the Tiiiusvaiil, and was the only survivor of tht 
regiment which was surprised and sliut down by the Boers 
in an intricate pass where they could neither retreat nor 
delend themselves. On that occasion he had escaped and 
saved tiie colours, for which he was rewarded by a com* 
mission. He was acquainted witii many of my fri^ids 
thi-re who iiad been in the thick of the campaign ; knew 
Sir Owen Lauyon, Sir Morrison Baidow, and Colley. He had 
rarveyed the plateau on Majuba Hill after the action. I 
had heard one aide of the story from a Boer officer; from 
Ux. 1 heard ihe other; and they were not vary imlika. 
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Botti agreed that the ball which killed OoUey did not come 
from a Datcfa rifle. My Boer informant eaid that he 

was last Heen tryinj? to rally a party of his own laeii who 
were ruxmmg. Xiiej wheeled round and tired wildly, 
CoUey ivaa six or ei^^t yards behind them. One of the 

ballB strtiek him and he fell dead. Bfr. said that, 

seeing the day irroparably lost, and his own reputation 
Bhattered along witli it, he was generally believed to have 
shot himHelf. friend and foe alike loved Colley, and 
legends like these are an oneonseioiis tribute to his me- 
niofy. The truth can new be known. We believe as 

we wish or as we fiincy. Mr. was so fine an ofleer, 

BO clever a man, and so reserved about his personal affairs, 
that about him too * myth.> were growing. He was 
eredited in the mess room with being the then unknown 
anthoir of ' Solomon's Mines*' Mr. Haggard will forgive a 

mistake which, if he knows Mr. , he will feel to be a 

©ompliment. 

from general conversation I gathered that the san- 
guine views of the Colonial Secretary were not widely 
shared. The English interest was still something in 
Jamaica ; but the i)henonieiui of the Antilles were present 
there also, if in a less extreme form. There were 700,UOO 
coloured people in the i8land/l>ut 14,000 or 15,000 whites ; 
and the blacks there also wm increasing rapidly, and the 
whites were stationary if not declining. There was the 
same uneasy social jealousy, and tlie absence of any social 
relation between the two races. There were mulattoes in 
the island of wealth and consequence, and at Government 
House there are no distinctions ; but the English residents 
of pure colonial blood would not associate with them, social 
exclufliveness increasing with i)olitical equality. The blacks 
disliked the mulattoes ; the mulattoes despised the blacks, 
and would not intermarry with them. The impression 
was that the mulatto would die out, that the tendency tA 
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the whites and blacks was to a Goustantij shatpening 
sepaiatioD, and that if thin^ went on as thqr were going 
for another generation, it was eaqr to see which of the two 

colonrfl would then be in the ascendant. The blacks were 
growing saucy, too ; with much else of the same kind. I 
could but hsten and wait to'judge for myself. 

Meanwhile my quarters were nnexoeptionable, my kind 
entertainers leairing nothing undone to make my stay with 
them agreeable. In hot cfiniates one bleeps lightly ; but 
light sleep is all that cue' wants, and one wakes early. 
The swimming bath was wfilClhg for me underneath my 
window. After a plunge in the olear cold water came 
eoilBe, grown and dried and roasted on the spot, and 
* made ' as such coffee ought to be. Then came the early 
walk. One missed the tropical luxuriance of Trinidad 
and Dominica, for the winter months in Jamaica are al* 
most rainless; but it would have been beautiful anywhere 
else, and the mango trees were in their glory. There was 
a comer given to orchids, which were hung in baskets and 
just oomixig into flower. Lizards swarmed in the sun« 
shinoi running up the tree trunks, or basking on the geiden 
seats* Snakes there are none ; the mongoose has cleared 
them all away so completely Jhat there is nothing left for 
him to eat but the poultry, in which he makes havoc, and, 
having been introduced to ext^miuate the vermin, has 
beoome a vermin himself. 

To drive, to ride, to visit was the employment of the 
days. I saw the country. 1 saw what people were doing, 
and heard what they had to say^^ 

The details are mostly only worth forgettmg. The 

senior aide<de-eamp, jCaptam C ^ an offioer in the 

Engineers, was a man of ability and observalioii. He, too^ 
like the Colonel, was more interesteti m his profession, to 
which he was anxious to return, than in the waning for- 
tunes of the West Indies. He superintended, however, tiie 
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social part oi the governor's busineBB to perleoiion. Any- 
thing wlueh I wished for had only to be mentiGned to be 
pcovided. Hie gm me the benefit too, tibongh lees often' 
than I could have wished, ofhis shrewd, and not nngenial, 
observations. He drove me one morning into Kingston. 
I had passed through it hss^ on the day oi my landing^ 
Thece were Uhranes, mosenms, pahlic offices, and raeh like ^ 
tobeseen, beeides the town ^elf. Hifi^ up on the moun- 
tain side, more often in the clouds than out of them, the 
cantonments of the EnglislT^regiments were visible from | 
the pack at Govermnent House^ The slope where they 
had been placed was bo steep that one wondered how tfa^ 
lidd on. They looked like tablecloths stretched oat to dry. 
1 was to ride up there one day. Meanwhile, as we were 
<kiving through the park and saw the white spots shining 
«p above us, I asked the aide-de-camp what the privates 
temd to do in such a j^aceT The ground wsb too steep 
inr athletics ; no cricket coold be possible there, no lawn 
itinnis, no quoits, no auythmg. There were no neighbours. 
Sports there were none. The'mongoo^ had destroyed the 
winged game, and there was neither hare nor rabbit, pig nor 
deer ; not a wild animal to be honted and killed. With 
nothing to do, do one to speak to, and nothing to kiU, what 
Could become of them *? JJld they drink ? WeU, yes. They 
drank rum occaBioually ,* but there were no pubUc-houses. 
They coold only get it at thrcanteen, and the daily allow- 
ance was moderate. As to beer, it was ont of readh alto- 
gether. At the foot of the moontains it doable the 

price wlii ill it was in l^ji;j;laiI(T. At Newcastle the price was 
doubled again by the cost of carriage to the camp. I 
infoired if they did not 'occasionally hang themselves. 
* Perhaps they woold,* he said, < if they had no choicey hot 
tiiey preferred to desert, and this they did in large num- 
bers. They sUpped down the l>ack of the range, made their 
way to the sea, and escaped to the United States.' The 
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oflScerfl — what became of theui ? The officers ! Oh, well ? 
they f^ardened ! Did they like it? Some did and hoiue 
didn't. Thej ware not so ill off aa the men, ae oooMionaUy 
they oonld oome dom on leaye. 

One wondered what the process had been which had lad 
the antborities to select snch a sttnaticm. Of course it was for 
the health of the troops, but the hill country in Jamaica is 
wide ; there were many other pia.ce8 available, less utterly 
detestable, and ennni and disoontent aro as nuaehieyottB aa 
fever. General ^> aahort thneago, went 19 to hdd an in- 
quiry into the deeertionSf and expressed his wonder how soeli 
thinfj;? could be. With such air, such scenery, such views 
far and wide over the island, what could human creatures 
wish for more ? ' Yon wonl^ desert yourself, general/ said 
another officer, ' if yon were obliged to stay theire a month.' 

Captain 0 undertook that I should go up myself in 

a day or two. He promised to write and make arrange- 
ments. Meanwhile we went on to Kingston. It was not 
beautifuL There was Bodney's statue. Rodney is venerated 
in Jamaica, aa he ou^^t tot>e ; but for him it would hate 
been a Spanish colony again* Bat there ia nothing grand 
about the bufldin^^, nothing even handsome, nothing eTen 
1 Bpecially chai ;i( turistic of England or the English mind. 
They were once perhaps business-like, and business having 
slackened tiMy are now dingy. Shops, houses, wharves, 
want biigihtneaB and odour .'^ We called at the office of the 
0(toial Secretary, the central point of the administration* 
I It was an old mansion, plaiiTTunambitioua, sufficient per- 
haps for its purpose, but lifeless and dark. If it represented 
economy there would be no objection* The public debt has 
doubled since it became a Giojpi colony. In 1876 it was 
half a million. It ia now morg than a million and a halfl 
The explanation ia the extension of the raOway system, and 
t there lias been no culpable extravapranco. 1 not suppose 
I that the re-establishment of a constitution would mend 
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matters. Democracies are always extravagant. The ma* 
joiity, who have little property or none, regolate the 
ezpendilnie. They lay the taxes on the nunQrity, who 
have to find the money, and have no interest in sparing 
them. 

Ireland wlien it was gOTemed by the landowners, 
Jamaioa in the days ol elaTery, were administered at a eosi 
whidi eeems now ineredibly smalL The anthority of the 

landowners and of the planters was undisputed. They 
were feared and obeyed, and magistrates unpaid and local 
eonstables sufficed to maintain tolerable order. Their 
ftvthority ia gone. Their lonetiona are transferred to the 
poEoe, and eveiy service has to be paid fitnr. There may be 
fewer serious crimes, but the subordination is immeasurably 
less, tlie expense of administration is immeasui-ably greater. 
I declined to be taken over sngar miUe, or to be shown the 
latest improvementB, I was too ignorant to nnderstand in 
what the improTements consisted, and oonld take tiiem 
upon trust. The public bakery was more interesting. In 
irc^ical climates a hut oven in a small house makes an 
inconvenient addition to the temperatore. The bread for 
Kingston, and for many miles arotmd it, is mannfactnred 
at night by a single company and is distribnted in carts in 
the morning. We saw the lauseum and public lil)rary. 
There were the usual specimens of island antiquities — of^ 
local fish, birds, insects, reptiles, plants, geological forma* 
tiofis, and snoh Hke. In the Jil)rary were old editions of 
onrioOB books at the West Indies, some of them nniqne, 
ready to yield ampler pictures of the rnraance of the old 
life there than we at presc St y wsess, I had but leisure to ' 
l^ce at title-pages and engravings. The most noticeable 
relie pr es er ve d there, if it £ only genuine, is the identical 
bauble which Cromwell ordeTed to be taken awav firom the 
Speaker's table in the House of Commons. Explanations 
are given of the manner in which it came to Jamaica. 
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The eridenoe, to as I ooold imderstaiid ity did noi 

ttppcai cuiiclusive. 

Amoug the uew industries in the island in the place of 
augar was, or ought to be, tobacco. A few years ago I 
aaked Sir J. Hooker^ the chief living wthorilgr in snoli 
matters, vhy Cuba was allowed the monopoly of delieale 
cigar tobacco— whether there were no other ootintries where 
it cuuld be grown equally good. He said that at the very 
moment cigars^ as ^ne as the iinest HAvanas, were being 
produced in Jamaica. He gave me an excellait specimen 
with the address of the house whieh eapplied it ; and for a 
year or two I was able to buy from it what, if not perfeot, 
was more than tolerable. The house acquired a reputation ; 
and then, for some reason or other, perhaps from weaiiueas 
of the same flavour, perhaps from a falling off in the 
eharaeter of the oigarB» I, and poesibly others, began to be 
less satisfied. Here on the spot I widied to make another 
experiment. Captain C— ^ introdnoed me to a famous 
mntiufacturer, a Spaniard, with a Spanish manager under 
ium who had been trained at Havana. I bespoke his good 
will by adjuring him in his own tongue not to disajipomt 
me; and I believe that he gave me the beat that he had* 
But, alas I it is with tobacco as with meet other things. 
Democracy is king; and the peateat hapx)ineHs of the 
greatest number is the rule of muilern life. The average 
of everything is higher than it used to be; the high 
qualify which rises above'^mediocrity is race or is non- 
eiiatent. We are swept awajr bythegenins of the age, and 
must be content with such other UessingB aa it has been 
pleased to bring with it^ 

Why shoold I moijnur tinm Mid yatnly moan f 
TIm gods wiU hav^ii ■o-Hfanr will be doiM.^ 

The earth is patient also, and allows the soccessive 

'SaripidM. 
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generalionB of human orettiiireB to play their {^fts upon 

her biiiface as tliey pltase. She spins on upon her own 
eourse; and seas and akies, and oragB and forests, are 
BpiritiiAl and beautiful as ever. 

Gordon's Town is a stra^gBng village in the Blue Bange 
Undemeath Newcastle. Colonel J— had a villa there, and 
one afternoon he took mc ovur to see it. You pass abruptly 
from the open country into the mouiitams. The way %o) 
Gordon's Town was by the^de of the Hope river, whiefa 
euts its way out of them in a narrow deep ravine. The 
Btream was now trickling iSntly among the stones ; the 
fiiormous houlders in the bed were rouiid as cajinun balls, 
and weighing huntireds of foiis, show what its power must 
be in the coming down of the^Spods. Within the limits of 
the torrent, whieh must rise^suoh times thirty feet above 
its winter level, the rocks were bare and stern, no grcLn 
thing being able to grow there. Above the line the tropical 
vegetation was in all its glory : ferns and plantains waving 
in the moist air; cedars, tamarinds, gum trees, orange trees 
striking their roots among the ^eft s of the crags, and hang- 
ing out over the abysses below them. Aloes llung up tlieir 
tall spiral stems ; liowermg siirubs aud creepers covered 
bank and slope with green and blue and white and yeUoWf 
and above and over our hS^ as we drove along, stood 
out the great limestone blocks which thunder down when 
loosened by the rain. i ariliLi up the hill sides, where the 
slopes are less precipitous, the forest has beeu burnt off by 
the unthrifty blacks, who nse^e to clear the ground for 
their yam gardens, and destroy the timber over a doien 
acres when they intend to cnl&vate but a single one. The 
landscape sulieis less than the soil. The effect to the eye 
is merely that the mouiituriis in Jamaica, as in temperate 
oUmales, beoome bare at a^oderate altitude, and their 
outlines stand out sharper against the sky. 

Introduced among scenery of this kind, we followed the 
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river two ot three miles, when it was crossed by a bri<1<»e, 
abovt which Btood my friend Mias Burton's lodging house, 
where she had designed entertaining me. At Gordon's 
;Towii» whioh ia agaui a mile farther on, the valley wideoa 
oat, and there are ooooa and ooifee plaatatioiia^ Thraogb 
an opening we tMw fiur above our heads, like epeeks of snow 
against the mountain side, the homes or prisons of our 
untortunate troops. Overlooking the village through which 
we were passing, and threTlundred feet above it, was 
pec<ohed the Colcmers villa on a jwqjeoting spnr where a 
te&mtarj of the Hope river^^^s carved oat a seoond ravine^ 
We drove to the door up a steep winding lane among coffee 
hiislies, which scented the air with their jesRamine-like 
-blossom, and wild orangeaTon which the fruit hung un- 
tonehed, glowing like balls of gold. We were now eleven 
hnndred feet above the seST^he air was ahready many de- 
grees cooler than at Kingston. The ground in front of the 
house was levelled for a garden. Ivy was growincj about 
the trellis work, and scarlet geraniums and sweet violets 
and roses, which cannot be cultivated in the lower regicms, 
were here ui foil bloom. Iifsewhere in the grounds there 
was a lawn tennis ooort to tempt the officers down from 
their eyrie in the clouds, 'rhe house was empty, in charge 
of servantfi. From the balcony in front of the drawing 
room we saw prak rining behind peak, till the highest, 
fbiir tiiOQsand feet above as, was lost in the white mist. 
Below was the valley of the Hope river with its gardens 
and treee and scattered huts, with buildings hero and 
, there of higher prett nsions. On the other side the 
j tributary stream rushed down its own ravine, while the 
I hreeie among the trees and i^e sonnd of the inUing watos 
« swayed np to ns in intermittent pulsati ons. ^ 

The plaoe had been made, I hefieve, m the da^ of 
plantation prosperity. Whai \u)uld ])ecome of it all, if 
Jamaica drifted after her sisters in tiie Aniiiks, as some 
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penoQS thought that she wm driftiiigt and beeamei like 
Grenada* an island of small hlacfc proprietors ? Was sach 
% fate really hanging over her ? Not necessarily, not by suy 

law of iiaturt'. If it came, it would come from tlje dispirit- 
ment, the lack of eiK-ri^'v and lin|K' in the languid it prt*- 
0exitativ(is of the EngliHh colonists ; for the laud even in thti 
moantains will grow what it is asked to grow, and men do 
not live by sugar alone ; fid m y friend Dr. NiehoU in^ 
Dominic had shown what En^uh energy eonld do if H 
was aJive and \ i porous. Tlie pale complaiiiiiii;^ beinj?8 of 
whom 1 saw too m&ny» seemed a^ if they eould not be of the 
same raee as the men who rilied in the days of the slave 
trade. The question to be as^Td in every eoloiiy is, what 
sort of men is it rearing?^^ that cannot be answered? 
aatisfat ioril\ , the lest 18 not wor^h caring for. The blackn 
do not denervf the ill ihut is 8i)okeu of them. The Colons Ts 
house is twelve miles from Km^t^n. He told me that a | 
woman would walk in withTioad lor him, and return on 
the same di^ with anotheif7'& a shilling. With sueh 1 
material of labour wisely direciSSTwhites and biaeks might 
livr and piohper together; 1)ut even the poor negro will 
not work wlum hi^ k regarded only as a machine to bring 
grist to his master's milL > ^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Visit to Port tioyal — Dockyard — Town — Church — Port Augusta — The eyrie 
in the moimtainB — ^Bide to NewMslle — Society in Jamaica— Beligious 
bodies— liberty and Mtlhority* 

A NEW PORT was being built at the mouth of the harbour. 
New batterieri were being armed on the sandbanks at Port 
Boyal. Golondl J— had to inspect what was going on, and 
he allowed me to go with him. We were to limeh with tlie 
eommodoie of the station at^the Port Boyal dookyard. I 
couid then see the town -or what wa« left of it, for the story 
went that half of it had been_ swallowed up by an earth- 
quake. We ran out from King^n, passing under the stems 
of the Spanish frigates. I was told that there were always 
one or more Spanish ships ofwar stationed there, Imt no 
one knew anything about tTiem except generally that they 
were on the look-out for Cuban conspirators. There was no 
exchange of oonrtesies between their offieers and onre, nor 
even official oommnnicatioQ.heyoiid what was fbrmilly neees*- 
sary. I thought it strange^ hnt it was no hnsiness of mine* 
My surprise, however, was admitted to be natural. As 
the launch drew little water, we had no occasion to follow 
the eircnitons ohannel» hnt jrent stiai^t over the shoals* 
We passed elose hy Gallows Point, where the J6tamy crows 
used to pick the pirates' bones. In the mangrove swamp 
adjoining, it was said that there was au old Bpanish ceme- 
teiy ; bat the swamp was pQii^onouB, and no (me bad ever 
ieen it. At the dool^ard pijir the commodore was watting 
lor Hi. I fimnd that he wa^an old acquaintance whom I 
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faftd net ten years before at the Gape. He was a brisks 
smart officer, qtiiet and sailor-like in his manners, bnt with 

plenty of talent and cultivation. He showed us his stores 
and his machinery, large engines, and engineers to work 
them, ready for any work whieC might be wanted, but ap- 
parently with none to do. We went over the hospital, airy 
and clean, with scarcely a single occupant, so healthy has 
now been made a hpot which was once a nest of yellow fever. 
Naval stores soon become aTntiquated ; and ])arts of the 
great sqaare were paved with the old cannon balls which 
had beoome nsdesB on the introdnetion of rifled gone. The 
fortifications were antiquated also, but new works were be- 
ing thrown up armed with the modern monster cannon. 
One difficulty struck me ; Port Boyal stood upon a sand- 
bank. In sach a plaee no spring of fresh water ooold be 
looked Ibr. On the large acreage of roofe there were no 
shoots to catch the raiii ;ni<l carry it into cisterns. Whence 
did the water come for the people in the town ? How were 
the fleets supplied which used fo'ride there ? How was it 
in the old times when Port Boyal was erowded with revelling 
crews of bneeaneers ? I fonnS* that erery drop which k 
consumed in the place, or which is taken on board either of 
merchant sliip or man-of-war, is brought in a steam tug 
Cram a spring eight miles off upon the ooast. Before steam 
came in, it was fetdied in barges rowed by hand. Nothing 
could be easier than to save tfie rain which foils in abun- 
dance. Nothinjij could he easier than to lay pipes along the 
sand-spit to the spring. But the tug plies daily to and &o, 
and no one thinks more aboat the matter. 

A West Indian regiment is stationed at Port Boyal. 
After the dockyard we went through the soldiers* quarters 
and then walked through the streets of tli(^ once famous 
station. It is now a mere hamlet of hoatmen and fishermenT^ I 
0«[nalid and wretched, without and within. Half-naked 
children stared at ns from the doors with their dark, ronnd 

I 
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^68. I found it hard to call up the Menesof riot, and eoa- 
fiuion, and wild exdtement whioh are alleged to have been 
witneflsed there. The story that it onoe oovered a fiu* Uur^er 

area has been, perhaps, invented to lucoimt for tlie incon- 
gruity. Old plans exist whigli seem to show that the end of 
the spit ooald never have been of any larger dfrnfflimons than 
it is at pdresent. There is'^^^oof enoa(^» however, that in 
the sand there lie reinjiins of many thousand English 
soldiers and seamen, who ciuled their lives there for one 
cause or other. The bones lie ho close that they are turned 
up as in a eonntry ehurchj^^rd when a fresh grave is di^. 
The walla of the old church are inlaid thickly with monu- 
ments and monumental tablets to the memory of officers of 
either service, young and oI(l ; some killed by fever, some 
by accidents of war or sea; some decorated with the 
honours whioh they had ^^ ti in a hundred fights^ some 
carried off before they had gathered the first flower of fune. 
The costliness of many of these memorials was an affecting 
indication how precious to theii' families those now rest- 
ing there once had been. One in liigh reUef struck me 
as a characteristic specimetT of BubiUac's workmanship. 
It was to a young lieutenant^ho had been killed by the 
bursting of a gun. Flame and vapour were rushing out of 
the breech. The youth himself waa falliiig backwards, with 
his arms spread out, and a vast preternatural face — death, 
judgment, eternity, or whatever it was meant to be— was 
glaring at him throu^^ the smoke. Bad art, though the 
execution was li'markable ; l)ut better, perhaps, than the 
weeping angek now grown common among ourselves. 

After luncheon the commodore showed us his curiosities, 
especially his garden, which, considering the state of his 
water supply, he had created under unfavourable condi- 
tions. He had a very respectable collection of tropical 
fernB and Howers, with palms and piantams to shade and 
shelter them. He was an artist besides, within the lines of 
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his own profession. Drawi^tgs of Bhips and boats of all 
florlB and in all attitudea iuB om Inmah or pencil ware 
Iwnging on the walla of his woiUng room. He was good 

enough to ask me to spenJTa day or two with him at 
Port lioyal before I left the isTand, and I looked forward with 
apeoial pleasure to becoming closer ac([uainted with aach a 
genuine pieoe of fine-grained ^tiah oali. 

There were the nanal oeremonies to be attended to. 
The officers of the guardship and gunboats had to be called 
on. The forts constructed, or in the course of construction, 
were duly inspected. I believe that there ia a real seriona 
intention to atrengthen Port Bojal in view of the changes 
which may come abont iEroogfa the opening, if that event 
ever takes place, of the Darieu canal. 

Our last visit was to a tort deserted, or all but deserted 
—the once too celebrated Eort Angoatay which deserves 
partioular deecription. It stands on the inner side of the 
lagoon commanding the deep-water channel at the point of 
the f^reat mangrove swamp at the month of the Cobre 
river. For the purpose for which it was intended no 
better sitiiation conld have been chosen, had there been 
nothing else to 'be ecnsideref ercept the defence of the 
harbour, for a vessel trying to reach Kingston had to pass 
close in front of its huiuired guns. It was constructed on a 
scale becoming its importance, with accommodation for two 
or three regiments, and the regiments were sent tluther, 
and they perished, regiment^Hftfter regmient, officers and 
men, from the malarious exhalations of the morass. Whole 
battaiioiih were swept away. The ranks were filled up by 
reinioroements from home, aiTd" these, too, went the Bame 
rad. Of one regunent the '^ly sorvivorB, accmxUng to 
the traditions of the place, were a qnartermaster and a 
corporal. Finally it occurred to the authorities at the 
Horse Guards that a regiment of Hussais \suuld be a useful 
addition to the garrison. It was not eaqr to see what Hussars 

^ Q 
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were to do there. There iR not a «pot where the horses 
oonld Btand twenty yards beyond the lines ; nor conld ih€y 
leaeh Fort Angiuta at all eioapt in barges. Howerer, it 
was perhaps well that theyjrare sent. Horses and men 
went the way of the rest. The loss of the meu mi<^ht 
haTe been supplied, bat horses were costly, and the loss 
of them was more serions. Fort Angosta was gradually 
abandoned, and is now nsed only as a powder magarine, 
A guard is kept there of twj^ty blaeks firam tiie West Indiaa 
force, bnt even these are chftn<::ed evervten davs— so deadly 
the Tapour of that malarious jungle is now oudexBtood 
to be. 

I never saw so speetral a scene as met my eyes when 

we steamed up to the landing place — ramparts broken 
down, and dismantled cannon lyinpj at the foot of the wall 
overgrown by jungle. The* Brntinel who presented anus 
was like a corpse in nnifonxu He was not pale» for he was 
a negro— he was green, and he looked like some lipoid or 
afrite in a ghastly cemetery.^ The roofs of the barracks 
and storehouses had fallen in, tiie rafters being left standing 
with the li^t shining between^ them as throii|^ the bones 
of skdetonB. Chreat piles of shot lay msting, as not worth 
removal ; among them oonieal shot, so recently had thii 
ffttal chamel house been regained as a fit location for 
British artillerymen. 

I breathed more freely as we tamed oar baoks upon the 
bideoos memorial of parliamentary administratfon^ and 
steamed away into a parer air!^ My oonservative instinets 
had uiuler{:r<^no a shock. As we look back into the pni?t. the 
brighter features stand out conspicuously. The mistakes 
and miseries have sank in the shade and are lorgottan. 
la the present fsults and merits are visible alike. The 
faults attract chief notice th^ they may be mended ; and 
as there seoni so many of them, the impulse is to conclude 
that the past was better. It is well to be sometimes le* 
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minded what the past really was. In Colonel J ' ■- I 
found a strong advocate of the Tate army reforms. Thanks 
to recovering energy and more distinct flonflfliflntionftnfiflBi 
thanks to the all-Beeiiig eye of the f^e88« sooh an experi- 
ment as that of Fort Angostaooold hardly be tried again, 
or if tried could not be persisted in. I^vtravaganee and 
aUurdities, Lowever« remain, and I wa^i next to witness an 
inatance of them. " 

Having eeased to quarter our regimentfl in maagnm) 
swamps, we now build a cam^l^ them among thedonde. 

I mentioned ihul Captain C had undertaken that I 

should Bce l<iewcastle. He hadjyritfcen to a friend there to 
say that I was coming up, imd the junior aide-de-camp 
kindly lent his serricesas agoide. As &r as Gordon's Town 
we drove along the same road which we had followed before. 
There, at a small wayside inn, we found horses waiting 
which were accustomed to the^ountain. Suspicious mists 
were hanging about aloft, bufthe landlord^ after a glance at 
them, promised us a fine day, and we mounted and set off. 
My animal's merits were not in his appearance, but he had 
been up and down a hundred times, and mi^ht be trusted 
to accomplish his hundred and ^at without misfortune, 
for the first mile or so ihe road was tolerably leTel» 
following the bank of the nver under the shade of the 
forest. It then narrowed into a horse path and zigzagged 
upwards at the side of a torrent into the deep pools of 
which we occasionally looked^ down over the edges of 
nnoomtetable precipices. Th^ again there was a level» 
with a village and coffee plantations and oranges and 
bananas. After this the vegefation changed. We issued 
out upon open mountain, with Enghbh grass, English 
clover, English gorse, and other familiar acquaintances 
introdaoed to make the isolation less m t oler a bl e . The 
tradk was so rough and narrow tiiat we could ride mily in 
lin|^ file^ and was often no better liiuu a walercourse ; yet 
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by tblfl and no olber way erery arMe luid be carried 

on donkeys' backs or hum an heads which was required 
for the consomption of 300 infantry and 100 artillerymen. 
ArtiUerymen might seem to imply artiUery, but they hftfe 
only a single small field gan« Th^ aie tfaere for healtii*B 
flake only, and to be fit for mnrk if minted below. An 
hour's ride brought ub to the lowest ransje of houses, which 
were 4,000 feet above the sea. Froui tlience they rose, 
tier above tier, for 500 feet more. The weather so far 
had faekl up, and the views had been cfoiions, bat we 
passed now into dood, {hron|^ wbieh we saw, dimly, 
groups of fignres listlessly lounging. The hillside was 
bare, and the slope so steep that there was no standing 
on it, save where it had been fiaUened by tlie spade; 
and here in this extraordinary plaee were 400 yoong 
Sn^ishmen of the eanunon fype of which soldien are 
made, with nothing to do and nothing to enjoy — remain- 
ing, unless they desert or die of ennui, foi one, two, or 
three yeai's, as their chance may be. Every other day 
they can see nothing, save each other's forms and 
fiM6S in the fog ; for, fine and bri^t as the air nuiry be 
below, the mdstnie in the air is condensed into ckmd by 
the chill rock and sofl of the high ranges. The officers 
come il 'All now and then on furlough or on duty; the 
men rarely and hardly at all, and soldiers, in spite of 

General , cannot always be made happy by the 

pictnresqfne. They are not educated enough to find 
employment for tiieir minds, and of amosement there is 
none. 

We continued oor way up, the track if anything 
growing steeper, till we reached the hi^iest pcnnt of the 
samp, and fonnd omrseives befoie a pretfy cottage w^ 
creepers climbing abont it belonging to the ma|or in com* 

mand. A few yards off was the officers' mess mnia. They 
expected as. They knew my ocaQpaoion, and visiiorfi from 
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the UQiler-world were naturally welcome. The major was 
an aelm dever sum, mth a bright laii|^iiiig Iriah vi£B| 
whose itUUkoB in the old country were friende of my own» 
The Amerfean consul and his lady happened to have rid- 
den up also tlie same day ; so, in spite of fog, ^hich grew 
thicker e?er j moment, we hacfTi good time* As to seeingi we 
eoold see nothmg; bat then tHere was nothing to see eioept 
liem; and panoramic Tiewe from monntain top0» ettoUed 
as they may be, do not particularly interest me. The offioerSi 
so far as I could learn, are less ill off than the privates. 
Those who are married have their wives with them; they 
ean zead> they can draw, they ean ride; they hare gardens 
about their houses where th^ ean grow English flowers 
and vegetables and iry experiments. Science can be followed 

anywhere, and is everywhere a resource. Major told 

me that he had never known what it was to find the day too 
long. Healthy the eamp is at^ny rate. The temperatore 
never rises above 7(f nor sinks often below 6(f. Theyreqnire 

charcoal lires to keep the damp out and blankets to sleep 
under; and when they see the sun it m an agreeable ciiange 
and something to talk aboat.'^here are no large incidents, 
hnl small ones do instsad. I^ile I was there a man eaniil 
to report that he had slippery accident and set a stone 
rolling ; the stone had cut a water i)ii)e in two, and it had 
to be mended, and was an af^noon's work lor somebody* 
Sneh <^Boer8 as have no regooiees in themselves are, of 
' eoiirse, bored to eztinetion. There is neitilier fiaxred game 
to hnnt nor feathered game 'to shoot; the mongoose has 
eaten up the partri(l)::jes. I suggested that they should 
import two or three couple (Sf bears from Norway ; they 
would iBktten and multiply amo^the roots and sugar eanes, | 
with a black pieeanitiny now and then for a special ddieaey. 
One of the party extemporisecT us a speech which would be 
made on the occasion in Exeter Ilall. / 

We had not seen the worst of the weather* As we 
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mounted to ride back the foj^ changed to ram, and the liiin 
to a dehige. The track became a torrent. Macintoshes 
• were & Yaoity, for the water rushed down one's neck, and 
every ereaee made itaelf into a oondnit eanying theetream 
among one's inner garments. Dominica itself had not 
prepared me for the violence of these Jamaican downpour- 
ings. Fake had proved our prophet down below. There 
was no help for it but to go on ; and we knew by experieiMe 
that one does not melt on these oceasions. At a torn of 
the road we met another group of riders, among tiient 

Lady N , who, during her husband's absence in England, 

was living at a country hojise in the hills, blie politely 
stopped and would have spoken, bat it was not weather to 
stand talking in ; the torrent washed ns apart 

And now oomes the strangest part of the story. A 
thousand feet down we passed out below the clouds into 
clear bright sonsiune. Above us it was still black as ever; 
the vapour dung about the^eaks and did not leave them. 
Underneath us and round^ it was a bvely summer^s day. 
The farther we descended the fewer the signs that any rain 
had fallen. When we reacfied the stables at Gordon s Town, 
the dust was on the road as we left it, and the horsekeopcr 
eongratulated us on theeorreptness of his foreeast. dothss 
soon dry in that country, and we drove down home none 
the worse for our wettin^r. I was glad to have seen a place 
of which I had heaid so much. On the whole, I hoped that 
perhaps by-and-by the authorities may discover some 
camping ground for our poor soldiers halfway between the 
Inlemo of Fort Augusta an^the Caucasian 
they are chained like Prometheus. Malice did say that 

Newcastle was the property of a certain Sir , a high 

official of a past generation, wSo wished to part with Ityand 
found a convenient purchaser in the Government. 

The hospitalities at Oovemment House were wellmik- 
tained under the J administration. The Colonel WiS 
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giMioiiBy the lady beaatifiU and tariU^^ There were lam 
pirtieB and evening {lafiiee, when all that was beat in the 
island was eolleoled ; the old Jamaican aristocracy, army 

and navy officers, civilians, eminent lawyers, a icw men 
among them of high inteUigence. The tone was old- 
iBwhioned and ooorteovuii with Uttle, perhape too litUe, of 
the go-<ihh$adii$m of yonnger oolonieBy hut not the less 
agreeable on that account. As to prospects, or the present^ 
condition of things in the island, there were wide differences 
<^ opinion. If there was un^mity about anything, it waa 
ftboat the oonaeqiieneeB likely to arise from an extenBion of] 
the principle of 8elf-govenunra(t. There, at all events, lay 

the ri^liL ruad Lo the wrong place. The blacks had nothnig 
to complain of, and the wrong at present was on the other ^ 
side. The taiatkm falls heavj^ on the articles oonsnmed 
by the opper classog. TheduJ^onteaylbir instanoe,wasa 
flhilling a pound, and the duties on other luxuries in the 
same proportion. It did not touch the negroes at a 
They were acquiring laud, and some thought that there 
to be a land tax* They would probably olgeet and 
leeist, and trouble would eomelf it was proposed, for the 
blaeks object to taxes ; as loi^as there are white men to 
pay them, they will be satisfied to get the benefit of the 
expenditure. But let notJ,heir English friends suppose 
tiiat when they haw the island for their own they will tax 
themselves ISor polioe or seho^, or for any other of those 
educational institutions frorn which the believers in pro- ' 
gress anticipate such glorious roaults^^ 

As to the planters^ it seemed agreed that when an estate 
was nneneumbered and the owner resided upon it and 
managed it himself, he oould still keep afloat. It was 
agreed also that when the owner was an absentee the cost 
of management consumed all the profits, and thus the 
same impulse to sell which had gone so £ar in the Antilles 
was showing itself more and more in Jamaioa also. Fine 
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properties all abont the island were in the market lor any 
price which purchasers could be found to give. Too many 
even of the old English famiUes were tired of the strug^iflw 
and were longiiig to be out oFlt at any ooet. 

Atone time we heard mugfof the colonial CShnieh ftad 
the power which it was acquiring^, and as it ceema unlikely 
that the political authority of the white race will be allowed 
to reassert itself, it must 1>e through their minds and 
through those other quaUties j(hich religion addresses that 
the black race will be inflnengpd by the white, if it is crar 
to be influenced at all^ 

I had marked the respect^with which the Catholic clergy 
were treated in Dominica, and even the Hayti Republic 
still maintains the French ej)i;Scopate and priesthood. But 
I could not find that the ^oroh of England in Jamaica 
either was at present or eyer been mora than the 
Church of the English in Jamaica, respected as long as the 
English gentry were a dominant power there, but with no 
independent charm to work "on imagination or on super- 
stition. Lahat says, as I noted above, that the Rng^ifA 
clergy in his time did not baptise the black babies, on the 
ouiioQS ground that Ghnstians could not lawfnlly be held 
as slaves, and the slaves therefore were not to be made 
[iihristians. A Jesuit Father whom I met at Government 
House told me that even now the deigy refuse to baptise 
the illegitimate children, and as, according to the official 
returns, two-thirds of the '^ildren that are Jxxm in Jamaiea 
come into the world thus irregularly, they are nol likdy 
to become more i)0[)ular than they used to be. Perhaps 

Father was doing what a good many other people do^ 

making a general practice out of a few instances. Perhaps 
the blacks themselves who wisSi their children to be Ghria* 
tians carry them to the minister whom they prefer, and 
that minister may not be t^^ Anglican clerg3^man. Of 
CathoUcs there are not many in Jamaica \ of the Moravians 
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I heard on all sides the warmest praise. They, above all 
the religious bodioB in thejgland, are admitted to haTe a 
pfaeiicaL power lor good orer the limited nmnber of people 
whieh belong to them. "SSx the MoraTians are bat a"^ 
few. They do not rush to riiake converts in tlie hii^hwajs 
and hedges, and my observations in Doniinica almost led 
me to wiflh that, in the abeenee of other fonns of spiritual 
aia i h o i i% » the Catholicfl mlgiit beoome more nmneroiui 
than tibey are. The priests in Dominiea were the only~^ 
I 'urnpt.ans who, for their own s;ik< - and un uuiependent 
grouutk, were looked up to wiOi fear and res pect* / 

The religion of the fntire ! That ia the ptoUem of 
pmblema that riseB befbrejif^ the dose of this waning 
centnry. The future of the^Vest Indies is a small matt-er. 
Yet that, too, like all else, degeiids on the spiritual beliefs 
which are to rise out of the present confusion* Men will 
aet well and wisefy, or ill and foolishly, aeoording to the 
tern and foroe of their conceptions of duty. Once be^ 
fore, under the Roman Einpire, the conditions were not 
wholly dissimilar. The inhejiited creed had become unbe- 
lievable, and the scientific intellect was taming materialist. 
CSuistiaiiity rose out of th^^ehaosi eonfounding statesmen^ 
and philo6ophera» and beeame tiie eontrolling power among 
mankind for 1,800 years. But Christianity found a soil 
prepared for the seed. The^n^asses of the mhabitants of 
the Boman world w«re not materialist. The masses of the 
people believed already iti fiT snpematural and in penal 
retrihation alter death for their ems. Laeretius complains 
of the misery prcKliic^-d uporr'fheni l>y the terrors of the 
anticipated Tartarus. Serioiiui and good men were rather 
tuning away from atheism timn welcoming it ; and if they 
doubted the divini^ of the Olympian gods, it was not 
because they doubted whether gods existed at all, but be- 
cause the imiiioralities attril»utt(l^ to thtui were unworthy 
of the exalted nature of the Divine Being. The phenomena 
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are different now. Who is now made wretched by the 
fear of hell ? The tendency of poijiil ir thought in against 
the supernatural m any shape. Far into space as the 
teleaoope can searoh, deep ae umljBiB can penetvate into 
nmd and ooneoioiifliieBB £^lie fooea whieh natural 
things, popular thought finSsooly uniformity and oonneotioii 
of cause and eflfect — no sign anywhere ul a personal will 
which is intiuenced by prayer or moral motive. When a 
subject is still obscure we are confident that it admits of 
seientifio eipUuiation ; we no longer refisr 'ad Denm/ 
whom we regard as a oonstitittkmal monaroh taking no 
direct part at all. The new creed, however, not having 
crystallised as yet into a shap e which can be openly pro- 
fessed, and as without any creed at all the Hesh and the 
devil might become too powerM, we maintain the old nanM 
and forma, ae we maintaiiTSie moDarefay. We tncroiuid 
both with reverence and majesty, and the reverence, being 
conlined to feeling, continues to exercise a vaj^ue but w hole- 
some iutiuence. We row in one way while we look another* 
In the presence of the marked decay of Proteatantiam aa 
a positive creed, the Protestant powera of Ernope may, 
perhaps, patch up some of reconciliation with the old 
spiritual organisation which was shattered in tlu sixteenth 
century, and has smce shown no unwillingness to adapt 
itself to modem forms dflihought. The Olympian gods 
surviyed for seven oentonSTaffcer Ariatc^hanea with tlie 
help of allegory and 'economy.' The Church of Borne 
may survive as long aftS Calvin and Luther. Carlyle 

1 mocked at the possibility When I ventured to say so to inm. 
Yet Carlyle seemed to think that the mass was the <mly form 
of faith in £urope which^^bd any ainoerify rwnaining in it 
A rdigion, at any rate, whidi wiU keep the Weat Imli^ 
Uacka from felling backlnto devQ worship is still to aeeL 
Constiiuiiuiih and beUef m progi'ess may satisfy Europe, 
but will not answer in J^aaica. In spite of the priests, 
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child muriltT ami ciuinihalisiii liave reappeared in Hajrti; 
but without them thmgs might have been worse than they 
are, and the praemtioii oTwhite authoditj and infliianoe 
in any tern at all may be te tter than none. j 

White anUierity and ivfaitej^nenee may, however, \iSSL\ 
be preserved in a nobler and )>etter way. Slavery was a snr- 
vival from a social order whic ii iiad passed away, and slavegj^ 
ooold not be oontinaed. Itdoee not foUow th&t jmt m it Wfw^ 
% erime. The negroee wEo'iveie eold to the dealen in the 
African factories were mosFoFihem either slaves ahready to 
worse masters or were scmj^rvants in the old meaning 
of the word, prisonr of war , or else criminals, servati or \ 
reserved from death. They^ould otherwise have been killed ; ^ 
and einoethefllaTe trade ha^n abolished are again kffled 
in the too celebrated ' customs/^ It was a crime when thel 
chiefs made war on each other for the sake of captives whom 
they could torn into mone y. In many instances, perhape^] 
in moati it was innocent and^ven beneficent. Natore has 
made ns nneqni^, and Acts of JParliament eannot make ns 
equal. Some mu>t U ad and some must follow, and lEe^ I. 
question is only of degree and kind. For myself, I would ^ 
rather be the slave of a Bhalespeare or a Burghley than 
the ohm of a majority m tGe^Hoose of Commons or the 
slave of my [own foUy. Si^ery is g(me» with alk that 
belonged to it : l)ut it will bejn ill day for mankind if no 
one is to be compelled any more to obey those who are 
wiser than himself^ and eaclTo^f ns is to do only what is 
ri|^t in our own ejesj There may be authority^ yet not 
slavery : a soldier iiB not a slave, a sailor is not a slave, a 
child is not a slave, a wife is not a slave; yet they may not 
live by their own wills or emancipate themselves at their 
own pleasure from positions m which nature has placed 
them, or into which they liave themselves volontarily 
entered. The negroes of Weet Indies are children, 
and not yet disobedient children. They have their dreamst 
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but for the present fhey are dreams {mly. If jm enforoe 

self-govennnent upon them when they are not asking for 
ii« you may turn the dream into a reaiity, and wilfully drive 
them back into the oanditioQ of their axMsestorSy 
the BlaTe trade im the begjxuung of their emane&pi 
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CHAPTER XV, 

Th* Gbttrahof Sn^Mid Sn 7Mii«ioft^I>fiTe to OMtlotoit— Boteokwl Qtitag 

— Pionic by the river— Blade wommi — Ball al Qonmnitlii TTrniiw 
Manderille— MiM Boy— Ck)nnt]7 Booiety— Mannen— Amirfoaa vWlon 
—A Moravian miirionary— The modem Badioal creed. 

If I have spoktn without enthusiasm of the working of the 
Church of England among t&e negroes, I have not meaai 
to be dismpeetfiil. Ab I Ig^ awake at daybreak on the 
Bimday moniiiig after my^^rival, I heard the Bound of 
chnrch bells, not Catholic bells as at Doniiiiit a, l)uL good old 
English chimes. The Church is (lisestabiished so far as law 
ean disestablieh it, bat, ^iTm Barbadoes, the royal arms 
BtOl stand over the arefaes of^e ohanoeL Introdnoed with 
the Eni^ieh oonqneet, it has been identified with the mling 
order of English gentry, respectable, harmless, and useful, 
to those mimediately connectecPwitli it. 

The parochial system, as in Barbadoes also, was spread 
ever the island. Each parish Jiad its ehnroh, its parsonage 
and its school, its fonts whefg^the white ehildren were bap- 
tised — ill spite of my Jesuit. I shall hope not wliitt - uiily ; 
and its graveyard, where in time they were laid to rest* 
With their qaist Sunday services of the old type the eoon- 
tiy distriels were exaet reproductions of English eonntry 
villages. The ehnreh whoseH^s I had heard was ol the 
more fashionalile snbnrhan type, standing in a central 
situation halfway to Kingston. The service was at the old 
English hour of eleven. We drove to it in the orthodox 
ftwfadon, with onr prayer booksand Sonday eoBtDmes» the 
Odkmel in xmifonn* The gentry of the neiAboorhood arc 
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antiquated in their habits, and to go to draroh on Sunday 

is still re<:jar(l('d as a nimple duty. A dozen carriafies stood 
under the shade at the doors. The cougregation was upper 
middle-olass English of the^b^ aort^ and waa lacgie, thougli 
ahnost wholly white. Wyt0 tablets as at Port Boyal 
eorered tiie walls, with &ix^^ English names upon them. 
But for the heat I could liaye imagined myself at home. 
There were no Aaron Bangs to be seen, or Paul Grelids, with 
the roQgh sense, the yigoor^Jba eneigy, and loystering li|^i> 
heartednesBof oorgrandffttherg^ The fieuses of ibe men wm 
serions and thonghtfiil, wittijhe shadow resting on them of 
an uncertain future. They^e pjood Churchmen still, and 
walk on in the old paths, wherever those paths msgr lead. 
They are Qld-fashioned and^w to ehange, and are perhf^ 
belated in an eddy of the great stream of progress ; boitiiey 
were pleasant to see and pleasant to talk to. After service 
there were the usual shakin^^s of hands among hiends out- 
side; arrangements were made for amuBenu uts and eipedi- 
tions in which I was inviteJTb join:— whieh were gpt ap, 
perhaps, for my own entertamment. I was to be taken to 

the Bif,dits of the neipfhbourhood ; I was to see this ; I was 
to Hce that ; above all, I must see the Peak ol the Blue 
Mountains. The peak itseirTcould see better from below, 
for there it stood, never mojjpg* between seven and eight 
ttonsand feet high. Bat I had^ad moontam riding enough, 
and was allowed to plead my ul^c imd inliniuties. U ua,s 
arranged hually that I should be driven the uext day to 
Gastleton, seventeen miled^ over a moontain pass, to see 

the Botanical Gardens^^JT* 

Aooordingly early on the following morning we set off ; 

two carriasjes fnll of us ; Mr. M , a new friend lately 

made, but I iiope long to be preserved, on the box of his four- 
in-hand. The road was as good as all roads are in Jamaica 
and Barbadoee, and more cannot he said in their Havonr* 
Forest trees made a roof over our heads as we olimbed to 



Digitized by Google 



JDRIVE TO CA^TLETON 



the mai of Ihe ridge. Then«e we desoended the dde of a 

\<ynvL valley, a stream runniiify below us which frradually 
grew into a river. We passed through all varieties of oulti- 
vatkm. On the high ground there was a large BQgar plan- 
tatioDy worked by eooliea, the first whom I had seen in 
Jamalea. In the allnTial meadows on the liTer-side were 
tobacco fields, cleanly and carefully kept, belon^ng to my 
Spanish friend in Kingston, and only too rich in leaves. 
ISiere was sago too, and gmger, and tamarindSt and coooa^ 
and eofiee, and eoooa*nnt palms. On the hill-sides were 
the garden farms of the blacks, and were something to see 
and remember. They receive from the Government at an 
almost nominal quit rent an acre or two of uncleared forest. 
To this as the first step they set light ; at twenty dilforent 
spots we saw theur fires biasing. To elsar an acre tiiey waste 
the timber on half a dozen or a dozen. They plant their yams 
and sweet potatoes among tlie ashes and grow crops there 
till the adl is exhausted. Th^they moTe on to another, 
which tii^y treat with the same reeklessness, leaving the 
first to go baok to semb. 'fiinee the Chinaman bomt his 
house to roast his pig, suclT waste was never seen. The 
male proprietors were loun^g about smoking. Their 
wives, as it was market day, were tramping into Kingston 
with their baskets on their fiead; we met them literally in 
thousands, aU menry and light-hearted, their little ones 
with little baskets trnddng at their side. Of tlie lords of 
the creation we saw, perhaps, one to each hundred women, 
and he would be riding on mule or donkey, pipe in mouth 
and carrying nothing. He "would be generally sulky too, 
while the ladies, young and old, had all a civil word for us 
and curtsied under their loaifs! Decidedly if there is to be 
a black constitution I would give the votes only to the 
women. 

We reached Oastlelon at last. It was in a hot damp 

valley, said to be a nest of yellow fever. The gaiJcns 
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alighflj disappomted me; my eipeefaiitioiiB had been too 
maeh raised by Trinidad. There were lovely flowera of 

course, and curious plants and trees. Every known palm 
is growing there. They try hard to grow roses, and they 
Bay that they soooeed. They were not in flower* and I 
eoold not jadge. Bnt the fuEniliar namee were aJl there, 
and others which were not fsuniliar, the newest importations 
called after the great ladiee of the day. I saw one labelled 
Mabel Morrison. To find the daughter of an ancient 
ooUege friend and oontemporazy giving a name to a plant 
in the New World makes one fed dreadibUy old ; bat I 
expected to find, and I did not find, some useful practical 
horticulture going on. They oncrht, for instance, to have 
been trying experiments with orange trees. The orange in 
Jamaica is left to nature. They plant the Beeda» and 
leave the result to ehanoe. They neiiher bad nor graft, 
and go upon the hypothesis that as the seed is, so will be 
the tree which comes of it. Yet even thus, so favourable 
10 the soil and climate that the oranges of Jamaioa are 

(prised above all others whi^ are sold in the Am^^ 
msrket. With skill and^^wledge and good selection 
they might produce the finest in the world. * There are 
dollars in that island, sir,' asjiu Amerioan gentleman said 
fXTm^ 'if they will looker them not the right way.' 
' Nothing of this kind was^ going on at Gastietoii ; so mneh 
the worse, but perhaps Jljings will mend by-and-by. I 
was consoled partly by another specimen of the AMiiterstia 
nabilis. It was not so large aB those which I had seen at 
I Trinidad, bat it was ui ^iendid bloom^ and certainly is 
\ the most gorgeous flowering tree which the world contains. 
Wild nature also wwjuxuriantly beautiful. We pic- 
nicked by the river, which here is a full rushing stream 
with pools that would have held a "ft^TKm, and did hold 
abundant mullet. We found a bower formed by a twuied 
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tibe roof. The floor was of shining shingle, and the air 

breathed cool from off the water. It was a spot which 



nymph or naiad may haunt hereafter, when nymphs are 
bom ag^m in the new era. The ereatmes of imagination 
have fled airay from modem entightenmeni. Bat we were a 

pleasant party of human beings, lying about under liie 
shade upon tht; pebbles. W© had brought a blanket of ice 
with us, and the champagne web mann factored into cup 
choieegt West Indian eldU. Figaree foU nnoonfleioiialy 
at saeh momente into attitndes which would eatisfy a 
painter, and the scenes remaiii upon the memory like some 
fine hnibhed work of art. We had done with the gardens, 
and I remember no mcnre of them except that I saw a 
mongoose stalking a floek of turkeys. The young ones and 
their mother gathered together and showed fight. The old 
cock, after the manner of the male animal, seemed chiefly 
anxious for his own skin. On the way back we met the 
retaining stream of women and children, loaded heaTily as 
befoce and with the same elastic step. In spite of all that 
is incorrect aboat them, the women are the material to 
uurk upon; and if they saw that we were in earnest, they 
would lend their help to make their hubbands bestir them* 
selves. A Datoh gentle man^ once boaeted to me of the 
wonderfiil prosperity of Ja va, w here ewybody was well off 
and everybody was indnstriqi^. He so insisted upon the 
industry that I asktul him h()\t-it was brought about. Were^ 
the people slaves*? 'Oh,' he cried, tv^ if shocked^ «God 



lorbid that a Christian nation, should be so wicked as t» 
keep slaves I ' 'Do they ney^ wish to be idle V I asked. 

* Nevt r, never,' he said ; * nq^io : we do not permit anyone 
to be idle.* 

My stay with Colonel J^— was drawing to a close ; one 
great liestivity was impending, which I wished to avoid ; 
but the gracious lady insisted that I must remain. There 

was to be a bail, and all the neighboui'hood was invited. 
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Flretty it was enre to \>^,__ WindowB and doots, pUrrlw 
and passages, would be jJI^open. The gardens would be 

li<;hte(l u]i, and the j:fue.sts could spread as they ]iI(hs(h1. 
Brilliant it all was ; raoreTrJjliant tliaii yon would see in 
our larger colonies. A ball in Sydney ni- Melbourne ia like 
a ball in the north of England or in New York. There are 
the yoiing men m hlaek coats, and there are brightly 
dressed young ladies for them to dance with. The chape- 
rons sit alonp; the walls ; the elderly jrentlemen witlidraw 
to the card room. Here all was different. The black coat^ 
in the ball at Jamaioa were on the backs of oid or middle- 
aged men, and, ezoept Government offioials, there was hardly 
a young man present in ciViEan drees. The rooms glittered 
with scarlet and white and blue and p:old lace. The offi- 
cers were there £iom the garrison and the licet ; but of 
men of business, of professional men, merchants, planters, 
lawyers &o. there were only those who had grown np to 
middle age in the island,*^hose fSortnnes, had or good, 
were bound up with it. When these were gone, it seemed 
as if there would be no one to succeed them. The coveted 
heirs of great estates were no longer to be found for mothers 
to angle alter. The trades and professions in Kingston 
had oeased to offer the prospect of an ineome to yonnger 
brothers who had to make their own way. For 250 years 
generationn of Englishmen had followed f)ne ujion another, 
bat we seemed to have come to the last. Of gentlemen 



forty, there were few to be seen; they were sneking 
their fortunes elsewhere. The En^riish interest in Jiamaioa 

is hUll a considerable thinj^T^The English flag flies over 
Government House, and no one so far wishes to remove it. 
But the British population is scanty and refuses to grow. 
Ships and regiments come and go, and offiom and State 
empfoyds make what 'apj)eani to be a hriUiaiit aoeiaty. 
But it is in appearance only. The station is no longer a 
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fmnrite one. They are gone, those pleasant gantxy who«6 
miiitry hoiueB irare the p u 1 iise of iMdiu sixtj years ago* 
AD is changed, eren to the offioen themselTee. The 

thavvlinf:^ ensign of our boyliood, bravo aH a lion in Lhc 
field, and in the niess x^m or the drawing room an 
idiots appears also to be dead as the dodo* Those th*toiie 
meets now aie mtelligent and enperior men— -iio iraoe of 
the MtoIoiis sort left. Islft the effeot of the ahoHtion of 
purchase, and competitive examinationR ? Ih it that the 
times themselves are growing serious, and even the most 
empty-headed feel that this is no season for levity ? 

I had seen what Janudoan life was like in the npper 
sphme, and I had heard^^ opinions that were current in 
them : but T wislied to see other parts of the country. I 
wished to see a class of people who were farther hrom head 
qnarters, and who mightjlpt aU sing to the same note. I 
determined to start off on an independent onuse of my 
own. In the centre iA tlio island, two thousand feet 
above the sea, it wa s rej )orted to me that I should iind 
a deUghtful village oa lled Mandeville, after some Duke of 
Manchester who governed Jamaica a hundred years ago. 
The scenery was 8aid39'haye a special charm of its own, 
the air to be exquisitelyjun r, tlie land to be well cultivated. 
Village mannerB were^be found there of tlitj uld-fasiiioned 
sort, and a lodging house and landlady of unequalled merit* 
There was a railway foTTlie first fifty miles. The line at 
starting eroesea the mangrove swamps at the month of the 
Cobre river. Yon see the trees stand in in the water on 
each side of the road. Bising slowly, it hardens into level 
granng ground^ stock ed wi th cattle and studded with 
mangoes and cedars, foujass Spanish Town, of which 
only the roofi of the bld_^te hnildings are visihle from 
the carriages. Sugar estates follow, some of whieli arc still 
in cnltivation, while ruine d^ mi lls and fallen aqueducts show 
where others once had been. The scenery becomes more 
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broken as you begin to ascend into the hills. Biver beds, 
dry when I flaw fhem, but porarM tonmatB in the niny 
■eaaon, aie eroeaed by piciozeBqiiie bridges. Toa eome to 
the forest, where the squatters were at their QBnal wwk, 

burning out theii- yam patches. Columns of white bmuke 
were ri^^in^; all about vet jh) abundant the timber and 
BO rapid the work of restoration when the devaatatmg 
swarm has passed, that in tk hwlireetioin they ha^ as yoi 
mude no marked impression, and the forest stretches as far 
m eye can reach. The glenajgrew more narrow and the 
trees grander as the train proceeded. After two hours we 
arrived at the present terminus, an inland town witii the 
singular name of Poms. No'^qilanation is given of it in 
the local handbooks : but I a Poms amonjy the com- 
panions of Columbus, and it is probably an interebting relic 
of the first Spanish occupalion. The railway had brought 
bnsinesB. Mule carts were going abont, and waggons; 
omnibnses stood in the 'yards, and there were stores of 
various kinds. But it was all ])lack. There was not a 
white face to be seen after we left the station. One of 
my companions in the tgpi was a Cuban engineer^ now 
employed npon the linej^ reldgeei I eoiyeotiiied^ be* 
longing to the beaten part^ ^ the lato rebellion, from 
th{> bitterness with which he spoke of the bpanifih 
admiiiibtration. *^ 

Poms is many hundred feet above the sea, in a hoOow 
where three vaUeys meet. lfandeville» to whiflii I wss 
bound, was ten miles farther on, the road ascending all the 
way. A carriage was waitmg for me, but too small for my 
luggage. A black boy offered to carry up a heavy bag for 
a shilling, a feat which he^Jaithfully and eipeditionaly par- 
formed. After cUmhing ajjteep hill,* we came oat upon a 
rich undulating plateau, long cleared and cultivated ; gre«i 
fields with cows feeding on them ; pretty houses standing 
in gardens ; a Wesleyan stg^n ; a Moravian statiop, wiih 
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chapels and parsonages. The red soil was zoixed with? 
emmbling lompB of white ooraly a ready-made and in- 
ailiMiitiUe tandy of m^e. Onrt ■ilkH.otton trSl 

towered op m lonely magnifibenee, the home <»f the dreaded 
Jumbi — woe to t)ie wretcE~w&o strikes an axi; iiito those 
eacred stems 1 Almonds, cedars , mangoeSt gum trees spread^ 
their shade over the road. Omn^e trees were everywhere; 
■ometunee In omshards, flo metime a growing at their own 
wfld will in hedges and copse and tluokei Finally, at the^ 
outskirts of a perfectly Epglisb village, we brought up at 
the door of the lodging house kept by the justly celebrated 
liuMBoy. The hoaee, or o^^g, stood at the roadside, at tibia) 
top of a steep flight of ste ps; aj amhling one-stoiy hnilding, 
from which rooms, creeper-covered, had been thrown out as 
they were wanted. There was tiie universal green vi raiKlah 
into whioh they all opened f and t he windows looked out over 
% large eominony used of old, and perhaps now, as a raoe- 
oonrse^ on wooded slopes, ^^B^sfumy iwansioiiB dropped here A 
and there in openings amoncj the woods ; farm buildings at ) 
intervalb \\\ the distance, surrounded by clumps of palms ; 
and beyond them ranges of mountains almost as blue as 
the sky agsinst whieh they were "feintlywUe. MissB^ 
the lady and mistrees of the eetahlishment, eame ont to 
meet me : middle-aged, witli a touch of the black blood, but 
with a face in which one places instant and sure depen- 
denoe, shrewd, quiet, sensible, and entirely good-humoured. 
A white-haired brother, somewhat mfirm and older than 
ahe^ g^ed behind her as her shadow. She attends to 
the business. His pride is in his garden, where he has 
gathered a coUection of rare plants in admired disorder ; 
the ni^it*blowing oereiis hanging oarelesBly over a broken 
paling, and a palm, oniqne of its kind, waving behind it. 
At the back were orange trees and plantains and eoABe 
buslies, with long-tailed humming birds flittin[» nlxjut their 
nests among the branches. All kind of de l i c acies, from 
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jfimii and fnreservea toooffBe, Mus Boy grows for her viaiftiM 

/'oil her own soil, and prepares from the first stage to the 

ilast with her own cunning hands. 

Having made acquaintance with the misirefis» I stroUed 
out to look aboat me. After waUdng up the road for a 
quarter of a mile, I fotrndjuyself in an eiaet raprodiietioii 
of a Warwickshire hamlet^fore the days of raflways imd 

(iji ick chimneys. There were no elms to he sure — there 
were silk-cotton trees an^^angoes where the elms should 
liave been ; bat there were the boys playing orioket» and a 
market honae, and a moSeTt inn, and a ahop or two, and » 
Uaeksmith's forge with a^'^d where bcraee were standing 
waiting their turn to be shod. Across lLl green was the 

l^arTsh church, with ii% three aisles and low square tower, in 
which hung an old peal ofnbeUs. Parish stocks I did not 
observe, though, perhaps, I *ifllght have had I looked for 
tbam; bat there was a soBoSIioaBe and parsonage, and« 
withdrawn at a distance ^as^ superior dignity, what had 
once perliaps heen the squire's mansion, when .s<iuiie and 
such-like had been the natural growtli of the counlry. it 
was as if a branoh of the tree had been eanied owr 
and planted there ages ago, and as if it had taken root and 
become an exact resemblance of the parent stock. The 
peo})le had hlack faces ; but even they, too, hail hhaix J ilicir 
manners on the old English models. The men touched 
their hats reepectfully (as they eminently did not in Kings- 
ton and its environs). The women smiled and eortsiedy 
and the children looked shy when one spoke to them. 
The name of slavery is a horror to us ; but there must 
have been Bomething human and khully about it, too, \'ihen 
it left upon the character the marks of courtesy and good 
breeding* I wish I coald say as moeh fw the efieot of 
modem ideas. The negroes in MandeviUe were, perhaps, 
as happy in their old condition as they have been since 
their glorious emaucipati<^, and some of them to this day 
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speak regretfully of a time when children did not die of 
neglflot; when Ihe siek and the aged were token eate ol^ 
and the etrong and bealUiy were» al leaatt aa weU looked 

after as their owner'B cattle. 

Slavery could not last \ but neither can the condition 
last which has followed it. The equality between black and 
while ia a forced eqoality and not a real one^ and Natore 
in the long ran has her way, and rea^juats in their proper 
relations what theorists and ])]iilanthropists ha\ disturbed. 

I was not Miss Boy's only guest. An American lady 
and gentleman were stayin^Jhere ; he, I believe, for his 
heahh, aa the elimate of Mandeville ia oelebrated, Ameri- 
eana, whatever may be their^nlts, are always nna^Mled ; 
and bO are easy to get on Nvitji. We dined togetlier, and 
talked of the place and its jnha bitanta. They had been 
Btmok like myself with the manners of the peasantSi which 
were eomething entirely new to them. The lady oaid, and 
without eipreesing the least^disapproval, that she had 
fallen ill with an old slave who told her that, thanks to God, 
he had seen good times. ' He was bred in a good home, 
wikh a master and miatresa belonging to him. What the 
master and mistress had the slaves had, and there was no 
difference ; and his master used to visit at King's House, 
and iuB men were all proud of him. ies, glory be to God, 
he had seen good timeB.^___>/^^ 

In the evening we sat out in the verandah in the soft 
sweet air, the husband andj^smoking onr cigars, and tiia 
lady not minding it. They^ad come to Mandeville, as we 
go to Italy, to escape the New England \?inter. They 
had meant to Btay but a few days; they found it so 
eharming that they had staged for many weeks. We 
talked on till twilight became night, and then appeared a 
show of natural pyrotechnics which beat anything of the 
kmd which 1 had ever been or read of: hreilies as large 
aa cockchafers flitting round us among the leaves of the 
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creeper 8, with two long antsnw, st the point of eMh of 
which hangs uut a hlazing lantborn. The unimaginative* 
colonists call them gig-lamps. Had Shakespeare e^er 
heard of them, they would have played round Ferdinnnd 
and Minxida in ProBpero's oa?e» and wonld have home a 
fiurer name. The li^t is blnish-green, like a | ^wwq g iii *a» 
bat immeasurably brighter ; and we could trace them far 
away glancing Hke spirits over the meadows. 

I could not wonder that my new iriends had been 
eihanned with the place. The air was exqniaite^ pan* 
the temperature ten degrees below that of Kin^^ton, never 
o p p te e sive ly hot and neyer cold ; the foreet eeenery aa 
beautiful as at Arden; and Mis- Woy'^ j>io\i8ion for as, 
roomS) beds, breakfastsi dinners, ahsoiuteiy without fault. 
If ever there was an inspired cofifee maker, Miss Bc^ was 
thai person. The gloxy of Mandeville is in its cmiges, 
I The worst orange I ate in Jamaica was better than the beat 
jl ever ate in Europe, and the hest oranqjes of Tamaica are 
' the oranges of Mandeville. New York has found out tin ir 
merits. One gentleman alone sent twenfy thousand boxes to 
New York last year, clearing a dollar on each box ; and this, 
as I said just now, when Nature is left to pEodnce what she 
pleases, and art has not, begun to help her. FcrtoBea 
larger than were ever made hy sugar wait for any man, 
and the blessings of the world along with it, who will set 
himself to work at orange gcowing with skill and science in 
a place where heat wiU not wither the trees, nor frosls» aa 
in Flmda, bite off the Uomoms.) Tdlow few was new 
heard of there, nor any dangerous cpiflt niio. nor snake nor 
other poisonous reptile* The droughts which parch the 
lowlands are nnknown, for an even rain falls all the year 
and the soil is always moist. I inquired with wonder why 
. the nnfortonale soldiers w^were perched among the eiaga 
at Newcastle were not at Mandeville instead. I was told 
I that water was the dilhcul^; that there was no met cur 
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runiiincr Btream there, and that it bad to be drawn from 
wells or collected into cistenis. One must applaad the 
mitMm whioh the authorities have at last disj^jed; hat \ 
ctttlie thvm at Mandeville, jmd sheep, and Uaek men and 
women in luxuriant abundance. One would like to know 
that the geiieial who sold the Newcastle estate to the 
Government was not the 8am9 person who was allowed to 
leport as to the eiyahaitise of ^aspot which, to the eanmum 
observer, would eeem as perfectly adapted lor the purpose 
as the other is detestable. _ 

A few English families were scattered about the neigh- 
bourhood, among whom I mg^e a passing aeqnaintanoe. 
Thej had a lam-lenmB club in the village, whieh met onee 
a mA ; they dxove in wilE^ their pony earriages ; a lady 
made tea under the trees : they had amusements and 

^ - 

pleasant society which cost nothing. They were not rich ; 
hot thsy were eomrteooB, simple, fmolkt and eor tol> J 
MudevlDe is the eentre of a distriet whidh 

it in diaracter and extends for many miles. It is ftunons 
for its cattle as well as for its fruit. :nul has excellent gi-azing 
grounds. Mr. » an othcer of police, took me round 
with him one moming. It was the old story. Though^ 
there were BtHl a fsw wh^^^roprieton left, th^ were 
growing fewer, and the blacksj\ere multiplying upon them. 
The smoke of their clearances showed where they were at 
work. Many of them are bef^nming well-to-do. We met them 
on the roads with their ea^juid mnles ; the yoong ones 
armed, too, in some instanoes with good do«ible*harrelIed 
muzzle-loaders. There is no game to shoot, but to have 
a gun raises them in their own estimation, and they like to 
be prepared for eontingenciesr Mr. — had a troublesome 
plaoe of it. The negro pea^by were good-hnmonred, ha 
eeid, hat not nniversdly honest. They stole eattle, and 
would not give evidence against each other. If brought 
into court* they held a pebble in their mouths, being under 
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the impression that when they were so provided perjury 
did not count. Their education was only bkiii-decp, aiul 
the tichoola which the Government provided had not 

touehed their charaoten at aU« Mr. dntka brouglit 

him In ooDiactwiththeiiiiftmniralile Izoeemd 
a far pleasanter impression from a Moravian minister, who 
called on me with a friend whohad lately taken a farm. I 
was particularly glad to see^ this gentlooian, for of the 
Bf orayianB eveiEyooe had sgoken well to me. He ma noi 
the least enthnsiastio about his poor Uaek flhe^, but he 

bai l tluit, li they were not better than the avera;_;t English 
labourcrB, he did not think them worse. They were called 
idle. They would work well enough if they had fair wages, 
and if the wages were pal7 regularly; bnt wliat ooold be 
expected when women servuits had bat three shillings a 
/week and * found themselves/ when the men liad but a 
shillmg a day and the pay was kept in arrear, in order that, 
if they came late to w(Hrk|jir if they came irregularly, it 
mic^t be kept back or out down to what the empiOTer 
chose to give? Under sncC conditi(ms any man of any 
colour would prefer to work for himself if he liad a j^arden, 
or would be idle if he had none. ' Living ' costs ue&i to 
nothing either to them or their families. But the wriniiTtti' 
said, and his Mend coufinned it by his own experiflnoe» 
that 11 u se same fellows would work regularly and faithfully 
for aiiy master whom tiaey personally knew and could rely 
upon, and no EnglishnuuTcoming to settle there need be 
afraid of fsiling for want^of labour, if he had sense and 
energy, and did not pref^to lie down and groan. The 
my 1 1 lends said, were kindly-hearted, respectful, 
and well-dibposed, but they were children ; easily excited, 
easily tempted, easily misled, and totally unfit Ux self- 
govenunent. If we wished to min them altogether, we 
should persevere in the oonrse to which, they were eony to 
hear, we were so inclined. The real waiii in ilie inland 
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was of intelligent Englishmen to employ and direct them, 
and KngUshmen were going away bo fast that they feared 
there would soon be none^ them left. This waa the j 
opmion of two moderate yd e xeelknt men, whose natiiral ' 

and professional prejudices were all on the black man's 
side. 

It was ooufirmed both in its favourable and on^ 
InnmUe aqN»to 1^ >£^r iinp^ Mitbority. My 
first Amerioaxk aoqnaintandSr'had gone, bat their rooms 

were occupied by another o ftjeir countrymen, a specimen 
of a class of whom more will^be heard in Jamaica if the 
fKt^ are kind. The English in the island cast in their lot \ 
with BOgir, and if sngar '^j^pressed they lose heart* 
Amecieans keep their ' eyes signed,* as they eall it, to look 
out for other openings. They have discovered, aH I said, 
' that there are dollars in J ama ica/ and one has come, and~] 
has set up a trade in plantuns^ in whii^ he is making a 
tetone; and this gentleman had percei^ that thore were 
■ doUan in the bamboo,' aziOor bamboos there was no 
l^hice in the world like the West IndigaJ He came to^ 
Jamaica, brought machines to clear the hbre, tried to make 
ropes of it» to make canvas, paper, and I know not what. 
I think he told me that Tiejmd spent a quarter of a miUion ' 
dollars, instead of finding any, before he hit upon a pay- 
ing use for it. The barabo(nibre has certain elastic incom^ 
pressible properties in wh ich i t is without a rival. He 
forms it into ' padcing ' for the boxes of the wheels of rail- \ 
way carriages, where it EqEIb oil like a q>onge» never ' 
hardens, and never wears outTJle Bends the packing over 
the world, and the demand grows as it is tried. He ha8"7 
set up a factory, thirty miles fi'om Mandeville, in the valley 
of the Black Biw. He has a large body of the negms 
working for him who are said to be so mmianageable. 
He, like Dr. Nicholls in Dominica, does not find them 
unmanageable at ail. They never leave him ; they work for 
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him from year to year as regularly as if tiiey were alms* 
They have their small faults, l)ut lie does not magnify them 
into vices. They are attached to him with the old-faahioaed 
affBc tio n wfaieh good laboamrB always feal for emplofym 
whom they xespeet, and jlwmimial is dreaded as tha sofowt 
of pnnishmentff. In the coarse of time he thought that 
they might become fit for political privileges. To confer 
such privileges on them at present would fling Jamaioa 
' back into absolute barbarism. 

I said I wished that more of his ooontrymeii would 
come and settle in Jamaica as he had done and a few 
others already. American energy would be liiie new blood 
^ in the veins of the poor island! He answered that manj 
would probably some if t hey co uld be satisfied that theve 
would be no more politieal eiperimenting; but they would 
not risk their capital if there was a chance of a black 
p arliamen j 

If we choose to make Jamaiea into a Hsjyti* we need 
CjPMit look for AmerioaDB downlhat way. 

Let us hope that entBusiasm for eons ti t n tkma will for 

once m fx] ( rate its ardour. The black race has suffered 
enough at our hands. They have been saoriiiced to slavery ; 
are ti^y to be saorifieed Sgaan to a dream or a doetriaef 

C There has a new ereed risen* while the old eceed is luling. 
It has its priests and its^rophets, its tomulas and Ha 
articles of belief. ^ 



Whosoever will be saved* before all thingiB it is aeeeasaiy 
that he hdd the Badical faith. 

And the Badical faith is this : all men are equal, and 
the voice of one is as the voice ol another. 

And whereas one man is wise and another fooUsh, and 
one is upright and another erooked^ yet in thia suffinage 
none is greater or less than another* The vote li equal, 
the dignity co-elcaiial. 
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Trnth is one and rif»ht is one : yet right is right hecause 
the majority bo declare it, and justioe is jostioe because 
the majority bo deelaie it. 

And if the minority affirm one thing to-day, thai is 

rif;ht ; and if the majority affirm the opposite to-morrow, 
(hat is right. 

Becaaee the will of the majority is the ground of 
rigfit and thcve is no other, 4^ ^ Ae. 

This is tiie Badieal futh, which, ezeepi every man do 

keep whole and undefiled. he is a Tory and an enemy of the 
Btate, and without doubt Bhail perish everlastingly. 



Once the Badioal was a I^^ral and went for toleraiioQ 
and freedom of opinion. ^Jhas become a believer now. 

He ib light aiid you are wrong, aiul if you do not agree 
with him you aic a fooff'and you are wieked beeidee. 
Voltaire says that atheism and superstition are the two\ 
pdes of inteUeotnal disease. Saperstiiion he thinks the^ 
worse of tlie two. The af&Sst is merely mistaken, and c«m7 
be cured if you show him that he is wrong. The fanatic 
can never be cured. Yet^each alike, if he prevails, will 
4efitroy hnman society* What would Voltaire have expected 1 
lor poor mankind had hr^en both the predons qualities / 
•combined in this new 8pmboltmFjdd?j 

A creed is not a reasoned'judgment l)used u|Hja experi- 
•ence and insight. It is a child of imagination and passion. 
Like an organised thing, it has its appointed period and 
then dies. Ton cannot £gae it out of existence. It works 
for good ; it works for evi^but work it will while tlic life 
is in it. Faith, \st are t^ld^is not contradictory to reason, \ 
but is above reason. Whether reason or faith sees tnier,> 
'events wiU pr ove, j 

One more observation this American gentleman made 
to me. He was speaking of the want of spiiit and of tlie 
despondency of the West Indian whites. * I never knew. 
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\mt* be BBid, * any good oome of deeponding mm* If 

I intend to strike a mark, you had better believe that you ( an 
I btrike it. No one ever liit anythinjr if he thought that 
I he was most likely to miBB it. You most take a cheerful 
t view of things, or yon wiU have no soooess in ihk irorld.' 

*l^e heart tjyne aV the Scotoli porowb iaya. The 
Anglo-Weet Indians are tyning heart, and that is the worst 
feature about them. They can get no help except in them- 
selires, and they can help themselves after aU if we allow 
them fiiir play* The Americans irill not touch them 
politieaUy, hut they vill trade with them ; they will liring 
their eafntal and their skill and knowledge among them, and 
make the islands richer and more prosperous than ever 
they were — on one condition : they will risk nothing in 
sneh enterprises as long as the shadow hangs over them of 
^ possible government by a black majority. Let it suffice 
/ to have created one IretancTwithoat deliberately mannfM* 
X taring a second. J** 
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Jamaioan hospitality — Cherry Garden — i^eorge VVilliam Gordon — The <ior> 
ido lioli—OoTCiiior ^yxe— A diq^ tail Hi oonseqaeooM—JamtlfliD 
eociiitK74Mniw iooietj — Ifodorn speeoktion — A SpaniBfa fable — Port 
Bojil— The oonunodoM— Navil ttiefttrioila^TliA modam aailor. 

Thb Barviving zepreBentfttives of ibe Jawiftican gentiy are 
aa hospitable as their &thcrs and graadfathers naed to be. 
An Ett^iah visitor who wwhee to see the island is not 

allowed to take his chinn r at hotels- -wIktp, indeed, his 
chance would be a bad me. A single acquaintance is 
enough to start with. He is sent on with letters of intro* 
dnetbn from one house io another, and is assured of a 
fiiiFonrable reception. 1 W&e treated as kindly as any 
btranjxer wuuld be, and that was as kindly as possible. 
But friends do not ask urto stay with them that their 
portraits may be drawn ui^the traveller's journals ; and I 
mention no one who was thns good to me, unless some 
general interest attaches either to himself or liis rc^ sidenee. 
Such interest does, however^ attach to a Bpot where, after"? 
leaving Mandeville, I passed a few days. The present 
owner of it was the ohiel manager of the Kingston Inraneh 
of the Colonial Bank ; a elever aoeompUshed man of bnsi- 
ness, who understood the financial condition of the West 
Indies better perhaps than any other man living. He was 
a botanist besides; he had a fine collection of enridus] 
plants whieh were funona in the isbmd; and waa other- 
«iM ft emtiemn of the UigUt rtaading and notation. 
Hib lady wab one of the old iblaiid aribiocracy — high-bred, 
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eoltmted, an aoeompluiied artist; a person who umild 

have shone anywhere and in any circle, and was, there- 
fore, contented to be herself and indifferent whether she 
shone or not. A visit in such a family was liitely to be 
iiiBtniotiTe, and was Bure to fie agreeaUe ; and om theee 
I groonda alone I flhoaliTTIaA'e aooqited gmtefiiUy the opf 
tnniiy of knowing them better whieh they kindly made for 
me by an invitation to stay with them. But their place, 

{which was called Gherry'^ciarden, and which I had Been 
from the gromida at Goyerriment House, had a fdrtlier nn> 
portance of its own in havingjMen the house of the nnfiir* 
tnnate 6teorge William Gor donJ 

The disturbances with which ^Ir. Gordon was connected, 
and for his bhare in which lie waw executed, are bo recent 
and so notorious that I ueei^ give no detailed aoooont of 
them, though, of coarse, Tlooked into the history agun 
and listened to all that I could hear about it. Thotu^ I 
/had taken no part in Mr. Eyre's defence, I was one of those 
i who thou<j;lit from the first that Mr. Eyre had Uen un- 
worthily sacri&ced to publip clamour. Had the agitation 
in Jamaica spread, and^^^ken the form which it eaailj 
might hare taiken, he would have been bkmed as keenly \/f 
one half of the world if fie'had done nothing to cheek it 
as he was blamed, in faetj^J^ the other for too much energy. 
r€arlyle used to say tbat^was as if, when a ship had been 
on fire, and the captain b^ skill and promptitude had put 
the fire ont, his owner wer^ to say to him, ' Sir, you poured 
too much water down the. hold and damaged the cargo.* 
The captain would answer, ' Y(?s, sir, but I have saved your 
ship.* This was the view which I carried with me to 
Jamaica, and I have brought it back with me the same in 
essentials, thoofi^ qualified dearer perceptions of the 
real nature of the sitnatio]^ 

Something of a veryjimilar kind had hap^ned in 
Natal jutit before I vi&ited that colony in 187 4^ I had 
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Been the whites there hardly recovering from a yiiwic in 
which a common police case had been magnitied by fear 
into the beginning of anjnsurrection. Langalibalele, a 
CSifir ehief mkhm the British diwniiiiininii, bad been in- 
•obordiiuUe. He had been, sent for to Mariteberg, and 
had invented excuses fo r di sobedience to a lawful order. 
The whites believed at once that there was to be a general 
Gaffir rebellion in whicE~^ey would ail be murdered* 
They raeolyed to be beforehand with it. They earfied^ 
ire and eipord through two eoneidenible trfbei. At first 
they thought that they hadjjovered themselves with glory ; 
calmer reflection taught many of them that perhaps th^y~7 
had been too hasty, anc TS^ TiangalihalftlB had never in- 
teoded to rebel at all. 1?&e Jamaieaii disturbuiee was of a"} 
flfaidlar Und. Mr. Gordon had given lees provoeation than 
the Caftir chief, but the circyrastances were analogous, and 
the actual danger was proba bly greater. Jamaica had? 
then oonstitotloDaly though not what ia oailed regponeible, 
gowmiMiit. The eieeati^jower remained with the Grown. ' 
There had been differences^of^opinion between the governor 
and the Assembly. Gordon, a^ man of colour, was a pro^ 
minent member of the opposition. He had called pubHc 
neetingi of the hIaokB in a distant part of the ialand, and 
was endeavouring to bring Jh§ preesore of pnbtte opinion 
on the opposition side. Imprudent as such a step mig^ 
have been among an igiiunint and excitable population, 
where whites and blacks were so unequal in numbers, and 
whore th^ knew ao littl e^of_ eaeh other» Mr. Gordon wae^ 
not going beyond what m eonst i tational theory he was 
legally entitled to do ; no r wa s his language on the })lar~l 
form, though violent and infl aiii matory , any more so tlian 
what we listen to patiently at home. Under a popular 
Moatitatioii the people are sovereign; the laenibera of 
ttie assemUiee are popular delegates; and when there is 
A division of opinion any man has a right to call the 
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oonstttoeoeiw to express their sentuiMiits* U stmee wm 

thrown at the police and seditious cries were raiued, it was 
no more than might be reasonably expected. 

We at home can be oalni on auoh occasions because 
we know that theie is no teaTcUnger, and thai the law k 
strong enoof^ to assert itself. In Jamaica a lew thousand 
white people were living in^Jb© middle of negroes forty 
times their number — once ^eir slaves, iiuw raised to be 
their political equals — each regarding the othar on the lea&t 
jffoyooation with vesentmd^^Dd 
the massaete in Hajti is^ half-fturgotlen atoiy. Not 
one person in a thousand of those who danumred for the 
prosecution of Governijr Eyre had probably ever litard of 
it. In Jamaica it is ev er ^p resent in the minds of the 
Europeans as a frightful eyijenee of what the negroea an 
eapaUe when roused to frensy. The French planters had 
done nothing partionlarly wnel to deserve thttr animoeity, 
and were as well iL;^;Lrded by tliLir slaves as ever wo had 
been in the Englitih iblaiulB. Yet in a fever of politicai 
excitement, and as a reward for the decree of the Paris 
Bevolntionary Govemment* wiiieh deehued them free, thsf 
allowed the liberty which was to have elevated them to 
the white man's level to turn them into devils ; and they 
mtibbHcred the whole of the French inhabitants. It was 
inevitable that when the volcano in Jamaica began to show 
qrmploina of similar acyyity the whites residing there 
shoold be nnaUe to look^on with the eahnnem wliidi w% 
from thousands of miles away, xmreaacmaMy eipeete d of 
them. They iiiiii;4nicd their houses in flames, and them- 
selves and their famihes at the mercy of a furiooB mob. 
No personal relation between the two raeee has grawn 19 
to take the plaos of slavery. The white gentry have falasfa 
for labourers, blacks for^^^^^ servants, yet as a role 
(though, of course, therg are exceptions) they have no 
interest m each other, esteem nor coniidence; there- 
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feve any Bymptom <Kf agitation k ' oertain lo produee a 

panic, and panic i.s jLlways violent. J 

The blacks who atksnded (ior don s meetings came armed 
with gans and etttkegpo; ajurty of white Yolanteecs went 
hi eomeqnenee to waioh them^ and to keep order if 
they showed i^gne of mea^g^insorreeiioo. Stcmes were! 
thrown ; the liiot Act was read, more stones followed, 
and tlien the volunteers and several persons were 

kiUed. Of eoiueee theire wae/oxy. The Uaok mob thaal 
aetoaUy did riae. They ^mgrched abont that partiealar 
district destroying plantations, and burning boneee. Thal^ 
they di<l so httle, and that the tlamt did not spread, was 
a proof that there was ao^pmeditation of rebeUion, no 
prapated plan of aotiony no previoiifl eommnnicialiop b^ 
tween the different partotf the island with a view to any 
connuon movement. ThJ^was no proof, and there was 
no reason to suppose, tiiat Gordon had intended au armed 
ootfareak. He would have been a fool if he had^ when 
eoastitntional agitation ^cl the weight of nnmberB at his 

^^^^^^ 

baek woold have seetireanim all that he wanted. When 

intiammable materials are brought together, and spai'ks 
are Hying, you caimot equitably distribute the blame or the 
pomshment* Ejrre was responsible for the safety of the 
island, fie was not a Jamaiean. The role in the colonial 
esnriee ie that a govem^iemains in any edony only kmg 

enou^^h to begin to understand it. He ib ihcn removed 
to another of which he knows nothing. He m tlurtfore 
absohitefy dependent in any difficulty upon local advic e. 
When the fioto begui gSc? white man in Jamaica was oF^ 
one opinion, that unless the fire was stamped oat promptly 
they wuLild aU be murdg^Hd- Being without experience 
himself, it was very dit hculL for Mr. Eyre to disregard so 
eompMs a nnanimiiy* Ijuppose that a perfectly cafan 
end dfldemined man woald have seen in the nnaatmity 
IMI the evidence of alarm and imagination. He ought 

ft 2 
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perhaps to have relied entirely on the police ami the re- 
gular troops, and to have called in the volunteers.y But 
here again was a difficulty ; for the police were black, and 
the West India legjmenta jvm blaok, and the Sepoy re- 
henion was freah in erer^body's memoty* He had n» 
time to deliberate. He had^ to act, and to act promptly ; 
and if, relyin*v on his own judgment, he liad difircprarded 
what everyone round him insisted upon, and if mi^hief 
had afterwards oome ol it, the oensnre which would have 
ftjlen upon him would have been as severe as it wooM 
have been deserved. He asgmned that the Bnglish eolo* 
nists were right and that a general k Ik llion had l>efrnn- 
They all armed. They formed into t riiipaiiies. The dis- 
turbed district was placed under martial law, and these 
SKiemponsed leghnents, too fiew in nmnber to be meidliil, 
saw safety ^1 ^ striking terror into the poor wnMiee. 
It was in Jamaica as it was^in Natal afterwards : hut we 
must allow for human nature and not ]>e hasty to hlame. 
If the rising at Morant Bay was but the boiling over of a 
pot from the oratory of an^ eioited patriot, there was de- 
plorable emelty and viol(^;e. Bnt, again, it was all too 
natnral. Men do not bw easily to fiee their late ser- 
vants on their way to become their ])olitic.al masters, and 
they believe the worst of them because they are afraid. A 
model governor would have rather restrained tiieir ardour 
than enoooraged it, but all that can be ssid against Mr. 
Eyre (so fiur as regarded JEe general snppressioii of the 
insurgents) is that he acted as nine Imndred and ninety- 
nine men out of a thouBaijd- would have acted in his place, 
and more oog^t not to bg. ejq^ected of average colonial 
governo rs* J 

His treatment of Gordsii, the origuial eanse of Hie dis* 

tiirl ancc, was more questionable. Gordon had returned to 
his own house, the house where I was Roinfr, within sij^ht of 
£yre*s windows. It would have been fair, and perhaps rigbtf 
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to arrest him, and right also to bring him to trial, if lie 
had oonmitted aiiy ofieDoe^for whieh he obuld be legally 
pmuabecL So rtfong ifaajhe fDelfing a^iiyiuA him that, if 
«mj while man hi Kingrton had been empaan^Oed, ihdre 

iprould have btjen a unanimous verdict and they would not 
liftv(^ looked too doeely into niceties of legal constructiou# 
Uuioriaaalely it was doabtfal whether Gordon had done 
aojrthing which 'could be^nstamed into a oi^ftal erima. 
He had a right to call public meetingB together. He had 
a right to appeal to political passions, and to indulge as 
hreely aa he pleased in thejjatriotic commonpiacea of plat- 
tema, provided lie did not, himeelf ndTise or enoourag^ 
a hreaeh of the peace, and this it could not easQy be 
proved that he had done. I^was, however, the leader of 
the oppiJrtition to the Government. The opposition had 
broken into a riot, and Gor^lon was guilty of having ex- 
«ited the feelingB which led- to it. The leadar coold not 
•be allowed to escape unpunished while bis Ibilowera 
being shot and flogged. The Kingston district where he 
resided was under the orciinarj^ law. Eyre sent him into 
the district which was under martial iaWj tried him by a 
joilitary eomrt and hanged hyoj 

The Oabmet at home ftt^rat thanked Umr repreaenia- 
tive for having saved the island. A clamour rose, and they 
sent out a commistiion to examine into what had happened. 
The commiBsion reported an|fivoarably» and Eyre was die- 
mioBed and mined, in Jamaica I never heard anyone expreae 
adonbt on the loll propriety; of his action. He carried away 
with him the affection a ad esteem of the whole of the 
English colonists, who beUeve that he saved them from 
deetmctum. In my own opinion the &iilt was not in Mr. 
Byre» and was not ui themifortonale Gordon, bat in thoee 
who bad insisted on allying a constitational form of 
government to a country where the population is so un- 
iavourably divided. If the numbers of white and black 
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were more nearly equal, the objection would be less, for the 
natural superiority of the white would then a'^srrt itself 
irithcmtdiffiooltj, andthere^^oldbeiiopaiiios. WhrnUie 
disproportHm is so enormoitfi as H is in Jiiiiaioa» nbm 
intelligence and property are in a miserable minoritj', and 
a half-reclaimed race of Bavages, cannibals uot long ago» 
and capable* bb the statej^f Hayti shows, of mertiDg to 
Mauiibalism agaiii, ue living beside them as iheir poliliesl 
equals, such panies arise'Vom the natore of fhings, and 
will themBelves cause the ^tabiroplie from the dread of 
which they f^] ring. Mutual Jear and mistruBt can lead to 
nothing in the end bat violent ooUisions. The tlieofj cf 
constitntional goyemment fhai the nu^jority shall rale 
the minority, and as long as the qualities, moral and mental, 
of the parties are not grossly dissimilar, such an arran^ 
ment forms a tolerable modui vivendu Where in character* 
in mental foroei in ene^, in eoltivation, there is no 
equality at all, butj^n inequality whieh has existed for 
thousands of years, and IS as plain to>day as it was in the 
Egypt of the Pharaohs, to expect that the intelligent few 
will submit to the unintelligent many is to expect what 
I has never been fonndjmd what never oii|^t to be found* 
TPfie whites cannot be trusted to role the bkeks, bat for (lie 
blacks to rule the whites is a yet grosser anomaly. Were 
England out of the wa};Jhere would be a war of extermi- 
nation between them. En gland prohibits it, and holds the 
balance in forced egu ^jy , England^ therefore, so kmg 
as the West Indies are English, most herself rule, and rale 
impartially, and so acqurtjiorself of her self-chosen respon- 
^sibihties. Let the colo niea. which are occupied by our own 
Cjg^ rale themselves asjsp role oorselvee. The En^^ish 
I eonstitnencies have no nghts over the oonstilaeneiss of 
^lada and Australia, for^e Canadians and Anstrafians 
are as well able to manage iheir own affairs as we 
to manage ours. If they pieier even to elect governore 
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of their own, let them do as they please. The link ] 
between ns is community of blood and interest, and wiU ( 
im4 part OTO detoilBof admiiuakatum* Bat in these other / 
eoloniee whieh are onr own we m net aooept the faota ai I 
they are. l%oee who will not recognise xealitiee are always J 
beaten in the end. 

The train from Poms br oogb t as back to Kingston an^ 
hour before Bonset. The eyening was lovefy^ even lor 
Jamaiea. The sea hreeie 'Ead'fiiQen. The land breeia 
had not risen, and the diisTTay harmless on road and 
hedge. Cherry Garden, to which I wad bound, was but "J 
B€Ten miles distant by the direct road, so I calculated on a 
daUghtfnl dhve whieh wonir^ me to my destinatum 
bsltxre dttrk. 80 1 eaknlatedT bat alas ! for hmnan ezpeefS^ 
tion. I engaged a * biigfjy "^at the station, with a decent- 
looking conductor, who ass ^ye^ me that he knew the way 
to Cherry Garden as well as to his own door. His hianS] 
looked starved and ndserableT^fto insisted that there was 
not anotiier in Kingston thSTwas more than a mateh f6r SI^ 

We set out, and for the first two"or three miles we weal on 
well enough, conversing a micab ly upon things in general. 
But it so happened that it wa s again market day. The] 
foad was tbrongMl as be fore wj th women plodding along 
with thenr baskets on the y hea ds, a eanf^ male on a^ 
donkey to each detachmentofjhem, can vinnj nothing, like 
an oi^cer with a company of soldiers. Fooliiih indignation 
rose in ne^ and I asked m y fiS d if he was not ashamed . 
vt seeing the poor oreatiires tolling so emelly, while their ] 
lords and mastm amused jheiBselves. I appealed to hii^ 
feelings as a man, as if it was likely that he had got any. 
Tb» wretch only laughed . *Ah , mas8a,\he said, with his j 
tongoe in his eheek* * women do women's work, men do 

(men's work-^all right' 'XnSTwhat is men's work?* I 
asked. Instead of answn^^he went on, * Look at they 
women, massa— how they laugh — how happy they be I 
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Nobody more happy than black woman, massa.' I would 
not let him o£L I pricked into him, till he got excited 
toOt and we argaed and oontradieted each other, till at kit 
the hone, finding he waa not attended (o, went hia own waj 
and that was a wrong one. Between Kingiton and oor 
destiiiaLion there is a deep sandy flat, overgrown \\ ith bush 
and penetrated in all directionfl with labyrmthine lanes* 
Into thiei we had wanderecTm onr qnamlBy and netther of 
OS knew where we were. The sand nae looee; oor mte- 
able beast was above lii8_JejJockB in it, and was visibly 
dropping under his efforts to drag us alonp^ oven at a walk. 
The sun went down. The tropic twiUght ia shcHrt. The 
eyeniag Btar dnme «mt injhe wert. ud the OMMnt nooB 
r over onr heads. My man^iid thia and said that; evaiy 
' word was a lie, for he had lost his way and would not alloW 
it. We saw a light through some trees. I sent him to 
inquire. We were dii^jgd one way and imother wayt 
every way eioept the rigl\t.one. We emerged at laat vsjotk 
a hard road of some ldn|r The etara told me the geneml 
/oirection. We came to cottages where the name of Cherry 
' Garden was known, andjnre were told that it was two miles 
off; but, aiaal again there were two roads to it; a short 
and good one, and a Icmg apd bad one, and they seat 
us by the last. There wgii a steep hill to elimb, for the 
house is 800 feet above tlie sea. The hoibt; could hardly 
crawl, and my ' nigger ' went to work to flog liim to let of 
hia own ill humour. I ha^ to atop that by Ibree^ and at 
last, aa it grew too dark to^ see the road under the trees, 
I got out and walked, leav}pg him to follow at a foot's 
pace. The night was lovelv. I began to think that wc 
should have to camp out after all, and that it would be no 
great hardshi p. J T 

It was Hke the gloaming of a June night in Enc^aad, As 
daylight m the open spots" noj entirely gone, and mixing 
softly with the light of moon and planet and the Hashing 
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of the fireflieB* I plodded on mile after 'mile, and 

Garden still receded to one mile farther. We came to a 
gate of some consequence. The outline of a large mansion f 
was visible with garde ns round it. I concluded that we 
had anived, and waa feeUngTnr the latoh when the forma 
of a lady and gentleman appeared against the sky who 
were stroliinjj^ in the grounds^ They directed me btiil^ 
Upwards, with the mile w hich nev er diminished stiU to be 
travelled. Like myeelfy o nr weary animal had gathefecT^ 
liopeB from the si^t of ^^}^^JS^* He had again to drag 
en as he eonld. His ow ner j uras snbdned and silent, and 
obeyed whatever order I gavejiim. The trees now closed 
over us so thick that I could s ee noth ing. Vainly 1 repented 
of my nnneoesBaiy philanthropy which had been the caiue 
of the mischief ; what hadT^ do with black women, or 
'white either for that matter? Tfaad to feel the way wifli 
my feet and a stick. I came to a place where the lane 
again divided. I tried the nearest turn. I found a trench 
aeroBB it three fact deep» wTncTThad been eat by a torrent. 
This was altogfiittier bcyondTSeeapacity of our 
animal, so I took the qtfi^r'lboldly, prepared if it proved | 
Nvi'ong to bivouac till niui luiijg, with my * nigger,' and go on 
with my argument. Hap pily _t) iere waB no need; we came) 
again on a gate which ledJnJ;o a field. There was a drive 
across it and wire fences. Finally lights began to glimmer 
and dogs to bark : we were ;it the real Cherry Garden at 
last, and found the whole hou sehold alarmed ior what had 
become of us. I could not punish my misleader by stintingi 
his fue, for I knew that I bad only myself to blame. He 
was an honest fellow after all. In the disturbance of my 

mind I left a rather valu able umbrella ui his buj;c^y. He \ 
discovered it after he had ^ne, and had grace enough to ^ 
see that it was returned to njs*^' 

Hy entertainers were mnch amused at the cause of 
the misadventure, perhaps 'umqiie of its kind ; to address 
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hOBdliee to the Uadc peopk m Ihe troaimoni of thflir invw 

not bemg the fiasfaion in these parts. 

If there are no uiore Aaron luin^rs in Jamaica, there are 
very charming people ; as 1 found when I turned this new leaf 

in my West Indian eoqperienoe. Mr« M ooold not lia.ina 

taken more pains mth me i f I had been Ins eairiieBi fHend* 
The chief hmury which he atlcfwed himself in his simple life 
I was a good supply of ex cel le i it horses. His businefis took 
him every day to Kingston, but he left me in charge of his 
fRmily, and I had *a goodjtime/ as the Ameriflans aaj. 
The house ivas largSi ^itji^jne aixy rooms, a dxan^ m> 
oonstantly Uowmg through it that the candles had to be 
* covered with bell glasses j'Xutfthe draughts in these coun- 
^ tries are the very breath ofj ife. It had been too dark when 
I arrived to see anything of th e 8urroundin|^, and the next 
>nnoming I strolled out to see \^dbat the place nm like. It 
Q^lies just at the foot of the Bl ue Momitainfl, where the gm- 
dual dotpe from the seaHb e^ s to become steep. The 0ain 
bf Kingston lay stret ^jied^ before me, with its woods and 
oorniieldB and villas, the long straggling town, the ahipB at 
andior in the harbonr TtEe^ steamers passing in and out 
with theur long trails of smoke, the sand-spit like a thin 
grey line lying upon the water^ae the natural breakwater 
bv which tlie harbour is formed, and beyond it the broad 
1)1 ue expanse of the Caribbe an S ea. The forugiound was 
like an English park, stu dded over with handsome foreat 
trees and broken by the rains into pietnieaqiie lavinee. 
Some acres were planted with oranges of the chdoer aorls, 
m an LXptriment to show what Jamaica could do, but they 
were as yet young and had not come into beaiing. Round 
the houses were garden s ^h ere the treasures of our hot* 
hooses were carelessly a ndla viahly scattered. Btephanotis 
trailed along the railing or climbed over the treOis* Oleanders 
white Mid pink waved over marble basins, and were sprinkled 
by the spray from spouting fountains. Crot(»is stood about 
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in tubs, not smaU plants m we know them, but largcT^ 
•farulNi; groat poiplo or pvti^ASSred bo^wi* TiiflyliavB 
s iMiey te erotona in the W eat Iiidiea; I aappoee aa a 1 

chitnge from the monotony of green. I cannot share it. ' 
A xkik\ It af, except in autumn before it fftlls, k a kind of 
monster, and I am glad that Nature \im made so few 
tfaem« In thaahade of the I rceTb diind thehooae waa a eoi» \ 
leetion of onhida, the inoBy2fltf*BCt, I balieva, in tha ialand. J 

And here Gordon had lived. Here he had been arreateff 
and tani< <l away to hi« death; las crime being that he had 
dreamt of rc^'t iicratiii*^' the negro race by l^iptising them in 
the Jordan of £DgUah fiadi^^pi. He would have brought 
mhoat nothing hot conftuaon , and hare precipitated Jamaica 
prematurely into the blaek anarchy into which perhape it\ 
is fitill dcstinctl to fall. But to haii;^' him was an extreme' 
tneRfiui-e, and, in the prec^^ state of pubiic opmiuu^ a 

dangeroua one. . 

One doea not aaaodate the of darkneea with keen ' 
perceptions of the beaotiAiL Tet no mortal ever aelected a 
loveUer sjwt for a residence^ian did Gordon in choosing 
Cherry Garden. How often hjtd his round dark wan- 
dered over thr Bcenee at w fajch, I was gazing, watched the^ 
early raya of the ann alanting upwarda to the high peaka of 
the Blue Monntaina, or tUTlkt aa he eank in gold and 
erimaon behind the hills at HandeTille ; watched the ^Teat 
8tr'imH r> cntt i-iii<j; or lra\in<fTort Tlnval. and at night the 

— w 

gleam (if the lighihouBt^ from among Uic pahn treee on the 
spit. Poor fellow I one felt'veiy eorry for him, and sorry^ 
for Ifr. Eyre, too. The ojdy good that came of it all waa 
the aorrender of the oonHtituticm and the return to Crown 

government, and this our wonderful statesmen are begin- 
ning lu undo. 

No one onderstood l>etter than Mr. ^f— tho troubles 
and dangers of the colony, bat he waa inclined, perhapa fay 
temperament, perhapH ))y knowledge, to take a cheerfol liew 



Digitized by Google 



368 TME ENGLISH IN TBE WEST INDIES 



of thingp. for the present at least he did not think thai 
there nas anything serious to be learecL The finanflea* ol 
whieh he bad the beet means of judging, were in toleraUe 

cundition. The debt was considerable, but more than half 
of it was represented by a ra^way. If sugar wae languish- 
ing, the fruit trade with^,|be United States iros growing 
ivith the liveliest lapidi^^^^Flantcdrs and merehaats wm 
not making fortimes, but Inigpess went cm. Hhesharain 
the Colonial iiank were not at a high quotation, but the 
securities were sound, the shareholders got good dividends, 
I and eight and ten per cent! was the interest charged on 
loans, ffigh interest mi^TlEe a good sign or a bad one. 

Anyway Mr. M could noTsee that there was much to be 

afraid of in Jamaica. T here j iad bucu bad tinier before, 

I and they had surviTtd notwithstanding. He was a man of 
bnsinessy and talked himself little about politics. As it had 
been, so it would be agaii^^ 

In his absence at his work I found friends in the neigh- 
bourhood who were ail attention and politeness. One took 
me to see my acquaintances at the oamp again. Another 
droTe me about, showed ^ the house where Boott had 
li^, the author of ' Tom Cringle.* One round in particular 
left a distinct impression, ft was through a forest which 
had once been a flouriahing sugar estate. Deep among the 
trees were the ruins of an aqueduct which had brou^ 
\ water to the mill, now overgrown and crumbling. The 
time had not been long as we count tame in the history of 
nations, but there had been enough for the arches t o tail in, 
the stream to return to its^ative bed, ihe tropical vegeta- 
tion to spring up in its wild luxuriance and bury in shade 
the ruins of a past dinlisaitionl^ 

I fell in with interesting persons who talked meta- 
physics and theology witH^e, though one would not have 
expected it in Jamaica. In this strange age of ours the 
spiritual atmosphere is moce^confosed than at aiij period 
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(lurin^Ti the last eighteen hundred years. Men's hearts / 
are failing them for fear, not knp wing any longer where to 
reet. We look this way Mid th at way, and eatoh at one 
another Uke drowning men> Go where yon will, yon finS} 
tiie MHBe phenomena. Soienoe grows, and obeerv e rs are 
adding daily to our kiiowle'dge of the nature and structure 1 
of the material aniverse, b ai iK^ tell us nothing, and can I 
toll i» nothing, of what we moe t want to know. They*] 
eaonot tell ns what our own natnre ia. They eannot teE 
tw what God is, or what du^ isT We had a belief oooe, in***] 
which, as in a boat, we floated safely on the im known 
ocean : hut the pliiloBopher a and critics have been boring 
holea in the timbers to eiamine the textore of the wood* 
and now it lealn at every one of them. We have to help 
ourselves in the best way that we can. Some strike out I 
new ideas for themselves, others go back to the seven ' 
sages, and lay again for tbeniselves the old eggs, which, 
after laborious inoabation,''^riU be addled as they were 
addled before. To my metaphymcal friends in Jamaiea thel 
' Lir^ht of Asia ' had been sTnTTing amidst Germnn dreams, 
and the moonlight of the Tedas had ijcen illuminating the 
pessimism of SchopenhanefT^o it is all round. Mr. 
goes to Moont Carmel toTisiE^ for eommmiieations t 
Elijah ; foshionable eoontesses^to the shrine of Our iM^y^ 
at Lourdes. * Are you a Buddhist ? ' Hsps tlie young lady 
in Idaylair to the partner with whom she is tutting out at 
a baU. 'It is so niee^^jaid a gentleman to me who has 
been dnoe promoted tohjgh olRee in an nnfortonate colony, 
' it is so nice to talk of such things to pretty girls, and it 
always ends in one ^vayJ you know.' Conversation*? on 
r theology, at least betw een j) er8onfl of opposite sex, ought to 
I be interdieted by law for ereiyone under forty. But there 
/ are questions on whioh old^ople may be permitted to ask 
I one anofttier what they think^if it only be for matual com- 
fort in the general vacancy. We are born alone, we pass 
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alone into the great darlmeBB. "When the enrlani Mis k 

the play ovor ? or is a imw act to commence '? Are we to 
start again in a new sphere, carrying with us what we 
have gained in the discipline of oar earthly trials ? Are 
we to heeome again as we were belbre we came into tUb 
world, when eternity had not yet splintered into tane, cr 
the universal being dissolved into individual existences? 
For myself I have long ceased to speculate on these sab- 
jeots, b^ng convinced that they have no bottom which can 
be reasoned ont the i ntJE ct, We are in a world when 
mnoh ean be learnt wfaieh afieote our own and others' 
earthly welfietre, and we better leave the reet akne. 
Yet one listens and cannot ciiuut>c but sympatliihe when 
anxious souls open out toyou what is going on within 
thenu A Spanish kgencCahowing with whom these in* 
qniries bogan and with what remit, is not without ifti 
value. 

Jupiter, havmg madi:^e world, i)roceeded to make 
auimais to live in it. The abH was the earhebt created. He 
looked about him. He looked at himself j and, as the habit 
of asses is, he asked hims^lt^rhat it all meant; what it wss 
to be an ass, where did ^ eome from, and what he wss 
for ?/ Not being able to^di^ver, he applied to his maker, 
"jupiter told him that he vu^made to be tlie slave of 
another animal to be called Man. ) He was to carry men on 
his baok, drag loads foTtheiariu^ be their drudge. 
iras to live on thistles %||d straw, and to be beaten eontina* 
ally with sticks and rop ee'-endsj The ass oomf^ained. He 
said that he had done nothinp; to di serve so hard a fflte. 
He had not asked to b^J)^rn, and he would rather not have 
been bom. He inquiredjbow long this li£s, or whatever ft 
was, had to eoutiniie. ^^Ji|piter ssid it had to last thir^ 
yearb. Ih^ poor ass was in oonslematiim. If Jupiter 
would reduce tlie thirty to ti n he undertook to be patient, 
tobeagoodaarfant,ai4Jpdohis workpatientlj^. Jupiter 
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refleeted fknd consented, and the aas retired gnfteftd and 



V. 

The dog, who had been b orn meanwhile, heard what 
liad pasMd. He, too, went tg Jupiter with the flsnie qaes- 
tion. He letmt that fie also w aa a elave to men. £^ 
the day he was to oatch their game for them, hot wae 
not to eat it himself. At nifrht he was to be chained by a 
ring and to Ue awake to guar d th eir houses. His food was 
to be bones and refose. LTke^ ass he was to have had 
thirty yean of ii> hut cm petition it was similarly ex- 
changed for ten. 

The monkey came next. His function, he was told, was 
to mimic humanity, to he led about by a string, and 
grimaee and danoe for men's amnsement. He also remon* 
stmted at the length of time, and obtained the same 
iSa'voQr. 

Last came the man hiinself. Conscious ol boundless^ 
desires and, as he imagined^ of boundless oapabihties, he 
did not inquire what he ^SasTor what he was to do. Those 
questions had been by his Tanity. He^ 

did not come to ask for anvtiiin;^, but to thank Jupiter for 
having createil gioriousji^being and to ascertain for liow 
many ages he might expeo^to endure. The god replied 
tiiai thirty years was tluTterm alk^ted to aU peitMmal 



• Only thirty years ! ' Jic^cxclaimed. * Only thirty / 
years for such capacities as mine. Thirty years will be 
gone like a dream. ExtencT^eml oh, extend them» 
giadons Jnpiter, that I my have leisure to nas the \ 
inteUeet whioh thon hast jiven me, seardi into the seerets 
of nature, do great nnd gloripus actions, and serve and 
praise thee, 0 my creator ! longer uud more worthily.' 

The Up of the god eorled lightly, and again he 
afoqnieseed. 'I h*Te some spare years to dispose o(* he 
' of whioh others of my creatures have begged to be 



Digitized by Google 



S73 THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

relit \ cd. You shall have thirty years of your own. From 
thirty to fifty you shall have the ass's years, and labour 
and for your support. From fi% to seventy you 

Bhall have the dog's yearB, and take oaie of tha rtnf^ and 
snarl and growl at what yomigw men are doing. From 
seventy to ninety you shall have the monkey's years, and 
smirk and frrin and make yourself ridiculous. After tliat 
you may depart.' \ 



I was goiiig on to Ouba^ The eommodorc had inajated 

on my spending my la^t^days with him at Port Royal. 
He undertook to see nao oa^oard the steaiULr as it passed 
oat of the harbour. 1 have^already described his quarters. 
The naval station has n^odonial character exoept the 
dunate^ and it is Eni^ish entirely. The offieeie axe fha 
serrants of ttie Admiralty, not of the ookmial govermneni. 
Theii* interests are in Jjieir profession. They look to 
promotion in other parts of the world, and their functions 

are on the ocean and nor on the land. The oommodoce 

, — 

is captain of the gqardship; hut he has a eommander 
under him and he resides on shove. Bwyone employed 
in the dockyard, even down to his own household, is 
rated on the nliip s book-^, consequently they are all men. 
There is not a woman servant about the place, save his 
lady's ladies'-maid. His daughters learn to take eare of 
themselves, and are not brou^t np to lind evetythuig done 
Ibr them. His hoys are ahotit Hie worid in aefive sui visa 
growing into useful and honourable manhood. 

Thus the whole life jbastes of the element to which it 
bekmgpi, and is salt and healthy as the ocean iteell* It 
was not without its entertainments. The officers of the 
garrison were to give a haU. The young ladiee of Kingstoo 
arc not alVaiil i>i llie watei^ cross tlie liarbour in the steam 
launches, dance till the small hours, return iu tiie dark, 
drive their eight or ton miles home, and think nothing of 
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it* In that climate, night is pleasanter to be abroad in 
tlian day. I could not stay to be present, but I was in the 
midst of the preparations, and one afternoon these waa a 
proqMot of a briUiftnt addition to the party. A yaoht 
steamed inside the Poini— long, narrow, and swift as a 
torpedo boat. She carried American colours, and we heard 
that she was the famous vessel of the yet more famous 
Mr. Yanderbilt, who was on board with hie iamily. Here 
was an exeitemflnt 1 'fhe oommodore was ordered to eall 
the instant thai she was anchored. Invitations were pre- 
pared — all was ea;^Lriiess. Alas 1 she did not anchor at 
all. She learnt from the^iiot that, the amailpox being 
in Jamaiea, if any of her people landed there she would 
be qnatantined in the ot£^ islands, and to the disap- 
pmntmeni of everyone, even of myselt who wonld gladly 
have seen the great miUionaire, she turned about and went 
oftagain to sea. ^ 

I was very happy at the ^mmodore's — ^low spirits not 
being allowed in that wholesome dement. Declu were 
washed every morning as if at sea, Le. ev^ floor was 
scrubbed and scoured. It was an eternal washing day, ") 
hnesof linen dying in the brisk sea breeze. The commodore 
was always hi^y making workjf none had been foond for 
lum. He took me one day to see the rock qnring where 
Bodney watered his fleet, as the great admiral describee in 
one of hiH letters, and from whigh Port Boyal now draws its 
supply. The spring itself bursts full and clear out of the 
Hmestone rook dose to the shore, fonr or five miles from 
Kingston. There is a natnrafbasui, slightly unproved by 
art, from wliich the old eonduij, pipew carry the stream to 
the sea. The tug comes dail^ fills its tanks, and returns. 
The commodore has tidied ^ the plaoe, planted shrubs, 
and deared away the bnsh ; bj^thalf the water at least, is 
still allowed to leak away, anTtums the hollow bdow into 
an iuiwiioici»ome ttwamp. It may be a ucccsbity, but it is 
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also a miflloiiime, that the offifien at distant BfeatidiiB hold 
thdr appomtments for so short a term. By the time thst 

they have learnt what can or ouglit to be done, they are sent 
{elsewhere, and their successor has to begin OTer again. 
The mter in this spring^jMurt of whioh is now worse thu 
wasted and the rest earried lahoriously in a vessel to Fort 
* Boyal to be sold by measure to the people there, might be 
all conducted thither by jii^KS at small cost and trouble, 
were the commodore to remain a lew years longer at fort 

He is his own boatmen^ and we had some fine sMb 

about the lagoon — the breeze always fresh and the surface 
always smooth. The shallow bays swarm with small fifih, 
and it was a pretty thing to watch the pelicans devouring 
them. They gather in flocks, sweep and wheel in the sir> 
(and when they plunge they strike the water with a violeiiBe 
which one would expect would break their wings. They do 
not dive, but seize their~~pr6y with their long, broad bills, 
and seem never to misfij' 

Between Hie ships and the banaoks, these axe mso;^ 
single men in Port BoyaTTfoirwhQm amusement has to be 
found if they are to be k<jpt ironi drink. A canteen is pro- 
vided for them, with bowling alley, tennis court, beer in 
moderation^ and a reading room, for sooh as like it, with 
TeviewB and magasines and newspapers. They ean fish if 
they want sport, and there are sharks in plenty a cable's 
length from sliore : hut ffifi Pcliouliaaster has been abroad, 
and tastes rnu in more refined directions. The blaeJuof 
Tobago aeted ' The Mer^ant of Venice * before GovenMir 

8 • The ships* oomganies of the gonboats at Fdrt 

Boyal gave a concert whU^ I was there. The officers took 
no part, and left the meiii^to manage it as they pleased. 
The commodore l)rought hi8j)arty ; the garrison, the crew 
of the oth«r ships, and stray visitoars same, and the Isige 
room at the eanteen was oompletdy fblL The taste of the 
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EU( 111 lice was curious. Dibdip was off tlie boards altogether, 
and iayour was divided {^^tween the London popular comic y 
vong aod the sentimental — no longer mth any flavoiir of 
■Jt aboafc it, bat the aentfn^SJ gpoonT and riddv. <8he 
wore a wreath of roeee ' oaDed oat the highest enthneiaBm. 
One of the performers recited a long poem of his own al)Out 
Mary Stuart, * the lovely and unfortunate/ Then followedl 
tiie bnffooiMry; and this was at least genuine roogh and 
tumble if there was little wifmjt. A lad eapered abont on) 
a tonmament horse which flung him every other moment. 
Various persons pretended I0 be drunk, and talked anTl 
staggered as drunken men do. Then there was a force, 
how eoneeiTed and by what kind of author I was poszled to 
make out. A eonnoiflseor of art is lookmg for Greek an^ 
tiques. He has heard tha t aj ^atue has recently been dis- 
covered of * Ajax quarrelling with his motlier-in-law.* What*} 
Ajax was qoarrelling abont or who his mother-in-law might 
be does not appear. A cou^ of rognes, eaoh unknown to 
the other, praetise on tii e ooi moi8seor*s credulity. £ai£^ 
promises him ihe bi itue ; each dresses up a confederate on 
a pedestal with a modern soldie r's helmet and a blanket to 
represent a Greek hero. T he tw o figures are shown to him. 
One of them, I forget how, contrived to pass as AIaz ; thel 
other had tnmed into Herenles doing something to the 8tym- 
phftlides. At last they g^T^red of standing to be looked 
at, jump down, and together knock over the connoisseur. 
Ajax then turns on Hereul^who, of oonrse, is ready for a \ 
row. They fig^t till they tired, and then make it np ' 
over a whisky bottW 

80 entirely new an aspect of the British tar took me by 
surprise, and 1 sptsculated whether the inventors and per- 
formers of this astonishing drama were an advanoe on the 
Ben Bunting type. I was^ course, inclined to say iS? 
but my tendency is to dislike changes, and I allow for it. 
The commodore said that.^ certain respects there really 
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was an adwaee. The fleamen fBU into km aen^ee, and 

they did not get drunk so often. This was a hardy asser* 
tion of the cortiraodoro, m a good many of them were drunk 
at that moiiK nt. I could see myself that they were better 
edneated. If Ben Bunting had been asked who ^az and 
.Herenles were, he would taken them to he thne- 
I deckers which were so named, and his knowledge would 
have gone no farther. \vTi ether they were better sailors 
and hraver and truer men was another question* Th^ 
nnderstand their rights modi better, if tiiat does any good 
to them. The officers nsed to be treated with respeet aft 
times and seasons. This is now qualified. When tky 
arc on duty, the men are as respectful as they used to be ; 
when they are off duty, tfieoommodore himself ia only oU 

H . ^ 

We retomed to the dockyard in a boat imder a ftiB 
moon, the guardship gleaSmg white in the blue midiiigbt 
knd the phosphorescent water flashing under the oars. 
The *Dee,' whioh was to take me to Havana, was off Port 
Boyal on the foUowmg morning. The oommodore pot ms 
on board in his gig, with tffi^hite ensign floating over flie 

r^Tern. I took leave of him with warm thanks for his own 
and his family's hogpita^leentertainment of me. The screw 
went round— we steamed^way out of the harbour, sad 
Jamalea and the kind friends* whom I had fimnd iSbm 
faded out of sight. Jamaica was the last of the English 
I West Tndia Tslaiiils whicrTl visited. I was to see it ap:ain, 
I but I will here set down thg^impressions which hn rl been lefi 
\ nponmeby what I had seen there and seen in the Antiltea 
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CHAPTEi; XVU. 

Present state of JamaiM^Ttai 4)1 p w g ww — Besoaraw d fha idaad^ 
Political altcrr at ivcs— Block mfnuiMj and pBobaUe ooaatqjMBim 
Ti» West Indian problem. 

As 1 was Btepping into the boat at Port Koyal, a pamphlet 
waft thrust inta mjhain\, whirh I was entreated to read 
at my leisure. It was by Home disoontented white of the 
ialeiid — no rare phenom^^, and the eabjeet of it was the 

precipitate decluae in the value of property there. The) 
writt^r, unlike tiie planters, msjated that the people were taxed 
in proportioii to their industry. Xliere were taxes on malee» 
€« Nrte, OQ donk^ airTearing on the BBttU UMkpo. I 

prietors, whoee ability to onltivate wae thus ehedced, and who ^ 

were Liuis deliberately encouraged m idleness. He might 
have added, although he did not, that while both in Jamaica 
and Trinidad evezyone ia dujjooring againet the beetroot 
bounty whieh artifleially lowers the priee of sngeri the looal 
eonneili in tiieee two iflland8.try to eonnteraet the eflbet 
and artiticially raise the price of sugar by an export duty 
on Uieurgwn produce — a eixig^tar method oi doing it which^^ 
Z pranmey admito of explanation. My pamphleteer was 
persuaded that all the world wm Ioo1b» and that he and 
his friends were the only wigs^ones : again a not uncommon 
occurrence in pamphleteers. He demanded the suppressiuu . 
of absenteeism ; he demanded free trade. In exchange for 
the enstoms duties, whicETwere to be abolished, he de- 
nanded a land tax — ^thevery mention of whieh, I had been 

told by others, drove the iJlaek proprietors whom he wished 
to beneht into madness. He wanted Home Bule. He 
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wanted fifty things besides whioh I ha^e forgoiteiit bnilus 

grand want of all was __a new currency. Mankind, he 
thought, had been very mad at all periods of their history. 
The most significant illu sti^fe ion of their madnees had been 
the BeLeotion of gold and ^silver aa the mediom of *wg^^*ff^^y^^ 
The tnie base of the enzraoj was the land. The Govern- 
ment oi Jamaica was to leml to every freeholder up to the 
mortgage value of hig l and in paper notes, at 5 per cent, 
interest, the conent rate be ing at present 8 per eent. The 
notes BO issued, having the land as their aeeoxity, mold ba 
in no danger of depreeiation, and they would flow over the 
sugar estates like an irrigating stream. On the produce of 
sugar the fate of the ialaxid d^pendftd. J 

On the prodnee of sngpr ? And why not on the ptodnes 
of a fine race of msnX The prospects of Jamaica^ the 
prospeets of all countries^ depend not on sugar or on any 
form or degree of material wealth, but on the characters 
of the men and women whom they are breeding and rcac- 
Where there are Sen and women of a noble nature^ 
the rest will go well oT^self ; where these are not, thm 
will l»e no true prosperUj though the sugar hogsheads be 
raised from thousands ^to miJlions. The colonies are 
interesting only as o£fenng homes where English people 
ean increase and mnltq^ ; Engliah of the old type with 
simple habits, who do not need imported Inznriea. Thm 
is room even in the West Indies for hundreds of thousands 
of them if they can be coith nt^.d to lead human lives, and 
do not go there to make ^tunes whieh they are to eany 
home with them. The time may not be &r off when men 
will be siek of making foi^Qne^, side iA being ground to 
pattern in the commonplace mill-wheel of modern society; 
mck of a state of things which blights and kills simple and 
original fading, which makes^a think and wgoBk and aot 
the tyranny of generaTopmion, whieh masqoeradsi 
liberty and means only 8ubD^^sion to the newspapers. 



\ the 
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men may waaiy of all fhi% 

and retire from it like the old ascetics, not as they did into 
the wilderuesBy but behind their own walls and hedges, 
ahnttiDg out the world and its^noiB^, to inquire whether 
altar all they hairo really immortal aonlfl^ and if they haye 
niiat oQg^i to be done aboai ihem. The West India 

Islands, with their inimitable climate and soil and prickly 
pears ad, \»biim^ to make fences with, would be iine pld^ed 
fot eiieh leehum. Failing theee ideal penuoagBfly there is 
work enoui^ of ttie common sort to create wholeeome pro* 
aperity. ISiere are oranges to be grown, and pinee and 
plantains, and coffee and cocoa, and rice and indigo aiid 
tobfiA^o, not to speak of the doUara which my American 
Mend lomd in the bamboos, and ol the farther dollars 
which other Amcrioana will find in the yd nntcsfced 
qualities of thousands of other productions. Here are 
opportunities for innocent industrious families, ^litro 
children can be brought up to be manly and aimple and 
tme and brave as their lathers were faronght up, as their 
fhlhers expressed it 'in the nnrtnre and admonition of the 
Xiord/ while such neighbours as their dark brothers-in- 
law might have a chance of a rise in hfe, in the only beuse 
in which a ' rise ' can be of real benefit to them. These 
are the objects which statesmen who ha?e the care and 
coodnct of a nation's wellsre ongjit to set before them- 
selves, and unfortunately they are the last which are 
remembered iu countries which are popularly governed. 
There is a clamour for education in sach coimtries, but 
education means to than only the sharpening of the lacDl- 
ties fo the competitive race which called progress. In 
democracies no one man is his brother's kieper. Each 
Mves and struggles to make his own way and his own posi- 
tion* All that is insisted on is that there shall be a fair 
stage and that erery lad shall learn the use of the weapons 
which will enable him to fic^t his own way. 'Afmj, ' maali* 
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wm,* ihe moel essential of aU aeqnisitkms aad tiie luHdesI 

to cultivate, as Aiistotle observed long a^o, is assumed in 
democracies as a matter of course. Of dpsTTf a moderate 
qnantitj (ohwomCv) would do* and in Aristotie'B <^uitoii 
this was the rook <m whioh the Greek repobUoB fonnderad* 
Their upir^ did not eome as a matter of eonrse, and they 
lost it, and the Macedonians and the Romans ate them up. 

From this point of idew political probl^ou, and the 
West Indian among them* present mrasoal aspeeta* Look* 
ing to the West Indies onlxi^ve took possession of tiioee 
islands when they were ofjsupreme importance in our great 
wrestle with Spain and France. We were fighting then 
for the liherties of the hmnan race. The Spaniards had 
destroyed the original Carib and Indian inhabitants. We 
induced thousands of our own feUow*eoiintrymen to venture 
life and fortune in the occupation of our then vital con- 
^"quests. For two centuries ^ve furnished them with biacJi 
servants whom we purchased on the ^frinan ooasit and 
carried over and sold th^epmaking our own profits out 
of the trade, and the eolomists prospered themselveB and 
poured wealth and strength mto tlie empire of which they 
were then an integral uar t^ A ciiauge passed over the 
spirit of the age. Liberty assumed a new dress. We 
found slavery to be a crime; we released onr Donomen: 
we Inoke their chains as we prondly deseribed it to our- 
selves ; we compensated tST'owners, so far as money could 
compensate, for the entire'Hisiocation of & state of society 
whioh we had onrsdves created ; and we trusted to the en- 
chantment of liberty to create a bettor in its place. We had 
delivered our own souls ; we had other colonies to take our 
l^ijrrants. Other lands nr^r our open trade would supply 
us with the comnindities for which we had hitherto been de* 
pendent on the West Indies. They ceased to be of oom- 
merciai, they ceased to be of political, moment to us, and ws 
left them to their own resources. The modern liiiglish idea 
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is that every one must take care of himself, liulividuals 
or aggregates of individuals have the world he fore them, to 
cpen the oyster or lail to opea it aeoording to their capa* 
\S&^am. The Siato is not to help them ; tbe Slito IB not to 
interfere inth them nnleeel^jralitieal or party reaeomi it 
happens to he convenient. As w e treat onrselves we treat 
our colonies. Those who have gone thither have gone of 
their own ficee inU» and must take the ooneegnenoes of their 
own aetione. We allow them no exoeptional privilegw 
which we do not claim for ourselves. They most stand, if 
they are to staiid, by their own strenpfth. If they cainiot 
stand they must fall, 'fhis is oar notion of education 
in * manliness/ and to immediato pnrposes answers weU 
enon^. Individnal enterpCSe, nnendowed hnt nnistteredT' 
hmlt tilt main buttresses ^^fthe British colonial empire. 
Australians and New Zeahmders are English and Scotch^ 
men who have settled at th Tant ipodes where there is more 
room te them than at home. They are the same people 
as we are, and they have the same privileges as we have. 
They aie pans of one and the same organic body as^ 
branches from the original^^^trunk. The branch does not i 
part from the trunk, but it dig ohargee its own vital func- 
tions 1^ its own energy^ anfwe no more desire to interfere 
than London desires to interfere' with Manehestei^j 



Bo it stands with us where the colonists are of our race,l 
with the same character and^he same objects ; and, as I 
said, the qrstem answers. Unde r no other relations conld \ 
we oontinne a onited people. Bat it does not answer— it * 
has fuled wberevor we have tried it — ^when the majority of 
the inhabitants of countrieR of which for one or other 
reason we have possessed ourselves, and of which we keep 
poesoaokm, are not nnited to us by any of these natural 
bonds, where they have been annexed by violence or other* 
wise been forced under our~^ag. It has felled eon- 
iq^icuously in Ireland. We know that it would fail in the 
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East Indies if we were rash enough to venture the experi- 
ment. Self-government in connection with the Briiiah 
Empire implies a desire or a wiUingness in those who wtb 
so left to themaelyeB thaF^e eoniieetoi shall eontame. 
We ha^ been 80 sangninejg to beiie?e tibai the privilege 
of being British subjects is itself sufficient to secure their 
/allegiance ; that the libert ies jy hich we concede will not be 
med for pupoeee whioh wejxe unable to tokcate ; thal» 
being left to govern themselves^ tiiej iriU govem in hw^ 
mony with EngUsh interests' and aeoording to English 
principles. The privilege is not estimated so highly. 
They go tlicir own way and not our way» and therefore 
we must look facts in the face aa tiiey are, and not as we 
wish them to be. If w e ex tend to Ireland flie indepen- 
dence which only links ns closer to Australia, Ireland will 
use it to break away fro mjis,. If we extend it to Bengal and 
Madras and Bombay, we shaU fling them into anarohy and 
bring oar empire to an end. W e oannot te onr safsly's 
sake part with Ireland. Wedo not mean to part with oar 
^Asiatic dominions. The reality of the relation in both cases 
is the superior force of England, and we must rely upon it 
and need not try to con(^ that we do» till by the excels 
Ifloee of our administration we have oonverted submission 
into respeet and respect mto willingness for nnion. This 
may be a long process an 4j i_dithcult one. If we choose to 
maintain our empire, how^r, we must pay the price for 
it, and it is wiser, better, {gfar, in afl eases to admit the 
tmth and act npon it. Yet Enc^ishmen so love Ubsc^ 
that they struggle against confessmg what is disagreeable 
to them, ^fany of us wouTd give Ireland, would give India 
Home Bule, and run thc^isk of what would happen, and 
only a probability, whioh reaches certainty, of the oonsa* 
qnences to be expected follow prevents as from mMm* 
monsly agreeing. About the West Indies we do not ears 
very earnestly. Nothiug^^s^ously alarming can happen 
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Uiere. So much, therefore , of th e general policy of leaving 
them to help themBelvea oat si their dilhcuities we haye 
adopted eompletely. The corolja ry that thej nuist govern 
IhemeelTea alao on their own reep onaihilitiee we hesitate as 
yet to admit completely ; hot we ^do not reeognise that any i 
responsibility for their failin g co ndition rests on us ; and ' 
the inclination certainly, and perhaps the purpose, is to 
throw them entirely upon themsehes at the earliest 
moment. Cuba sends repr esenta tiTee to the Oortee at 
Madrid, Martinique and Guadaloupe to the Assembly at 
Paria. In the English islan ds, bein g unwiiiing to govern 
without some semblance of a constitution, we try tentatively 
varieties of local boards am! Iqeal oooneils, admitting the 
eleotiye prinmple but not darin g to trost it fdlly ; creating 
hybrid constitutions, so contmcd as to provoke ill feeling^ 
where none would exist withou t them, and to make im- 
possible any tolerable which eonld aetively 
benefit the people. We <mnnoi intend that arrangements 
tlie effiaete of wbieh are vlm]^ so plainly in the sinking 
fortunes of our own kindred there, are to continue for ever. 
We suppose that we caunotgo back in these cases. It is 
to be presumed, therefore^ wt we mean to go fbrward, and 
in doing so Iventore to think myself that we shall be doing 
equal injnstiee both to our own raee and to the Uaeks, and 
we shall brinpj the islands into a condition which will be a 
reproach and scandal to the empire of which they will re- 
main a disbononred part. The slave trade was an imperial 
monopoly, extorted by fi)foe» gnaianteed by treaties, and our 
white West Indian inte rest was bailt up in eonneetioii 
Wilh an<l in reliance upon it. We had a ri<j;lit to set the^ 
elavea free ,* but the parent of thr iTidenmity was no 
lull aeqnittanee of onr obligations for the condition of 
a Boeiely whioh we had oorselves created. We have no") 
more right to make the eipancipated slave his master's 
master in virtue of his numbers than we have a right to 
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lay under the heel of the Catholics of Ireland the Proteg- 
tant minority whom we planted there to asaist ua in ooq- 
troUing them. 

It may be said that we have do intentioii of doing any- 
thing of the kind, that nojii^ at present dfeama of giving 
a full colonial constitution to the West Indian Islands. 
/^hej are allowed such freedom as they are capable of 
[ Qnng; they ean be allo iroS jnore as they are better edn- 
Vgated and more fit for it, Ac. &c. j 

One knows all that, and on e knows what it is worth in 
the half-elected, half-n omina ted councils. Either the no- 
minated members are in trodu ced merely as a drag upon the 
wheeiy and areinatmoted tgpe ld in the end to thedemanda 
of the representative memberst or they are themaelvea the 
representatives of the whi te m inority. If the first, the 
majority rule already ; if the second, buch constitution r are 
contrived ingeniously to create the largest amomit of irri- 
I tation^ and to make imposdble, as long aa they laat* any 
' Imrm of eifeotive and mS ul j^ vemment> Therefore they 
cannot last, and are not meant to last. A prmciple once 
conceded develops with the certainty with which a seed 
grows when it is sown. I n th e English world, as it now 
rtaods^ there is no middle altecnative between self-govem- 
ment and government bylET Crown, and tiie eanse of our 
reluctance to uiiiicrtake direct charge of the West Indies 
is because such undertaking carries responsibility along 
with it« If they «re bron^ so ck»e to na we shall be 
obliged to exert ourselves, and to reeone them from a 
condition which wonld be a reproaeh to us. J 

The English of those islands are melting away. 
That is a ^t to which^t is idle to try to shut our 
eyes. Familiea who have^fNfi for generations on the soil 
are selling their estates everywhere and are going oC 
Lands onoe under hi^ enltivatSon are lapsing into jungle* 
Profiessioual men of aCHTty and auibiiiuu carry tiieu 
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Mania to ooanftrieB where^tjbey aie mora sure of reward. 
ETery year the eensns reneifB its warning. The rate mayl 
Tary ; sometimes for a year or two there may seem to be a 
pause in the movement, l)ut it begins again and is always in 
thenunedireoium* The tT EIteM relatively diaappearingy the 
Uaok 18 growing; thieiBthefiM^twithwhiehwehaiyet odeaL \ 

We may say if we ple aseT * Be it so then j we do not 
want those islands ; let t he bja cks have them, poor devils. 
They have had wrongs enoog h in this world ; let th^m/ 
take their torn and h ave _% good time now.' This I 
imagine is the answer which will rise to the lipe of most 
of us, yet it will be an answer which will not be for our i 
honour, nor in the \<^\\^ rimTbr our interest. Our stronger 
eokmies will scarcely attficCmore value to their conneotion 
with ns if they hear ob 3edare impatiently that beoanse 
part of onr possessions ha ve ceased to be of money valne 
to us, we will not or we cannot, take the trouble to provide) 
them with a decent gover nment , and therefore east them 
ofi. Nor in the long ruii w^it benefit the blacks either^ 
The islands will not be a llowed to ron wild again, and if 
we leave them some one e lse wil l take them who wfll Cel 
less tender of his coloured brotlier's sensibilitit s. We mayj 
think that it would not come to that. The islands will 
still be oars; the English dag will still float over {Ee) 
forts; the government, wh atever it be, will be administered 
in the Qneoi's name. W Srejt worth while, one might 
draw a picture of the positi on of an English governor, with 
a black parliament and a bla^ ministry, recommending 
by advice of his oonstitationid^ministers some measqze Hke 
the Haytian Land Law^ 

No Englishman, not even a bankmpt peer, would*^ 
consent to occupy such a position ; the blacks themselves 
would despise him if he didf^jj}^ if the governor is to be 
cue of their own race and colour, how long coold such a 
floimeetion endnre? 
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No one I presume mold adTiBO thai ihe whites of the 

islands should govern. The relations between the two 
popnifttiona are too embittered, and equality once esta- 
blished by law, the excln^ive privilege of colour over tM>lour 
eaanolr be restored. While slawy continued the whites 
ruled eflfootively and eoonomieally ; the blaeks aire now free 
as they ; there are two classes in the community ; their 

i interests are opposite as tliex^ are now understood, and one 
cannot be trusted with control over the other. As little 
can the present order of^Jhings continue. The West 
India Islands, once the pride of oar empire, the soene of 
0111 most brilliant achievements, are passinj^ away out of 
our hands ; the remnant of our own countrymen, weary of 
Ha nnamlmg struggle, mm and more eager to with- 
draw from it, because find no (stympathy and no 
encouragement from home,_uid are forbidden to accept 
help from America whenjielp is offered them, while 
under their eyes their quondam slaves are multipiyingi 
thriving, occupying, growing strong, and every day more 
conscious of the changed order of things. One does not 
l^d^ the black man his'^rosperity, his freedom, his 
opporiunitiefl of advaneinf^^^mself ; one would wish to 
see him as free and prosperous as the fates and his own 
exertions can make him, with more and more means of 
raismg himself to tiie white man's level. But left to 
himself, and without the_j£bite man to lead him, he ean 
never reach it, and if aie not to lose the islaudd 
altogether, or if they are not^to remain with us to discredit 
oar capacity to rule them,J|.is left to us only to take the 
same course which we have taken in the East Indies with 
such maji^niticent Bucce88,_wid to govern whites and blacks 
alike on the Indian systena^The circumstances are pre- 
cisely analogous. We ha^a^ population to diaal witii, the 
\ enormous m^oriiy of wfaffl are of an inliBrior race. 
\ Inleriar, I am obliged to call them, because as yet, and as 
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s body, ihey have shown no capacity to rise above the 

condition of their ancestors except under European laws, 
European education, imd European nuthoritv, to keep 
them from making war on one another. They are docileT^ 
good-tempered, excellent a nd"^ thfal Bervants when they 
«re kindly treated ; bat their notions of right and wrong 
are scarcely even (dementary ; their education, such as it 
may be, is but skin deep, and the old African Buperetitions ) 
lie undisturbed at the bottom of their soals. Give them 
independence, and in a few generations they will peel off 
sneh eiviHeation as they have learnt as easily and as 
^liliitL.'ly as their coats and trousers^ 

Govern them as we govern India, with the same oon- 
soientioas care, with the samejenBe of responsibihty, with 
the aame impartiality, the same disinterested attention to 
the well-being of our subjects in its big] i est and moat 
honourable Reuse, and we sliall };ive ih% world one more 
evidence that while Englishmen can cover the wanie places 
of it with firee communities of their own blood, they can 
exert an influence no less beneficent as the guides and mlm 
of those who need their assistance, and whom fat^ and cir- 
cumstanct s have assijinied tffTlieir care. Our kindred far 
away will be more than ever i^roud to form part of a nation 
whieh has done more fxxt freedom than any other nation 
ever did, yet is not a slave to fonnnlas, and can adapt its ^ 
actions to the demands of each community which belongs 
to it. The most timid anmnj; us may take coura^^e, for it 
would cost us nothing sa ve^the sacriiu e of a few official 
traditions, and an abstinence for the fatmw from doabtM 
usee of odoiiial patronager^he blacks will be perfioctly 
hai)py when tliey are satisfied that they have nothincj to 
fear for their persons or their^roperties. To the whites 
would be the opening of a new^ era of hope. Should they 
be laah enoogh to murmur, the y might then be justly left 
to the eonsequenees of then own foUy. 
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GHAFTEB XYm. 

Passage to Cuba— A Canadian cnmmisstoner— Havana The Mora— The 
city and Vinrl our — Cuban money — Amerioan visitors — The cathedral 
Tomb ol Columbus— New friends -The Ute rebellioa — Slave emancijpa- 
tioa— Spain and progress — A bull fi^t. 

I HAD gone to the West Indies to see onr own oolonies, bat 
I could not leave those famous seas \Nliich were the scene 
of our ocean duels with the Bponiards without a vif^it 
to the Jast of the great jgogmuionB of Fhilip H. whieb 
remamed to faia eaooesBors. I ought not to say the last, 
for Puerto Kico is Spanish also, but this small island h 
t insignificant and has no iin] )ortant memories connected 
^ with it. Puerto Bico I h axi no leisure to look at and did not 
eaxe aboat, and to see Gubaas it ought to be seen raqnind 
I more time than Icoold affnrd ; bnt Havana was eointenst> 

ing, both from its associations and its present condition, 
that I could not be within ^reach of it and pass it by. The 

jjbodjr of Golmnbos lies ttt^ for one thing, unless a trick 
ivaa played when the remains which were said to be fab 
were removed from Bt. I^mingo, and I wished to pay mj 

r orisons at his tomb. 1 wisl ied also to see the race of men 
who have shared the Ne^ World with the Anglo-Saxons, 
and have given a langnagej^id a religion to half the Ame- 
rioan continent^ in the oldest and most oelefarated of their 
Transatlantic cities^ 

Cuba also had an immediate and present interest. 
Before the American civil war it was on the point of being 
absorbed into the United States, The Spanish Cabana had 
afterwarda a dvil war of their own, of whieh only eonfnsed 
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MmmtB had reaehed us at home> We knew that ii had 
lasted ten yeani but wholiad been the parties and what 
their obfeote had been was very much a mystery. No | 

sooner was it over than, witliout restrvatiun or compensa- 
tion, the Blaves had been "emancipated. How a countiy 
was prospering which had 'GnSergone snah a snoeession of 
shockSy and how the Spaniards were dealing with the trials 
which were bearing so hard on^ our own islands, w ere in- 
qniries uoi lh making. BnFCe^'ond these it was the land ' 
of romance. Columbus and Las Casan. Cortoz and Pizarro, 
are the demigods and H eroes of the New World. Their 
names will be lamifiar to Jhe end off time as the Ibnnders . 
of a new era, and although iIk modern Spaniards sink to ' 
the level oi the modern Greek s, theii* illustrious men will 
liold their place for eyer jn^iagination and memory. 

Our own Antilles had, as^ have said, in {EeSTteiTOr 
off smaUpox, plaoed JamafSTmnder an interdiet. The 
Spaniards at Cul';i wwa more generous or more careless. 
Havana is on the north 8i3eof the island, facing towards 
florida ; thus* in going ^^t £ram Port lioyal, we had to 
ronnd the westemmost oape, and had four days off sea 
beCsre OS. We slid along the coast off Jamiuca in smooth 
water, the air, while day lasted, intensely hot, but the 
breeze after nightfall blowing cool irom off the moun« 
tains. We had a polite eagtaan^ polite offioerSi and agree* 
able feUow-paesengers, two or three Cubans among them* 

swarthy, dark-eyed, thick-setjaiuu — Americanos ; Spaniards 
with a difference— with whom I cultivated a kind of inti- ^ 
macy. In a cabin it was rep orted that there were again ^ 
Spanish ladies on their way, to the demonio gaieties at 
Darien, bat they did not sbow.^,' 

Amontj the rest of the party was a Canadian pentleni ni, 

a Mr. , exoeptioualiy weli-iniormed and mtelligent. 

Their American treaty having been disallowedi the West 
Indies had proposed to negotiate a similar one with the 
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Canadian Dominion. The authorilieB at Oitawa bad aenl 
Mr. M*— to aeeif anything oonld be done» and Mr. M 

was now on his way home, not in the best of htmioiire with 
orxr poor relations. * The JamaicanH did not know what 
they wanted^' he said. ' They were without spiiit to help 
themselves ; they eiied oat to others to help them, and if 
all they asked eonld not Jje^ granted they clamoored aa if 
the whole world was combining to hurt them. There was 
not the least occasion iur these })a.^8iuiiHte appeals to the 
universe; they oouid not ja t this moment perliape '*go 
ahead " aa £ut as somejountnee^ but there was no neees- 
sity to be iJways going ajj^ l. They had a fine eoimtry, 
soil and climatf iluit could be desired, they had all thai 
was requii'ed for a quiet and easy life, why could they not 
be contented and make the best of things ? ' Unfortnnate 
Jamaicans t The old mother athome aotslikeanmuiataral 
j[iarent, and will neither C3p Aem nor let their Oousm 
^Jonathan help them, TRey" turn for comiort to their bip; 
brother in the north, and the big brother being hima<»lf 
robost and healthy, giv es the qi wholesome advise* 

Adventures do oeeasibnaily happen at sea even in tiiis 
age of steam engines. Sh^s catch fire or run into each 
other, or go on rocks in logs, or arc caught in hurricanes, 
and Nature can still assume her old terrors if she pleases. 
Shelley describes a wrecS^ tiie coast of Oomwally and 
tfaetreaoheroaB waters of the ocean in the Enc^ish Ohannsi^ 
now wild in fury, now smifrng" 

on mom 

/When the exulting eh incnts i?i pporn 
( Satiated with destroyed destrucuon lay 
\ BIee])in^ in beauty on their mangled preyi 
Afi panthers aleep. j 

The wildest gale which ever Uew on British shores was 

a mere sumuu-r breeze coiiij^ared to a West iiidian toiiiado. 
JBehind all that beauty there lies the temper and os|Mcioi^ 
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not of a panther, but of a jyom an. But no tornados fell in 
Our way, nor anything el se wo rth mentioning, not even a 
imocaneer or a pirate. We^aw the islands which these! 
gentry bannted, and th e hea dlands made memorable fay 
Iheir desperate deeds, bu t thg r are gone, even to the re- 
membrance of them. Wh at tke y were and what they did / 
lies buried away in book mausoleuniB like Egyptian mum- 
mies, all as eiean forgoUen as if they had been honest men* \ 
tiny and sJI the wfld se ^er^ hich these green estoaries / 
had witnessed. 

Havana lifjjures much in Enrjlish naval history. Drake 
tried to take it and failed ; Peun and Venables failed. We 
stormed the forts in 1760, and hglji them and held the eiiys 
till the Seven Tears' War mTover. I had read deeorip^ 
tions of the place, but they had p^ven me no clear concep- 
tion of what it would be lilceTcei'laiiily none at all of what 
it was like. Kingston is th e best of our West Indian towns, 
and Kingston has not one fine building in it. Havana is a 
dty of palaces, a dty of i&eete and plasas, of colonnades, 
and towers and churches and j ionasteries. We English 
have built in those islands us if we were but pas^m^ visiiors, ) 
wan tin only tenements t o^be . occupied for a time. The ) 
Spaniards boilt as they b uilt in Castile; built with the 
same material, the white lunestone which tiiey fonnd in the 
New World as in the Old. "TE£j)alaces of the nobles in 
Havana, the residence of tfie governor, the convents, the 
cathedral, are a reproducti on of Burgos or Vailadolid, as if 
by some Aladdin's lamp a Castilian eity had been taken ap 
and set down again onaltereST^ the shore of the Caribbean 
Sea. And they carried withjjiem their law>, their liai>its, 
their institn^ns and th eir cre ed, their religious orders, 
their bishops, and their Inquisition. Even now in her day 
of eefipse, wiien her genins is ckmded by the modem sinrit 
agftinst which she fought "l^^lgiig and so desperately, the 
sons of Bpain still build as they used to build, and the 
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modemsqiuraftndiiiarket plaeee, the cbM&b and forttooBap, 
whiob have risen in andjoond the aninent Hmiia» are 

constructed on the old massiye model, and on the siiine 
lines. However it maj^ be with ns, and whatever the 
eventual fate of Cnba, the .g paniah race has taken root 
there, and is visibly des toed to remain, Thej have poured 
their own people into it. InJ Joba alone there are ten in 
as many Spaniards as tSSra'are BngHsh and Bootoh in aO 
our West Indies together, ^nd Havana is ten times the 
size of the largest of our West Indian cities. Eefugeee 
have flocked thither ham the revolution in the PeninsnU. 
The Canary Islands Ofve rflbwj nto it. Yon know the people 
from Tenenffe by their stai nre ; ihey are the fineet aorvi- 
ving specimens of the old conquering breed. The political 
future is dark ; the government is unimaginal)ly corrupt 
— fiO corrupt that change is ine vitable, though what change 
C^ii would be idle to prophesy,. The Americans looked at the 
island which lay so temp^Qi^ near them, hai ihey wm 
wise in their generation. They reflected thai to introdnce 
into an Anglo-Saxon repuhlic so Lnsolul)lc an element as a 
miUion Spanish Iloma n^ Cat hoiics alien in blood and creed, 
I with hall a million blac ks to swell the dusky flood which 
rans too fun among them already, would be to invite m 
indigeation of serions con^g^enoe. A few years since the 
Cubans horn were on the eve of iu liieving their indepen- 
dence like their brotliers in Mexico and South America, 
Perhaps they will yet su cceed . Spanish, at any rate, they 
are to the hone and marroj^i^d Spanish th^ will continne. 
^ The magnitode of Havana, and the fnUness of life which 
was going on there, entir ely s urprised me. I had thought 
. of Cuba as a decrepit state, bankrupt or finance-exhausted 
I by civil wars, and on t&ejdge of social dissoluticm» and 
I found Havana at leae^^ grand imposing city — a dly 
which mii^i compare for beauty with any in Uie wcrid« 
The eaniiaxy omditaoQ is aa bad as negligence can malGa ik 
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bid ihftt a fl^paitidi gentlem an idd me that if it 
not for ^e Mtimil pnrityofjhe air they wonld have been 

iXi. dead like flies long ago. The tideless harbour is ford] 
with the aooumulations thre e hundred years. The ad- 
miniBferation is mom good-for-nothing than in Spain itaelL \ 
If, in of this, Havana still aita like a qoeen npon K 
the waters, there sfe sdlBrq;;a]ities to be fomid among \ 
her people which belong ed to th e countrymen and subjects 1 
of 1 erdinaud the Catholic. 

The ooast line from Cape Tibnron has none of the"^ 
grand aspects of the Ast iiies or Jamaiea. Instead of ' 
mountains and forests you see a series of undulating hills, 
cultivated with tolerable care, and nprinkled with farm- 
houses. All the more imposing, therefore, from the absence j 
of m«k8d45»ta«l temBrarnRiMJh uid towenot the 
'great Iforo^/the fortress whi<^ defends the entranoe of the 
harl)our. Ten miles ofiTit wiis already a suiking object. 7 
i As we ran nearer it rose above^ us stem, proud, and detiant, 
I upon a rock right abo ve thg water, with high frowning*) 
bastions, the li^thonse at an angle of it, and the Spanish 
banner floating proudly from a^orret whieh overlooked the 
whole. Tin Moro as a foi lilicatiun is, I am told, indefen- 
sible against modern artiU^^presentiug too much surface\ 
as a target ; bnt it is all the g ander to look at. Itisafine' 
ipeeinien of the Yanban ^^eriodt B^d is probably equal to 
any demands whieh wiD be made npon it. The harboor is 
something like Port Royaf, a "deep lagoon with a narrow 
entrance and a long natural breakwater between the lagoon 
and the ocean; but what alTort Boyal is a sand spit eight 
miles kmg, is at Havana a rocky peninsula on whieh the 
eity itself is bnilt. The ogening from the sea is half a 
iiiile wide. On the city side there are low semieirculai' 
batteries which sweep completely the approaches and the 
passage itself. The Moro rises opposite at the extreme 
point of the entranoe, and^ne^ to ifet fturlber ui towatds 
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luyrbour on the same side, on the crest and sIopeB of a 
nuige of gtan dB thg old lioro^ the odgiiMU oMtie 
whioh beat off Drake ^dJ Dlnrer'B aea-geoflmb* and idiidi 

was captured by the English in the last century. The 
lines were probably wea^e^han they are at present, and 
lees adequately manned. A m onument is erooied tharo to 
the officeni and men who fell i n tlie dofcncej 

The dty as we BteiaQedJ)y looked singularly beanti- 
ful, with its domes and steci) lc3 and marble palaces, and 
glimpses of long boulevards and trees and handsome man- 
Burna and cool arcades. Inside we loimd onrselveB in a 
I bMrin, perhaps of three milee diameter, foil of eh^jpiiig of 
all sorts and naticmalitie s. TO ie water, whioh oataide is 
pure as sapphire, has become filthy with the pollutions of 
a dozen generations. The tide, which even at the springs 
^ has but a rise and Mi of ac onple of feet, is totally in* 
Q^effeetiTe to dear it, an d as^l ong as ih^ hare the '^xgui 
Mary to pray to, the pio ns S paniards will not drive their 
sewage into the ocean. The hot sun rays stream do\sTi 
into the thick black liqui d, h orrible smells are let loose 
: from it when it is set i n mot ion by socew or paddi% and 
tshipa bring up at moorii^ttuoys lest theur anohorB should 
disturb the compost which lies at the bottom. Yet one 
/lorgot the disagreeables intlTe*novelty and striking chai'acter 
>^ the Boene. A hondi^^oats were plying to and fro 
lamong the Tarions vessels, with their white sails and white 
iwnings. Flags of all oount ries were blowing oat at stem 
or from masthead ; among^ them, of course, the stars and 
stripes flying jauntily on some splendid schooner which 
stood there like a oook upona dunghill that might be his 
own if he ehose to orow teitT] 

As soon as we had brought up we were boarded by the 
inevitable hotel touters, custom-house officers, porters, and 
boatmen. Interpreters off ered their services in the cou- 
fosion of langnagss, GraduaUy there emerged out of the 
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general noise two iBCts of importance. First, that I ought 
to liave bad a paaaport, an d if I had pot brought one that 1 1 
was likelj io be fined at the dj aeretion of Bpaniah oflteial8.J 

Secondly, that if I trusted to my own powers of self-defence^ 

I should be the ^actim of iii definite other extortions. Pass- 



port I had none — such thi ngs ar e not required any longefy 
in Bpain, and it had not occurred to me that th^ might 
Mm b. in danaad in a^ganid. eokmy. A. to being) 

cheated, no one could or would tell me what I was to pay 
for anytliinj^% for there were American dollars, SpanisITj 
dollars, Mexican dollars, and Cuban doUars, all different 
Hid with teetione of eM^ETTnd there were meltiplee ^ 
doOara in gold, and single ddto e in wX^, and last and 
most important of all there was the Cuban paper dollar, 
which was 230 per cent. be fow_th e value of the Cuban gold 
dollar. And in thia last the smaUegt raniiactionB of eommiwr? 
lili mre earried on, the p ractical part of it to a atranger 
being that when yom had < b recei ve you reeeiTed in paper, 
and when you had to pay you paid in sjjecie. | 

I escaped for the time the^ penalty which would have 
been inflicted on me abo nt^the^ pasaport, I had a letter of | 
inhcodoetion to the Oaptan i-Genffl al of the island^ and the ' 
Captain-General — ao the Tieeroy ia ealled^was so formid- 
able a person that the offic ials d id not venture to meddle 
with xne. For the rest I wasj kold that as soon as I hadl 
dioaen my hotel, the agent^jwho waa on board, woold see 
jna through all obatmetiomsjiud ivonld not allow me to be 
plundered by an3rone but himself. To this I had to suC^ 
mit. I named an hotel at random ; a polite gentleman in 
a few moments had a bo at alon gside for me ; 1 had stepT^ 
into it when the fur d amselB bound lor Darien^ who had 
been concealed all thia fine in their caUn, aliped down 1 
the ladder and took their p laces a t my side, to the no small i 
entertaiumeut ot the friends whom I had left on board and 
who were watching ua from the Jeck^ 
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At the wharf I was able to shake off my eaiiipttiioii8» 
imd I soon foi^goi the " misad TOitqre, for I found myself in 
Old GaetOe onoe more, amidBt^SpftmBh fiiees, SpanU inoieeB, 

Spanish smells, and Spanish scenes. On the ver}' wharf 
itself was a church grim and, stern, and so massive that it 
would stand, barring ea rthquak es, for a thousand years. 
Ohoreh, indeed, it was n o km ger ; it had been tnrned into 
ft eostom-hoaBe. Bni tius^w ae beeanse it had been deae* 
erated when we were i n^ Hav ana by having an Englirii 
service performed in it. Thex had churches enough with- 
out it, and they preferr ed to leave this one with a mark 
Upon it of the angerof the Alinighty. Of ohuroheBy indeed, 
there was no lack; chni elfSrS iiek as pnUio-hoiiBes in % 
Welsh town. Chnreh beyrad^mrch , palaee beyond palace, 
the narrow streets wher e neig hbours on either side might 
shake hands out of the upper stories, the deep colonnades, 
the private hooBea with ICT windows giatod towarda the 
efcreet, with g^pses ihrofigfihe street door into the eoort 
and garden within, wiih itieloiBters, its palm trees, and tls 
ountains ; the massivene ss ol ' the stonework, the curious 
old-fashioned bookstaUs, the dirt, the smell, the carriages, 
the swearing drivers, the black -robed priest gliding along 
the footway— it was Tole do ^ r YalladoUd again with the 
sign manual on it of Spain herself in finendly and fomiliar 
form. Every face that I saw was Spanish. In Kingston or 
Port of Spain you meet fifty blacks for one European ; all 
the Tntt.niiftl work is done 6 y^ em. In Havana the pro- 
portion is reversed, yon hardly see a ooloored man ai alL 
Boatmen, porters, eab"driv ers or cart-drivers, every one of 
whom are negroes in our islands, are there Spaniards, either 
Cuban born or emigrants from home. A few black beg- 
gars there were — ^penmtte37 ^ objects of charity to pious 
GathoUcs and as a sign of their inferiority of laee. Of 
poverty among the whites, real poverty that eonld be 
folt, I saw no sign at alL 
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After di'iving for about a mi le we emerged out of tfie*^ 
old town into a large squareand thence into a wide Ala* 
sneda or boulevard with double aTennoB of treeB» staiaes, 



fottniaiiiB, fheatres, dnlihoiiBes, and aH the wiotui e^piip* 

ments of modem luxuriousness' and Bo-called civilised life. 



I 

Beyond the Alameda was ^^2^er still larger square, one 
side of which was a railway station and terminus. In a 
OQlomiade at light angleH was j he hotel to whieh I had | 
been leoommended ; sparaooe, handBome, in style half 
Parisian lialf Spanish, like the Fondas in thu Puerto del 
Sol at Madrid. ^ 

Spanish was the langoa ge generally spoken ; but there 1 
were interpfeters and waiters more or less aooompliflhed in 
o&er tongues, especially "TnJngHsh, of whfeh they heard 
enough, tor I i'ouud Havana to be the winter resort of our 
American cousins, who go, gene rally, to Cuba as we go to 1 
the Biviera> to eeeape the ice aiid winds of the eastern and 
middle States. ThispartieiilarlKotd was a&vomiteresfii^ 
and was ftdl to overflowing wi^them. It was large, with 
an interior quadrangular garTIenTinto which looked tiers of 
windows ; and wings had Hbeen thrown out with terraced] 
roofiii Bidtes of rooms openi ng o ut upon them; each floor 
g provided with airy sittjn^ rooms and mnme rooms. 
Here were to be heard at least a hundred American voices 
discnssiiig the experiences a"nd pTans of tlicir owners, 
men lounged in the hall or at t he bar, or sat smoking on 
the rows of leather chairs under, the ooloonade, or were 
uider the hilnds of barbers o r Jia irentters in an airy 0^ 
saloon devoted to these uses. AN'lien I retreated upstairs] 
to collect myself, a lady was making the corridors ring 
dose by as she screamed at a piano in the middle of an 
admiring and oritieiamg c rowd. Dear as the Amarii^AiM 
are to me, end welcome in mosTplaees as is the sonnd of 
those 8ame sweet voices, one not come to Hil^il]la for 
this. It was necessary to escape somewhere, and promptly. 
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from the discord of noises which 1 hoped might be due to 
some momentary accid ent^ The mail company's agent, 

Mr. B , lived in the hotel. He kindly found me oiii^ 

initiated me in the mygtetie B of Cuban paper monejy aod 
gifing me a tariff of the fare s^ found me a eab, and aeoi 
me out to look about me.'J^ 

My first object was the cathedral and the tomb of 
Ooiombus. In CatholirjHGee in Europe chorches ataiui 
always open; the paaee r-b j y ^ an enter when he pleaaao, 
Ul <m hia knees and e ay hia j dlent pnyera to Ida Maalar 
whom he aeea on the altar .^ In Havana I diaoovered after- 
ward that, except at specif hours, and those as few &s 
I might be, the doors we re kep t locked and could only be 
Opened by a golden key. It was carnival time, howeyer; 



there were fnnotiona going on of yunom kioda, and I found 
the eatiiedral happily aooSSEte. U was a Taat bnildingy 

little ornamented, but the genera l forms severe and impres- 
sive, in the style of the time of Phihp II., when Gothic art 
had gone out in Spain and there had come in the place at 
at the implaeable atemneaa'w^h eipreaaea the reacj gemna 
of the Inqoiaition. A broad flight of atone atepa led 
to the great door. The afternoon waa eztoemely hot ; the 
curtains were thrown bacETcTadmit as much air as possible. 
There was some function proceeding of a peculiar kind. I 
know not what it was ; something certainly in which the 
pnbUe had no intereat, for'there waa not a atranger preaent 
Imt myaelf. Bnt the great cathedral oflfioiala were boay al 
work, and hked to be at tfieir ease. On the wall as you 
entered a box invited contributions, as limosna por el Santo 
Padre* Ihe service was I ^knpw not what. In the middle 
of the naye atood twelve large ohaira arranged in a aemi- 
eirele ; on theae ehaira aat tweWe eanona, like a tow of 
mandarins, each with his l ittle white patch like a silver 
dollar on the crown of his black head. Five or six minor 
dignitaries, deacons, precentors, or something ol that 8ort» 
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were droning out monotonous recitationB like the buzzuig 
of so many humble bees in ^tlic waim summer air. The 
dflin or proTOst sat in the c entra l biggest ohair of alL Hie 
lue WM xofl|y»and he wiped it fro m time to time with a red 
handkerehief ; hie ehin wae double or perhaps treble ; he 
iiad evidently dined, and would or nugliL iiave biept ljut for 
a pile of Buu£f on his chair arm, with continual refreshments 
from vhich he kept his facul^ alive. X sat patiently till 
it waa owt and the tirehe holy men roee and went their 
way. I oonld then stroll Mmt at leisure. The piotnrea 
were of the usual |)altry kuul. On the chancel arch stood 
the royal arms oi i:>pain, asfEe lion luid the unicorn used 
to stand in our parish ohurches till the High Churoh 
dergy mistook them lor Erasfiim irild beasts. At the right 
side of the altar was the monument which I had oome in 
search of ; a marble tablet Iixed against the wall, and on 
it a poorly executed fi%y^rv in high rebel, with a ru£ about 
its neek and features which might be meant for anyone 
and for no one in partienlar. Somewhere near me there 
were lying I beUeved and cotlI3Tiope the mortal remains of 
the cdf3(jo\ciei of the New World.j Au inscription said so. 
Xhere was written; 



IGl dand gptididlw an k Una 

T «B noMmbrMisa d« mmtia Nmuw. 



The court poet, or whoeverjsrote the lines, was as poor 
an artist in wae as the seulptor in stone. The image of 
the grande Colon is eertamly not * guarded in the urn,* 

since you see it on the wall J)efore your eyes. The urn, if 
urn there be, with the ' relics^ in it, must be under the 
floor. Columbus and his^^ther Diego were originally 
buried to the right and left^^tiie altar in the cathedral of 
Bi Domingo. When St Domingo was abandoned, a eom> 
mission was appointed to remove the body of Obristo})Iie to 
Havana* They did remove a body, bat bt. Domiugo insists 
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that it was Diego that was taken awfiy, that Christophe 
remaiDS where he was, andjhat if Spain wants him Spain 
miiBt pay for him. I followed the canons into the saens^ 
where tfaej were unrobing. I did not witiire to addren 
either of themselTea, bnt T a iked an aoolyte if he eonld 
throw any light upon the matter. He assured mu that 
there neither was nor could have been any nuBtake. They 
had the right body and wergjn no doubt about it. In more 
pious ages disputee of thiss^Hrt were settled by an appeal to 
miracles. Bival pretenders for the posaeflsion of the same 
bones came, however, at hist_tp be able to produce authentae 
proofs of miracles which had been worked at more than one 
of the pretended shrines; so that it was conoladed that 
saints' relies were like thejoa^es and fishes, eapaUe of 
ttraltiplioatioii without losmg^heur identity^ and of having 
I the property of being in several places at the same moment 
The same thinj^ has been allep^ed of the Holy Coat of Treves 
and of the wood of the true cross. Havana and St. Do- 
mingo may perhaps eventually find a similar solution of 
their disac^eement over the resting plaoe of Odlnmbua. 

I walked back to my hotel up a narrow shady street Hks 
a lonfj arcade. Here were^ie principal shops; several 
libraries among them, into whiph I strayed to gossip and to 
look over the shelves. That so many persons could get a 
living by bookselling implied a reading populatkm. bat the 
books themselves did notjpdicate any pr^ent litersry 
productiveness. Tlu y were chiefly old, and from the Old 
World, and belonged probably to persons who had been 
cooeemed in the late rebelli^ and whose property had been 
oonfisoated. They were absurdly eheap ; I bought a oopy 
of Guamsn de AUuaohe forj^ Ibw pence. 

I had brought letters of introduction to several distin* 
gnished people in Havana; to one «spocially, Don (r — 
a meml)er of a noble Peninsu^ family, once an ofiicer in 
the Spanish navy, now ehairman of a railway eompiay and 
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hfliid of an impogtant camnwawiaihaQBe. Hk elder toifthflr^ 
the Ifuqnes do , called^on me on the evening of the 

day of my arrival ; a distinguished-looking man of forty 
or thereabouts, with courteous high-bred manners, rapid, 
pcompt, and incifdve, wit h th e air of a soldier, whieh 
early life he had been. He_had travelled, spoke Tarioae 
knguagee, and spoke to me in admirable English. Dm 

G ♦ who might be a year or iwo younger, came later and 

stayed au hour and a h all wi th me* Let me acknowledge) 
here, and in aa murm language as I can eipreea it, tiie 
oUigatioiis under whioh I iSnd to him, not for the personal 
attentions only which he sh owed me dnring my stay in 
Havana, but for i^^iviii^ me an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted witli a real Hpccimen of Plato's superior men, who 

irare now and then, so Pl Bosa id, to be met with in foreign 
travel. It is to him that I owe any knowledge whioh I 
bronght away with me of ^e present state of Cuba. He 

had seen much, thought much, read much. He was on a 
level with the latest phase s oj_ philosophical and spiritual 
specnlation, eonld talk of Darg in and Speineer, of Sohopen^ 
haaer, of Btraoss, and o fJRen an, aware of what they had 
done, aware of the inconvenient truths which they liad 
forced into light, but aware also that they had left the 
most important questions jrett y much where they found 
them. He had taken no part in the politioal tronhlea of 
the late years in Gnba, fiokJie had obsenred evwything. 
No one knew better the defefits of the present system ui 
government ; no one was^jesji readj to rush into hasty 
scliemes for violently mending it. * 

The ten years' rebeUumroTwhioh I had heard so moeh 
and knew so little, he firsT^de intelligtble to me. Cnba 

had been governed as a province of Spain, and Spain, like 
other mother countries, had^tiiought more ot drawmg a 
revenue out of it for herself Jl^ y i of the interests of the 
Qibny* Spanish officials had been aTariciomi, and Spanish 
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^iaeal poHi^ oppresave and rainons. The i«eoiiTeeB of ihe 
island in metals, in minerals, in agrieoltiire were ae yel 

hardly scratched, yet every attempt to develop them was 
paralysed by fresh taxation. The rebellion had been an 
effort of the Cuban Spaniards, precisely analogoos to the 



authority of the court of Ha^d and to midte themeehei 

independent. They had ^fouf^ht desperately and had for 
several vcars been masters of half the island. Thev had 
counted on help from tbc_United States, and at one time 
they seemed likely to get it.. But the Americans could not 
eee their my to admitting ^ha into the Union, and without 
such a prospect did not care to quarrel with Spain on their 
account. Finding that tliey'were to be left to themselves, 
the insurgents came to 'Eerms and bpanish authority was 
re-estabUshed. Familiee liad been diirided, sons taking one 
/ side and litters the otheFTu in our Enc^ish Wars off the 
\ Boses, perhaps for the same reason, to save the fiunily 
estates whichever side came^ out victorious. The blacks 
ha^ been indifferent, the rebellion having no interest for 
them at nil. They hacTremained by their masters, and 
they had been the peace by complete eman- 

cipation. There wae not a slaTs now in Ouba. No indem* 
nity had been granted to^ieir owners, nor had any be( n 
asked for, and the business on the plantations had pone on 
without interruption. TE^fc who had been slaves con- 
tinued to work at the same locations, receiving wages 
instead of food and mamtenauce ; all were satisfied at the 
change, and this remarkable refvohition had been emied 
out with an ease and com plete ness which found no parallel 
in any other slave-owning country^ 

In spite of rebellion, in si ite of the breaking up and ra- 
oonstruetion of the social syg^em, in spite of the indifierent 
administration of justice, injpite of taxation, and the inex- 
plicable appropriations of the revenue, Cuba was still mode- 
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ntely prosperooB, and thH _t U could floDrish at all after 

trials BO severe was the best evidence of the greatness of its 
natural wealth. The p arty insurrection was dissolved,/ 
and would revive again only under the unlikely contingenoy 
of enoonfageiiieait from't fie^ Uni ted States. There ynB iT) 
party, however, whieh desireii for Onba a oonetiiatian like 
the Canadian— Home Rule and the management of its own 
afifairs — and as the blac jk elem ent was far outnumbered^ 
and under control, sooh a consti tution would not be politi-^ 

If the Bpamsh Government does not mend its waysT^ 
concessions of tliis kind may (^-entually have to he made, 
though the improvement to T)e expected from it is doubtful. 
Official cormption is enpjainod in the character and hafi^ 
of the Spanish people. Ju^f^eT allowed their deoiBions to 
he ' influenced ' nnder Phffijijn. as much as to-day in the) 
colonies of Queen Cla ibUna ; and when a fault is the hal>it 
of a people, it survives political reforms and any number 
€l toniingp of the bileidosc^ 

The enoonraging featn re is_ the sacoess of emancipation, 1 
There is no jealousy, no race animosity, no snpereilioiui 
contempt of whites for '^niggers.* The Spaniards have \ 
inherited a tinge of colou nhems elves from their African 
aneestorsy and thus the y afe_ all friends together* Thel 

liberated slave can aeqtnre and ow n land if he wishes for it^ 

bat as a rule he pref^ to work -for wages. These happyy 
conditions arise in part firom the Spanish Lciiiperaiiient, 
but chiefly from the numerical preponderance of the white 
dement, whicht as in theUnited States, is too secoze to he 
mieasy. The Uaek is not ' encou raged in insabordinatuml 
by a sense that he could win in a contest of strength, and 
the aspect of things is far^more promising for the future 
than in our own islands. The Spaniards, however inferior 
we magr think them to onrs elves , have filled their colooieB 
irith their own people and^we reaping the reward of it. 
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We have so oontiiYed that sueh English as had seiUed in 
the Wert bdies on thei r Dim aocount are leaving thenu 
Spain, fonr oentnries ano^ waa the greatest of Enropeui 

nations, the first in ar t^ on second only to Italy, the first in 

arms, the first in the whom she produced. She has 

been swqit along in to^ cnrrent of time. She fooi^t 

against the stream of tende ncy, and the stream firoved too 

strong for her, great as she ipas. The modem spirit, which 

lu would not have wEen Tt came in the shape of the 

Keformation, has flowed over her borders as revoluiiou^ 

not to her benefit, lor sETTs unaUe to assimilate the new 

ideas. The old Spain 'oT* the Inquisition is gone; the 

Spain of to-day is di^defbetween LiberaUsm and Catho* 

lie hehef. She is sick in the process of the change, aud 

I neither she nor her colonieB stand any longer in the front 

I lines in the race of civihsation ; yet the print of her loot is 

/ stamped on the New W orl^ in charaoters which will not be 

I effaced, and may be found to be as endurinj^ as our nwu. 

- J** 

The colony is perhaps in advance of the mother countiy. 

The Catholic Church, D on^ said, has little infloeoee 

m Cuba; ' she has had nojival/ he ei^plained, * and so has 
"^own lasy.' I jndgedthe^same from my own obeervaticms^ 
The churches on Sundays were thinly attended, and men 
smiled when I askedl ^em about ' confession/ X inquired 
abont famooB preachers. I was told that there was no 
preaching in HaTana,1amouB <Nr otherwise. I might if 
I was Incky and chose tojo there in the early morning, 
hear a sermon in the church of the Jesuits ; that was all. 
I went ; I hoard my Jesuit, who was fluent, eloquent, and 
. gestieaUiting, bat he w afl*pon ring oat his passionate rhe> 
I tone to aboat fiffy women with scarcely a man amongst 
them. It was piteous to look at him. The Catholic 
Chnreh, whether it be for want of rivals, or merely from 
force of time, has fallen ^rom its high estate. It can bum 
^ no more heretics^ for it fiasloet the art to raise oommtta 
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to siifBeMiit intenflity. The power to burn w«b the meMue 

of tlie real lu'lief which |H'Oi)le had iii the Church uiul its 
doctrines. The power h as de parted with the waning oT? 
£uUi ; «Dd religion in H avana , as in Madrid, is but ' use 
ucl wont ; * not ' belief ' but_Q pinion, and opinixm which is 
half inflinoeire. Nothing elsecan take its plaoe. The 
18 too late for Protentantism, which has developed into 1 
wider iormti, and in the matter of Batinhed and complete 
religbna oonviotion Proteetante^are hardij better off than 
fttthftllfff, 

Don G had been mneh hi Spain ; he waaaeqnainted 

with many of the desccndaffi of the old aristocracy, who I 
linger there in laded grandeuj;. He had studied the hi8t(n'v 
of hia own oonntry . He coinp ared the Spain and £ngiaDMr) 
of the flizteenth centoiy' wSn th e Spain and England of 
the present ; and, Uke mo6t of as, he knew where the yoke*7 
galled his own neck. But economical and political puj- 
sperity is no exhauBtive measure of human progress. The 
Borne of Tr^an was inu&eaaarably more splendid than the\ 
Bome of the ScipioB ; yet thej progregB had been downward*^ 
nevertheless. If the object^f our existence on this planet 
is the development of character, if the cuhiiinating poinD 
in any nation's history be that at which it produces its 
noblest and bravest men^'^cts do not tend to assore oi} 
that the triumphant marc h of the last hondred years is 
accoin})H.shiag much in th; ii j Hrection. \ found myself"] 

arguing with Don (t that if CbarleH V. and Philip 11. 

were to oome back to t his wo rld» and to see whither Oiel 
movement had brought us of whioh they had worked so 
hard to suppress the bei^nning, they wonld still say UiaTx 
they had done ri^ht in t ryiiju: to strangle it. The Refor— ' 
mation called itself a protest against lies, and the advo- \ 
eates of it imagined that when the lies, or what they called * 



floeh, were cleared away, thej>ar6 metal of CShristianity 
wonld remain nnsollied* The great men who fooght 

X 
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against the movement , Cha rlBfl Y. m his eabinel and En^ 

mns in his closet, had seen thai it could not rest there ; 
that it was tho eradFe of a revolution in which the whole 
spiritual and politica l or ganisation of Europe would be 
flung into the cmeihte . U nder that organiaatian hmnan 
nature had aeeended to^^ titgdea of duTalzy, of adf-flaeri- 

tfiee* whieh it had never. before reached. The aizteenfli 
century was the hlossoining time of the Old World, and no 
such men had appeared since as then came to the front, 
either in Spain or Italy, or Germany or France or England. 
The actual leaders of the Boformalion had been fated in 
the system whieh the y des troyed. Puritanism and Cal- 
vinism piodiiced men of j )owerful character, hut they 
were limited and incapable of continuance : '.md now the 
liberty which wae demanSeTjbad become what their instinct 
rhad told them from the first m ust be the final shape of it, 
a revolution which would tolerate no ineqnafities of enUme 
or position, which insisted that no iniiii was better than 
another, which was to exalt the low and bring down the 
high till all mankind ahotild stand upon a common level — 
a level, not of baseness or badnees, bat a level of good* I 
hnmoored, smart, vulgar and vulgarising medioerity^ with | 
melodrama for tragedy, farce for comedy, sounding speech 
for BtatesmanHlte wisdom Pand for a creed, when our fathers 
I thought that we had been made a little lower than the 
angels, the more modt^sTknowledge that we were only a i 
little higher than the apes. This was the aspect in whiflb 
iA» world of the ninetee^T century would appear to Sir ' 
Thomas More or the Duke of Alva. From the Grand , 
Captain to Seflor Castelar, from Lord Borghley to Mr. 
Gladstone, frcMn Leonar^oda Vinci or Velasquez to Gustave | 
])or6, from Cervantes and BEakeBpeare to ' Pickwick ' and the 
'Innocentsat Home;' fr^ the fiuth whieh Imilt the cathe- | 
drals to evolution and the survival of thr fittest ; from the 
carving and architecture o^he Middle Ages to the workman- 
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ship of the modern contractor; the change in the spirituaT^ 
department of thinc^s liad [xjcn the same along the whole 
line. The great Emperor^fter seeing aU that has bee^l 
aobieved, the railmys, tt^e- gteam engines, tiie telegraphB» 
ihe Tankee and his XJ niM S tatea, whioh are Ihe embodi* | 
ment of the highest asp nration s of the modem era, after 
attending a session of the British Association itself, ami 
seeing the bishops hold ing ou t their hands to science which \ 
bad done sueh great th mgs Jp r them, might fairly daim 
tiiat it iras a dodbtfiil point whether the ehange had been 



really for the better. 

It may be answered, and answered truly, that the old 
thing was dead. The Catliolic faith, where it was left 
atanding and where it still^stands, prodaees now nothing j 
higher, nothing better t han th e Protestant Human sys- 
tems grow as trees grow. The seed shoots up, the trunlk^ 
forms, the branches spread ; leaves and flowers and fruit 
waiA oat year after year as if they were able to renew 
themaelves Isft ever. Burth^whioh has a beginning has 1 
an end, that whieh has Iflemust die when the vital force 
is exhausted. The faith of More, as well as the faith oP^ 
Ken or Wilson, were elevating and ennobling as long as 
they were sincerely belie ved, bn t the time came when they^ 
beeame oloaded with uncertainty ; and eonfosed, perplexed, 
and honestly anzions, hi mianity struggles on as well as] 
it can, all things conside red, respectably enough, in its 
chrybaliB condition, tlic ul4 wings j ^one, the new wings thntA 
are to be (if we are ever to have another set) as yeL/ 
imprisoned in their sheath^**'^ 

The same Smiday mo rning wh en I went in searoh'ofl 
my sermon, the hotel was alive as^bees at swanning time. 
There was to be a bull fjgTTt in liuiiuui uf the carnival, and \ 
sooh a bull fight as had ^uever bctu seen in Havana. * 
Plaesrds on the wall announced that a lady from 8pain» 
Gkriana they called hef« was io meet and sky » boll in 
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single comlmt, and everyone must go and see the wonderfal 
sight. I myself, having seen the real thing in Madrid niauy 
years ago, £alt uo more cariosity, and that a woman should 
be am aetrees in suoh a w&oa did not leviye iL To thoM 
who went the performance was a disappointmeni. The 
boll provided tamed out to be a oalf of tender years. The 
spectators insisted that they would have a beast full of 
strength and ferocity, an d, Gl oriana when brought to the 
point declined the advent arej 

There was a prettier aoene in the evening. In the eod 
after nightlftll the beanty wdjashion of Havana tnnifl ool 
to stroll in the illuminated ^Alameda. As it was now a iu'sh 
festival the band was to play, and the crowd was as dense 
as on Exhibition ni^^ts at'^ath Kensington. The made 
>waB equally good, and the^omen as graoefol and well 
(jbreesed. I sat for a n^ hoa r or two listening under the 
statue of poor Queen Isabella. The image of lar still 
stands wliere it was placed, though revolution has long 
shaken her from her th rone. All is forgotten now exoept 
that she was oooe a Spanish sovereign, and time aad 
distance have deodorised^ner' memory. « 
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CHAPTER XESU 

Hotels in Havana — Sights in the city — Cigar mannfactories — West ladiM 

indiiBtriea— The Captain-General — The Jesuit college — Father ViftH— 
Oaha in Havana— Spanish arisloonwj— liea lodging house. 

Thkij; was much to be neen in II ;iv;ina, and much to thiiik^ 
ftU)ut. I regretted only that TTTa d not been better advised 
in mj olioue of an hot eL T he dining Baloon rang uSE] 
American TOioea in their ehrillest ionee. Eveiy taUe iraa 
oeeapied by groups of th can, nop mm there a eoimd in the ^ 
room of any language but theirs. In the whole company 
I had not a single ac quaint ance* I have liked welT} 
afanoet ewy individual Amorkan thai I have kUen in 
with and come to know> Th ey aie frank, friendly, openTl 
and aheohitelj nnaffectedTflmd , like my friend at Miss 
Iiu\ s in Jamaica, they taluT'cheerful views of life, which \ 
is the highest of all reco mmen dations. The distinotaesB ^ 
and ehaipnesB of ntter ance js tolerable and even agiee^ 
able in oonveraatum wit h a nrn gle person. When a hurgs 
nmnber of them are toget her, al l talking in a high tone, it 
tries the nerves and sets th^e^eth on edge. Nor could 
escape &om them in an y par t of the building. The gen- 
tiemeo were talking politic o inj he halli or lonnging nndor . 
the eokmnade> One of th em^an abeolnte stranger, who / 
perhaps knew who I waa, a aked m e abruptly for my opin iop 
of Cartiin;Ll Newman. Th ejladie s filled the sitting rooms 
their pianos and their du ets pier ced the walls of my bed- i 
fOom« and only ceased an liour after midnight* At Ave in ' 
the monnng Uie engpnee Te^iin to soream at the a^<nning 
nuhraj ataticn. The chureh belie woke at the same hour 
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with their superfluous summons to matins which no OM 
attended. Sleep was next to an impossibility under these 

I hard conditions, and I wan ted more and not less of it wbda 
I bad the daties npon m eoLm ghtBeeing* Sleep or no fllaqp^ 
however, I determined ^t J would see what I ooold aa 
long as I could keep going^ 

A few liuiulred yarTIsofif was one of the most famous 
of the Havana cigar manufactories. A courteous message 
from the manager, 8enor Bwoee, had informed me that 
be would he happy to ^^i* ^^.^ne over it on any monung 
before the son was abov e the j- oofa of the hooses. I loimd 
the senor a handsome elderly gentleman, tall and lean, 
with Gastilian dignity o F ma nner, free and frank in all 
bis eommniiicationH, wnn no jraaerve^ ooneealmentB, or in* 
^^fSMTitie.. I toU hiinigjm ID7 eipniMfle dsM. i«e 
I not what they had been, that tiie last good one whieh I 
had smoked I bad bought twenty years ago from a ron- 
trabandisia at Madrid. I had come to Havana to see 
whether I could find another equally good at the fountain 
head. He eaad that he was not ai all amiptued* II waa 
- the same story aa at Jamaica ; the eonsomi siion of eigan 
had increased witli extreme rapidity, the art a on which 
the finest tol»aceo bad Tjeen grown was bmited, and the 
expense of growing it wasv^ great. Only a small qoantii^ 
of the beet eigars was no w mf tde for the market. IngenenI 
I the plants were heavily manured, and the flavovr snilered. 
Leaf of coarse fibre was need for the core of the cigars, 
with only a fold or two wrapped round it of more deUcate 
qoaUty. He took me in^the different rooms where the 
manofaotore was going cm? In the first were perhaps a 
hondred or a hnndred and fifty sallow-fseed young men 
engaged in rolling. They wore all Onbans or SpaniardB wiA 
the exception of a single^negro ; and all, I BbouUl think, 
under thirty. On each' HTtjfi tables was one of the names 
\ with which we have grown fiuniliar in modem eigar shopsi 
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Reynas, lk;^alias, Principes, and I know not how many " ) 
else. The difference ofl HSteri al could not be gieat, but ' 
there was a real differe nce in the fineness of the makey 
and in the quality of the ext erior_I eaf. The mMrkmen were \ 
ci unequal eapacity and were nnequully paid. The eefior*^ 
employed m ail about l^^iOy^ at least so I understood liij£j^ 

The black Held hands had, eightecnpcnoe a day. The 
zoUen were paid by gn aiity an d quantiliy ; a good workman \ 
doing his beet ooold earn sixty doUan a week, an idle and/ 
indiffsrent one aboat twflY e. J hey smoked ae they rdled, 
and there was no chuck upon the consumption, the loss in \ 
this way being ebtimated at 40,000 dollars a year. The ^ 
pay wae high ; bat there was ano ther aide to it— *the occu- 
pation waa dangerona. If th eie were no old men in the 
room, there were no boys. Those who nndertook it died 
often in two or three years. Doubtless with precaution tho 
mortaiit^ might be dimm itihed ; but, like the needle and} 
acissor grinders in England, lEe men themselves do not \ 
widi it to be diminished. The risk entera into the wages^y 
and they prefer a short life and a m erry one^ 

The cigarettes, of wSich the vaiieLit^^b are as many aa 
there are of oi^^s, were madee xciusively by Chinese. The 
aeoond room which we ^tere d was fall of them» thdr j 
OQiioQS yellow &ces m ildly b ending over their tobacco 
heaps. Of these tiiere may^ve hem a hnndred. Of the 
general expenses of the estahhshment I do not ventui e lo \ 
say anything, bewilderedTas I was in the labyrinthine com- 
plication of the cnrreney, hut it most certainly be enor-N 
mooB, and this hoose, the^^u^tagasy waa bat one of many / 
eqoally eztensiye in Havana alone^^i 

The seflor was most liberal. He filled my i)ockets 
with packets of eioeJlent cigarettes ; he gave me a bundle 
of dgara. I cannot say w^jtb^ tb^ were equal to what l\ 
honghi from my eomtnb andUtih for these may have beeo J 
idealiBed by a grateful memory, bat th^ were so iheoni*'^ 
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parably better than any wliioli I have bett abie to gel 

London that I was tempted to deal with hini, and 80 far I 
have Ijad uo reason to repent. The boxes with which he 
provided me hectored the sam ple, and the price, daiy at 
bome indnded, was a third below what I ahoold lum paid 
in London (or an article which I would rather leavo imoon- 
aomed. A broker whom I fel) in with insisted to me ibat 
the best cipiTH went to London, that my preference for 
what I got from my senor was mere fancy and vanity, and 
that I oonld bay bettor in jua y* rfi op in Begent Street. I aaid 
that he might but I eon ldn\ a nd^ so wc left it J 

I tell all this, not witbjh^ affeetation of supposing that 
tobacco or my own tast e abo ut it can have any interest, 
but as an illustration o f wha t can be done in the West 
Indies, and to show how immenee a Icxim of indoatiy waiti 
to be developed in onr ow n ida nde, if people with ei^pilal 
and knowledge choose to it. Tobaoeo as good as 

the best in Cuba has been grown ami can be gi*own in 

C Jamaica, in St. Domingo, and~probabIy in every one of the 
Antilles. * There are doll ftfs in those islands,' as my 
Yankee said, and many abnzied treaanze will be farongfat 
to light there when cap^^ts can fisel assnred that tiMy 
will not be at the mer cy of black coustitutional govarn- 
ments. J 

My letter of introduct ion ty the Captain-General was 
still nndeliTeredy and as I had made use of it on landing 1 
thon^^t it right at least to^ pa y my req^eets to the great 

man. The Marqnes M kindly eonsented to go with me 

and help me through the inte rview, being of course ac- 
quainted with him. He was at his country house, a mile 
oat of the town. Th eJbi^ Engs are all good in fiawia. 
li was what it called it self^ not a palaee bat a huds o iMS 
eooniry residenoe m the middle of a large weQ-kept garden. 
The viceroyalty has a fair^but not extravagant income 
attached to it. The Captain-General receives about d»OOOL 
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a year beeidee allowaneee. Wen the balle and dinnm ^ 

expected of him wliich our poor governors are obliged to 
entertain their subjects with^ he would not be able to 
make much out of it. The large fortunes which used to^ 
be bronglit baek the f ortuna te Gaptains-General who 
eonld eonnive ai tiie ikm fiaSTwere no k»ger attainaUe ; 
those good days are gone. Pub lic opinion therefore per^ 
mits them to save their incomes. The Spaniards are not 
a hospitable people, or rath er^ eir notion of hospitali ty 
diffan in form from onr a. Sh qr an ready to dine wittT) 
you ihemaehrea aa often as you_ will aak thenu Nothing 
in the shape of dinners is looked for from the Captain- I 
General, and when I as a stranger suggested the possibility^ 
ol such a thing happeningTo^me, my companion assured 
me that I need not be in the leael alanned. We weve iih^ 
trodnoed into a weU-proporBoned hall, with a Um marble 
busts in it and casts of Grdek and Roman statues. Aides-de^ 
cnmp and general officers were lounging about, with whom 
we exchanged distant ci yififieAT After waiting for a quarter^ 
ol an hour we were anm mon^ by an official into an acyoin- 
hig room and foond onraelTeB in bda BieeUenoy's preaenoe. 
He was a small gentlemanlike-looking man, out of uniform, ^ 
in plain morning dress with a^ilk sash. He received us 
with natural politenesB; cordiaHty was uncalled for, but he 
waapecfBeflygraeioiia. He ( xjTi^ssed hiaplaaamw at aeeiSg] 
me m the idand ; be hoped that i should eigoy myadf, and 
on his part would do everylhing in his power to make my « 
stay agreeable. He spoke of tlie emancipation of the I 
alaTCs and of .the social state of t he island with pardonable 
eatiataetifln, inqoired about our own Weat Indies Ao., aacTj 
finally aaked me to teP hi m in what way he oonld be of 
service to me. I told him that I had found such kind 
friends in Havana already, that I could think of little. 
One thing only be could do if he. pleased. I had omitted 
io bring a paaaport with me, not knowing that it would be 



Digitized by Google 



SM THE ENGUSB IN THE WEST INDIES 



leqnirecL My podium waa uxefpSiMX and vofjaii be ineon* 
Tenient. I vaa indeb ted J o letter of inboduetiflo to 
bis Exoelleney for adndmioii into his dominionB. Perbapa 

j he would write a few wo rdsj vhich would enable me to re- 
main in them and go out of them when my visit was over, 
fiia EzoeUenigr Bald t hat & would instmoi the Qofaiemo 
CSivil to see to it| an mstra ction the meaning of uliuii 
I too sadly nnderatood. I wag, not to be allowed to eaeape 
the fine. A fresh shower fo llowe d of polite words, and with 
these we took ourselves a way, j 

The afternoon was spent^more instnictively, perhi^ 
more agreeably, in a difforeniscene. The Maiqaes M— 
had been a pupil of the Jee^e. He had personal friends 
in the Jesuit college at Bavana, especially one, Father 

tViiiez, whose name is fa milia r to students of meteorological 
science, and who baa sapBl emented and corrected the 
accepted law of stonns by careful obeervatkm of West 
Indian hurricanes. The Jesm ts were as well spoken of in 
Havana as the Moraviansjn Jamaica. Everyone bad a 
good word for them. Theyalone, as I have said, took the 
trouble to provide the good people there with a sermon 
on Sundays. They alone among the Oatholio 6kgifft 
thoogh th^ live poorly^jaud have no endowment, exoEt 
themselves to provide a t olOTab le education for the middle 
and upper classis. The M^ques undertook that if we 
/ called we should be gra cjoualy received, and 1 wae curioiu 
and interested. Iheir college bad been an enoimoiis 
monastery. Wherever " ffie j paniarda went they took an 
anoy of mcmks with themj>f all the orders. The monks 
contrived always to house themselves handsomely. W liiie 

I soldiers fought and settlers planted, the monks' duty was to 
pray. In process of tua^^t came to be doubted whether 
the monks' prayers were worth what they cost, or whether, 
in iMst, they bad ever hiGrmneh efieet of any kind. They 
have been suppressed in Spam ; ihey have been clipped 
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■hori in aU the Spanish dominiona, and in Hmna UtimJ 

are now left only a handful of Dominicans, a few nuns, 
and these Jesuits, who have taken possession of the largest \ 
of the oonventBy much as a sold icr-ciab beoomee the ingo* ^ 
lOUB tenani of the shell of som e laqr sei^SDaiL Thsgr htm i 
» eoUege there where there are four hundred kids and ' 
young men who pay for "tlieir education ; some hundreds 
more are taken out of c Sarit^ . The Jesuits conduct the 
whole, and do it ail unaid ed, on their own resoovoee. And j 
this is lur from all tha t the^ do. They keep on a level 
with tiie age ; they are men of learning ; they are men of I 
science; they are the IToyul Society of Cuba. They have ' 
an observatory in the colleg e, and the Father \'inez of 
whom I have spoken is in chMf y of it. Father Yiiiea mil 
our partiealar oligeet* TheT norter's lodge opened into a 
eourtyard like the qnadrang^ of a college at Oxford. FnnS^ 
the courtyard we turned into a narrow staircase, up which 
we climbed till we reached the roof, on and under which 
ihe Father had his lodiSnS^and his observing machi- 
naiy* We entered a anu il room, plainly famished witha^ 
table and a few unenshioned Thairs ; table and ehairs, aD 
save the Father's, litteretF witli books and i)aper8. Cases 
stood round the wall, contai nmgje lf-registering instruments 
of the most advanoed modenTtype, eaeh with its p^ier \ 
hanel imrolling slowfy onnrTTlookwarfc, while a peneO ' 

preBsm-e, the degree of moistures the ozone, the electricity. 
In the middle, surround ed his tools and his ticking"} 
ek)ck8, sat the Father, midd le-aged, lean and dry, with 
ahriveUed skin and brown and threadbare froek. He re- 
eehed my eompanion with a wiwjn affiBotkmate smile. The 
Marques told him that I was an Enghshman who was 
curious about the work in which he was engaged, and he 
qpoke to me a* once with the politeness of a man of sense. 
After a few questions aaked and anaweredy he look ns out 



Diui 



3i6 TSE ENGUSH IN TSM WEST INDIES 

to • Bhed among the roof-tiles, where he kept hie krgs 
teleeoope, his equatorial, and his transit instniments — not 

on the great scale of State-supported observatories, but 
with everything which was really essentiaL He liad a labo* 
ratory» too, and a worksho|9j with ail the reoent applianees. 
He wae a praetieal optician and meehaniOi He managed 
and repaired his own maehinery, ohserved, made his notes, 
and wrote bia reports to the societies with which he wa- in 
correspondence, all by himself. The outfit of such an 
estabUshment, eveii on a moderate scale, is expenaiTe. I 
said I supposed that the Government gave him a grant. 
* Bo fax from it,' he said^that we have to pay a duty on 
every instrument which we import.' ' Who, then, pays for it 
ail ? * 1 asked. * The order^he answered, quite simply. 

The house, I believe, wa% a gift, though it cost the State 
nothing, having been simp^ seised when the monks wm 
expelled. The order now^maintains it, and move than 
repays the Government for their single act of generosity. 
At my companion's sugfi^estion Father Viflez gave me a 
copy of his book on hurricanes. It contains a record of 
laborious jomrneys which he made to the soene of the 
devastations of the Uwt tep years. The soientiile valne of 
the Father's work is recognised by the highest authorities, 
though I cannot venture even to attempt to explain what 
"Ee has done. He then conducted us over tiie bniidrng, imd 
showed 08 the libraries, 'dormitories, playgronnds, and aD 
the other arrangements^ieh were made for the stndents. 
Of these we saw none. They were all oat, hat tiie long 
tables in tlie refectory wenjaid for afternoon tea. There 
was a cup of milk for each lad, with a plate of honey and 
a roll of bread ; and sap^ wonld follow in the evening. 
The sleeping giUeiy was^vided into eeiUBy open at the 
top for ventUation, with bed, table, chest of drawers, and 
washin*^ apparatus — all scrupulously clean. Bo far as I 
Voonld judge, the Fathers cared more for the boys comfon 
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than for their own. ThrooA-jBn open door our oondiietor 
faintly indicated the apartment whieh bdonged to himself. 

Four bare walls, a bare tiled floor, a plain pallet, with a 
erociiix above the pillow, was all that it contained. There . 

no parade of eoelesiasticumi. The libnurieB were well ' 
Ibmiahed, hut the booloB w^ chiefly aeoDlar and aeientMiO, v 
The chapel was nnomam ented ; there wero a few pictores, ' 
but they were simple an d in offensive. Everything was 
^Ood of its kind, down t o the_ gymnastic courts and swim- 
ming hath. The hoUneaajvas kept in the baekgroond* IP 
traa in the Bpixii and no ^ in the body. The ooat of tibe 
whole eetahHfihment was d efray ed oat of tiie payments of 
ttie richer students managed_economically for the benefit of 
the rest, with complete indii ferenoe on the part of the 
Fathera to indolgenoe and^aaozes of their own. As we 
took leaTO the MarqneB kiaaed his old maater'a brown band. 
I rather envied him the privilegey 

Something I saw of Havana society in the received 
sense of the word. There are many clubs there, and high 
play in most of them, for the Cnbans are giTsn to tlie 
roulette taUes. The Union Club, which is the most dis^ 
tinguished among them, invites occasional strangers stay- 
ing in the city to temporary membership as we do at the 
Athen^um. Here you meet bpaninii grandes, who have 
some to Cabft to be out of rsaeh of revolation, prond 
SB e?ar and not as poor as yon might eqiset ; and when 
you ask who they are yon hear the great familiar names of 
SpJinish history. I was introrlnced to the president — 
young, handsome, and aeeoin])lished. I was startled to 
learn that he was the head of the old honse of Sandoval. 
The house of Colnmbas onght to be there also, for there is 
still a Christophe Colon, the direct lin^ir representative of 
the discoverer, disguised under the title of the Diique de 
Yeragoa. A perpetual pension of 2U,UU0 dollars a year 
was granted to the great Christophe and his heirs lor ever 
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as a char^re on the Cnhan revenue. It has ))epn paid to 
the family through all changes of dynasty and forms of 
goramnentt and is paid to them sfcQl. But the Duqiia 
resides in Spain, and the present oceapation of him, I was 
informed, is the breeding and raising bolls for the Flan de 
ToroB at Seville. 

Thus, every way, my stay was made agreeable to m^ 
There were breakfasts and dinners and introdaotionB, 

Don G and his brother were not fine gentlemen onlyt 

bat were men of business and deeply engaged in the aotivo 
life of the place. The American consul was a conspicuous 
figure at these entertaniments. America may not find it 
her interest to annex these islands, but sinoe she ordered 
the Frenoh out of M exioo, and the French obeyed, she is 
oniTersally felt on that side of the Atlantie to be the 
supreme arbiter of all their fates. Her consuls are thus 
persons of consequence. The Cubans like the Americans 
well. The commercial treaty which was ofifored to our 
islands by the United States has been aoeepted eagerly by 
the Spamards. Spanish sngarjjoes free into the Ameriean 
market. They say that they^^ve hills of solid iron m the 
island and uioimtains of copper with 50 per cent, of \irgin 
copper in them waiting' for the Americans to develop, and 
likely I suppose to wait a little i^u^ger. The present adminis* 
I iration would swallow np in taxation the profits of the moat 
promising enterprise that ei'er was undertaken, but the 
metal- are there, and will come one day into working. 



"The consul was a swift pe^jimptory man who knew his own 
mind at any rate. Between his 'Yes, air,' and his 'No, 
sir,' you were at no loss^^ his meaning. He told me a 
story of a ' nigger ' officer with whom he had onee got into 

conversation iit ilavii. He had intiuired why they let so 
line an inland run to waste? Wliv did thev not cultivate 

^^^^ * * 

[it? The dusky soldier laid his liand upon his breast 





'Ah,' he said, 'that might dolor 
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English or GmnanB or Frankii^ire of the Latm nee ha^e 

higher tbii^^B to occupy us.'^ 

I liked tlie consul wellT I cauld not say as much for 
his eoantrymeii and eonntr^omen at my hoieL Indivi- 
dnally I dare say they wonld haiw been ehanoing ; ooDeo* 
ti?^ they drove me to disteaotkm* Spaoe and time ha? 
no existence for them ; they and their voices were heard 
in all places and at all Hours, The midnight bravnras 
at the pianos mixed wild ly m my broken dreams* Thel 
Mavqnee M— iviehed to^Jake me with him to his 
e o nntr y seat and show me Ina^sngar plantationB. Kothingl 
coulci have been more dehj^hjiiil, hut with \v;nit of sleep 
and the constant racket I foun d myself becoming unwell. ) 
In youth and strength one defy the fool fiend and bid 
him do hia mnt ; in age one finds it wiser to get out of 
the way. 

On the sea, sevv n miles from Havana, and connected 
with it by a convenient railway, at a place called \ edado, 
I found a lodging house ^^t by a Frenchman (the best 
000k in Cuba) with a Genggn wils. The sitoation wasl 

00 attractive, and the owners^ of it so attentiTe, that qniet 
people went often into * retrea^' there. There were delicious 
rooms, airy and solitary as I could wish. The sea washed I 
the ooral roek under the windia^* There were walks wild 
as if there was no dty within a thousand miles— np the 
banks of lonely rivers, over open mooro, or among ineloeares 
where tliere were large farming establishments with cattle 
and horses and extensive staples and sheds. There was a 
Tillage and a harbour where HiHmg people kept their boats j 
and went out daily with theif^ets and lines — ^blacks and 
whites living and working nde by side. I eoold go where 

1 pleased without fear of interferciue or question. Only^ 
I was warned to Ite careful of i do'^s, large and dangaroas, 
desoendants of the fiunoiis Cuban bloodboundsy whieh are 
kept evevywlieie to goadTthe yards and houses. They 
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wm rally dangioroiu, and had to be avdd^ The shon 

was of inexhaustible interest. It was a level shelf of coral 
rock exteniim*:^ for rnimy miles and littered over with sbeUs 
and coral branches which had been iiimg up bj the burf. 
I bad hoped lor bathing. In the open mter it is not to be 
{honest of on aoeoiint of the sharks, but baths have been 
eat in the roek all along that part of the coast at int«r- 
Vrtlh of half a lUile ; deepj^c^uare basins witli tunnels con- 
necting them with the sea, up which the waves run dear 
and foaming. They are inelosQres, rooied over to 

keep oat the son, and witL attendants rogolarfy present 
Art and natnre combineTnever made more eharming pools ; 
the water clear as sapphire, aerated by the constant inrush 
of the foaming breakers, aads o warm that you could he in 
it without a ohill for honrs^^^Alas 1 that I ooold bat look al 
them and execrate th ejared ons Government which forbade 
me thehr nse. So severe a tax is laid on these bathmg 
establishments that the owners can only afford to keep 
them open during the three hottest mouths in theyear, 
when the demand is great ^t.'X 

In the evenings people from Havana would occaakmaBy 
oome down to dine ae we^ to Greenwieh, being attracted 
partly ]>y the air and partly by my host's reputation. 
There was a long vera n&h^ under which tables were laid 
ont» and there were few nights on which one or moie 
parties were not to be seen there. Thns I eneoontered 
several oarione specimensj^L^nban humanity, and on one 
of my runs up to Havana I met again the cigar broker wbo 
had so roughly challenged my judgment. He was an 
original and rather divertii^man i I should think a Jew. 
Whatever he was he fel l ap on me again and asked me 
soomfully whether I supposed that the eigars whieh I had 
bought of Senor Banees weri' auylliing out of the Wrt\ . I 
said that they suited my t aste and that was enough. * Ah/ 
he replied, 'Codfi loco eon m tma. Every fool had his 



biyiiizea by GoOgIc 



VISITORS AT VEDADO 



321 



opfadon.' «I am «h6 loco (idiot), ihen/ aaid I, «1mt tin* 

again is matter of opinion.' He spoke of Cuba and pro- 
fessed to know all about it. * Can you tell me, then,* said 
I, ' why the Cubans liate the Spaniards ? * * Why do the 
Lnih hate the £iigliflh he answered. I said it was not an 
analogous ease. Cubans and Spaniards were of the same 
hfeed and of the same creed. 'That is nothing,' he re- 
plied ; * the Americans will have them both before long.' 
I said I thought the Ameiicaos were too wise to meddle 
with either. If they did, howerer, I imagined that on onP 
own side of tiieAtlantio we should ha've something to say on 
the subject before Ireland wastaken from us. He laugheD 
good-huniouredly. * Is it possible, sir,' he said, * that you 
live in England and are so aEeolotely ignorant ? ' I laughed \ 
too. He was a strange erea&re, and wonld have made an ^ 
eomlknt dharaeter in a novel. 

Don G or his brother came down occasionally to 

see how 1 was getting on and to talk philosophy and his- 
tory. Other gentlemen came, and the favourite subject of 
eonmsation was Spanish administration. One of them 
told me this story as an iOnstration of it. His fsther was) 
the chief partner in a bank; a clerk absconded, taking 
50,000 dollars with him. ^E[e^had btcii liimscH" sent inT] 
pursuit of the man, overto ok h im with the money still in 
his possession^ and reoovmdjt^ With this he on^^t to^ 
ha?e been eontented, but he t ried to have tiie (^fonder 
ponished. The clerk repl ied io the criminal charge by a] 
countt'r-char<^i' a^'ainst the house. It was absurd in itself, 
but he found that a suit wo uld gr ow out of it wliich would 
swallow more than the 60,000J(41ar8» and finally he faribedl 
tiie judge to allow him to ^^the pvoseoution. Cosss <le^ 
EtpaHa ; it lies in the breed. Gnzman de Alfmohe was 
robbed of liis baggage by aTriend. The facts were clear, 
the thief was caught with Guzman's clothes on his back ; 
hut he had influential friends— he was aoquitted. He pro- 
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seouted Guzman for a false aeeosatioiiy got a judgmeiit and 
xnmedhini. 

The question was, whether if the Onhane oonld make 
themselves independent there would be much improvement. 
The want in Cuba just now, as in a good many other 
places, is the want of somej^ractical religion which insists 
on moral dnty. A learned English jndge was trying a caae 
one day, when there seemed some donht ahoat the religioos 
condition of one of the witnesaes. The clerk of the court 
retired with him to ascertain what it really was, and 
returned radiant almost jmm6diately» saying, 'All ri^^ 
my lord. Knows hell be damned-Hsompetent witness — 
knows hell he damned.^ Ihat is really the whole of the 
mailer, if a man is convinced that if he docs wronp lie 
will infallibly be puiii.shed_Jor it he has then ' a living 
faith.* This, unfortunately, is precisely the conviction 
which modem forms of religion prodace hardfy anywhere. 
The Cubans are Catholics, and bear mass and go to oonliBB- 
bat confession anrthe mass between them are 
I enough for the consciences of most of them, and those who 
think are under the induencc of the modern spirit, to 
which all things ars donb^^. Some find comfort in Mr. 
I Herbert Spencer. Some regard Christianxty as a mytti or 
I poem, which had passedln nnconsdbns good faith haio the 
mind of maukuid, and tTiert; might have remained undis- 
turbed as a beneficent superstition had not Protestantism 
q^ning up and insisted on flinging away eyeiything whidi 
was not literal and histori^ lewt. Histocical faet had 
really no mm to do with it than with the stories of 
{ Prometheus or the siege of^Troy. The end was that no 
Nbottom of fact could be found, and we were all set drilimg. 
Notably too I observed among serious people there, what 
I have observed in other places* the visible relief with which 
tfa^ begin to look ibirwarC^extbction after de^^ When 
the authority is shaken ou^^ch the belief in a future life 
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reRts, the question inevitably recurs. Men used to pretend \ 
that the idea uf aiiniliila tjon^ waH horrible to them ; now 
they zegvd the probability of it with oahnneBB, if not with 
aetnal Batbfftctum. One verj i nteresting Cuban gentlemaS^ 
said to me that life wonld be very tolerable if one was cer- 
tain that death would the end of it. The the<)lr)gical j 
alternatives were equally uuattnu tive ; Tartarus was an 
eternity of miseiy, and tETl^ lysian Fields an eternity of 
ennui. * 

There is affectation in thej alk of men, and one never* 
knows iVuiii wliiit they say exactly wlutt is in their mind. 
I have often thought thatjthe real character of a people \ 
efaowB itself nowhere with mor e nneonseions completeness 
than in their cemeterie s. Ph ilosophise as we may, few of 
us are deliberately insincere in the presence of death ; and 
in the arran«;ements whfcTT'we make for tlie ree( ption of/ 
those who have been dear to us, and in the lines which we 
inscribe npon their monfunents, we show what we are in*^ 
ourselves perhaps more than what they were whom we 
commemorate. The parish^nrchyard is an emblem and J 
epitome of En^ylish country life ; London relkcts itself in 
Bxompton and Kensal Green^ and Paris in Pere la ChaiseD 
One day as I was walkmgl fbnnd myself at the gate of thr 
great sabnrban cemetery ^f Havana. It was inolosed"/ 
within high walls ; the gateway was a vast arch of pink 
maible, beautiful and elal»orately e^irved. Within there) 
was a garden simply and ^gracefully kiid out with trees and 
shrubs and flowers in borders. The whole space inclosed 
may have been ten acres, of which half was assigned to 
those who were contented with a mere mound of earth to 
marli where they lay ; the rest was divided into family 
vaults covered with large white marble slabs, separate 
headstones marking individuals &>r whom a particular 
record was required* and each group bearing the name of 
the famfly the members of whieh were sleeping there* 
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The peculiarity of the place was the al < lu « of inscriptioDi. 
There a name and date, with £. P. 1). — ' en pai 
deBoaasa'^— or E. G. E. — *eii grada eeti**— and that 
seemed all that was needed. The mtaefl of the departed 

and the grief of the survivors were taken for pjranted in all 
but two instanoes* There may have beeu more, but I could 
find onfy fiioaa 

One was in Latin : 

AD GOiLITBS BVOOATA UZO&I SXIHI£ IGNATIUS. 

IfnMu to hi$ odntinMe Ufho mQmI «p io h tmmm. 

The other was in Spanish verse, and struck me as a 
graeefiil imitation of the old manner of Gervantea and 
Lope de "Vega. The design on the monument was of a 

p^rl li;mL'iii^' an immortollo upon a cross. Tlie tomb was 
oi a Gai'idad del Muute, aud the lines were : 

Bsndha Gftridad, las qoB piadoai 
8ii rnaiio visrte en U ftm^rea ln» 
Bon floTM reoogidM en el bimIo, 
Mm oon sa olor perftmiarfai el cielo. 

It is dangerous for anyone to whom a language is only 
moderately familiar to attempt an appreciation of elegiae 
poetry, the effBct of which, like the fragrance of a ^kiki, 

must rather be perceived than accounted for. He may 
imagine what is not there, for a single word ill placed or 
ill chosen mnv spoil the charm, and of this a foreigner can 
never entirely jodge. He may know what each word meani, 
hut he cannot know the associations of it. Here, however, 
is a translation in which the sense is preserved, thoo^ the 
aroma is gone. 

The floweni which thon, oh blesaed Charity, 
With pions hand hast twined in fhneral wztelta, 

AlthoTTf^h on earthly soil they feathered be, 
Will sweeten heaven with their perftimed breath. 

' He rests in peace. ' He is now m grace. 
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The iiowers, 1 suppose, were the actionB of Oaridad's 
own innocent liie» whioh ^e was offering on the cross of 
Ghzist ; but one never can be^gnre that one has caught the \ 
exact eentixnent of emotibnd verse in a foreign language. ' 

The beauty Ues m ;in undelinable sweetness which rises frorn^ 
the melody of the words, and in a translation disappears 
altogether. Who or what Car idad del Monte was, whether \ 
a yonnggirlwhom aomebody had loved^or an aiOegoric and ) 
emblematic figure, I had no one t o tell me^ 

1 must not omit one acquaintance which I was fortu- 
nate enough to make while staying at my seaside lodging. 
There appeared there one day, driven out of Havana like 
mjBelf by the noiee, an American eeoleeiaBtie with a friend 
who addressed him as * My lord.' By the ring and pmple, 
as well ;i> by the title, 1 perceived that he was a bishop. 
His frit'iid was \m chaplain, and from their voices I 
gathered that they were both by extraction Irish. The 
bishop had what is called a * clergyman's throat/ and had 
come from the States in search of a warmer climate. They ^ 
kept entirely to themselves, but from tlie laughtur and j 
good-humour they were evide ntly excellent company for/ 
one another, and wanted no other. I ratlier wished thiua) 
hoped that accident mightjntrpduce me to them. Even inQ 
Cuba the weather is mioertain. One day there came a 
hig^ wind from liie sea ; the jvaves roared superbly upon 
the rocks, dying over them in rp ^mg cataracts. 1 never 
saw foam so purely white or waves so transparent. As 
a spectacle it was beaud^Tand the shore became a 
mosenm of coraDine curiosities. Indoors the effect was 
less agreeable. Windows rattlTil and shutters broke from 
their fastenings and flew to ai id ^ o. The weathercock on 
the house-top creaked as he was whirled about, and the 
wandahs had to be dosed* and the noise was like a pro- 
longed thnnder peal. The second day the wind became a 
cyclone, and chilly ats if it came fium the pole. 2\uiie of 
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OB oonld stir OQt» The buhop Buffered even more than I 
did ; he walked up and down on the sheltered ride of the 

house wTappcd in a huge epiBcopalian cloak. I think lie 
saw that I was sorry for him, as I really was. He spoke 
to me ; he said he had fdt the oold less in Amenoa wfaea 
the thermometer marked 26* below sero. It was not miioh« 
hat the sflenee was broken. Common snifering made a 
kind of link hotwccn us. After thiH lie dropped an occa- 
sional gracious word as he passed, and one morning he 
eame and sat by me and began to talk on snbjeets of ex* 
treme interest. Chiefly he insisted on the rights of eoo- 
seienee and the tenderness for liberty of thought which had 
always l)een Bhown by the Church of Rome. He liad been 
led to speak of it by the edtrcatiou question which has now 
become a burning one in the American Union. The Church, 
he said» never had interfered, and never oonld or woohi 
ittterfsre, with any man's cooseientioQS semples. Its own 
scruples, therefore, ought to be reiqieeted. The American 
State sehoolB were irreligious, and Catholic parents \\> re 
unwilling to allow their children to attend them. They had 
established sohools of their own, and they sapported them 
by snbsoriptions among themselves. In these sehools the 
boys and girls learnt everything which they eonld kam in the 
State schools, and they learnt to be virtuous besides. Thijy 
were thus discharging to the full every duty which the State 
could claim of them, and the State had no right to tax them 
in addition fbr the maintenance of institntions of whieh 
they made no nse, and of the principles of whieh they die* 
approved. There were now ei<flit milhons of Cathohcs in 
the Union. In more than one state they had an actual 
majority ; and they intended to insist that as Iotilt ns their 
children came np to the present edncational standard, they 
should no longer be oompelled to pay a second edncaAion 
tax to the Government. The strnggle, he admitted, would 
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beaaevmoiie^biifctlieCathoUes had jiirtioe on tim Bidet 
and vonki flgbit on till they won* 

In demoeraolds the ma jority is to prevaO, and if the' 

control of education falls within the province of each sepa- 
rate state goyemment, it Is no t easy to see on what ground \ 
the Amffliflana iriU be able to resist, or bow there can be a ^ 
straggle at all where the CaiHoTTc Tote is really the largest. 
The presenee of the OatholioXSraroh in a democraoy id the / 
real anoiiiiily. The principle of the Church is authority^ 
resting on a divine commisbiou ; the principle of demo*- 
mjBS$ is the will of the p eoplei and the Ohnroh in the long^ 
nm will have as hard a b attlej o fi^t with the divine right 
of the majority of nnmbearsasriie had wi& the diyine ri|^t 
of the I lolit'iLstauffens and the i'lautagenets. She is adroit 
in adapting herself to circumstances, and, like her emblem \ 
the £sh, she changes h er coloor with that of the element y 
in whieh she swims. 1^ doub t she has a strong position in / 
this demand and will kno w how to nse it« | 

But I was surprinod io hear even a Catholic bishop, 
insist that his Church had aLvavs paid so much reapect to j 
the rights of oonsdenoe. I had been tan^t to believe 
that in the days of its tf oweT the Church had not been 
partieiilarly tender towarjT^ Fire 
and sword had been used ttccly enough as long as fire and 
sword were available. I hinted my astonishment. The 
bishop said the Chnreh had been slandered ; the Choroh 
had never in a single instanee pnnished any man merely 
for eonseientious error. Protestants had falsified history. 
Protestants read their histories, Catholics read theirs, and 
the Catholic version was the true one. The separate govern* 
ments of Europe had no doubt been craeL In Franoe» 
Bpaiiiy the Low Gountriesy even in England, heretics had 
been harshly dealt with, but it was the governments that 
had burnt and massacred all those people, not the Chuich. 
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The goyeniments were afraid of hereey because it led 
to revolntioiL. The Chnroh had never shed any Uood 
at aD; tiie Chnroh oonld not, for she was forbidden to 

do 80 by her own cauons. If she found a man obsti- 
nate in imbehef, she cut him off from the communion and 
handed him over to the^cular arm. If the seodlar aim 
tiimii^t fit to kill him ,^^ Church's hands were desr 
of it. 

80 Pilate washed his hands ; so the judge might say he 
never hanged a murderer ; the execution was the work of the 
hangman. The bishop jjpfie d me to urodoee an instanoe m 
wfaieh in Bomey when th ejem poral power was with tfas pop 
and tiie eivfl magistrates were ofanrehmen, there had ever 
been an execution for heresy. I mentioned Giordano Brimo, 
whom the bishop had forgotten; but we agreed not to 
qnaneli and I eoold not admire snffidently the hardihood 
and the ingenuity of his^^gument The English faishopi 
and abbots passed through parliament the Act de kmmAco 
comhwendo, but they were acting as poUticians, not as 
churchmen. The Bpanish^Jnquisition burnt freely and 
SDooessfnlly. The inq[iii^j^ were archbishops and bishops, 
bnt the Hdy OiBee wa^ fonction of the State. When 
Gregory Xm. struck his medal in commemoration of the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew he was then only the secular 
ruler of liome, and therefore faUible and subject to sin like 
jother mortals. J 

The Ghnrch has many parts to play; her stage waid- 
itibe is weU famished, ai^her actors so well instradsd 
in their parts that they heUeve themselves in all that they 
^rMy, The bishop was speaking no more than his exact 
^conviction. He told me that in the Middle Ages sseolar 
princes were bound by ^th^u - cotonation oalh to Moept 
the pope as the arbiter ofjdl quarrels between them. I 
asked where this oath \vas^r what were the terms of it ? 
The words, he said, were^unimportant. The fact was 
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certain, and do^vIl to the iatiU schism of the bix tcuntli 
century the pope had always been allowed to arbitrate, 
and quarrels had been prevented. I oonld bat listen | 
and nonder. He admitte d tha t he had read one set of 
bodoEi and I another, as if was dear thai he mwt have 
done. 

In the midst of oar diHerences we found we had many 
points of agreement. We agreed that the breaking down 
of Ohuroh aatliority at th e Refa matiOtt had been a Mai 
disaster ; that without a sense of resfxnisibility to a saper- 



natural power, liumaii bL Uigs w ould sink into ingenious^ 
apes, that human socie ty woul d become no more than a 
congregation of apes, an d that, with difGerences of opinion^ 
and heUe^ that sense wa^ ix -cQnung more and more ob- 
senred. 80 long as all seriou B men held the same eon- 
victions, and those convictions were embudied in the law, \ 
religion could speak with authority. The authority being ^ 
denied or shaken, the fa ct itse lf became anoertain. The~~^ 
notion that everybody had alr ight to think as he pleased 
was felt to be absurd in common things. >'The ignorant 

Bubmitted to be guided by^hose who were better instructed 
than themselves ; why s hould they be left to their private \ 
jndgnient on subjects w^£^ go wrong was the more ' 
dangerous? All this was plain sailing. The coroUaiy 



that if it is to retain its influence the Church must not teach \ 
doctrines whu ii uutiage TTie Common sense of mankuul ari / 
Lather led half Europe to 5elS ve that the Church was doing 
in the sixteenth century, we agreed that we would not dispute 
alKNit. But I was interested to see that the leopard had 
not changed its spots, that it merely readjusted its attitudes 
to suit the modern taste, and that if it ever recovered its 
power it would claw and scratch in the old way. liome, 
like Pilate, may protest its innocence of the blood whieh 
was spili in its name and inits mterests. Did thai tender 
and mevoifiil court ever suggest to those prelates who 
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paBBod fhe Aet in En^aiid te the bnming of lierefcioB that 
they irare tranfigresBing the saorod rights of oonacieaee f 

Did it reprove the Inquisition or send a mild remonstrance 
to Philip U.? The eyes of those who are wiiliog to be 
blinded nill see only what they desire to see* 
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CHAi*TEB XX* 

Bttani to Hftvuut — Tbe flpttoUurdi ia Ootar— ft wpecto— Amwtoia inflO" 
•DOe — Futon ol the West IndieB— English rumoors — Leave Gabs— 
The harbour at night— The Bahama Channel— Ha|ti— Port M Plinoe— 
Tb« black republic — ^Wwt Indiaa history. 

The air and qiuet of Vedado (so my retreat was called) soon 
set me up again, and I was able to fuse onoe more my hotel 
and its Ameneftns. I ^^not attempt to travel in Caba, 
nor was It neoeMary tojmy porpoee. I stayed a few days 
longer at liavaua- 1 went to 0|>era8 and churches; I sailed 
about the harbour in boats^^ the boatmen, all of them, not 
negroes^ as in tbe Antilles, bat emigrants from the old 
ooimtiy» ehiefly Galidans. I met people ol all sorts, 
among the rest a SpanisE^ffioer — a miy'or of engineen — 

who, if he lives, may come losomething. Major D took 

me over the fortifications, sliowed me the interior lines of the 
Moro^ and their latest specimens of modem artillery. The 
garrison are, of oonrse, S^iM^h regiments made of home- 
bred Castilians, as I oonld not fail to recognise when I 
heard any of them speak. _There are certain words of 
common use in Spain powerful as the magic formulas of 
enohanters over the souls of mm* You hear them every- 
where in the Peninsula; at^fee, at tables dlidte, and in 
private eonversatiim. They are a part of the national 
intellectual iujuipment. FTither from prudury or becauscH 
they are superior to old- world superstitions, the Cubans 
have washed these ezpres8i<ms oat of then: language; bat 
the "^ti^ypft^ eharafiteristics are preserved in the army, and 
the spell does not lose itseffi^acy because the islandera dia* 
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believe in it. I have known a dosed port office in Madrid* 
where the olerk was deaf to polite entreaty, blown open by 

an oath as by a bomb sheU. A squad of recruits in the 
Moro, who were lying in the shade under a tree, neglected 
to rise as an officer went by. *Saladad, C — oT he 
thnndered oat» and they boonded to their feet as if eleo- 
trified. 

On the wliole Havana ssas sumeLiiiiig to have seen. It 
IB the focus aud epitome of Spanish dominion in those mm, 
and I was forced to conolade^J^t it was well for Cuba that 
the English attempts to take possession of it had fisiled. 
Be the fiMilte of their a^miiBtration as heavy as they 
are alleged to be, the Spaiii^^ds have done more to Euro- 
peanise their islands than w e^have done with ours. They 
have made Cuba Spanish-Trinidad, Dominica, St. Luciat 
Grenada have never been JBnglish at all, and Jamaica and 
Barbadoes are ceasing to be EngMsh. Onba is a second 
hcm% to the Spaniards, a permanent addition to their soil. 
We are as birds ot passage, temporary residents for transient 
purposes, with no home in our islands at all. Once we 
thought them worth fighting for, and as bng as it was a 
qnestion of ships and cannonjfe made ourselves supreme 
mlers of the Oaribbean Sea j^et the French and Spaniards 
will probably outlive us there ; they will remain perhaps 
as sateUites of the United btates, or in some other con- 
federaey» or in recovered strength oi their own. We» in a 
generatvm or two, if the causes now in operation continne 
to work as they are now working, shall have disappeared 
from the scene. In Cuba there is a j^reat Spanish po];u- 
lation ; Martinique and ^uadalou|)e are pai ts of France, 
j' To us it seems a matter of indilference whether we keep 
our islands or abandon and we leave the lenmants 
of oar once predoos settlements to float or drown as th^ 
can. Australia and Canada take care of themselves ; we 
expect our West Indies to do the same, careless of the 
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difBarenee of ebomnslaikod. We no longer talk of entting 

our colonies adrift ; the tone of public opinion is chanf:je(l, 
and iio Milt: dares to advocate upenly the desertion of the 
least important of them. Bui the neglect and indifforence 
oontinne. We will not govern them effieetiTely onreeheB : 
oar policy, so &r ae we have any policy, is to extend among 
them the princi])le8 of self-government, and self-government 
can only precipitate our exTinction there as completely aa 
we know that it would do iu^India if we were rash enough 
to yentnxe the pliinge. Tl^ere is no enchantment in self- 
government whieh will make people love each other when 
they art' indifferent or estr ange d. It can only force them 
into sharper coll ion — 

The opinion in Cuba jr^s, and is, that America is 
the reeidoary legatee of all the islands, Spanish and 
En^^iah ecjually, and that she will be forced to take oharge 
of them in the end whether she likes it or not. Spain 
governs unjustly and corruptly; the Cubans will not rest \ 
till they are free from herTand if once independent they j 
will throw themselves on Amarioan pirotection. 

We will not govern oar isjands at all, hnt leave them to 
drift. .Iumai< a and the Antilles, j^ivcn ovt r to the negro 
inajoiitifc.s, can only bpoonic like Hayti and St. Domingo; 
and the nature of tilings wiU hardly permit so fair a part ] 
of the earth which has been' ^ce civilised and onder white ' 
control to fnll hack into barbarian^ 

To Entrland the loss of the'West Indies would not itself 
be seriou^i ; i>uL in tlic lift of nations discreditable failures 
are not measured by their immediate material consequences. 
To allow a group of edomeB to slide oat of oar hands 
beeanse we ooold not or would not provide them with a \ 
tolerable government woultTbe nothing less than a pubhc i 
disgrace. It \Nould hv anintimation to all the world tliat 
we were unable to mainta in a ny longer the position which 
onr fathers had made for us ; and when the unravelling 
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of the knitted fabric of the Empire has once began the pro- 
oesB will be a rapid one. 

'But what would you do?* I am asked impatiently. 
' We send out peen or gentlemen against whose oharacter 
no direet objection can be raised ; we assiBt them with looal 
councils partly chosen by the people themselves. We s^nd 
out bishops, we send out missionarieB, we open schools. 
What can we do moreP We cannot alter the climate, we 
cannot make planters prosper when angar will not pay, we 
I cannot convert black men in^ whites, we cannot tooe the 
blacks to work for the whites when they do not wish to 
work tor them. "Goveminjij," as you call it, will not elian^i 
the natural conditions of1lTnif:;s. You can suggest no 
remedy, and mere fanlt-findnuTis foolish and mischievoiu*' 
I might answer a good oSimy things. Government can* 
not do everything, but it cSiT do something, and there is 
a difference between j^overnors against whom there is no- 
thing to object, and men orspecial and marked capacity. 
There is a difference bet ween flovemors whose hands an 
/tied by local conncils and whose feet are tied bj instme- 
yions from home, and a governor with a free hand and a 
wise head left to take his m\n measures on the spot. I 
presume that no one can ^seriously expect that an orderly 
I organised nation can be made out of the blacks, when, in 
j^pite of yoor schools ancTmissionaries, seventy per cent 
(^of the children now born^mong them are illegitimate. 
You can do for the West Indies, I repeat over and over 
again, what you do for^the East ; you can establish a tirm 
anthoritative government which will protect the blacks in 
their dvil rights and protecjt the whites in thetrs. Yon can* 
not alter the climate, it is true, or make the soil more fertile. 
Already it is fertile as any inj;he earth, and the climate is 
admirable for the purposes for which it is needed* Bat 
yon can restore confidence^the stability of your tennrs^ 
you can give ooniage to t'^ewhitea who an on the spot to 
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remain there, and you can temp t capital and entiiiprise Up 
venture there which now seek investments elsewhere. By 
IraepiDg the role in your own hands you will restore the 
• white population to theur l^^iunate infloenoe; the blaekB 
wiU again look up to them ^dST respect them as they onght 
to do. This you can do, aiuTit will cost you nothing save 
a httle more pains in the _^bel ectiou of the persons whom 
yon ate to trust with powers analogous to those which yon 
grant to yonr provinoial governors in the Indian peninsula. 

A preliminary condition of this, as of aD other real im- ^ 
provements, is one, however, which will hardly be fulfilled. 
Before a beginning can be made, a conviction is wanted thal~^ 
life has other objects be sides. interest and convenience; and 
Teiy few of ns indeed have at the bottom of our hearts \ - 
any sneh convietion at aOT^We can talk abont it in fine 
language — no age ever talked more or better — but we don't 
believe in it; we believe only in professing to believe» 1 
which soothes our vanity' and does not interfere with our 
actions. From fine words no^arvests grow. The negroes arel 
well disposed to follow and obey any white who will be kind 
and just to tlieni, and in sui-h following and obedience their \ 
only hope of improvemen t lieji . The problem is to create 
a state of things under which Englishmen of vigour and 
character will make their homes among them. Annexation 
to the United States would lead probably to their exter^ 
mination at no vtry cHstant time. The Antilles are small, 
and tiie late of the negroes liiere might be no better than 
the fete of the Garibs. The Americans are not a peoj^ 
who can be trifled with ;^o one knows it better than the 
negroes. They fear them. They prefer infinitely the milcT] 
rule of England, and under such a government as we 
might provide if we care d to .t ry, the whole of our isiaads 
might beoome like the Moravian settlement in Jamaica> and 
the Uaek nature, which has ra ther degenerated than im* 
proved hi these late days oTlfeeiice, might be put again in 
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the way of regeneration. The process \s oul l be slow — your 
seedlings in a plantation Imng stationary year after jrear^ 
but they do move at last. We cannot disown our respoo- 
nbOity to these poor adopted bxothets of ours. We MOod 
miflsionariee into Afriea iooonvert them to a better Icinn 
. of relip^ion ; why shoulcithe attempt seem chimerical to 
convert them practically to a higher purpose in our own 
colonies? \ 

^''^^hexeader will be weary of n semum {hepomta of wUeh 
have been reiterated bo often. I might say tint hereqniFes 

to have the lesson impressed upon him — that it is for his 
good that I insist npon it, and not for my own. But this 
is the common language of all preachers, and it is not found 
to make the hearers more "atten tive. I will not promiBe to 
say no more npon the ea bjeet, for it was forced upon me 
f at every moment and point of my journey. I am arriviifgN 
near the end, however, and if he has followed so far, he will I 
perhaps go on with me to the conclusion. I had three weeka^ 
to give to Havana ; they were fast running ont, and it was 
/time for me to be going. Strange storiest too, oame from 
f Eni^d, whieh made me uneasy tiD I Icnew how they were 
set in circnhition. One <lav Mr. Gladstone was said to liu\e 
gone mad, and the Queen the next. The Russians were about 
to annex Afghanistan. Our troops had been cut to pieoee 
in B ormah. Something was going wrong with ns every 
day in one eomer of the w gCTo r another. I finmd at last 
that tlie t('lef;rai)]iic intrlh' aence was suppUed to the Cuban 
newspapers from New York, that the telejxrapli clerks tlua-e 
were generally Irish, and their facts were the creation of 
their wishes. I was to 'return to Jamaica in the aaine 
vessel whiofa had bgoogh frnTfro m it. She had been down 
to the isthmus, and was to caQ at Ebvana on her way 
The captain's most EnglisHTace was a welcome sight to me 
when he appeared one eveni ng at dinner. He had come to 
tell me that he was to sail early on the loUowing mornittg^ 
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and I arranged to go on board with him the iame nij^i ^ 

The Captain- General had not iurgotten to instruct tlie 
Gobierno Civil to grant me ^^^xtai reytw, I do not know 
that I gained much by his intercession, for without kfT] 
flhoold hard^ have been det^ ed indefinitelgry and aeitwas 
I had to pay more dollars than I Hked to part with. T!ESI 
necehbiirv documents, however, had been bent thnMi^^h the 
British consul, and I was free to leave when I pleased. l"*^ 
paid my bill at the hotel, wnicFwas not after all an extra- 
vsgant onoi cleared mypoc Setj ook of the remainder of tiSe] 
BoQed and tattered paper whict is ealled money, and does 
duty fur it <l(>svii Lo alialipenny. ;iiid with my diatni^Liiiliedl 

kknd i>on G , the real acquis ition which I had made in . 

eoming to bis country, an d whojw ould not leave me till I J 
was in the boat, I ^rnw |y whff, \ 

It v?as a stiU, lovely, starli^t ni^t. The moon haD 

risen over the hills, and w as shining brightly un Llic louib 
and towers oi the city, and on the masts and spars of the 
ve^s which were riding in lhe h arboor. There was not^ 
a rip^ on the water, and stars and eify, towers and ships, 
stood inverted on the smr&ce pointing downward as into a 
second iulinity. The charm was unfortunately interfered 1 
with by odours worse than Coleridge iomid at Cologne and 
cursed in rhyme. The drain s of Hav ana, like orange blosson^TI 
give off their moat fragrant vapours in the dark hoors. I 
eonld well believe Don £s saying, that bat Ibr the 
natural In althiness of the place, tliey would nil die of_it 
like poisoned flies. We ha d to eut our ailieus ahort, for the^ 
mouth of some horrid sewer was close to us. In the boat 
. Idid not eseape; the water^smelt horribly as it was stine^") 
' by the oars, charged as iTwas with three eentoriee of pd- 
lution, and the phosphorescent light shone with a sickl^^ 
sulphur-like brillhince. One could have fancied that one 
was in Charon's boat and wiis crossing Acheron. When X 
xeacbed the steamer I watched from tba deck the same ghost* 
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like pheoomeiion vhieh is dcfleribad by Tom QnB0B* k. 
hXbxm deep, in the 8^*8 shadow, sooie shark or otiber 

'I monster Bailed slowly by in an envelope of spectral lustre. 
When be stopped his ^gor e disappeared, when he moved 
on again it was Uke the moTement of a streak of blue flame* ^ 
Such a ereatwe did not si (in as if it could belong (o our J 
fjEuniliar snnlii oceaa. J 

The state of the harbour is not creditable to the Spanish 
Government, and I suppose will not be improved till there is 
some change of dynasty. AH th at can be said for it is that it 
is not the WQEBt in these sea s. _Q or ship had jnst some ftcm 
the Canal, and had brought the latest news from thenesu 
Fever and pestilence, deaths by revolver and deaths by 
stiletto, robbery and waste, piles of eostly machiuery, sole 
representative of the squandered milhons of francs, rusting 
^^Asrllb» swanqM. Diink shops and gft»"M'ng hells, women 
I plying their vile protadon^are, solving the qoestion of 
( the Schoolmen whether the devils were of both sexes or 
only one. Money still flowing in rivers, and the huinau 
vultures flocking to the spoi L Kg law, no poUce. Murder, 
and no inqniiy into it; bodies lying about nnbnzied, and 
wild dogs and Johnny c rows holding carnival over them. 
Beantifnl last creation <tf the progress and entecpriae of 
the nineteenth century. 

At dawn we swept ou t und er the Moro, and away ouce 
more into the free fresh open sea. We had come down on 
the soath side of the i8lan'(C^ve retomed by the north np 
. the old Bahama Ghannel'wGere Drake died on his way 
home from his last unsucct^ssful exju dition — Lope de Vega 
singing a psean over the end of the great * dragon.' Fi t.>h 
passengers bronght fresh talk. There was a clever young 
Jamalean onboard retornmg from a holiday; he had tbs 
spfritB of youth abont C^and would have pleated my 
Americmi who never knew good come of despondency. He 
had hopes for his eount ^. j^u t the^ rested, like those of 
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every sensible man that I met, on an inability to believe that 
there would he further ndyanceR in the direction of political 
liberty. A revised constitution, he said, could issue only/ 
in fresh Gordon riote andJV^ calamitieB. He had been 
travelling in the 8ontfa«m States . He had seen the state oF] 
Mississippi deserted by the whites, and finHing back into a 
black wilderness. He had seen South Carolina, which halT) 
narrowly escaped ruin under a black and carpet-bagger 
legislalaie, and had reoovered itself under the steady de- 
tamination of the AmericfiaBfliat the civil mr vras not to\ 
mean the domination of negro over white. The danger was*^ 
greater in the Enj^dish islandHThan in either of these states) 
from the enormous disprop ortion of numbers. The experi- 
ment eodld be yentured only under a hi|^ census anO^ 
jfestrieted franchise, hut the experience of all countries * 
showed that these limited ffanchises irm inyidions and could r 
not be maintained. The end wits involved in the hejTinningTX 
and he trusted that pr udent counsels would prevail. We^ 
had gone too lar alre ady. J ^ 

On board also there wasaJraTeller from a Manchester 7 
bouse of bnsfaiess, who gave me a mere flourishing acconnt 
than T expected of the stHe^of our trade, not so much with j 
the English islands as with tlie bpaniards in Cuba and on the 
mainland. His own houseTheTaid, had a large business wi&~] 
Havana ; twenty firms i niE Inorth of En^and were com- 
peting there, and all wet^TiEnng weO. The Spanish AmenH 
cans on the west side of the continent were good customers, 
with the exception of the '^iexicans, who were energetic and 
industrious, and manufactui r I for their own eonsumptionix^ 
These modem Astecs were^skflfnl workmen, nimUe-flngered ) 
and inventive. Wages^re low, but they were contented 
with them. Mexico, I w as s urprised to hear from him, was 
/rising fast into prosperity^ Whether human life was any ^ 
\ipkfer then than it was a few years ago, he did not tell me. 

talk SSS^eas and occasional whist after 
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nightfall when reading became difficult, we ran nlong 
smooth sea8» land BometimeB in sight, with shoals on 
either side of us. 

We irare to have one more i^lmpae at Hayti ; we were 
to touch at Port an Prmo§, the seat of gorerameni of 
the saooesBora of Toussaint. If beauty of situation eoaRrj 
mould human characterise] inhabitants of Port au Prince 
W might claim to be the %st of mankind. St. Domingo 
or EspaAola^ of whieh ^jti is the largest divisioiiy wss\ 
tiie earliest island discovt i v^l Colnmbns and the finest J 
in the Caribbean Ocean. It^emained Spanish, as I ha've 
already said, for 200 years, when Hayti was taken by the 
French bucc^eers, and niade over by them to Louis XIV. 
The French kept it tiU j^jtovolntion. They built towns ; 
thej laid oat &rms and^gar fields ; they |toted eolfee 
all over the island, wherejj^ now grows wild. Vast herds 
of cattle roamed over th e mo untain ; fplendi l linuses rose 
over the rich savannah. The French Church put out 
its strength; there werejjhurehes and prieste in every 
perish; there were monasteries and nunneries for tiie 

r religious orders. So firm was^ the hold that they had 
gained that I LayLi, like Cuba, seemed to have been made a 
part of the old world, and as civili^^rd as Francr itself. 
Bat French civilisation beoame itself eleetrie. The Be- 
Tolution eame» and tfie* reign of Liberty. The blaeks 
took arms ; they surprise^the plantations : they made a 
^ cloan aweep of the whole French population. Yellow fever 
swept away the armies jv^ich were sent to avenge the 
massaere* and France being engaged in annexing Europe 
had no lekmre to despatch more. The island b^ng thus 
derelict, Spain and England both tried their hand to 
I recover it. but failed fr ^m t he same cause, and a hlack 
nation, with a republic^jjypstitution and a population 
periiiq^ of abont a million and a half of pure-blood 
nsgroes, has sinoe been in nnehallenged possession, and 
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liM arrived at the eoiidiU0ii ^vlikli has been deeoribeTI 

to u:^ by Sir Spencer 81. John. liepublics which begin 
With murder and plunder do not come to much good iiT] 
thti world. Hayti has paeaed throngfa many rev^tums^ 
and 18 no nearer than at first to gfaihii^iYi Ths Iffflllf"^^ 
pMMtont, M. Salomon, whojraa long a refiigee in Jamaica^ 
came into power a lew years bac k by it turn of the wheel. 
He waa deathbed to me m a pe remptory gentleman whol 
made qniek work with hto pom ieai opponents. Hie term 
of office having nearly e]^ire<l^ he had re-eleoted himself ^ 
flhortly before for another seven years and was prepared to 
maintain his right by any mtas urea which he might think 
expedient, lie had a I'ew ^egim entB of soldiers, who, Xl 
was told» were devoted to hum , and a fleet oonsisting of two \ 
gunboats eommanded by an Am erican officer to whom he> 
chiefly owed his secnrity^^J 

We had stcanu'd ai ong_ the Hayti coast all ojn- after-' 
noon, underneath a high range of hilla which used to be 
the tannting ground of cnnmpeuieetB. Welnd pMaedl 
their iamoas Tortogas^ without seeing thmn. Tgsicds 
evening we entered theH^g efaannel between (Gonam) 
i-lund and the maialaiid, going blowly that we might noT^ 
arnve at Port au Prince U^io rt daylight. It was six in the 
moniing when the anchor rattled down, and I went on 
deck to look about me. We were at the head of a fiord 
rather broader than those in Norway, but very like them — 
wuuunl iuuuntaiiis ri&ing on either side of us, an opcrT) 
I valley in front, and on tTuTrich level soil washed down 
by the rains and deposilfid along the shore, the old 
French and now Fresid^ Salomon's capital. Palms 
and (Mranges and other trees were growing everywhere 
among the houses, givmg the impretiision of graceful 
civilisation. Directly beforejus were three or four woode3^ 
isleto which form a natural breakwater, and above them 

• tMriMUIaaai; the bewaiwirif hwd 
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were seen the masts of the yeaaelfl whish were lying in flie 

harbour behind. Close toj^here we were brought uji la}- 
the 'Canada,' an English frigate, and about a quarter of a 
mile from hsx an Americaa frigate of about the same size^ 
with the stara and BtripeTooDspioiioiuly flying. We ba^e 
had some differenoes of Jate with the Hayti a»thori*ieg> 
and the satiabetion which we asked for having been 
refused or delayed, a ma n-of- war had been sent to ask 
redress in more peremptoryterms. The town lay under 
her gons ; the president's ships, whieh she mi^t per> 
haps have aeiied as a seciSfyy had heen taken out of 
sight into ahaUow water, y^te she oonld not follow ^hsm* 
The Americans have no particular rights in Hayti, and are 
as little Uked as we are, but. they are feared, and they do 
not allow any business of a serious kind to go on in those 
waters without knowing what it is about. Perhi^ the 
])resident's admiral of the sta tion being an Ameriean may 
have had something to do with their presence. Any^vay, 
there the two ships were lyin^. when T came up froui below, 
their hulks and spars outlined picturesquely against the 
steep wooded shores. Thejur was hot and steamy ; fish« 
ing vessels with white sails^were drifting sbwly about 
the glassy water. Except for the heat and a black officer 
ol the customs in uniform ,_aiid hi^ boat and black crew 
alongside, I could have belimd myself off Molde or some 
similar Norwegian town, so like everything seemed^ even to 



We were to stay some hours. Alter braaldhst ws 

landed. I had seen Jacmel, and therefore thought myself 
prepared for the worst which I should find. Jacmel was 
an outlying iQfmptom ; Fort au frinoe was the eentml 
oloer. Long before* we came to shore there oame off wfaiffii, 
not of drains as at Havana, but of active dirt fementnigin 
the sunlight. Calling our handkerchiefs to our help and 
looking to our feet carelui\><we stepped up upon the quay 
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and walked forward as judiciouBly as we could. With the? 
help of stones wp cro88ed a slmllow ditcii, ^vhore rotten fish, 
Tegetables, and other artiel ei^ w ere lying about promiflcu- ' 
ooalyy and we eame on wh atlM duty lor a gra nd parade^ 
We weie in a Pftrig d ^ej^utier, ivifh boulevardfllrndP 
places f fiacres and crimson^^parasols. The boulevards were 
littered with the refuse of the houses and were foul as pig- 
Biieciy and the ladies under the parasols were picking their 
way atong them in Parinanbools and Bilk dranea. I saw 
fkfiacf$ Imken down in a Mack pool out of which a hhwker 
ladyship was scrambling. _JVi'er bre^s so prodigaUy in ' 
tliat pestilential squalor that 40,000 people were estimated 
to have died of it in a single^ear. There were shops and 
BteoB and Btroefts, men and women in iawdiy Eoropean 
eoetmne, and offioen on horaebaek with a iatter of kusa 
and gUding. We passed u£ the principal avenue, which! 
opened on the miiiket place. Above the market was the 
cathedral, more hideous than even the Mormon temple at \ 
Bali Lake. It waa full clHladieB ; the rank^ heanty, and ^ 
fiwhion of Port an Prince were at their morning maaa, 
for they are CathoUcs with African beliefs underneath. 
They have a French clergy, anjirchbishop and bishop, paid 
miserably but still subsisting ; subsistuig not as objects of 
reverence at all, ae they are afSominioa, bat as the hnmbla 
aervanta and ministera of Uack society. We En^iah are 
in bad favour just now ; no ^^ider, with the guns of the j 
'Canada* pointed at the^^y ; but the chief erinplaint 
is on account of bir bpenoer Bt. John's book, winch theyl 
cry oat against with a dege^ of anger which is the aoreat 
evidence of its troth. It wsflld be nnlair even to hint at 
the names or stations of var^pus persons who gave me infor- 
mation about the cuiiiiition of the pla<;e and people. Enough 
that those who knew well j^at they were speaking about 
aaaored me that Hayti waa the moat ridicaloas oarieatm 
of fliriliaatian in the whole^world. Doahtleaa the whitea 
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tiim are not diainteMtod wiineBsee; for thej an timtai 

as they onee treated the blaeks. They eeai own no freehold 
property, and exist only on tolerance. They are called 
'white trash.' Black dakes and marquises drhre over 
ih«m in the street and swear at tbem» and th^ consider it 
an inwion of the natnral^order of tbingB. if thk was flie 
worst, or even if the dirt jnd the disease was the worst, it 

I might be borne with, for the wliites might go away if they 
pleased, and they pay tfiejenaity themaelveB for chooning 
to be there. But this knot the wont. ImnioralUgr is 
so mdversal that it ahiiost oeaaes to be a ftkolt^ te a &att 
impliee an ezeeption, a nd jn Hayti it is the role. Young 
people raake experiment _ofj>ne another before they will 
enter into any doRer connection. So far they are no worse 
than in our own Engi fihj atondg, where the enstom is 
squally general; bni behind the immotality* behind the 

^religiosity, there lies active and alive the horrible reviyal 
of the WeBt African supe rstitions ; the serpent worship, 

^and the ihild sacrifice, jmd the cannibalism. There is 
no room to donbt it* A missionaiy assnred me that an 
instanoe of it oc€iaired'''only a year ago within his own 
personal knowledge. The foots are notorious ; a fall 
accoujit was published in one of the local newspapers, 
and the only result was J h&t the president imiurisooed 
tiie editor for e]90sing jig oonntrj. A lew years age 
persons guilty of these infamies were tried snd pimishsd; 
now they are left alone, because to prosecute and con« 
vict tliem would be to acknowledge the truth of the 
indictment. 

In this, as in all other oommnnitiss, thsre is a better 
side as well as a worse. The better part is ashamed of flis 

eondition into whieh the eoontry has fsllen ; rational and 

well-dibpubed Haytians would welcome hack the French but 
for an impression, whether well founded or ill I know no^ 
that the Amerinans woold ^ snfier any European naftioa 
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io nftaqunre or recxyvmr any new tsrritory on their side of 

the Atlantic. They make the most they can of th< ir French 
connection. They send their children to Paris to be edu- 
eatody and many of them go thither themselTee. There ia 
monej among them, thon^ industry there ia none. The 
Hayti coffee whidi bears so high a reputation is simply 
gathered under the bushes wliich the French planters 
left behind them, and is half as excellent as it ought to be 
beeanse it is so earelessly oieaned, yet so rieh is the island 
in these and its natural prodnetions that they eannoi 
entirftiy rain it. They have a fetyenne from tiieir enstoms 
of 5,000,000 dollars to bo the prey of political schemers. 
They have a constitution^ of course, with a legislature i 
— two honses of a legisli^bure— universal sufiage, &c.» but ) 
it does not save th«n from revofaitions, whioh reooned 
eievy tuo or three years tSDriihe time of the present |nre- 
sideut. He being of stronger metal than the rest, takes^ 
care that the votes are given as he pleases, shoots down 
xeensants, and knows how to make himself feared. He is a 
giant, they say — I did not see him — ^six feet some inehes in \ 
height and broad in propo rtfro i. When in Jamaica he wae^ 
a t rieiid of Gordon, and the intimacy between them is worth 
noting, iis throwing hght on Gordon's poUtical aspirations^ 
I stayed no longer thaiTthe ship's business detained the 
eaiptain, and I hreathed^ore^freely when I had lefl that ^ 
miserable cross^burth of ferocity and philantbropie sentiment. 
No one can foretell the future fate of the black repubhc, 
but the present order of things cannot last in an island so 
elose under the American shores* If the Amerieans forbid 
any o&er power to interfere, they wiU lum to intertoe 
thamsdres. If they fincT Mormonism an intolerable blot 
upon their escuteheon, they Avill have to put a stop in some 
way or other to cannibalism and devil- worship. Meanwhile, 
the ninety years of nesro j5f> B0vemmcnt have had their 
use in showing what it re^l^jneans, and if Enj^ish states- 
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men, ehher to save tli6iik06h«e iroiibto or to pleaee tiw 

prevailing iminstructed sentiment, insist on extending it, 
they will be found when the acconnts are made up to have 
been no better friends to the unlucky negro tiian their 
slaye-trading forefathers. 

From the head of the 1 ly on whieh Port an Prinoe 
stands there reaches out on the west the long arm orpenin- 
bula which is bo peculiar a fea ture in the geography of the 
island. The arm bone is a continnous ridge of mountains 
rifliiig to a height of 8»000^feet and stretohing to 100 
^'''mlles. At the faaok towanl^^the ocean is JaomeU on the 
other side is the bight of Leogane, over which and along 
the land our course lay alter leaving President Ralomou's 
city. The day was unusually hot^ and we sat under an 
awning on deck watdhin g the .ehanges in the landscape aa 
ra^es opened and cloeedjigain, and tall peaks changed 
their shapes and angles. Clouds came down upon the moun* 
tain tops and passed oil again, w hole galleries of pictures 
swept by, and nature never made more lovely ones. The 
peonliari^ of tropical mountain scenery is that the hig)i 
snmmits are clothed wiffi ^ees. The oatlines ace thus 
softened and rounded, savTVhere the rock is broken into 
precipices. Along the sea and for several miles inland are 
the Basses Terres as they used to be called, level alluiriai 
plains, eat and watered afmtervals by riverSt once eovwed 
with thiimig plantations tfSSTnow a jungle. There are no 

(wild beasts there save an occasional man, few snakes, and 
those not dangerous. The acres of richest soil which are 
waiting there till reasonable beings can return and cultiTate 
them, must be hundreds of thonsaads. In the ^valleys and 
on the slopes there are alTgradations of dimats, ahandafll 
water, grass lands that rnigTTt be black with oatUe, or ca 
the loftier ranges vvliiic wah hheep. J 

It is strange to think how chequered a history these 
islands have had, how far they axe even yet tan say 
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oondilion whioh ptomiooo pennueiiee. Nol 000 of thornl 
has armed at any stable in^qxendenoe. Spaniards, 

English and French, Dutch and Danes Hcrambled for\ 
them, fought for them, occupied them more or less with^ 
their own people, bat it WMflot to found new nations, but 
to get gold or got aomethin g wh iefa eooid be ohanged for 
gold. Only oeoasionaDy, ancl as it were by accident, they / 
became the theatre of any grander game. The war of the 
Be formation was carrie d thith er, and heroic deeds werej 
done there, bat it was by adventoien who were in aeaioh 
of plondar fo themsehee. Iranoe and England fm^pht 
among the Antilles, and their names are connected with \ 
many a gallant action ; but they fought for the sovereignty ' 
oi the seas, not for the rights and hberties of the French 
orEogUBbinhabitaiitoofKlands. Inrtead of oeoapyiii) 
them with free inhabitants, the' Enropean nations filled 
them with slave gangs, l^hey were valued only for the 
wealth which they yielded, and society there has never A 
aBBumed any particularly noble aspect. There has been 
splendoor and laxorioas living, and there have been 
ertmes and horrors, an d revo lts and massaeres* There 
has been romance, but it has been the romance of^ 
pirates and outlaws. The natural graces of human life do 
not show themselves under such conditions. Tliere has % 
been no saint in the West InHTes sinee Las Gasas, no hero^ 
nnless phUonegro enthosSuim'ean make one oat of Toos- 
saint. There are no people there in the true sense of thej 
word, with a chai*acter andT^iii'pose of their own, unk;ft« to 
some extent in Cuba, and tfierefore when the wind has\ 
ohanged and the wealtl Tfor whieh the islands were alone ^ 
Talned is no longer to be made among them, and slaveiy is 
no longer ])ossible and woiild_jiot pay if it were, there is 
nothing to fall back upon. The palaces of the Englislf? 
planters and merchants to decay ; their wines and 
their tenitove, Uiehr booksa^d their pktores^ are sold or 
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diflpened. Their esisteaoe is a strng^ to keep afloat^ and 
one bj one they go under m the waves. 

The blacks as long as they were slaves were docile amd 
partially civUised. They have behaved on the whole well 
in our islands smce the iF'em aneipaiion . for though th^ 
were personsily free the whites were stiU their mlersy and 
they looked np to them with respect. J They have aequired 
land and notions of property, some of thtm can read, 
many oi them are toleialjTe^orkmen and some excellent, 
but in character the movtiment is backwards, not forwards. 
£ven in Hayti, after the first oatbnrst of feroeity, a 
tolerable ^ymmm%lmJ^^s^^A%%^ or two. 

Orderly habits are not immediately lost, hnt the efieet of 
leaving the negro nature to itself is apparent at last. In 
the English islands they ar^ innocently happy in the un« 
eonseioittnees of the obUjgy^ of moralify. They eat» 
drink, sleep^ and smoke, a nd do the least in the way of wock 
that they oan. They ha ve no_ ideas of duty, and tfaeieibro 
are not made uneasy by neglecting; it. One ur other of 
them oooasionaUy rises i^t^h j" legal or other profession, but 
there is no sign, not t he slig htest, that the generality of the 
raee are improving eithorju inteUigenoe or moral habits; 
all the eyidenoe is th e other way. \ No Unoile Tom, no Annt 
Chloc need be looked for m a negro's cabin in the West 
indies. If such specimens of black humanity are to be 
found anywhere, it will be where they have oontinaed under 
the old inflnenoes as s ervants in white men's houses. Tbit 
generality are mere good-natured animals, who in serviee 
had learnt certain accomplishments, and had deTeloped 
certain (jualities of a higher kuitl. Left to themselves they 
fall back upon the auper stitio as and habits of th eir ancestors. 
The key to the oharaeter of any people is to he fonnd in the 
local eostoms which haTe spontaneously grown or ace grow* 
uig among th^. The customs of Dahomey hate not yet 
shown themselves in the English West Indies and never can 
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wlulethe EngliBhatiiharttyui nittntaiiUMl, Imt no custom of^ 

any kind will be found m a negr^Tiut or village from which \ 
his most sanguine friend can derire a hope that he is on the 
way to mending himsef^^ 

Boees do not grow on thorns, nor figs on thtstles. A 
healthy hmnan eiTOisatian was not perhaps to be looked lor 
in conntriis which have been aTTernately the prey of avarice, 
ambition, and sentimentahsm. We visit foreign countries / 
to see varieties of life and character, to learn languages 
that we may gain an inm^^into wioos literatures, to 
see manners nnlike our ownjjpringing naturally out 
different soils and climates, to sec beautiful works of ari, to 
see places associated with grea t men and great actions, and 
subsidiary to these, to seejakes and mountains, and strange 
sloes and seas. But the lgg||ities of great emits and tfie} 
es of tite aetors in them are only saddening when flie 
npiritual results arc (Hs appo intinp;, and scenery loses its \ 
chai'm unless the grace of Immanity is in the heart of it. To * 
the man of science the West Indies may be deUghtfol and 
instmotive. Books and and flowers remain as fliey 
always were, and Natu re^ is eonstant to herself ; but the 

traveller whose heart is with his kind, and cares only to 
see his brother mortals makjng their corner of this planet 
into an orderly and ratio nal hg me, had better choose some 
other objeet for his pilgrimage. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Beturn to JamfticA — CSherry Garden aRain BlacTc <ii'rvant.s Social eondi* 
tions— Sir Henry Norm&n — King's House once more -N^o sufirage— 
The will of the people — The Irish python— Conditions of colonial ankm 
>~Ontoiy woA fltatoiiiii>ni1<i|i 

I Bu> to retom to Jamaiea fcom Oaba to meet tbe mail to 

England. My second stay conld be but brief. Far the 
short time that wae allowed jne I went back to my hos- 
pitable friends at Cherry Garden, which is an oasis in the 
irild«niM8. In the tae«lBoni!ei»i% there imseoltin. 
tion and simpHctty and eene e. T liere me a home life irith 
its quiet occupations and enjoyments — serious when serious- 
ness was needed, light and bri^^ht in the ordinary routine 
of existence. The black (louieBtics, far unlike the children 
of liberfy whom I had left at Port an Priaee, had oanglbl 
iheir tone fkom their master and mistreae, and wne knr* 
voiced, humorous, and pleasant to talk with. So perfect 
were they in their several capacities, that, like tlie girls at 
Government House at liomioioa, I would have liked to 
paok them in my portmanteau and eany them home. The 
blaek bntter reoeived me on my arrival as an old Mend. 
He brought me a pair of boots which I had left behind nie 
on my lirst visit ; he told me * the female ' had found tlu m. 
The lady of the house tdolT me out for a drive with her. 
nie eoaehman upset us in to a diti^, and lie narrowly eeeaped 
being pitched into a HSvine. The dnaky ereaiore inasted 
pathetically that it was nofhisfault, nor the horse's fault. 
His eboiiy wilV had left him iur a week's visit to a frit lul, 
and his wits had gone after her. Of course he was £or- 
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given. Cherry Garden was a genuine homestead, a very 
menagene of domestic animale of all aorta and breeds 
Horses loitered under the shade of the mangoes; oows, 

asseB, dogb, turkeys, cocks and hens, geese, guinea fowl and 
pea fowl lounged and strutted jtljuiit the paddocks. In the 
grey of the morning the y hel d their concerts ; the aases 
brayed, the dogs barked, the t urkeys gobbled, and the pea* 
ftml screamed. It m» e noog fa to waken the sev^ sleepers, 
but the noises seemed so nome-like and natural that Lin y 
mixed pleauantly in one^ s^ dr eams. One morning, alter 
they had been holding a sgdcial jubilee, the butler apolo* 
gjsed lor them when he canvjo eall me, and knc^ied as at 
the best of jokes when I Baidjhty did not mean any harm. 
The great feature of the dajj^as five cats, with blue eyes 
and spotlessly white, who walked in regularly at breakfabt, 
ranged themselves on their tails l oinid their mistress's 
chair, and ate their porriclj^and milk like reasonable crea- 
imres. Within and with out all was orderly. The gardens^ 
were in perfect condition ; fields were being inclosed and 
planted ; the wuik of the place went on of itself, with the 
eye of the mistress on it, and_her voice, if necessary, heard 
in command ; but blaok and white were all friends together, 
/what oonld man ask for,' ^ore than to live aU his days in 7 
I such a climate and with such surroundings ? Why should 
a realised i 1 iil like this pass away ? Why may it not ex- 
tend itself till it has transformed the features of all our 
West Indian possessionsT^Thoiisands of English IsmilieBl 
might be living in sim^^^ones, happy in themselves 
and spreading round them a happy, wholesome English 
'atmosphere. Why not indfeed ? Only because we are^ 
enchanted. Because in Jamaica and Barbadoes the white 
planters had a eoostitutTorr granted them two hondred 
years ago, therelore their emancipated slaves must now 
have a constitution also.^JJ^onderfid logic of forn ulah, 
powerful as a witcht^' cauj^ou for misohiei as long as 
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it is beliaved in. The col onies and the Empire ! If tfaa 
cdonieB were pari indeed of the Empm, if Uugr wm 
talran into partnership as^the Ameriwuw talu theif% and 

were membert of an organised body, if an injury to each 

IHinglo liml) would be felt an an injury to the whole, wt* 
should not be playing with their vital interests to catch votes 
al home. Alas I at home we are split in two» and party ia 
more than the natioii, an^fiunona atateamen, thinly die- 
giiisiiig their motives under a mask of policy, condemn to- 
[ day what tlu y approved of yesterday, and catch at power Ly 
projects which they would be the first to denounce if sag* 
gested by their adyersarieB. Till this ^rranny be overpast, 
to bring into one the scattered portions of the Empire is the 
idlest of dreams, and the m oetj hat is to be h(^>ed for is to 
}in (*Ht any actixi uuschief. na) )py Aniericang, who have a 
Huprvmu Court with a cod e oL fundamental laws to control 
tlie vagaiios of politicians a nd check the passions of finotoa- 
ting electoral majorities ! ^2.' ill Supreme Court is to 
thimi, the Crown ouglit to be for us ; bat the Crown is power- 
l«»HH and must rom nn [ owerle.ss, and therefore we are as we 
are* aud our national existence is made the shuttlecock of 
|iarty contention, j 

" Time passed so pkji -antj y with me in these condoding 
days that I could have wished it to be the nothing which 
metaphysicians say that it is, and that when one wan hap^y 
it would leave one alone. We wandered in the shade in the 
mornings, we made expeditiops in the evenings^ called at 
( frionds* houses, and listened to the goesip of the isbnd. It 
turned usually on the one absorbing subject — black servants 
liiid the ditVi( iiltv of dealing? with them. An American lady 
from rittinsylviuua declar ed .e mphatically as her opinion 

(tliat<«iiianci|)ation had been a piece of folly, and that things 
WiMiM iH^wr mend till they w we slav( s a^^^nJ 

( )iie of u\y own ehief hopes m going originally to Jamaica 
Ihhui to Bi4i and learn the views of the distinguished 
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Governor there. 8ir Henry Normaii had been one of the 

most einiiicnt of the soldier civilians in India. He htwl 
brought with hiiu a brilliant reputatiou ; he had won the 
oonfidenoe in the West IndiesoC all olaeaee and all odours. 
He» if anyone, ironld understand the pzoblem, and t£S 
the high vantage ground ofeiperienoe would Icnow what 
cuiiici or coiiM not be d one_t o restore the intlucnce of 
England and the prosperity ofthe colonies. Unfortunately, 
Sir Henry had been called to London, as I menticmed before, 
on a qaestion of the oondnei of Bome official, and I was 
afraid that I should raXm him altogether. He returned, 
however, the day l>L'f()rL' I \vunjLo sail. He was kind enough 
to aak me to spend an eve ning with him, and X was a|pun 
on my last night a gueet at King's Houae.j 

A dinner iNirty offers BniTtjl^ opportunity for serious oon- 
versation, nor, indeed, eou ld b \pect a great person in 8ir 
Henry's })()sitiou lo « iitcr upon subjects of eouscqueuce with 
a stranger like myself. I could S€e, iiowever, that I had 
nothing to oonect in the impression of his diaraoter which 
his reputation had led me to form about him, and I wished 
more than ever that the system of govemmoit of which he 
had been so admirable a servant in India coul4 be appiietl 
to hih present position, and that he or such as he could 
have the administration of it. We had common friends in 
the Indian* service to talk about; one especially, Beynell 
Taylor, now dead, who had been the earliest of my boy 
companions. Taylor had been one of the handful of En^libh 
jwhoheld the Punjaub in the hrst revolt of the Sikhs. With 
a woman's modesty he ha3 the spirit of a knight-errant. 
Sir Henry deaeribed him as the ' very soul of chivalry,* and 
seemed himself to be aman of the same pure and noble nature, 
perhaps liable, from the genertjsity of his temperament, to be- 
lieve more than 1 coi^d do in modern notions and in modern* 
political heroes, but certainly not inclining of his own will 
to leoommend any rash ittovatiosis. I perceived that like 
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myself he felt no regret that so mneh of the soil of Ji 
nas passing to peasant Maok propnetors. He thon^t 
of their natural disposition ; he belieyed them capable of 

improvement. He thought that the posHeBBion of laiid of 
their own would bring them into voluntary industry, an<l 
lead them gradnaliy to the a^yptwn of civilised hafatta. He 
spoke ivith reserve, and perhaps I may not have nnderaiood 
I \Sm folly, bnt he did not seem to me to think mneh of tiieir 
political capacity. The local, boards which have been esta- 
Uished as an education forJ|jghcr functions have not been 
a sncoess* They had beenjescribed to me in all paria of 
{ha island as inflamed centres of peealatkm and mismanage- 
mmt. Sir Henry said notiiing from whieh I conld gather 
his own opinion. I inferred, however (he will pardon me 
if I mifireprcseut him), tEat he had no great beiiet in a 
federation of the islandSjln * responsible government/ and 
Buofa like, as nithin the bounds of present possifaOitiee, 
Nor did he think that resp^sible statesm^ at home had 
any such arrangement in view^J 

That tiiu h an arrangeme nt was in contemplation a few 
years ago, I knew from competent authority. Perhaps the 
nneipeeted interest ^^li^ th e English people have lately 
shown in the oolonies has mod ified opinion in those high 
circles, and has taught pditidans that they must advimee 
more cautiously. But the wind still sits in the old quarter. 
Three years ago, the self-suppressed constitution in Jamaica 
(was partially re-eetabU^d. A franchise was conceded bo4^ 
there and in Batbadoes ^j^fah ga^ every hlaek householder 
a vote. Bven in poor Bominica, an extended snftage was 
hung out as a remedy for its wretchedness. If nothinj:; 
further is intended, these concessions have been gratuituuMly 
mischievous. It has rousedjh^ hopes of pohtical agitators, i 
not in Jamaica on]y» hat all over the Antilles. It hss 
taught the people, who KXveno grievances at all, who in tibeir 
present Htate are better protecttid liiau any peasantry in the 
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wld 0K6ept the Lrish, to look to politietti ehanges as a road 

to an impossible millennium. It has rekindled hopes which 
had been long extinguished, that, like their brothers in Hayti, 
they were on the way to have the islands to thfimselw. ItSEl 
•Mmated the Endlwh eolopi st8,ji lled them with the worst ap- 1 
preheimkms, and taa^t them to look wistfully firom their own 
country to a union with America. A few elected members 
in a council where they may becounterbalanced by an equal 
mmiber of official members se ems a small thing in itself. 
80 long as the equality was m gnfe ned. niy Yankee frienTl 
was still willing to risk his oapital in Jamaican enterprises. 
But the prmciple has been aUowi d. The existing arrange- 
ment is a half-measure which satisfies none and irritates 
an, and collisions between t^representaliYes of the people 
and the nominees of the QoYerament ace only avoided by ^ 



leaving a soffieient nnmher^ official seats unfilled. To 

have re-entered upon a road where you cannot stand still, 
where retreat is impossible, and where to go forward caiTl 
only be recommended on th e^ hy pothesis that to give a man 
a vote will itself qualify him for the use of it» has been one 
of the minor achievements ^fjhe last Oovemment of Mr. ' 
Gladstone, and is likely to be as successful as his larger | 
exploits nearer home have as yet proved to be. A supreme 
court, were we happy enou^to possess such a thing, would ^ 
tefaid these ventorous eq»enments of sangninn statesmen 
who may happen, for a moment, to ^Mwwwiawii a trifling 
minority in the House of Com mons. ) 

I could not say what 1 felt completely to 8h* Henry, 
who, perhaps, had been in personal relations with Mr. 
Gladstime's Government. Perhi^fWy too, he was one of 
those numerous perscms of tried ability and intelligence 
wlio have only a faint l>elief that the connection between 
Great Britain and the colonies can be of long continuance 
I inferred that it might be so, because when I "!i»"timnffid 
the irritation which Ihad observed in Melbonne about the 

A At 
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Qerman mmexatioEi in New Guinea he seemed to think thai 
we Tnii^ht hftve left theVietorifuie snd the Oennans to fi|^ 

out the quarrel iinioiipr themselves. The ininry — if it was 
one — was to tiic AustralianSj^not to as. The Aastraliaiis 
mi^t have borne the tt gg n reeponnbiiitaes, and we ooald 
hare been merely speetatore^ That sooih amweouid be 
entertained and eziyresaed byjhe goyemor of a eonsideraUe 
colony is an evidence how jittle helow the surface the ideti 
of Imperial federation has as yet penetrated. The Austra- 
lians are cither British subjects or they are not. If th^ 

(are not, theoomieetion is aj^iadow, and it is as well to haie 
done with illiunons. If the^re British saljeeto, the nation 
with whom they quarrel will acknowledge no fine distinctions, 
and will fix the responsibility where it riphtly belongs. To 
leave a colony to go to war on its own aooount in to leave 
the peace of the Empire at the mercy of any one of its de- 
pendencies. 80 obvious is this, that SurHenr/sobserratiaii 
was perhaps no more than gentle irony. The pnblio may 
amuse themselves with the vision of an Imperial union ; 
practical utatesmen believe that they know it to be im- 
possible. 

As to the West Indies there are bat two gennine alter- 
/"naBves : one to leave them to themselves to shape their own 

j destinies, as we leave Austrah'a; theotlK r to «:overn them as 
if they were a part of GreaTBritain with the same scrupuiouH 
care of the people and their interests with which we fiovom 
Bengal, Madras, and BoidCay. England is responaiUe lor 
the social condition of tl^£ islands. She filled them with 
negroes when it was hin- ^nterest to maintain slavery, she 
emancipated those nef^ro^^^^eii popular opinion at home 
demanded that slavery should^ end. It appears to me that 
England ought to bear the consequences of her own aetionsk 
jtBoA asBiime to herself the^n^ponnibilitiefl of a state of 
/ things whi4^ she has herself^ created . We are partly un- 
V _w iiiiiig to take the trouble, tly we ding to the popuki 
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belief that to trust all countries with the care of their owiT^ 
concerns in tlie w ay to raise the character of tbtj linhabi- 
tauts and to make them 1^^^ ainl contented. We dimly 
peroeiTe that the popoiati on of the West IndisB ia not a 
natmal growth of intern al i» m leneieB and eiiemiutaiiees, 
and we therefore hesitate before we plunge completely and 
entirely into the dowiiwurd (xmrsc ; hut we phiy with it, we 
drift towards it, we advanc e as J ar as we dare, giving them*^ 
the evils of both syatems and the advantages of neither. 
At the same moment we extend the Bofirage to the Uaeks 
with one hand, while with the other we refuse to our own 
people the hcuelit of a treaty which would have rebcued them 
from imminent ruhi and brought them into relations with 
their powerful kindred close at hand^ielationB whioh might 
save them from the most dangenma eonsequencesof anegro 
political supremacy — and the result is that the English in 
thobe islands aie melting away and will soon be crowded 
oat, or will have departed of themselvee in disgoat. A 
polipy so ifur«reaehing, and affecting so seiiously the condi- 
tion of the oldest of our colonial poesessionfi, ought not to 
have been adopted eoi their own authority, by tloctri nairo 
statesmen in a cabmel, without fully and frankly consulting 
the £ngliah nation ; and no further step onght to be taken 
in that direction until e nation has had the eireamstances 
of the islands laid before it, and has prononneed one way 
or the other its own Hovereign pleasuri^. l)oes or does no£ \ 
England desire that her own people shaJl be enabled to Uve 
and thrive in the West Indies? If she decides that her 
hands are too fall, tha^|,j)ie is over-empired and eannot 
attend to them — eadU ^nmKo— there is no more to be said* 

But if tkiH is her resolut^on^ the hands of the \V< st IntliaiTi^ 
ought to be untied. ought to be allow t:d to make 

tfaev sngir treaties, to make any teeatiee, to enter into the 
ekiseBt idationB with Ai^nca which the AmericanB wiU 
accept, as the only chance which will be left them. 
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Snoih aboadoiiiiieiit) however, will bring vb no honoar* 

It will not further that federation of the British Empire 
wliieh so many of uk no\vj>iofeHB to desire. If \\>; wish 
Australia and Canada to draw into closer union with us, it 
will not be by showing we are unable to manage * 
groap of oolonlea wbioh are a hnoet at oar doors. Sng^tah- 
men all round the globe have rejoioed together in this year 
which is passintT by us o ver th e f^reatness of their inh<.rit- 
anoe, and have celebrated with euthusiasm the half-century 
during which our lady-mist resH has reigned over the Em- 
pire. Unity and federation^e on our lipe, and we hate oar 
leagnes and onr inetitates.^an^in the eagemeee of our widies 
we drt that we see the fuUi^lment of them. Neither the 
kingdom oi heaven nor any other kingdom ' comes with 
observation.' It comes not with after-dinner speeehes 
however eloqnent, or witlTflowing gentimentB however fo 
the moment sineere. The spirit which made the Empire 
can alone hold it togetlier. TlTe American Union was not 
saved by oratory. It was saved by the determination of 
the bravest of the peopFo ;^t was cemented by the blood 
which dyed the slopee <' )t Ge ttysburg. The mnon of the 
British Empire, if it isjo be more than a dream* can 
continue only while the ^traoting force of the primarf 
c<.)iuuiand8 the wiUitig atteiulaiiee of the distant Hatellites. 
Let the magnet lose itsjgower, let the confidence of the \ 
colonies in the strength and resolntion of their central orb 
be once shaken, and the centrifogal force will sweep them j 
away into orbits of their own. 

The race of men who now inhabit this island of ours 
show no signs oi degeneracy. The bow of Ulysses is sound 
as ever ; moths and worms have not ii^iired either cord or 
horn; bat it is uistrong, and the arrows ^ch are ehot 
from it drop feebly to thegroond. The Irish python rises 
again out of its swamp, and Phcebus Apollo launches no 
shaft against the scaly sides of it. Phoebus Apollo at- 
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tempts the mildeir methods of eonoesaoii aiLd peranasum* 

* Python,' he says, * in days when I was ignorant and unjust ] 
I struck you down and bound^ou. I left officers and men 
with you of my own race to^mtoh yon* to teach you, to 
rale yon ; to foree yon, if } our own nature oonid not be ^ 
ehangedt to leave your Tenomone ways. Yon faa^ refbsed 
to be taught, you twibt in your Qliains, you Wte and 
tear, and when you can you steal and murder. I see that 
I was wrong from the first. Every creature hae a right 
to live aeoording to its own diqKMition. I was a tyrant, 
and yon did weU to resist ; I ask yon to forgive and forget. 
I set you free ; I hand you over my own representa- 
tives as a pledge of my goodwill, that you may devour 
them at your leisure. They have been the instruments 
of my oppression ; oonsmne them^ destroy them, do what 
yon will witli them; and henoeiorward I hope that we shall 
live together as friends, and that you will show yourself 
vrorthy of my generosity and of the freedom which you 
have flo gloriously won.' 

A son-god who« thus addressed a disobedient satellite 
might have the eloqnenoe iA a Demosthenes and the finest 
of the fine intentions which pave the road to the wrong 
place, but he would not be a divinity who would command 
the willing confidence of a high-spirited kindred. Great 
Britain will make the tie which holds the colonies to her a 
real one when she shows tiiem and shows the world that 
she is still equal to her great place, that her arm is not 
shortened and her heart has not grown faint. 

Men f^pr ak of the saoredness of hberty. They talk as 
if the will of everyone ought to be his only gQide» that alio* 
gianoe is dne only to mijoritieB, that allegianoe of any other 
kind is base and a relic of servitude. The Americans are the 
freest people in the world ; but in their freedom they have 
to obey the fundamental laws of the Union. Again and 
again in the West Indies Mr. Motley's words came bask to 
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me. To be taken into the Ameriean Union is to be 
adopted into a partnership. To belong as a Crown oolony 

to the British Empire, as things stand, is no partner- 
Bhip at all. Tt is to belon^j; to a power wliich sacritiees, ms 
it has always sacriticed, the interest of its dependeDaeiee to 
ito own. The blood nins freely through eyeiy vein and 
artery of the AmerioaTi body corporate. Sveiy eiofl^ 
citizen feels his share in the life of his nation. Greai 
Britain leaves her Crown colonies to take care of them- 
selves, refuses what they ask, and forces on them what 
they had rather be without. If I were a West Indian I 
should feel that under the etars and strqMe I ehonld be 
safer than I was at present from politieal experimeniing. 
I should have a market in which to sell my produce where 
I should be treated as a friend ; I should have a power 
behind me and protecting me, and I should have a future 
towhieh I could look forward with confidence. Amenoa 
would restore me to hope and life ; Great Britain aUowa 
me to sink, contenting herself with advisin^r me to be 
patient. Why should I continue lojal when my loyalty 
was so contemptuously valued ? 

But I will not believe that it will oome to this. An 
Englishman may be heavfly tempted, bat in evil fortune 
as in good his heart is in the old place. The administra- 
tion of our affairs is taken for the present from prudent 
statesmen, and is made over to those who know how best 
to flatter the people with fine-sounding sentimentB and idle 
adulation. All BOTsreigns have been nndone by flatterers. 
The people are sovereign now, and, being new to power, , 
listen to those who feed their vanity. The popular in atnr 
hab been the rum of every country which has trusted 
to him. He neyer speaks an miweioome truth, for his 
existence depends on pleasing, and he earsB only to tioUe 
the ears of his audience. His element is anarchy ; his 
function is to undo what, better men have done. In wind 
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he lives and moves and has his being. When the gods are 
angry, he fan raine it to a hurricane and lay waste whole 
nations in ruin and revolution, it was said long ago, a 
man full of words shall not prosper apon the earth. Times 
have changed, for in these days no one prospers so well* 
Can he make a speech ? is the first question which the eon- 
stitnencies ask when a candidate is offered to tlw ir suffragoF. 
When the Koman commonwealth developed from an aristo- 
eratic repabhe into a demooraey, and, as now with ns, the 
sovereignty was in the mass of the people, the oratorioal 
faculty came to the front in the same way. The finest 
speaker was esteemed the fittest man to be made a euiiHul 
or a prator of, and thewrWere schools of rhetoric where ^ 
aqniTants for office had to go to learn gestnre and intona- > 
tion before they eonld present themselyeB at the hnstings. 
The sovereign people and~tlieir orators could do much, but / 
they could not alter facts, or make that which was not, to 
be, or that which was, notlo]be. The orators coold pero- 
rate and the people could decree, hot foots remained and 
foots proved the strongest, and the end of that was that 
after a short supremacy the empire which they had brought 
to the edge of ruin was Bavttl at the last extremity; the 
sovereign people lost their Uberties, and the tongaes of 
political orators were silenced for centuries. lUnsion at 
last takes the form of broken heads, and the most obstinate 
credulity is not proof against that form of argument. 




369 me ENGLISH M THE WEST INDIES 



CHAPTEB XXIL 

Ooing llome — Betroepeot — Alternative courses— Fotare of the Empire-— 
Sovereignty of the sea— The Greeks —The rights of man — Plato — Tfas 
voice of the people — Imperial federation — HffnditelJ ooioniftl poUq^— 
New Irelands— Efleots oi party goTemnMnt. 

Once more upon the sea on our homeward wny, carryiug, ai> 
EmerBon said, *■ the bag of i^lolos in the boiler ol our boat»' 
oareless whether there be wind or oahn* Our old mml 
lieroee passed and npaned upon tine Bime mtea under 
harder eondiiunuk They had to eiragifle againat t amp e ala , 
to light with enemy's cruisers, to hattif for thdr lives with 
nature as with man — and th^ were victorious over them all. 
Ihejwon for Britannia the aoeptre of the aea, and boilt np 
the Bmpure on whieh th^ Biin never aete* To na» their 
eoeoenmni, thej handed down the aftoidid inheritanee, 

and we in turn have iu vented steam ships and telegraphs, 
and thrown bridges over the ocean, and made our £ar-o£[ 
poeaessions as easy of acceea as the neit pariah* The 
atfetaotive loroe of the primiuy ought to hare inereaeed in 
the same ratio, hat we do ngt find thai it has, and the eentri- 
fugal and the centripetal tendencies of our satellites are year 
by year becoming more nicely balanced. These beautiful West 
Indian iahuids were intendeS'to be homes for the oveiflowing 
nomhere of oar own raoe^and the few that have gone tharo 
are heing crowded oat hy^ bhudn from Jamaioa and tba 
Antilles. Our poor helots at. homt' drag on their Hm s in 
the lanes and alleys of our choking cities, and of those who 
gather heart to break off on, their own aeooont and seek 
elsewhere lor a huid of promise, the large nuyoriAjy aia 
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weary of the flag under which they have only known snflisr- 
inff, and prefer America lo the English colonies. They 
are waking now to understand the opportimities which are 
Blippuig throng their hwSs. Has the swakenuig oome 
too late? We have oandTeTaiiied tiie enp ; tniistwenow 
drink it to the dregs ? 

It is too late to enable us to make homeB in the West 
Indies for the nwnrms who are thrown off by our own towns 
and inllagee. We might haTe~doiie it. Engliehinen would 
have thriven as well in Jamaica and the AntUles as tiie 
Spaniards have thriven in Cuba. But the islands are now 
peopled by men of another colour. The whites there are as 
units among hundreds, and thep roportion cannot be altered. 
But it ia not too late to rede^ onr own Tef^onsibilitiea. 
We faFooght the blacks there ; we have as yet not done 
much for their improvement, when their notions of morality 
are still so elementary that more than half of their children 
are bom out of marriage. The EngUsh planters were en- 
eoQzagad to settle there when it suited oor convoiienoe to 
mafntahi the islands for Imperial purposes ; like the land- 
lords in Ireland, they were our Englisli garrison ; and as 
^'itli the landlords in Ireland, when we imagine that they 
have served their purpose anH^can be no longer of use to 
US. we eahnly ehange the eondi SSB, of society. We diselaim 
obligatioDS to help them in the eonfosion which we have 
introduced ; we tell them to help themselves, and they can- 
not help themselves in such an element as that in which 
they are now strugghng, unless they know that they may 
eoont on the sympathy and thejnpport of their covmtiTmen 
at home. Nothing is demanded of the English exchequer ; 
the resources of the islands are practically boundless; 
there is a robust population conscious at the bottom of / 
theii* nature of their own inferiority, and docile and will- 
ing to work if any one will'^Eset them and set them to it. 
There will he capital enoa^ forthocxning, andenergelie men 
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enough and intelligenoe enough, if we on onr pariirin provide 

one thing, the eadest of all if we really eet our nunds to it — 
an effective and authoritative government. It i& not safe 
even for ourseiyes to leave a wound unattended to, though 
it be in the least mgnificant part of onr bodies. The 
West Indies are a small limb in the great body eoipocate of 
the British Empire, bat thare is no great and no small in the 
life ot nationn. The avoidabit; decay of the smallest membt r 
18 au iujmy to the whole. Let it be ouce known ajid ieit> that 
England regards the West Indies as essentially one with 
hereeli^ and the English m^e islands will leeome their 
natural poeition» and respeet and order will oome tMbofc. 
and those once thriving colomes will again advance with 
the rest on the high road of civilisation and probperity. 
Let it be known that England considers only her immediate 
interests and will not exert herie lf, and the other eoloniea 
will know what they have to eonnt npon» and the British 
Empu-e will dwindle down be^e long into a single insigni- 
ficant island in tlie North Sea^ 

' bo end the retiections which I formed there Irom what 
I saw and what I heard, i have written as an oatside 
observer nneonneeted withfiaetical pc^tios, with nomoiiTe 
except a loyal pride in th6*^reatneBe of my own eonntry, and 

a conviction, which 1 will not believe to be a dream, that 
the destinies have still in slore for her a yet grander future. 
The units of ns eome and go7 the British Empire, the globe 
ilself and all that it inheritsTwill pass away as a iiskm* 

t<r<rtTat ^fic^ orav wot oXuXjj 'iXtos ip^ 
ml Upitmos Kol Xotk ^fifuXtn Upu'ifioto, 

The (lay will be Avhen lliiuu t» towers luay fiill, 
And large-luubed ^ Pruuu, and his peopk all. 

But thai day cannot he yet Out of the now half-orgaoie 
fragments will yet be formed one living Imperial power, 

* I believe this to be the true meaauig of 49fttn^hi9» li ia CUBftl^ no- 
dtlvd, *«nnad inlb ft itoiilqpeftr/ 
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wtth a new era of beneftoenoe and nseftdneBS io man* 

kind. The Rnj^lish people are Hpr<»ad far aiid v/idc. 
The sea is their dominion, and tiieii* laud is the finest 
portion of ihe globe. Itls'theirs now, it will be theirs 
for ages to come if they remain themeelvee nnehanged and 
keop the heart and temper of^eir fbrefethers. 

Natif^ht shall make us mo. 
If Eai^Umd lo herself do re^t but true. 

The days pan, and our ship flies fost npon her way. 

ykoMKhv (mi ft oJdfia Kvavoj^ftoa rr KVfiariap 

How perfect the description ! How ezactiy in those ei^t^ 
words Euripides draws the picture of the ocean ; the long 

grey heaving swell, the dark^Tsteel-grey on the shadowed 
slope of the sui fucc \vjiv(»s, ;nu] jjie foam on thfir ])reaking 
crests. Ova thoughts flow back we gaze to the times 
long ago, when the earth belonged to other races as it now 
belongs to as. The ocean is the same as it was. Their 
eyes saw it as we see it : ^ 

Time writes no wrinkle on that uore brow. 

Nor is the ocean alone the s ame . Human nature is still 
vexed with the sanic i)mhlema, mocked with i\w same 
hopes, wanderin<^' aftur the same iliusious. The sea affiBcted 
the Greeks as it affects as, anTwas equally dear io them* 
It was a Greek who said, 'Theje^ washes off all the iHb of 
men : ' the * stainless one * as iEschylus called it — the eter- 
nally pure. On lon*^ voyaucs I uiko Greeks my best com-^ 
panions. I had Plato with me on my way home from the 
West Indies. He lived andjrote in an ag^ like ours, when 
religion had become a debatable snljeot on which everyone 
had his opinion, and democra^was master of the civilifitd 
vviirld, and the Medit<'rranean stateB were ruimmg wild 
aft( r liberty, prepaxatory to the bursting of the babbie* 
Looking oat on saoh a world Plato left th^ghtff belmid 



biyiiizea by GoOgle 



S66 THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES 

•him fhe veiy language of whieh is ae fall of afvplusaliaD 
to our own larger world a8jf.it waa written jastorday. It 

i throws light on small thhigs as well as lar^, and inter- 
[ pretR alike the coiulitioTi nt tlie islands which! had left, the 
condition of England, the condition of ail civiliadd coonuies 
in this modem epo< ^« J 

The chief eharacterietic of this age, as it was Uie chief 
oharaoteristle of Plato's, is the struggle for what we oaQ the 
'riglits of man.' In other TimeB the thint,^ insisted on was 
I that men should do what was ^ right ' as something doe to 
I a higher authori^* Now the demand is for what is called 
their * riots' as something due to themselw, and among 
these ri^ts is a ri^t to lifiorty ; lihertj meaning the ntmoet 
possible freedom of every'raTm consiBtent with the freedom 
^ of others, and the aboUtion of every kind of authority of 
C one man over another. ITTb with this view that we have 
inirodnced popular suffrage, that we give every one a vote* 
or Sim at giving it, as the ^^ est political perfection. 

We turn to Plato and we find : *In a healthy community 
there ought to be some authority over every single man and 
woman. No person — not one — ought to act on iiis or her 
jndgment alone even m thejunaUest trifle* The soldier 
on a campaign obeys his commander in little thing 
well as great. The safety ^the army requires it Bat it 
is in peace as it is in war, and thei'e is no dilference. Every 
i person should be tliraiued froin childhood to rule and to be 
^mled. 80 only can the ltfe_o f man, and the life of all 
i^creatares dependent on him^ delivered from anarchy/ 
I t is worth while to observe how diametrieally opposite 
to our notions on this subject were the notions of a man of 
the finest intellect, with the fulles t opportunities of obaerva- 
/ tion, and every one of whose estimates of things was con- 
I firmed by the event. Bn<SErir discipltne as he recommends 
never eristed in any oori^mnity of men eieept perhaps 
among the religious oiderb in the cnthuhiabm ot their hibl 
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iBstikitioii, nor voiild a tooiejf be long tolerable in whioh 
it w«8 tried. Gomnnuntiesj^owem, haiv eneted wh^el 

people have thoufijht more oi their obhgatious than ol their 
'nghtet* more of the welf are o f their country, or of £Ee7 
snooesB of a eaoae to whicli they liave devoted thenuelveBy 
than of their personal pleasjuip or interest— have preferred 
the wiee leading of snperior men to thetr own wilk or 
wislies. Nay, perhaps no commiuuLy lias tvt r continued 
[ lougt or has made a mark jn t he world of Berious Bi^^uili- 
eanoe» where eoeiety has not been graduated in degrees, 
and theie have not been deeper and stronger bands of 00- 
herenoe than the flnetnatiiig votes of majorities. 

Tirnts are changed we are tultl. W e Hve lu a new cra,^ 
when public opinion is kmg^^^d no other ride is possible ; 
pnbho opinion, as expressedjn the press and on the piat- 
tem, and by the deliber ately ehosen representatiTes of 
the people. Every questi an m m be dissnssed and arguedT") 
all sides of it can be heard, and the nation makes up its 
mind. The collective judgment, of all is wiser 
wiseBt single man — secwrm judic at orhis. j 

Give the pnblie time, and I believe this to be trae; 
general opinion does in thrjiing run fcnm a ri^t estimate^ 
of most persons and of most thin<^s. As surely its imme- ' 
diate impulses are almost mvari ably in diiectious which it 
afterwards regrets and repudiates, and therefore constitu- 
tions whieh have no sorer basis than the popular jndgment» 
as it shifts from year to year or parliament to parliament, ) 

are built on foundations looser than sand. 

In concluding this book 1 have a few more words U> say 
on the sabjecti so ardently canvassed, of Imperial federation. 
It seems so easy. Yon h ave only to form a new parlia- 
ment in which the edonies shall be represented aeoording 
to numbers, while each colony will retain its own for its own 
local purposes. Local admmistration is demanded every- 
where ; England, Sootlandt Wajies, ixelaod^ can each have 
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theixs, and the Tmd question of HomeBnleeui be diqNieed 
of in the reoonstniotion of &e whole. A eentral parlia- 
ment ean then be formed in wbieh the parts ean all be 

represented in proportion to their number ; iuul a cabinet 
can be selected out of this for the maimgtincnt of Imperiai 
oonoems. Nothing morelTneoessaiy; the thing will be 
done« 

So in a hundred fonns, bat all on the same principle, 
Bchenies of Imperial union have fallen uudi^r my eye. I 
should myself judge fro m exge rienoe of what democratically 
elected parliaments are ^wing into, that at the first 
session of soeh a body the satellites would fly off into 
space, shattered perhaps tfiemselw in the process. We 
have parliaments enough already, and if no better device can 
be found than by adding a noth er to the number, the rash 
spirit of innovation has no t yet gone fiv enon^ to fling our 
anoient oonstitation into th e crn cible on so wild a chance. 

Imperial federation, as it is called, is far away, if ever it 
is to be realised at all. \V^\% to eoine it will come of 
itself, brought about by ciiciinistauces and silent impulaes 
working oontinaoasly throu^^h many years miseen and un- 
spoken of. It is eonoeiTa5Ie*that Great Britain and her 
scattered offspring, under the pressure of danger from 
witiiout, or impelled by sorne general pur})ose, might agree 
to place themselves for a time under a ninglc administEa* 
tiire head. It is conceiTable'that out of a combination so 
formed, if it led to a successful immediate result, some 
union of a closer kind might eventually emerge. It is not 
only conceivable, but it is entiiely certaiii, that attempL^ 
made when no such occaBion has arisen, by poUticians 
•mbitiouB of distingnishwig' themselves, will fail, and in 
fftiling will make the objecT'that is aimed at more oqih 
fcssedly unattainable than it is now. j 

The present relation between the mother country and 
her self-governed colonies is partly that of parent and 
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ehildren who ha^ grown to maturity and are taking care * 
of themselTeB, partly of ifiS^endent natioxts in friendly 
alliance, partly as commofi solbjeets of the same iovereign, 

wliobe authority is exercised in each by ministers of its 
own. Neither of these an^b^es is exact, for the position 
altere from year to year* So much the better. The re- 
lation iriiich now exists oannot be more than provisional; 
let ns not try to shape it artificially, after a closet^made 
pattern. The threads of inTerest and kindred must be left 
to spin themselves in their own way. Meanwhile we can 
work together heartily and wit^ good will where we need each 
other's co-operation. Diffieglties will rise, perhaps, fronT^ 
time to time» but we can meet them as they oome, and we 
need not anticipate tliem. Ifj>e are to be poHtically one, the 
organic fibres which counect uti are as yet too immature to 
bear a strain. All that we can do, and all that at present 
we oug^t to try, is to aet ^^onsly wheneyer onr assist- 
anee can be of nse. The disposition of En^^ish statesmen 
to draw closer to the colonies is of recent gi-owth. They 
cannot teU, m l we cannot^^^ll, how far it indicates a real 
change of attitude or is merely a passing mood. One 
thing, however, we on^ to bear in mind, that the odooies 
sympathise one with anotHer, and that wrong or neglect in 
any part of the Empire does not escape notice. The larger 
colonies desiie to know wh^t the recent professions of in- 
terest are worth, and thejrtook keenly at our treatment of 
their youiger brothers who are still in onr power. They 
sre praetieal* they attend lo results, they guard jealously 
their own privileges, but they are not so enamoured of cou- 
stituiioual theory that thev^will patiently see their fellow- 
oonntrymen in less favoured situations swamped under the 
votes of tiie coloured races. Australians, Canadians, New 
Zealanders, will not be founS enthusiastic for Uie extension 
of self-government in the West Indies, when they know 
that it means the extinction of their own white brothers 

B a 
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who have settled there. The placing English ooloniBto at 
the men^ of coloured majCHBes ihey will reeent aa an 
injury to themselyeB; thev will not look iifx>n it as w 

extension of a generous i)iinciple, but as an act of airy 
virtue Avhieh costs us n othing , and at the bottom is hot 

carelessness and indiffer ence^ 

We imagjne that we have seen the enoro of our m\ 
colonial policy, and that we ar e in no danger of repeating 
them. Yet in the West fndies we are treading over again 
the too familiar road. TIic A nglo-Irish colonists in 1705 
petitioned for a union wit5i Great Britain. A nnion would 
have inyolved a share in Brifish trade ; it wasxefdsed there- 
fore, and we gave them t lie j^e nal laws instead. They set 
up manufactures, built ^^ps, and tried to raise a com- 
merce of their own. We laid them under disabilities which 
I ruined theii* enterprises, and w hen they were resentful and 
^ became tronblesome we tSrned zoond to the native Irish 
and made a virtae of p rotect ing them against oar own 
people whom we had injured. When the penal laws ceased 
to be useful to us, we did not j}llow them to be executed. 
We played off Catholic against Protestant while we were 
saorifioing both to our own jeal ousy. Having made the 
I government of the ialandjmposstble te those whom we 
had planted there to govern it, we emancipate the govenied, 
•and to conciliate them we 'allow them to appropriate the 
possessions of their late masters. ^ And we have not con- 
ciliated the native Irish ; it was impossible that we should ; 
j we have simply armed them with the only weapons which 
I enable them to revenge their wrongs npon vs. 

The history of the West "Indies is a precise parallel. 
The islands were necessary to our safety in our struggle with 
France and Spain. The gfom sts held them chiefly for us 
as a garrison, and we in turn gave the colonists their slaves. 

eie white settlers mled asjnjreland, the slaves obeyed, 
d all went swimmingly. Times changed at home. 
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Slavery become unpopular ; it was abolished ; and, with a 

generosity for whi li we never ceased to applaud ourselves, 
we voted an indeiimity o f tw enty miliious to the ownersT^ 
We imagined that we had acquitted our consdenoes, bat 
BQch debts are not to be got rid of by payments of money* 
We had introduced the slaves into the islands for onr 
own advantage ; in ^culiig ihem free we revolutionised 
society. We remained stHTresponBible for the social con- 
sequences, and we did n oTch oose to remember it. The 
planters were guilty only, ilketbe Irish landlords, of having 
eeased to be necessary to^ns. We practised oar virtaes 
vicariously at their expense ; we had the praise and hoiiuur, 
they had the auiiering. Theybegged that the emancipation 
might be gradual ; our uxtgatience to clear our repatation 
ref^isedtowait. Their qrsi^iiu>fciiltivation being deranged, 
they petitioned for proteetion^a gainst the competition of 
countries where slavery continued. The request was 
natural, but could not be hstened to because to grant it 
might raise infinitesimally {Ee^ost of the British work- 
man's breakfast. They struggled on, and even when a 
new rival rose in the beetroot sagar they refosed to be 
beaten. The European powers, lo save their beetroot, 
went on to support it with ajjounty. Against the purse of 
foreign governments the 8turdi<"^t indinduals cannot com- 
pete. I>efeated in a fight WSich had become on&ir, the 
planters looked, and looked Tnji^in, to their own govern- 
uient for help. Finding none, they turned to their kindred 
in the United {States ; there, at last, they found a hand held 
oat to them. The Americans were willing, though at a 
loss of two millions and a Tiaif of revenue, to admit the 
poor West Indians to their own market. Bat a oommeroial 
treaty was necessary; and a treaty eouhl not be made 
without the sanction of the Englibh Government. The 
£nghsh Government, on some'fine-drawn crotchet, refused 
to colonies which were weiClT and helpless what they would 
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have granted mthont ft word il demandfid by Vietom or 
New Sonfh Wales, whoee reeeniment they feared. And 

when the Went Indians, liai assed, desperate, and half ruined, 
cried out against the enormous injustice, in the ft^ar that 
their indignation might affect their allegiance and lead 
tliem to seek admiBsioainto the Amerioan UnioD^ we extend 
the franohiee among the blai^, on whose hostility to snob 
a measure we know that we can rely. 

There is no occasion to suspect responbible English 
politicianB of any sinister purpose in what they have done 
or not done, or snspeet them, indeed, of any purpose at alL 
They act from day to day under the pressnre of each 
exigency as it rises, and they chooF* the course which is 
least directly inconvenient. But the result is to have 
created in the Antilles and Jamaica so many fresh Irelands. 
and I beliere that British colonists the world over will feel 
together in these questions. They will not approve ; rath« 
they will combine to condemn the betrayal of their own 
fellow-countrymen. If England desires her colonies to rally 
round her, she must deserve their affectum and desem 
their respect. She will find neither one nor the oUier if 
she carelessly sacrifices her own^people in any part of the 
world to fear or convenience^ Jhe ma^^netism which will 



J»ind them to her must be found in herself or nowhere. 

Perhaps nowhere 1 Perh aps if we look to the real 
origin of all that has gonejjprong with us, of the policy 
which has flnng Ireland back into anarchy, which has 

weakened our influence abroad, which has ruined the oldest 
of our colonies, and has made the continuance under our 
dag of the great communities of oor coontzymen who are 
forming new nations in the'Pacifio a question of doubt and 
[uncertainty, we shall find ij[T^^r own distractions, in the 
form of government which is fast developiu^j, into a civil 
war under the semblance of peace, where party is more 
than oouniry, and a inctory at the hustings over a oandi- 
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date of opposite phncipleB more glorious than a victory in 
tiie field over a foreign foe . Soeie ty in xepnbUean Bome~~] 
vaB 60 rnneh interesied in the fiietion fights of Clodins and 

Milo that it could hear with apathy of the destruction of 
Crarfsns and a Roman army. The senate would have sold 
Cffisar to the Celtic chiefs in Gaul, and tlie modern English 
enthnstaet would diaintegraie^ the British Islands to pnr- 
ebaee the Msh vote. Till we^Sui rise into some nohler ^ 
sphere of thought and conducfwe may lay aside the vision / 
of a confederated empire. 

Oh, Bnsted, model to thy inward grMtnen, 
Idko little body with a mi^tj heeti, 
'What nl^t'it thou do tbai hoooor would thee do 
Were eU thy ohildren kind and naloralt 
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